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CANTERBURY CARPET (foreground), and PERSIAN ROSE SNOWBALL —New for 1956 






The New Dwarf Oregon-Pacific 


HARDY PERENNIAL ASTERS 


for MASSES OF BRIGHT COLORS THIS YEAR 
— Longer Blooming Season—August to October 


These new Oregon-Pacific varieties were 
developed by Professor LeRoy Breithaupt 
of Corvallis, Oregon, who selected them 
from thousands of new plants resulting 
from crossing various of the taller kinds 
with an early-flowering, long-blooming, 
dwarf Oregon aster. 


We know of no other low growing perennials so sat- 
isfactory especially for edging or group foreground 
planting. Their new vibrant colors and much longer 
blooming season place them far ahead of older vari- 
eties. Absolutely hardy, not bothered by pests and so 
easy to grow in any soil with sunny exposure. Get 
started with them this spring for real gardening pleas- 
ure year after year. 

















Snowball: New for 1956 
in our opinion the finest white dwarf aster in the world, Neat, compact 
bushes not exceeding 12 inches, completely covered with sparkling clear 
white flowers for weeks. Deep green foliage sets off the crown of bloom 
to beautiful advantage. A fine contrast for Canterbury Carpet. 


Canterbury Carpet 
Masses of pretty canterbury blue flowers and finely cut blue green 
foliage make this one of our most desirable dwarf perennials. Grows 10 
inches high in a procumbent manner and blooms with Persian Rose. Very 
ornamental even out of bloom. 


Special. Offer for Spring Planting 


1 Each (4 clumps) of Snowball, Persian Rose, 
Canterbury Carpet, and Cameo 


3 Each (total 12 clumps) 


Labeled and Postpaid 


All orders will be filled with generous field divisions which 
can be divided into several plants when received. Every 
plant will develop into a fine clump covered with flowers 
by Autumn. Shipment begins in March. 







Persian Rose 
Striking shade of Persian rose, a rare color in flowers. The shapely, 
sturdy bushes grow 15 inches high and are covered with bloom from 
late August to October. Wonderful as an edging plant and excellent for 
the large rock garden. 
Cameo (not illustrated) 
A profusion of medium-sized opalescent-pink flowers on exceptionally 





March 1st our BIG COLOR CATALOG will be ready for mailing. 64 pages 


sturdy, shapely plants make this variety very attractive. Cameo grows 
15-18 inches high and nearly as wide, making an excellent ornamental 
for the border foreground. It blooms from mid-summer into early autumn. 















with almost 100 color illustrations featuring The World’s Most Com- 
prehensive Iris listing and our superior new MARHIGO strain of 
Japanese Iris, Also complete collections of Daylilies, Dwarf Hardy 
Asters, Lilies and other Perennials. If you wish to receive a copy please 
include 25c with your request to cover handling and mailing costs. 


BOX 38-F e* BORING, OREGON 


Walter Marx Gardens 10* Anniversary 
MAIL ORDER SPECIALS 


TOP QUALITY PLANTS and BULBS guaranteed to give you a 


Succession of Beautiful Flowers in many gorgeous 


colors from 


Spring until late Autumn this year. 


FREE PREMIUMS with 
all orders from this ad. 


¢ Immediate Shipment. 
¢ Minimum Order $3.00. 
e All orders shipped Postpaid. 


ASTILBES 


for that shady 
location 


One of our most 
beautiful perennials 
that does well in that 
shady spot. Elegant, 
lacy foliage above 
which are borne the 
many spire-likeclus- 
ters of flowers in 
lovely shades of 
pink, red and white, 
Stems are about 2 feet high and bloom in June, 
A wonderful cut flower and always in demand 
by flower arrangement devotees. We offer you 
husky, one-year-old clumps that will bloom 
this year. 


0 Red CO Pink 
() 4 Clumps your color selection... 


[] White 
$3.00 


GIANT HIBISCUS 


Mammoth Henderson Strain 

These immense 8 to 

10-inch flowers on 

attractive 5-foot 

bushes are simply 

spectacular and vis- 

itors to our garden 

in late summer nev- 

er fail to admire 

their beauty. They 

are absolutely hardy 

and will increase in 

size for many years. 

lors come in love- 

liest shades of red, 

pink and white, 

many with contrasting deep red centers. Sold 
in mixed colors only. Strong one-year plants. 


(13 for$1.00 ()6for$1.75 [12 for$3.00 





FREE PREMIUM OFFERS 
With every order of $5.00 or more we'll 
include ABSOLUTELY FREE of charge 
i FIREFLAME LILY, a new Jan de 
Graaff Hybrid red lily (catalog price 
$1.00). With every order of $10.00 or 
more we'll include FREE 1 FIREFLAME 
LILY plus 1 of our own NEW MARHI- 
GO IRIS introductions (catalo pie 
$2.00 or more). Both FIREFLA ME LIL 
and NEW MARHIGO IRIS are fully d = 
scribed in our 1956 catalog. 








Just 10 years age we took our first commercial 
step with a small $5.00 advertisement in a local 
newspaper. With timid hopes, but complete 
faith in our favorite perennials, we ventured 
from our amateur gardening status to selling 
these favorite plants and bulbs by mail. From 
this humble +—~—r" 4 our one time hobby has 
expanded into one of the largest enterprises of 
its kind serving all 48 states and many foreign 
countries. We have ——— in selling by 
mail and practically all of our business is done 
by this method. No expense is spared in our 
efforts to always supply the finest plants and 
bulbs available. Expert packing and the use of 





1916-1 


936 


only the best and most modern packing ma- 
terials guarantee that every order reaches its 
destination in fresh, ready to grow concen. 
We thank the many thc of s 
and friends who have purchased and recom- 
mended our flowers. We are most pleased to 
note the high percentage of steady customers 
who rely on us year after year for new plants 
and bulbs. To them we are especially grateful 
for the added satisfaction we enjoy in knowing 
that our own favorite flowers have brought 
new interests and pleasures into the lives of 
so many other fellow gardeners. 

















Willie Mare Gardons 


APRIL 1956 


GIANT 
DAHLIAS 


6 of the largest 
varieties 
in existence 

World famous 

Dahlias at Money 

Saving Prices. Flow- 

ers 10 to 14 inches 

across. Finest Ore- 

gon grown tubers. 
Lois Walcher. Deep purple tipped white, 
Striking variety. Oakley Champion. Huge gold- 
en pink cactus type. Namcy Anne Mitchell. 
Most brilliant red. Mayor Otis. Beautiful gold- 
en apricot. Salem Sunshine. Giant canary yel- 
low. Sydney. Giant rose pink. 


(1) All 6 Varieties 
(catalog value $5.15) 


only $3.98 


DAYLILIES . . 


.12%c 


the biggest 
Daylily 
value we ever 
offered 


We make this 
extraordinary low 
priced offer to ac- 
quaint more flow- 
er lovers with the 
many colors now 
available in mod- 
ern Daylilies. Every order we ship will include 
at least 12 to 20 different varieties in shades of 
RED, COPPER, WINE, SALMON, and 
GOLD. We'll send you well rooted field divi- 
sions that will bloom this year. 


( 40 plants for $5.00 postpaid 


or, if you cannot accommodate this quantity: 


(0 20 for $3.00 (0 12 for $2.00 


BOX 38-F 
BORING, OREGON 


JAPANESE IRIS 


Largest of all irises 

Iris kaempferi are 

most spectacular 

and bloom in July 

after other irises 

are past. The mag- 

nificent flowers, 

up to dinner plate 

size, never fail to 

attract attention 

in the rden. 

Every collection 

‘ ¢ saw include at 

least 6 colors: 

BLUE, RED, ORCHID, PURPL E, VEINED 
AND WHITE. 

() 6 Named Clumps, All Different $3.95 

(catalog price at least $6.00) 
C) 12 Named Clumps, All Different $7.50 


(catalog price at least $12.00) 


DWARF IRIS..12'/c 


Biggest Dwarf Iris Value We Ever Offered 


Here is your op- 
portunity to plant 
these miniature 
iris in quantity. 
For the rockery, 
any foreground 
planting or in 
beds they rival the 
tulips and daffo- 
dils for masses of 
early spring color. 
In yellow, blue, 
wine and purple 


Oo 40 Husky field divisions 
or, if you cannot accommodate this quantity 


[] 20 for $3.00 C] 12 for $2.00 


SIBERIAN IRIS 


Most desirable of 
all Irises for the 
perennial border. 
Of tidy habit and 
attractive even out 
of bloom. Height 3 
to 4 feet. 
Caesar. Tall deep 
violet blue. 
Gatineau. Largest 
medium blue. 
Ottawa. Striking 
blue and white. Illustrated. 
Gold Nugget. Rich golden yellow Spuria. 
Periwinkle. Flaring porcelain blue. 
Tycoon. Velvety purple. Largest Siberian. 
(0 All 6 Varieties for 


(cavalog value $4.55) 
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Among our contributors: 
This month the author of 
Four Seasons in Your Gar- 
den, John C. Wister, writes 
on lilacs. He is director of 
the Arthur Hoyt Scott Hor- 
ticultural Foundation at 
Swarthmore College. Clifton 
Lisle, author of Pastures 
New, is well known for his 
writings on gardening and 
country living. Some of the 
Japanese photographs ire in 
the late Werner Bischof’s 
book, Japan. Mrs. Graff is 
an enthusiastic gardener at 
her Long Island home. 
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Grow Better 














In 10 minutes you can know more about your soil than from a lifetime of 
gardening! This amazing Sudbury Soil Test Kit tells just what plant foods 


the soil needs to give you the best garden you’ve ever had. No one can te 
looking at soil what it lacks. There’s only one way to know—test your 
Your flowers will be bigger, more beautiful, more colorful and fragrant 


li by 
soil! 
than 


ever before. It even helps house plants grow better. You’ll have more delicious 
vegetables, full of minerals and vitamins—and more of them. Your shrubs will 
be more luxuriant, the lawn rich, lush and velvety green all season long, so 


dense that crabgrass and weeds cannot grow. 


- . 
Takes the Guesswork Out of Gardening 
It’s so y so easy to oe more important than the best plants 
and seeds. This Soil Test Kit will greatly increase your reward from all 
the time and effort spent on your hobby, bringing more garden enjoyment 
and saving valuable plants that otherwise would die. 
Just using lots of fertili 


saved will more than pay for your Kit! 


HORTICULTURAL KIT POPULAR GARDEN KIT 


For those whose garden is their hobby. Especially designed for the 


zer isn’t enough—the wrong kind g 
can do more harm than good. A few favorite plants iy 
a ee 


Lifetime welded steel chest with carrying small garden. Handsome case 
handle; weighs only 9% Ibs. Simple, easy with clear lucite cover, com- 
directions; charts show needs of 225 differ- plete in every way. Makes 
ent flowers, vegetables, fruits, etc. Makes 50 tests for nitrogen, phos- 
over 150 tests for nitrogen, phosphorusand phorus, potash, lime. Simple 
potash. Also whether lime is needed (pH), directions. Only $5.89! 
and how much. See picture below. 
Big value, low cost—only $14.95! 


SUPER deLUXE KIT 


The best! Handsome, streamline, welded 
steel chest, with 12 times as much testing 
solutions. More and larger equipment, yet 
weighs only 12% lbs. Most economical to 
use. Favorite of leading gardeners, florists 
nurserymen. Only $29.95! 


No Knowledge of 
Chemistry Needed 


Even your first tests will be accurate 
and reliable. Test your soi! anytime, any- 
where—in kitchen, garage, cellar or right 


Easy as 
Reading a Thermometer 


You get the right answer right away! You'll know 
what kind of fertilizer to use and how much, for 
every kind of plant you want to grow. All Sudbury 
Soil Test Kit gardeners have a ~ nm thumb’’—they 
never make a mistake. Don’t e a chance—take a 
test! Order your Sudbury Soil Test Kit today! 


FREE TRIAL Your Soil Tests cost you 


nothing unless you are 
completely satisfied; otherwise return Kit 
in 10 days and we'll refund purchase price. 


SEND NO MONEY—Order C. O. D. 
plus postage—or send check and 
we'll mail prepaid, saving you 
from 50c to$3.55 postal charges. 


out in the garden. Costs less than l0c a Pf Se eeeeeeeee eS 


test. First aid to amateurs, the expert's 
guide to prize-winning blooms. 4 
BETTER GARDEN GUARANTEE 
You can’t lose—even next fall, if 
you hoven’t had a better garden you 
may return the Kit for Ri refund. 
Don’t risk being without a Sudbury 
Soil Test Kit this year. 


==:,. SUDBURY Soil Test Kit 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 271, South Sudbury, Mass. 


World’s Largest Makers—Over 450,000 Now in Use cv 


APRIL 1956 


SUDBURY LABORATORY, Box 271, South Sudbury, Mass. 
Send me the Sudbury Soil Test Kits ordered by return mail: 


Horticultural Kits @ $14.95 each 


...... Super deLuxe Kits @ $29.95 each 


CT Send C.O0.D. 
plus postage. 





Lawn Beauly 
SPREADER 


An Entirely New Development 
for Accurate Lawn Feeding 


4 PATENTED FEATURES 
Rate Control Dial 
Cam Action Agitator 
Control Handle 
Removable Shutter 


JUST SET THE DIAL 


You’ll get the exact 

rate of flow for any 

chemical or organic 

fertilizer, lime, top 

dressing, bone meal, 
seed mixtures, etc., and it will spread 
more evenly and accurately than any 
other spreader—proved by tests. 


A good lawn is easy to make and 
maintain when you use a Lawn Beauty 
Spreader for fertilizing and seeding. It 
makes the job easier, saves much time 
and you do not waste fertilizer or seed, 
because Lawn Beauty spreads uniformly 
and economically at the exact rates 
recommended. 


Ask your local garden supply dealer for 
Lawn Beauty literature or write us direct. 





APPLICATION 
GUIDE WITH 
EACH 
Z SPREADER 
73 brand name fertilizers, 18 non-brand 
materials and fertilizers plus seed mix- 
tures have been factory calibrated with 
Lawn Beauty and can be spread exactly 
as recommended by the manufacturer. 


A Product 
SCHNEIDER METAL MANUFACTURING CO. 
1805-FG South 55th Ave., Chicago 50, lll. 





Readers’ 


Own Corner 


Discovery 


Dear Editor: 

Last summer I made a discovery in my 
garden. I have a nice collection of iris, 
but they looked unattractive every summer 
after the blooming season. Then a relative 
gave me several dozen montbretia bulbs 
and having no other place ready for them, 
I put them in my iris bed. 

They look pretty with their orange- 
colored blooms a foot above the iris, take 
little food from the iris and multiply 
rapidly. They call all the neighbors’ at- 
tention to that once-ugly bed of iris.— 
Mrs. GLEN McCarty, Shreveport, La. 


Chrysanthemums 


Dear Editor: 

Your article in October, “Autumn Is 
Chrysanthemum Time,” reminded me of 
my small garden of large chrysanthemums. 

I would like to exchange ideas, etc., on 
growing mums with people that grow them 
for a hobby.—Mnrs. Mary A. Pitts, 2160 
W. 30 St., Cleveland 13, Ohio. 


Iris Garden in Japan 


Dear Editor: 

I am a student of floriculture at Chiba 
University in Japan. One day I borrowed 
an old issue of FLOweER GROWER from my 
friend, and it attracted me much interest, 
for I could know aspects of gardening of 


America. Many of the articles became 
good references for us. Since then, I have 
been enjoying a monthiy subscription. 

Somé readers in America must be in- 
terested in gardening of the Far East. 
For them, I would like to introduce a 
Japanese iris garden. The above photo- 
graph is of Meiji jingu Iris Garden in 
Tokyo. In this garden, there are collected 
many varieties of /ris Kaempferi that were 
improved from the native Japanese species. 
They are planted beside a long, winding 
pond, and when they are in full bloom it 
becomes as it were a flower river. 

I wish to correspond with American 
readers.—aKIO ITO, 2392, 3-Chome Seta- 
gaya, Setagaya-hu, Tokyo, Japan. 


Wake up your soil 
" Se 


SS 


7 
“The Best On Earth 
ew YORK 
raiuTors INC... MI 
premige OUSTRIBUTONE 
Product of Conode 


id 


EXTRA -FINE Premier Soil X- 
pediter—the new velvety, non-gritty 
peat humus—is so finely pulverized 
that it blends uniformly and com- 
pletely with the soil—works right 
down to the roots—where its rich soil 
bacteria stimulates soil fertility. 


This finer textured organic expedites 
soil action—retains moisture and food 
for maximum root and plant growth. 
Free flowing—easy to use right out of 
the bag. 


The “best on earth” for seedlings ... 
top-dressing . . . soil building. 


Give your soil new and lasting vigor. 
Get Soil X-pediter now at your dealer. 
100-Ib. bag $4-49 50-1. bag $2-49 
Write for free folder 
“Wake Up Your Soil.” 
PREMIER PEAT MOSS CORP. 
Dept. A, 535 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 





When ordering from 
these pages be sure 
to mention FLOWER GROWER 











fun-work 
yard 
tractor 


WHEEL-HORSE 
This amazing little tractor turns yard 
work into carefree FUN. Just let 
Wheel-Horse “‘Ride-Away” do the 
work around your own place while.you 
just sit and steer. Does lawn jobs in a 
jiffy . .. 3-gang mower cuts 5-ft. swath! 
Clears snow with nary a huff or puff. 
Plow .. . Cultivate ...Use any of 22 
attaching tools to do all yard and 
garden jobs. This versatile fun-work 
tractor has 5 forward speeds and a 
reverse! It’s powered by a husky 24% 22 
h.p. (or 34% h.p.) engine mounted on Tools 
heavy channel steel chassis. Complete __ for all 
line of garden tractors from 2 to 8 h.p. Garden Work 


Write for Details and Name of Dealer 
Wheel-Horse Products Company 
2643-G Dixieway North, South Bend, Ind. 


FLOWER GROWER 





U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE DEVELOPES 
NEW GRASS ... THAT SMOTHERS CRABGRASS! 


Beige se 


elhrives Under Scorching Sun For Present Or New Lawns Grows Well in Any Soil 


eleeds 2/3 Less Mowing lever Needs Re-Seeding Won't Burn Brown 


Now you can have a care-free iawn that stays lush and green! Amazing AMAZOY 
Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass thrives in hottest weather. It’s deep-growing root system 
(2 ft. or more) retains deep-under-ground water, enabling it to go weeks without rain 
or watering. Grows well in any soil, does not wash out, and eliminates ugly brown or 
bare spots due to drought. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT APPROVED 


Credit for amazing MEYER Z-52 Zovsia Grass belongs to the U. S. Dept. of 
Agriculture and the U. S. Golf Assn., Greens Section. After years of experi- 
mentation, their specialists perfected this amazing grass with advantages never 
before available. In addition, thousands of delighted lawn owners all over the 
country have proven that an AMAZOY Meyer Z-52 lawn improves year after 


year. 


CHOKES OUT CRABGRASS, WEEDS 


AMAZOY Zoysia Grass spreads to 
form a dense, velvety turf that grows 
so thick and hardy that crabgrass, 
weeds, disease and insects cannot live 
in it. 


AMAZOY IS GUARANTEED TO GROW 


AMAZOY is the finest pure strain of 
Meyer Z-52 Zoysia Grass. Field grown 
under rigid supervision. Guaranteed 
free of weeds, AMAZOY is taken out 
of the ground at the proper time for 
fast- sure growth. Scientifically pre- 
pared by our Zoysia Experts to reach 
you fresh, green, vigorous! Fully guar- 
anteed to grow. Any AMAZOY plug 
which fails to grow will be replaced 
absolutely free of cost. Order now 
with assured confidence because you 
deal with this large reliable Zoysia 
Farm direct. No middle man. 


NOT ENOUGH FOR DEMAND 


There is not enough Meyer Z-52 Zoy- 
sia Grass in the ground to supply the 
fast-growing demand for this far su- 
perior grass. To assure prompt ship- 
ment, order by mail now while supply 
is still available. 


2/3 LESS CARE NEEDED 


AMAZOY grows on steep hills, sandy 
soils . . . even at ocean beaches, where 
other grass can’t. Needs % less mow- 
ing, even less care. Resists “play- 
ground” punishment. Never requires 
re-seeding. Goes off color after heavy 
frosts . . . survives sub-zero tempera- 
tures . . . becomes a rich beautiful 
green in spring .. . STAYS GREEN 
all summer long when you're using 
and enjoying your lawn. That’s when 
“ordinary” grass turns brown and ugly. 
A true perennial! 


EASY TO PLANT—NOT GROWN FROM SEED 
AMAZOY comes to you in 2 inch plugs of living fully-grown 
grass, as recommended by the Dept. of Agriculture, ready to 
plant. Once planted, AMAZOY’s flourishing root system spreads 
to form a thick velvety turf. No loss as with seeds, can’t wash- 
out or feed hungry birds. 


EACH AMAZOY PLUG SUPPLIES 50 TRANSPLANTS YEARLY 


Once you plant AMAZOY plugs the flourishin 


root runners soon cover your 


planted area solidly! Then you can transplant plugs. Simply take 20 to 25 plugs 
per square foot twice a year, from the original area, and plant where wanted. 


GENUINE 
MEYER 2-52 
GIVES RICH 

VELVETY TURF 


Featured In 
LOOK and Other Mags. 
Also by 
GODFREY on TV 


LOOK MAGAZINE says: 


pe Z-52 Zoysia Grass grows so thick two men can’t 
pull it apart! It’s close growth kills weeds, laughs at crab- 
grass and turns its greenest in blistering sun. 





ORDER DIRECT FROM GROWER 
TO INSURE FRESH, LIVING MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 


INCLUDES EXCLUSIVE $4.95 2-WAY PLUGGER 


With 100 or more plugs, we enclose our 
new patented plugger . . . plugs lawn and 
destroys harmful competing grass at same 
time, giving you far faster, healthier 
growth than with any other zoysia grass. 
NO ONE ELSE CAN OFFER YOU 
HIS WORK-SAVING, GROWTH- 
RODUCING 2-WAY PLUGGER. 


50 100 plugs and plugger $11.98 

300 plugs and plugger $24.98 
icra: 650 plugs and plugger $49.98 
$498 


West of Miss. River add 75¢ 
° per 50 plugs for shipping. 


WRITE FOR PRICES ON LARGER QUANTITIES 














SPECIAL NUTRI-20 
WATER SOLUBLE FERTILIZER 


Amazing scientific discovery, GUARANTEES healthier, 
more beautiful lawns in 7 days or less. Many Times More 
Blooms weeks earlier . . . Thriving Decorative Shrubs all 
year ’round. 3 Ib. can, now $3.75—5 Ib. package now $5.00. 


ZOYSIA FARM NURSERIES, DEPT.-1D 


333 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Ill. @ 602 N. Howard St., Baltimore 1, Md. 


APRIL 1956 











VISSER’S puTcu-MASTER 


GLADIOLUS 


NOW AS LOW AS 82 cents EACH!! 


From Holland—12 varieties of gladiolus which have been acclaimed at exhibition tables of the 
continent. Have gorgeous blooms in your gerden from mid-summer ‘til frost. Control blooming 
dates by staggering your planti Prof I growers generally allow 80 days from pliant- 
ing date to blooming date. You can do the same. Order now for an early start. 


ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS 
icherevenan Vet Sie 


Choose 36 bulbs from 12 varieties listed below. Bulbs are packaged 3 to a unit. Make selec- 
tions of combinations that suit you best—all of one kind—or 12 different varieties. Minimum 
order $3.00. 

















712 FAMOUS VARIETIES TO CHOOSE FROM: 


Packed in individual units of 3 bulbs to a unit 


Number of units 
3 Maria Goretti, pure white ............ . * 
3 Arc De Triomphe, creamy yellow .... 
3 Pactolus, peach with red center .... 
3 Picardy, h pink 
3 General Eisenhower, begonia rose.. 
3 Autumn Glory, dark rase 
3 New Europe, bright red 







Number of units 





3 Merry Widow, lavender, white 

center 
3 Memorial Day, wine red 
3 Gratia, light lavender . 
3 Ravel, blue 





































DIRK VISSER & CO. 
IPSWICH, MASSACHUSETTS 





TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 











































| 
Name Camelia Flowered 
Street : 12 Bul = $3.00 
sa 1 = SAVE MONEY — Write for FREE 
1 enclose .............. t0 cover my order. Minimum order $3.00 advance price list of 


Fall Bulbs 


“THE MULTIFLORAS™ 


BRIGHT NEW STARS IN OUR GALAXY OF ....+.2--s 


america's Finest AFRICAN VIOLETS 


The Multifloras, as their name implies, produce bouquets 
and bouquets of large, double-frilled flowers. The Multifloras 
are bloomers . . . beautiful bloomers, the latest developments 
in our continuous program of hybridization and selection . 


Multiflora Pink % 2 

Multiflora White 

Multiflora Blue EACH 
Multiflora Sky-Blue any 4— $7.00 postpaid 


Multiflora Mauve ll 6—$10.00 postpaid 
Multiflora Lavender e.. sain 





Check, “Money: Order 

























FOUR-COLOR SPECIAL 
brand new ‘56 introductions 
The New Alma Wright—superb double white..$2.50 








Blue Halo—best of the Blue Genevas........0...0. . 1.50 
Ultraviolet—gorgeous deep bra single... 1.50 
Pink Glacier—best fringed pink 2.00 








reg. value $7.50—special offer only $6 postpaid 


CHOICE VARIETIES FOR BEGINNERS 
Purple Shadows—good blue $1.00 
Snowflake—single white... 1.50 
Silhouette—ruffled hybrid... 1.50 
Pink Cheer—pretty pink... 1.00 
Multiflora Blue Edna Fischer—lovely double.._... 2.00 
ALL 5—ONLY $6 POSTPAID 























Our Beautiful ‘56 catalogue is 

ready. 30 varieties in full color 

—write for your free copy 
y- 

























SAFE ARRIVAL GUARANTEED 





.-— 





er greenhouses 
Orders $6 or over postpaid, under add 50c DEPT. FG LINWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
















Reader Ideas 


WATER-LILY TRICK 
from Miss E. Taylor (N.C.) 


Water-lilies add a peculiar beauty to 
any room and are particularly lovely 
as a table centerpiece. But unhappily, 
they want to close when the day is done. 

I have found that a few drops of 
wax from a candle—one whose color 
matches that in the heart of the flower— 
will keep the petals from closing without 
marring the lily’s beauty. 


TIME SAVER 
from R. W. Graham (Penn. ) 


There are many trees in the wide 
expanse of my lawn planted by a pre- 
vious owner who carefully cut away the 
sod around each tree in a large circle. 
This is a good horticultural practice 
but it creates a big problem for me— 
the fellow who mows the lawn. 

Lawns look better if you mow them 
in a straight line, but the circles around 
the trees make it impossible to keep the 
pattern straight and by circling around 
the trees and then resuming the straight- 
line pattern, | was obliged to go over 
a certain amount of lawn several times. 
So, I changed all the circles to squares 
and now I can mow straight from front 
to back of the lawn. 


PREVENT RUST ON TOOLS 
from Albert Sachs (N.J.) 


Being an old string saver, I never 
could throw away the polyethylene bags 
in which the plants I receive from mail- 
order nurseries are wrapped. I’ve accu- 
mulated dozens of various sizes and 
have found a good use for them. After 
I clean and oil trowels, pruning shears, 
branch loppers and hedge clippers after 
use, I find a polyethylene bag to fit the 
tool, wrap the tool in it and close the 
bag tight with a Twistem wrapped 
around the end. The bag keeps moisture 
out and the wrapped tools do not rust. 


VEGETABLE POT PLANTS 
from Miss Myrtle Odland (Ia. ) 


When you are setting out pepper 
plants in your vegetable garden, save 
one and plant it in a large flower pot. 
Place it outdoors in full sun and water 
and fertilize it as you would a house 
plant. When it gets cold in fall take it 
indoors and pick fresh peppers all win- 
ter. I did this successfully last spring 
and plan to try an eggplant this year. 

[See Reader Idea box, page 95) 


FLOWER GROWER 


COMPLETE BOOK OF 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 
Rockwell & Grayson. 
How to create every 
type of arrangement 
for home or flower 
- exhibit. 232 pic- 
tures, 89 Soe 
in color! Pub. $4.9 


ANYONE CAN GROW 
ROSES — Cynthia 
Westcott, the Plant 
Doctor. New, = 
and enlarged edition. 
Valuable handbook 
lanting 


rieties. Pub. $2.75 





Any Two 


OF THESE PRACTICAL GARDEN BOOKS 





TREASURY 
OF AMERICAN GARDENING 
By Flower Grower editors. 
Big 7” by 10%” book of 
ideas, practical helps, pic- 
torial delights! Articles by 
F. F. Rockwell, Ro 
Lemmon, Montague Free, 
etc. 173 pictures, 67 color! 
Pub. ed. $7.50 


for only 


up TO $13.45 VALUE IN PUB. EDITIONS 


YES. choose ANY TWO of the beautiful and useful illus- 
trated books on this page for less than the price of one! 

With this big money-saving offer is included FREE member- 

ship in the famous American Garden Guild Book Club. 


The Club offers you—at big savings—the best newly published books 
in all fields of gardening—selected by an editorial panel of experts in- 
cluding Montague Free, former Horticulturist for the Brooklyn Botan- 
ical Garden, and Fred F. Rockwell, well-known gardening authority. 

Club selections are beautifully printed and bound, profusely illus- 
trated, often with full-color photos and paintings by famous horticul- 
tural artists. Yet they come to you at an average saving of 20% from 
the price of publishers’ editions! Selections cover the entire range of 
gardeners’ interests—flowers, fruits, trees, vegetables, shrubs, house 
plants, birds, wild flowers, landscaping, garden we, building, and 
care. But you buy only the books you want! you don’t have to 
take one every month. As few as 4 books in 24 months—yes, only 4 
— during your first two years as a member—are all you agree 
to buy! 


FREE BONUS BOOKS! With every fourth book you select, the Club 
sends you absolutely FREE—a brand-new, full-size garden book of 
special value and interest—usually worth $3.00 or more! 


SEND NO MONEY! 


Just mail the coupon. We will send 
you any two books you choose from 
this page—value up to $13.45 in pub- 
lishers’ editions—and you will be 
billed only $2.89. (We pay postage.) 
Thereafter, you will receive the Club's 
Bulletin, describing forthcoming se- 
lections. American —. Guild 
Book Club, Garden City, 


Just Published! 
WHAT'S NEW IN GARDENING 


Dr. P. P. Pirone. Inform- 
ative, easy-to-understand 
guide that brings you up- 
to-date on new plants and 
flowers, new fruits and 
vegetables, new trees and 
shrubs, new materials, 
tools, and methods. Illus- 
trated. Pub. ed. $3.50 








PRACTICAL GARDENING 
Olive Mason Gunnison. 
Complete primer for the 
beginner in all phases of 
home gardening, with data 
on new methods, new ma- 
terials and new varieties. 


384 pages. Pub. $4.50 ALL ABOUT HOUSE PLANTS—Mon- 


tague Free. most authorita- 
tive and yaognn | illustrated book 


ning. All about 
10,008 GARDEN QUESTIONS—Ed. by bo 


“gultivation 
Rockwell. Whole field of 1! i i ,000 
gardening—flowers, shrubs, fruits, 5 : Sane gy pene a, Pon. 
vegetables, soils, landsca ing, "f= Pe alee: be — 
pests, diseases, etc.—covered by , 
experts in questions and answers. 


Ns gg A, rt pages, 400 pictures. 


Pub. ed 


COMPLETE BOOK OF GARDEN 
MAGIC—Roy Biles. New re- 
vised edition! All about 
planning, plantin ne oe and 
care of lawns, 

trees, flowers, fruits, ~~ 
1,000 pictures—18 in color! 
$12 pages. Pub. 

ed. $3.95 


APRIL 1956 


COMPLETE BOOK OF ANNUALS 
F. F. Rockwell & Esther 
Grayson. How to use an- 
nuals to best effect, in suc- 
cession planting and by 
themselves, for — 
flowers from —_ 
frost. Cultural information 
on 500 species. 93 photos. 
Pub. ed. $5.95 


TAYLOR'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 


GARDENING—Ed. by or- 
man Taylor, assisted by 
68 specialists. New edition 
of the most complete gar- 
den reference book—now 
revised and enlarged. 
12,381 entries, 1,225 ‘ 
637 illustrations. Pub. ed 

$5.00 


MAIL THIS COUPON 


AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD BOOK CLUB, 
Dept. 4-FG, Gorden City, New York 
Please enroll me as a member. Send me at once, postpaid, the two 
books checked below—and bill me ONLY $2.89 FOR BOTH. 
All About House Plants Practical Gardening 
Anyone Can Grow Roses Taylor's Encyclopedia of 
Complete Book of Annuals Gardening 
Complete Book of Flower 10,000 Garden Questions 
Arrangement Treasury of American Gardening 
(C) Complete Book of Garden Magic What's New in Gardening 
Also send me my first issue of Garden Bulletin, telling me about 
the new forthcoming Garden Book Club selections. I may notify 
= in advance if I do not wish the following month’s selection. 
purchase of books is entirely volunt on my part. I am 
not = to accept more than 4 s in 24 months of 
mem ip. I pay nothing except the price of each selection | 
accept (club pays Mar coon coon with every fourth selection, I 
am to receive our current Bonus Book. 
NO-RISK GUARANTEE: If not delighted. return both 
books in 7 days and membership will be cancelled. 
Mr. Please 
Mrs. i 
Miss 


City & 
Zone 











: State 
in Canada. Address American Garden Guild 
Toronto 2, Ont. Offer good in U. S. & Canada only. 


Selection price slightly higher 
(Canada), 105 Bond St., 





THE 

CLEMSON ‘Swir/-Awey” rotary 

SAFER AND CLEANER THAN ANY OTHER 
ROTARY MOWER 


A patented disk spins with the cutting 


pets and you, and no packing of the 
grass within the hood. 


Mme oe Se em mn ee ee 


the CLEMSON Power-Drive" 
Reel type mower 


a nm me ee ee ee ee 
ee ee eee eee ee 


eee ees ane ae eee ee oe ee ee oe oe a 


WALK—the 
Power Drive 
moves ahead 


HANDLE-—the Power 
Drive’s wheels stop, FLIP 
LEVER — Reel stops, but 
mower moves under own 
power. 
ew en ae awen eee as ww wee woesws 
E-17 5* 
17” CUT 
E-16 nd 
16” CUT 


Special * 
6" CUT 1 


49°" 


18” CUT 


f 
! 
1 
1 
' 
! 
! 
1 
! 
1 
i 
1 
I 


oT 
nl 
i 
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These mowers cannot be surpassed 
for perfect cutting and long life. 
Height and cutting adjustments can 
be made without tools. Special place- 
ment of the handle prevents the 
mower from “bobbing” when it hits 
bumps or snags. Extra large triple 
rollers prevent damage to sod. Semi- 
pneumatic tires. Baked enamel finish. 


*Prices Slightly Higher Denver West. 


— ew ee ee a aw ewe eee yy 
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1956 dahlia 
testing program 


LOWER GROWER and the American 
EF Dahlia Society have changed their 

policies slightly for their 1956 
dahlia testing program which will benefit 
dahlia hybridizers and introducers as 
well as home gardeners. 

Under the new policies, the entry 
fees for both the FLOWER GROWER Na- 
tional Dahlia Honor Roll and the A.D.S. 
Trial Gardens will be the same—$3.00 
per variety payable at the time of entry 
in both cases. 

As in the past, FLOWER GROWER will 
publish the reports of its four regional 
testers in the January issue, listing the 
Honor Roll dahlias. In addition, we will 
also publish a list of A-D.S. Certificate 
winners from the Trial Gardens in the 
February issue. To be listed on the 
Honor Roll or receive an A.D.S. Cer- 
tificate, a variety must receive 85 points 
or more on. the A.D.S. score card. In 
other words, these will be the best of 
the new varieties. 

Dahlia growers are reminded that 
they can send their entries to any one or 
all of the four Honor Roll testers or five 
A.D.S. Trial Gardens. All entries and 
shipments of stock should be made by 
May 15. The testers and Trial Gardens 
request that only clean, disease-free 
stock be sent of varieties which, from 
past experience, can be expected to rate 
high on the score card. 

Plants and fees should be sent directly 
to the individual tester or Trial Garden, 
which is listed below: 


HONOR ROLL TESTERS 

East: Lynn B. Dudley, 25 Irving Place, 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 

Midwest: J. Louis Roberts, 12147 Har- 
vard Avenue, Chicago 28, Ill. 

West: Richard T. Eddy, Box B9, En- 
cinitas, Calif. 

South: C. E. Faust, 3532 Piedmount 
Road, N.E. Atlanta, Ga. 


A.D.S. TRIAL GARDENS 

Eastern: Long island Agricultural and 
Technical Institute, Farmingdale, L.I. 

Midwest: Michigan State College, East 
Lansing, Mich. 

Ohio Valley: Ault Park, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Southern: East Point, Ga. 

Pacific Coast: Lakeside Park, Oakland, 
Calif. 


For additional information on A.D.S. 
Trial Gardens and names of superin- 
tendents, write Lynn B. Dudley, A.D.S. 
Editor of Publications, 25 Irving Place, 
New Rochelle, N.Y. 


TOO SHADY FOR 
LAWN GRASS 


? 


USE PATENTED IVY— 


As ground cover for SHADY PLACES where ao 
will not grow. Ideal for BANKS and SLOPES. 
Recommended planting—potted plants, one foot 

rt—rooted cuttings, six inches apart. Potted 
plants in 22 inch pots. 


Maple Queen, Pet. No. 429 


Green Ripple, Pct. No. 1067 
50 for $18.00 prepaid 
Rooted cutting 25 for $2.75 
100 for $8.00 prepaid 


BUSH IVY... 
Ideal for low hedges in formal gardens. 
Sy for Banks. In 2/2 inch pots. 


‘or $18.00 prepaid each 


LUTHER IVY... 
Self-clinging ivy for brick walls. In 21/2 inch 
its. 
fo for $6.50 prepaid 


Orders $6.50 or more shipped prepaid. On 
smaller orders add 50c for mailing costs. 


BABCOCK BLVD., 
PITTSBURGH 9, PA. 





by Edmont 


America’s favorite garden gloves. 
They feel so soft, look so gay and 
outwear all others of similar price. 
Dirt repellent and washable. Men's 








and women’s colors and sizes, < 
girl 
friday ° 


Soft knit-lined plastic gloves for house 
and garden. Keep hands comfortable 
in hot or cold water. Slip 

on and off in a wink. Far 4s 
outwear rubber gloves. 











mont 


Edmont Mfg. Co., Coshocton, Ohio 


$1.29 everywhere. 
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Amazing New Automatic Gardener 
Wipes Out Crabgrass, Weeds and Insects 


-Fertilizes Your Entire Garden 


How would you like to have the greenest, thickest, lushest lawn in your 
neighborhood . . . without Caen, aces ppt or any other weed to mar 
the beauty of that lawn? How would you like to see your trees, your 
shrubs, your vegetables, your flowers, your whole garden burst forth into 
the healthiest, most luxurious bloom you've ever seen? How would you 
like to have that breathtaking lawn and garden free of bugs and insect 
pests? And how would you like to enjoy this garden of your dreams this 
very season... without hard work, without spending a "lot. of time and 
money ... without expending any more extra effort, in fact, than it takes 


to turn on a faucet! 


Amazing New Invention Practically 
Grows Your Garden For You! 


Pictured at the right is the Hydromix 
Automatic Gardener. With this amaz- 
ing new invention attached to your 
hose faucet you can free your lawn 
and borders of crabgrass . . . without 
bending down to dig up a single weed 
- . « Without endangering your me 
and shrubs with deadly ae ° 
without dri around a 

or sprayer! sily and a heavy tent 
you can kill every common type of 
bug and imsect that threatens your 
lawn, garden, trees, etc. Your lawn 
grows thicker, greener, richer in just 
seven days. Vegetables, shrubs, trees, 
flowers burst into the most luxurious 
bloom you’ve ever seen! 

Twist of the Wrist Keeps Your Lawn, 
Borders and Rose Beds Free of 
Crabgrass and Weeds 
All you do is attach the, Hydromix 
Automatic Gardener to your hose 
faucet and screw on the bottle of 
liquid Hydromix Crabgrass and Weed 
Preventer. Then turn on your sprink- 
ler. That’s all! While you sit back and 
read the Sundey pepe, the Hydromix 
directs the amaz- 
= new Hedrons Crabgrass and 

Weed Preventer thru_your sprinkler 
and onto your lawn. Because it kills 
only sprouting seed, you can use the 
Hydromix Crabgrass and Weed Pre- 
venter as directed on your lawn, 





"Just 2 minutes of your time can 
make our crabgrass-choked lawn as 
-free as the finest golf green! 


New Way To Fertilize Your 
Lawn and Garden 


While other gerdeners spend hours 
wrestling ith heavy sacks of fer- 
tilizer, trudging up and down their 
lawn in the hot sun pushing their 
spreaders — you can sit back and 
watch your entire lawn and garden 
fertilized for you! And what fertilizer! 
The most highly concentrated liquid 
plant food ever offered to the home- 
owner! So high in nitrogen content — 

it shows immediate greening of lawns 
— but that’s not all! Hydromix Liquid 
Fertilizer also contains 

acid and —all in a scientifically 
balanced formula to insure the sturdi- 
est, healthiest growth. Not a powder 
— but a liquid formula all prepared 
and ready to use. 


Easy To Rid Your Lawn Even of 
Established Crabgrass 
That's right — wit ith miraculous Hydro- 
mix Liquid “Sodar” Crabgrass Killer! 
It’s sa ge oe solution of di- 
sodium methyl arsonate — the first 
and only truly selective crabgrass kill- 


Here's An Easy Way To Kill 


Every Type of Common Garden Insect! 
Now you can kill every 
bug and 





WHILE YOU READ THE 
SUNDAY PAPER! 


common type of 
tens your garden 
fertilizes your lawn for you. 























Turn hose into a Power oe 

oe protect the most a 

plants from bugs and insects 
ecsthilite te tiene Uaetenadir hehe 
Gardener, and turn on your faucet. 
With a wave of bing hose, you can 
spray your tree t . all the way 
up to 30 fect in the @ air! For vegetables 
and delicate flowers, use the special 
mist nozzle. It screws on to the end 
of your hose and directs a fine, fan- 
like mist that covers and protects 
your plants! 


Use With Any A Water P; 








back” into your water supply, be- 
cause of the automatic check valve. 
Mail Coupon Now For 90-Day 
Free Trial! 
Send now for 90-day ening of any 
or all of these ag new H: 











COMPLETE 
KIT ONLY 
$9.46 








(You Save 


8 o2.; 
Mist "Nose ot e 
but yours at this aaa ntroductory Price 
Use Spaces Below to Order Hydromix Products Separately 





| 





products. Use them on your lawn and 
garden with this guarantee. You must 
be absolutely delighted with these 
Hydromix ucts, or you get your 
money ! But you must act im- 
mediately. Mail no-risk coupon now! 


Special! Hydromix Automatic 
Gardener Yours FREE! 


To introduce you to these a 
new Hydromix ae, 


yours for only 

+ @ savings of $3.95! Act 

now to take advantage of this special 
offer! It saves you the full price of 
the Hydromix Automatic Gardener! 


Doggett-Pfeil Co., Springfield, N. J. 


APRIL 1956 


SAVE MORE! Check nny td if you are 
all delivery and postage charges. Same 




















REVOLUTIONARY NEW 
NITROGEN FERTILIZER 
FROM BORDEN'S 


Feed just once 


years supply! 


now Dordens i 


eR lawns, gardens, trees,’ 
shrubs full year's supply of 

the nitrogen they need. 

e Won't burn when used as recommended 

e Ends hit-or-miss nourishment * Won't leach 


Your lawn, flowers, shrubs, trees, win- 
dow box plants and house plants need a 
steady supply of nitrogen for well-sus- 
tained growth, 

Now just one application of BORDEN’S 
38 gives them ail they need when they 
need it . . . throughout the growing 
season. In tropical or sub-tropical areas, Available in 2%, 02., 1 lb. and 5 Ib. 
feed twice a year. cans; 25 Ib. and 50 Ib. bags. 

That's because new BORDEN’S 38 releases nitrogen at a controlled rate. Ne more 
worry whether your costly plants are underfed. No more burning or root injury 
from over-feeding. Yet the cost of the nitrogen in BORDEN’S 38 is no more than 
if you bought organic fertilizer containing only 3% to 7% nitrogen. 

With BORDEN’S 38 you'll get a sturdier, more velvety lawn—more brilliantly col- 
ored blooms. You'll harvest tastier fruits and vegetables—see more luxuriant leaf 
growth on shrubs and trees. 


Choose the way to feed vital nitrogen—safely, easily. Use revolution- 
ary new BORDEN’S 38—far superior to fast-acting, water soluble nitrogen 
fertilizers already on the market. 


IF IT’S Bordon IT’S GOT TO BE GOOD! 


Tne Borden Company, Chemical Division, 350 Madison Ave., New York 17,,N. Y. 


ALL-STEEL mam [rellises... 


ALL STEEL lifetime trellises are made from 16-gauge 
channel steel coated with heavy outside high gloss white 
lacquer. Both types shipped knocked down. Can be 
easily assembled in a few minutes. Fan type has uprights 
welded to heavy steel plates which drive in ground. Up- 
right is 24 inches wide and 7 feet high. Fan has 54 inch 
spread and is 7 feet high. Shipping charges prepaid. 
Upright $5.50 each; fan $6.00 each. Cash or C.O.D. 
In Ohio add 3% 


STANWADE METAL PRODUCTS 


Attn. $. L. WOOFTER- * BOX 23-F « HARTFORD, OHIO 
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West Coast 
Pointers 


by NORVELL GILLESPIE 


ARDENING ENTHUSIASM reaches 
G new heights in April, when the 

thermometer begins to roll up- 
wards and the days become sunnier and 
longer. Granted, that in the higher al- 
titudes there will still be a few frosty 
mornings and the ground may be cold 
and wet, but for many Westerners spring 
has really arrived. 

This year promises to be one of the 
best garden seasons yet. There are many 
new annuals and perennials to entice 
gardeners and, of course, there are some 
outstanding new roses such as the 1956 
All-America winner, Circus. For the 
gadget-minded man of the house, there 
are many new improved tools that will 
make gardening easier than ever before. 

Less than five dollars’ worth of seed 
will assure a garden full of color for the 
summer and fall months. Members of 
the Pacific Seedsmen’s Association, an 
organization of commercial seed grow- 
ers, have picked the following thirty 
annuals as the best all-around perform- 
ers in the West: zinnia, marigold, 
petunia, sweet pea, nasturtium, aster, 
snapdragon, morning-glory, larkspur, 
calendula, poppy, portulaca, dahlia, 
alyssum, cosmos, bachelors-button, 
phlox, stock, bells of Ireland, cocks- 
comb, Virginian stock, wild flowers, 
godetia, ageratum, balsam, mixed 
gourds, clarkia, gypsophila, nemesia and 
linaria. 

More and more gardeners throughout 
the West are growing plants from seed. 
In doing this, they can fill their gardens 
with color at little cost. Another advan- 
tage in growing plants from seed is that 
there is no need for transplanting when 
seeds are sown where they are to flower. 

Buying bedding plants, however, has 
the advantage of earlier bloom, but has 
also the disadvantages of higher cost and 
limited number of varieties and pure 
strains available. 

Choose for your window box some 
annuals with a dwarf or drooping habit. 
Balcony-type petunias are excellent, as 
are tall nasturtiums, giant morning- 
glories, ageratum, calliopsis (coreopsis), 
annual pinks, lobelia, phlox and zinnias. 
These annuals require at least six hours 
of sun each day. 

The war against crabgrass begins this 
month, when the telltale leaves are just 
beginning to develop. They’re longer, 
wider and chunkier than those of other 
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How WO-SEE GRASS BARRIER 


eliminates lawn edging 
and grass trimming 


NO MORE "CLIPPERS CRAMP"_ your mower 
can’t get the grass and weeds that grow close to tree 
trunks, or under shrubs, hedges and fences. When you 
get through mowing, haif your work still remains to be 
done . . . the back-breaking, wearisome job of hand 
trimming those hard-to-get-at spots. Unless you hand 


TRIM AS YOU MOW- You can eliminate hand 
iw g do the whole job as you mow, by installing 
NO-SEE Grass Barrier around trees and shrub plant- 
ings, along flower beds, fences and hedges. Remove the 
sod and keep the area mulched. NO-SEE keeps out 
the grass, and the few weed seeds that drift in and 


sprout can be easily controlled by applying a mulch, 


trim your lawn looks unsightly, and if you do, the time 
cultivation, or spraying with one of the new herbicides. 


it takes keeps you from doing other things you enjoy. 


oe ee PLANTINGS—No-See bends 

. conforms to any planting design. Keeps out 
ane makes cultivation easy. Neat, graceful borders 
dramatize the beauty of shrub arrangement 


BIRD BATHS—Drive down a circle of No-See and re- 
move dirt to a depth of two inches. Put in a layer of roof- 
ing paper or old magazines and fill with crushed stone or, 
better yet, crushed granite or sand for bird grit. 


Get No-See Grass Barrier from leading department, garden, hardware and 
nursery stores ... If not available locally, order direct. Shipped prepaid. 


Carton of 40 feet $4.98 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 


921 NINTH ST. S.E. * MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 


NO-SEE Grass Barrier keeps grass in its place 
permanently. Eliminates ed and trimming. Gives 
aoe lawn that freshly-edged, just-trimmed look and 
eeps it that way all summer. Made of corrugated, 
alvanized steel that lasts a lifetime. Sections two 
eet long by 4 inches deep key together with s 

clips to make any length. Just drive down to soil level. 
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Save money now on these most popular bulbs for spring 
planting, also some to pot right away for house plants 
indoors. The tremendous demand of new gardeners may 
exhaust supplies early, so don’t wait. Thousands of gar- 
deners order these Burpee bargains every year, for gor- 
geous color all summer and fall— 
Dollar Specials and Larger Quantities. 






JVI TV 


Early Pianting Brings 


Extra Enjoyment 
It’s a pleasure to watch bulbs ww in your 
own sunny window—several kinds can be 


yniteed 


when warm weather comes. M: 
—order all your spring planting needs now! 


r ae CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY == 
W. ATLEE BURPEE Co. 
728 Burpee Building 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 
Send postpaid the guaranteed Burpee Bulbs marked below: 


Giant Double Camellia Begonias 8797 

Exotic large double blooms, many rich clear colors mixed. Loveli- 

est of all flowers for partial shade, flooding the garden with gor- 

ous hues. Also prized for house plants and on porch or terrace. 
y to grow, blooming all summer and fall. The lbs increase in 

size from year to year. Start some in pots right no 


(10 Bulbs $1. (_)25 Bulbs $2.50 150 Bulbs $5.00 


Trailing or Hanging Begonias 814 

Often wom ey in baskets or bowls to hang from ceiling of porch, 
breezeway, or indoors. Also in window boxes, ledges, pots. Grace- 
ful trailing branches suspend bevies of large double fiowers in a 
cascade of glorious color all season. Easy to grow. Mixed colors. 


(3 Bulbs $1. (6 Bulbs $2.00 ()12 Bulbs $3.75 


Giant Trumpet Gloxinias 276 

Superb, fast-growing house plants that bloom up to 4 months. As 
fast as the flowers finish, new buds open to take their place. Exqui- 
site trumpet flowers, 3 to 5 in across, in glistening white, reds, 
blues and violets, some with white borders. Easy to grow. 


$1. (6 Bulbs $2.00 (_)12 Bulbs $4.00 


Fancy Leaf Caladiums 2284 

Grown for their spectacular cupid-heart foliage, strikingly veined, 
variegated, mottled. Brilliant mixed colors. ey flourish even in 
Shady garden spots. Unique as houseplants. Changing colors and 
new leaves bring added interest daily. The bulbs get larger from 
year to year. For a 1 enjoyment, plant now. 


Bulbs $1. (12 Bulbs $2.00 ()25 Bulbs $4.00 


Show Lilies (speciosum rubrum) 7253 

No flower can be more radiant than these aristocratic, exquisitely 
perfumed lilies. So beautiful, so easy to grow, happy even in semi- 
shade, 3 ft. or more tall. One of the most popular. Several large 
crimson-blotched white-and-pink blooms are borne on each stalk, 
in Aug. and Sept. Don’t miss their charm ! 


(2 Bulbs $1. ()6 Bulbs $3.00 (_\12 Bulbs $5.75 


Regal Lilies 7249 

Huge, intensely fragrant, long trumpet blooms, pure white shaded 
lilac-pink outside. Most popular, easiest to grow, blooming in 
July. Wiry stems 3 to 5 ft. tall. Will live for years. 


$1. ()12 Bulbs $2.75 (|25 Bulbs $5.00 
Tall Giant Gladiolus 2409 


Choice varieties, all best colors mixed, guaranteed to bloom this 
summer. Our r economy-size bulbs, in. and more across, 
over 3 in. around—for largest number of flowerspikes at low cost. 
Ww for bouquets. America’s favorite flower to grow from 
bulbs. Plant some every two weeks for flowers all season. 


(145 Bulbs $1. ((}100 Bulbs $2.00 (\250 Bulbs $5.00 
teeta Spee Tigerflowers 8895 


hues, the large uniquely-fashioned flowers oa 
stems pc ae me like gladiolus, but new flowers open daily. 
ing “seashell” center blotched carmine, purple or mahogany, three 
seucebal petals in scarlet, rose, yellow or orange. Mixed colors. 


()6 Bulbs $1. (_j12 Bulbs $1.85 (_|30 Bulbs $3.75 


Garden Amaryllis ("Mystery Flower”) 7648 
Like magic, sturdy flower-stalks “Ea'per stem up in A t, bear- 
ing large lavender-pink apr tg 8 to plant’s 
leaves grow in spring when tulips Leooes, nae a disappear 
long before the flowers come. A garden adventure for you! Place 
in a porn bene planting, for years of enjoyment. 


Bulbs $1. (_)6 Bulbs $2.60 (_)12 Bulbs $5.00 


nclosed 
I'm Saving EvenMore! ig ee 
Send all 9 $1 Lots above, 
81 bulbs in all, for only $7.25. 


Please 

print 

III 2 isda da dives cbocecindbheabectovsnphesatbonesbiakstectotinsl 
DOP Oeics nicsneves tctverasconccsrsccccccencvcossonsvsooscsecuaiee 
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grasses. Apply a chemical crabgrass 
killer now, before the crabgrass be- 
comes coarse, stemmy and hard to con- 
trol. The material can be applied with 
a fertilizer spreader. 

Be on the alert with the hose. April 
may be a dry month or it may have a 
few light rains. But unless there are 
some heavy rains, it will be necessary to 
use the hose regularly, especially around 
newly set trees and shrubs. One of the 
first signs of a drying topsoil is the wilt- 
ing of chrysanthemum tips. New roses 
that were planted bare-root in January 
or February and have few roots as yet 
should not be allowed to dry out. 
Strong winds, especially northerly ones, 
can dry the soil rapidly. When these 
winds prevail, watch new bedding plants 
closely since they have shallow roots 
and will wilt quickly. 

Busy little ants have had columns 
devoted to them by well-meaning writers 
who are not gardeners. However, ants 
are responsible for much more injury 
to vegetable and flower gardens than is 
generally realized. They often injure 
roots that are near their nests. They 
also protect huge colonies of aphids and 
carry them from plant to plant. It is 
these newly -established colonies of 
aphids that frequently cause the most 
damage. 

To control ants treat the infested area 
with chlordane, available both as a 
liquid and a dust. This material will 
also discourage future infestations for 
it has a long residual toxicity. 

You can start a lawn as successfully 
in April or May as in March if the 
weather is favorable. If you keep the 
soil moist, spring’s warmth will only 
speed growth of the grass. 

When aphids first appear in your gar- 
den, load up the sprayer with a lindane- 
malathion-DDT spray. If aphids are 
permitted to multiply, they will ruin new 
growth. Every two weeks is not too 
often to use this spray material, if you 
want to keep your plants clean. If 
you suspect that thrips are infesting 
your gladiolus or other plants, spray or 
dust with chlordane. Though the thrips 
are only just barely visible, their damage 
is easy to spot: they scrape the sur- 
faces of leaves, stems and flowers, often 
making silvery streaks. 

Clematis grows best in partial shade 
where it’s cool. When protected from 
the hot afternoon sun, the color of the 
blooms is stronger. It is especially im- 
portant to keep the lower stems and 
root systems cool and moist. 

One enterprising gardener in Wash- 
ington follows the English system of 
growing clematis. He sets two vines of 
different colors at the base of a flower- 
ing peach tree, letting the vines twine up 
the main trunk and spill out over the 
branches at the top. The head of the 
flowering peach gives shade to the “feet” 
of the vine and also allows the blooms 
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ImPpROVE Your Home 2 Ways 









the Unique 


YEAR ‘ROUND 
Family Room 


the Delightful 
% ALL SEASON 


Greenhouse Garden 


Yes—ORLYT can now be a bright, comfortable solarium for year "Wer 
family use, or a 4 season garden for your best plants and flowers. 


But no matter how you use ORLYT one thing is sure—ORLYT is easy 
to own—easy to build—easy to operate. Choose the model just right 
for your home and pocketbook from d of styles and sizes in 
sparkling aluminum or distinctive California redwood. Assemble the 
precision-made prefabricated parts quickly and simply without skilled 
help. 


Use our convenient Budget Plan to spread the already low prices over 
easy monthly installments. 


Get the full story on the new dual purpose ORLYT in our new 32-page full 
color catalog. Use coupon below today for free copy. 


Also a brand new line of Redwood Lean-tos for 
the “Do It Yourself” home craftsman at prices 
from $250.00. . 



























LORD « BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON N.Y . DES PLAINES ILL 
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AMAING FREE 
PEONIES 


Truly the “King of Flowers”, both in size and stately 
beauty. A Tree Peony in full bloom is a breath-taking sight, 
one that dwarfs by comparison most other flowers. Regal in 
bearing—up to 6 feet tall when mature—and loaded with 
hundreds of blooms. Nothing can compare with this venera- 
ble monarch of the plant kingdom. 

Venerable—because the Tree Peony flourished in the 
mountains of Tibet and China 1000 years ago. Introduced 
into Europe only 150 years ago, its development and propa- 
gation has been slow and expensive, placing them beyond 
the means of most. One still sees roots offered at $7.50 to 
$20.00 each. This year the quantity is sufficient to offer them 
at a price never before dreamed possible. 


Colors Available: [] Red [] Pink [] Purple () White 
Now Only [) $3.00 each; or (1 4 for $9.50 (Save $2.50) 











GLORIOSA 
ROTHSCHILDIANA 


Exotic “Climbing Spider Lily.” Sensation of 
flower shows everywhere, and widely used by 
florists. The blooms are gracefully reflexed, deep 
red with golden yellow edge. Discovered in South 
Africa, and named in honor of the Rothschilds, 
Gloriosa is very easy to grow and flower, and the 
unusual cigar-shaped tuber, as well as the fascin- 
ating blooms, will create more interest than any- 
thing else in your garden. King-size, top quality 
tubers, [) $1.50 each, [] 4 for $5.60. 


HAEMANTHUS 


The South African “Blood Lilies” are very 
rare members of the Amaryllis family and are 
true aristocrats of the bulb kingdom. Easy to 
grow, they bear hundreds of flowers on a thick 
stalk. Florets open successively over a long per- 
iod, and the flower head is the size of a softball. 
Colors run from salmon-red to deep blood-red. 
A proud possession. Regular $5.00 to $10.00 
values, [) $3.00 each, [] 2 for $5.00. 


GLOXINIAS 


The “all-time” favorite pot plant! Our mam- 
moth tubers will amaze you with their size, and 
in no other tuber is size more important if you 
want lush foliage and a mass of blooms. 

() BLANCHE DE MERU. Rose, white throat. 

(1) EMPEROR FREDERICK. Red bordered white. 

(C) EMPEROR WILLIAM. Purple bordered white. 

() ETOILE DE FEU. Bright red. 

() MOUNT BLANC. Pure white. 

() PRINCE ALBERT. Deep blue-violet. 

0 PRIN. ELIZ. Blue, white throat. 

0) QUEEN WILHELMINA. Dark rose. 

() ROI DES ROUGES. Deep scarlet. 

() TIGERINA. Spotted hybrids in shades of pur- 
ple, blue, red, pink. 

(1) VIOLANCEA. Soft violet-blue. 

C) 59 each, [1] 6 for $3.00. 

[] 11 (1 of each) for only $5.00 


“FIRE KING” LILY 


Perhaps the most popular, and unquestionably 
the most colorful and spectacular of the Euro- 
pean introductions. Flowers are recurved, in- 
tense vermilion-scarlet with purple-brown spots. 
Bears massive flower heads of 20 to 30 blooms 
for over three weeks during June and July. Grow 
3 to 4 ft. tall on strong erect stems. Order now 
and be the first in your community to own this 
striking new Lily. [] $1.00 each, [] 6 for $5.00. 


(You mav use this page and opposite page as 
your order blank). 
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IMPORTED DUTCH 
AMARYLLIS 


GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THIS YEAR! 
SELECTED GIANT-FLOWERED 


Selected strains noted for size and shape, as well as height of bloom and free-flowering qualities. 
Most varieties will produce two stems, each bearing up to 4 flowers. The blooms are mammoth — u 
to 12 inches in diameter — opening to a round, symmetrical, outward-facing flower that defies 
description. Available in the following named varieties; guaranteed true to name and color. 

DAZZLER. Brilliant orange-red. RED ROVER. Brilliant red. Large. 

FIRE KING. Bright, clear red. SALMON QUEEN. Fine salmon-orange. 

L’INNOCENCE. Pure white. SCARLET ADMIRAL. Glossy scarlet. 

ORANGE KING. Clear bright orange. STRIPED BEAUTY. Peppermint stripes of 

PINK PERFECTION. Carmine-pink. red and white. Large flower. 

Guaranteed Genuine Imported Dutch Bulbs — perfectly dormant — will bloom in garden or in- 
doors yet this Spring. ° . 

1 of eac 


C $3.50 each; (] 4 for $12.50; [ 9 pend listed / for $19.50 





mist ORCHIDS 


EXCITING TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS 
THE ORIENT’S MOST Sensational PLANT. 


Mammoth Bulbs 
Especially Selected 
To Give Maximum 
Blooms. 


BLETILLA HYACINTHIANA. Out- 
standing! Delicate lavender blooms—ex- 
act replicas of the Cattleya orchids your 
florist uses in corsages, only midget size. 
Can be grown in pots, or outdoors, being 
hardy in most localities. 


OJ 2 for $1.50 (—0 12 for $7.50 








AMARYILLIS 
FORMOSISSIMA 


(Sprekelia or Aztec Li 


CLIVIA MINIATA 


Interesting, easy-to-flower member of the 
Amaryllis family. The evergreen foliage in itself 
ily) is most attractive, making a fine house plant. 

A flower of unexcelled beauty. Glistening, deep The flowers are borne in gigantic umbels, bright 
red, orchid shaped flowers on —, mages stems. orange-red in color, and lasting over a long 


i Ay ty hy riod 
es 6 oe ox. 1) $8.00 each, [ 2 for $5.00 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, Inc. 


FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 
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$ g oo BARGAINS gyi 


oll summer 
EXCEPTIONAL SPRING VALUES 


Owaorf idea! for 
rock gardens Jpots 
We proudly present the “Cream of the World's : 00 ‘ T 
Crops”! Each item produced by an outstanding A ny 6 Specials $5 Postpaid 
specialist, and offered directly to you at these 
amazingly low prices. All bulbs and Plants guar- 


(Galtonio,) Grow 
anteed to be blooming Size, to arrive in 


con- 
dition, and to satisfy in every respect All stock 


shipped at proper planting time. 


OTHER $1 BARGAINS 
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The large, highly 
voriegoted, elmost 
transporent leoves 
of these vunusvol 
tropico! plonts will 
brighten any shody 
border, porch box, 
or room Assorted 
colors 


These imported tubers 
will produce o moss of 
trumpet-shoped blooms 
either indoors or in the 
gorden. A wide selec- 
tion of mixed colors 


Probably the most popu- 
lor of all perennials 
These lorge roots ore 
produced by on expert. 
Assorted pink, red, ond 
white. 


One of the eorliest flow- 
ering perennials, the 
*elicote pink, heort- 
shoped flowers are ideo! 
for borders or rock 
gordens 


15 TUBEROSE Bulbs 


Everblooming, pure 
white, wox-like flowers. 
Easily grown, they will 
fill your garden or room 
with the fragronce of 
orange-blossoms 


Achimenes. Assorted Colors 
Alstroemeria. Peruvian Lily 


33 
Anemones. Wind Flowers. Mixed colors ++ 


Black-Throated 


Any 12 Specials 


$19% rostpaid 


Double- “gees 
| camellia - = 39 100 

Aristocrats of the 
shade - loving 
Plants. Striking 
Green leaves— 
forge double 
flowers. A “must” 

for every gorden 
Assorted colors 


Hardy Chinese 
Terrestial Orchid. 
12” stems bear 
dainty, orchid- 
shaped mauve 
flowers. Likes 
semi - shade. Ex- 
cellent for rock 
gardens. 


7 REGALE LILIES 


America’s favorite gor- 
den lily. Fragrant, per- g 00 
fectly hordy, and o = 
profuse bloomer. Lorge 
white trumpets on toll 
stems; buds ore suffused 
red before opening 


4-AURATUM LILIES 


The “Gold 8 bended. Lily.” iin” § 
E 00 
on its cea eo gives an 
outstanding favorite its 
nome. imported from 
Jopon. Hordy 


7 ESTATE LILIES 


A truly hordy “Eoster” 
lily! Attroctive foliage, 
groced with exception- 
ally lorge, pure white 
blooms. Excetient for cut- 
ting, os well as outdoors 


A “Roinbow Mixture” of 
mony bag ee vorie- 
ties. best of the 
large jd vorieties 
will be found in this 
choice mixture. Assorted 
colors 


Attractive, large orange $ 00 
Mm flowers with reflexed ) od 
\) 


¥ vigorous, hardy strain 


fh exceptional beauty 


$ f toll. Beor 
great, loose spikes 
of wony white 
flowers. Very strik- 
ing end unvusvol. 


Daint creom- 
white flowers, with 00 
oy splash of choco 
tate in the throot, 
and a sweet frog: 


ronce. 
Hondle some ot CJ 
gladiolus 


3 Hardy AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


Amoryllis Holli (Ly- 
coris Squamigera). 
“Magic lily of Jo- 
pon.” In late Spring 
foliage ne 
ond oc spike 





lovender Reoce 
springs, like magic, 
from the ground 
Hordy. 





Exotic pink lilies from > 00 
Japon. The graceful re- 
flexed petols make them 

invelvoble for ue in 

corseges, ond ortistic 

floral arrangements 

Hordy 





petals. An exceptionally 


imported from Hollond 


3 CALLA LILIES 


idea! house plonts, Col- 
les con also be ons: 
planted ovtdoors for 


ground pools, rock gor- 
dens, etc. We'll ship | 
Yellow, |! White, ond 
1 Pink. 


6 DAHLIA Tubers 


These ore the lorge, ‘$ 00 
decorative type. Six dif- 
ferent colors ore repre- 
sented—oll show vorie- 
ties. One voriety clone 
normally sells for the 
price osked for ofl six 


Elephent Ears. C. Esculentum 
Cooperia. Rain or Surprise lily 
— oo pg te Det 
ushion Mums. Assort colors 
Curcuma. Indian Ginger Lily ng for the vo of 
Funkia Variegata. Plontian _, $1 for ‘ee avitinn ae ae 
Euchoris A lily... 4 their large ‘Couns ep 
Hemerocollis. Daylily. ‘Wied colors. $1 f ¢ 
Incorviliea. Hardy , $1 Z » ters. Assorted colors. 
Montbretias. Assorted poo 

Nerine. Rose. Fall blooming Amaryilid. 3 
Pachysandra. Fine ground cover 

Phlox. Assorted colors 3 
Ranunculus. Asiatic Rose. Mixed colors $1 
Strelitzia. Bird of Paradise $1 


3 Hybrid AMARYLLIS Bulbs 


Connes ore as excep- The Mead Stroin of 00 
Giont American Hybrids. 

They con be grown in- _ 

doors or outdoors, but 

should be lifted in the 

Fol. Assorted shades 





uv 
ON “OWL“ONN-N— SNUENNO DS 





ORDER BY MAIL TODAY 


GROWERS EXCHANGE, INC. 
Enclosed find $ 


24400 DRAKE ROAD 
FARMINGTON, MICHIGAN 


Please send me the bargains | have checked above. 


Zephyranthes. Fairy Lily 


UNUSUAL DOUBLE BEGONIAS heat save 
Hanging Basket Mixed colo $1 Remem you can SAVE even more by ordering any 6 specials for 
pone Te mel y "Type. et d colors 3 aly $? 

ype. 


1 
rn 
1 
n 
1 
r 
1 
Cina oseewenes eed : only $5.00 postpaid, or any 12 specials for only $10.00 postpaid. 
pee BU . Mixed colors $1 : Please add 25c for postage and packing if order is under $5.00. All merchandise will be 
' 
r 
i 
' 
i 
i 
' 
i 
' 
n 
i 





osebud Type. (Bouton de Rose ) shipped at proper planting time. Sorry, NO C.O.D.’s. 
ISMENES (Peruvian Daffodils) 





Calathine. White daffodil-like blooms. $1 
Poncratium. Like above, but later... 
2 Hymenocallis. White Spider Lil 


LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY 





: 6 Extra Selected Pips for Forcing 
12 Smaller Pips for Outdoor Planting. . 
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* f 
Now! A sprinkler that waters the exact 
shape of your lawn without being moved! 


Waters any rectangular lawn up to 4x 60 ‘deep, penetrating spray devel- 95 
ft. onasingle setting. Justset Swingin’ Spray ops luxurious, greener lawns. » 
and forget it! You needn’t ever mauve it. Its Three models starting at only z 


MELNOR’ 


: “ abi ray 
ime swingis i 

| RECTANGULAR 
- AREA 


MeLWOR swincin’ spray OSCILLATING 
© large rectangular spray SPRINKLER 
gets into corners 
© adjustable for smali areas 
© gentie, deeply penetrating 
© Perma-Seaied lifetime lubri- 
cated motor out dirt 


ORDINARY SPRINKLER 
© waters lawns un-uniformly 
® spotty small area coverage 
® leaves lawn cornefs dry 
© wets sidewalk, passersby 
© must be moved frequently 
® forms run-offs, puddies 


_ Free! Write for Melnor's sprinkling booklet 


Dept. F8 * 10-40 45th Ave., Long Island City 1, N. Y. 











Enhance the Beauty of Your Garden 


with SCHEEPERS’ NATIVE WILD FLOWERS. 
ROCK PLANTS. FERNS AND VINES 


Every garden needs the grace and charm of Native Ferns. The five popular 


varieties in this 
or in shade. Full iptions will be found in our catalog. (sent upon 
receipt of your order) All are Hardy and increase with each seasons 
growth. 

15 Extra Selected Clumps, three each of the following: Lady Fern, Ostrich 
Fern, Maidenhair Fern, Evergreen Fern, Christmas Fern. Special col- 
lection price: $5.50 

30 Extra Selected Clumps, six of each; Special collection price: $10.00 


Trailing Arbutus. A creeping, evergreen plant bearing 
clusters of fouapeine Gle flowers in April and May, ke 
forming clumps six to eighteen inches in diameter. 4 
Extra Pree 9 plants. $4.00 for five. $7.50 for 10. [f [Nig 
f Jack-in-the-Pulpit. Attractive single flower. Bulbous plant ; 
ranging from six inches to three feet. Interesting flower 
with reddish-colored seed cluster replacing flower. 
April to July flowering range. Extra selected bulbs. 
$3.75 for ten. $8.00 for 25. 


ial Offer are excellent for garden culture, in sun 


/, 


Planting and Cultural instructions accompany each order. 


Upon receipt of your order, we will send 
ov the new 1956 edition of “Bea 
Bulbs” containing natural color illus- 
trations of Scheepers Highest Quality bulbs 
and roots, as well as a list of recom- 
varieties of native wild flowers, 


rock plants, vines and ferns. 3 
a : 
. Ne - oF M ) ‘ oS 
RST: isp SUES Goria AS ALAS 


J , 


JOHN SCHEEPERS, inc. Me? Hull 








to show at their best high up on the top 
of the tree. 

Pinch back these annuals and peren- 
nials this month: young chrysanthe- 
mums; dahlias which are 6 inches high; 
zinnias (take off the first flower bud); 
and pansies which are getting straggly. 

Thin out seedlings as soon as they 
come up, eliminating the inferior plants 
and leaving those which have the best 
chance of survival: Each seedling 
should have room to grow without 
tangling roots with its neighbors. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. When I lived in the Midwest, I 
found it comparatively easy to manage 
a perennial border. Now that I’m living 
in Southern California, I find it a con- 
stant chore. Can you offer short cuts? 

A. The hot weather does slow down 
the growth of perennials. Plant ma- 
terials that are native to South Africa, 
the Mediterranean area, Mexico, New 
Zealand and Australia are also well 
adapted to the climate of Southern Cal- 
ifornia and therefore worth growing in 
your garden. Check your nurseryman 


for the availability of these plants. A 
few other tips to keep in mind are: 
1) regular renovation of the perennial 
beds every two or three years; 2) an 
abundant supply of water through the 
summer; 3) a mulch during the hot 
weather months; and 4) consistent con- 
trol of pests and diseases. 

Q. What's the name of the “lilac” 
that appeared on the market a couple of 
years ago, receiving much publicity? 

A. You are probably referring to a 
couple of Dr. Walter Lammerts’ hybrid 
ceanothus. The two varieties are excel- 
lent: MOUNTAIN HAZE, with deep blue 
flowers, and the lighter blue SreRRA 
BLUE. These fine California native ever- 
greens are rapid growers and will resist 
drought. 

Q. Is any original work being done 
in America to develop dwarf, baby 
roses? I am anxious to increase my col- 
lection, if it’s possible. I already own 
most varieties offered by the large 
Eastern rose growers, and from Canada 
I’ve obtained the best English types. 

A. While there are several good nurs- 
eries in the Northwest that are propa- 
gating miniature roses, I know of only 
one person who is breeding this class of 
rose scientifically. He is a Californian, 
Ralph Moore of Visalia. He has some 
very fine new varieties, which he hopes 
will be eligible for entry in the All- 
America trials in a few years.® 
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‘I Picked Ripe Tomatoes 


3 WEEKS EARLIER 


Because | sprayed my plants 
with BLOSSOM-SET Hormone.” 


Gus Schluterman, Chicago, Ill 


YOU CAN DO IT, TOO! 


STOP BLOSSOM DROP! MAKE BLOSSOMS SET FRUIT! 


Get bigger, meatier, tastier, SEEDLESS 
tomatoes! Bigger Yields, too! 


JUST SPRAY YOUR TOMATO FLOWERS 
WITH BLOSSOM-SET HORMONE! 


Your vines will be loaded. You'll pick ripe tomatoes weeks before your neigh- 
bor. Big, red-ripe’ tomatoes . . . larger, meatier, more delicious-tasting . . . 
better shape and color . . . many SEEDLESS. And you'll have more . . . many 
more tomatoes on gach and every plant. 


Proved by Experiment Stations! 


Experiment Stations have proved conclusively that BLOSSOM-SET hormone stops 
blossom-drop, makes most every blossom set fruit; especially very early in the 
season. That’s why so many gardeners and farmers all over the country have 
used BLOSSOM-SET for the last 11 years. That’s why Gus Schluterman picked 
ripe tomatoes on June 28th instead of around July 20th. 


You Can Do It, Too! 


Just spray BLOSSOM-SET on your tomato flowers. Be sure to use genuine 
BLOSSOM-SET, the hormone made specifically for tomatoes, not for apples 
or fruits! 


Use GARDEN-LIFE Soluble PLANT FOOD 
Reg. 20c GARDEN MEASURE GLASS 


will be included FREE in every $1.00 size 
(and larger sizes) of GARDEN-LIFE. 
®@ for a limited time only! 


Garden Measure glass is such a great help in 
measuri liquids or solids and is accurately 
calibrat: a me p vy VY oz. 
measures. getti " r ¥ 
amounts of INSECTICIDES, WEE —. Oe. 
MONES, etc. Saves waste of cos a 
terials ‘and AVOIDS RUINING i By KI CHEN 
SPOON! 


. get it FREE with 


GARDEN-LIFE 
Soluble PLANT FOOD 


for gardens, shrubs, lawns, trees, 
houseplants . . . 
FOR EVERYTHING THAT GROWS! 
High analysis (10-52-17) most powerful, all-soluble plant food on the 
market! Has plant food content of 79 units plus Root-Developing Hormone! 
Perfect for Transplants... ; — 
Established Piants...Llawns... Trees — ecg 
All transplants and aursery stock (tomatoes, petunias, GARI yt \ 
tis 
ens 


and get glass 


FREE 


of extra charge 





strawberries, roses, shrubs) resume growth almost at 
once when set out with GARDEN -LIFE. No wilting, no 
replacing d garden plants, role 
trees become healthier, stronger, more poe ta ten 
Houseplants, too, thrive and attain ben. beaut 

with GARDEN-LIFE .. . RICAN Nioter 
GROWERS report blooms as big as Folear dollars! 


Use GARDEN-LIFE 
FOR EVERYTHING THAT GROWS! 
5 oz. (makes 5-10 gallons $0.s0 
14 oz. (makes 14-28 euttons).. 
2 Ibs. (makes 32-64 
5 ibs. (makes 80-160 yor ae 








Available at all good garden supply stores. 

If unavailable at your dealer, order direct 

from us. 

Results Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 
(No Stamps, No C.0.D’s. . . . please) 
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SciENCE Propucts COMPANY, INC. 


1230 E 63rd Street Dept. F 46 Chicago 37, Illinois 


NEW BLOSSOM-SET BOMB 
is Easier! Faster! 
Just push the button and—WHOOSH—the plants are 
a Or use regular BLOSSOM-SET in ordinary 


12: on, ready-to-use BLOSSOM-SET BOMB 
is season’s supply for 100 plants. 


12 oz. BLOSSOM-SET BOMB SEA; $9.79 


Regular BLOSSOM-SET 
4 oz. (makes 1 gallon spray) 
1 pt. (makes 4 gallons spray) 
8 oz. Agric. Conc. (makes 50 gals. spray) 


SAVE WORK OF MOWING LAWN EDGES 


Just Spray With Amazing SOP-GRASS 


onderful chemical di retards gra’ 
pan . Seat ae sland that oti 


een dren jon ante, San, berget © The grass 
actually continues to grow, but so very slowly 
that it stays short and won't need trimming for 
months. And it remains beavtifully green. 
EASY TO USE! Just mix with water and spray. 
Drift will not harm flowers, shrubs or trees. 

a | oz. (for 400 sq. nie 





oz. (for on _ 
it (for 4400 


For 50% to 100% BIGGER STRAWBERRIES 


Blackberries and Ro 
-§= 


spberries 
spray with BERRY-SET 
The Hormone Spray for Berries! 

STRAWBERRIES 





Bigger 

You'll have berries that are 50% to 100% bigger; 
berries that ore meatier, sweeter, more | 
tasting and have fewer seeds. You'll start — 
these BERRY-SET sprayed fruits earlier and you 

keep on —_ them long after other plants stop 
beari -SET makes plants bear for a longer 
time. "Hi oseghty —— and proved by Experiment 
Stations, the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, and State 

olleges. 








EASY TO USE! Just mix with water and spray. 
You'll have berries like you've never had before. 





3 oz. (makes 12 gallons) 
12 o. (mak 3.00 





48 gallons) 
as ) 
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ODAY ALMOST ANYWHERE one 
travels in the South, he finds 
evidence of improved garden 
practices. One of the most significant 
changes is the improvement of lawns. 
Everywhere, it seems, home owners are 
coming to recognize more fully the im- 
portance of good lawns. Here in the 
South where, by the use of winter grass, 
it is easy to maintain a lovely green- 
_ sward the year through, the advance- 
ment is particularly noticeable. 

In some areas home owners have 
been reluctant to recognize that the 
lawn is the most important feature of 
the home landscape and that an at- 
tractive layout cannot be achieved un- 
less the lawn is in good shape and 
properly maintained. During the last 
two or three years, however, more and 
more builders of new homes have given 
adequate attention to lawns. They are 
finding that a property with a good 
lawn needs only a minimum of shrub- 
bery and flowers to be attractive. 


Southern Ramblings 


by BEN ARTHUR DAVIS 


While lawn building may be done 
throughout the year in most sections of 
the South, spring and fall are generally 
accepted as the choice seasons. During 
spring a new lawn, sodded solid or 
planted with cubes or sprigs, will be en- 
couraged by warm rains, occurring fre- 


quently at this season, to make 
substantial growth before the intense 
summer heat arrives. 

In most parts of the South spring is 
also a good time to establish lawns from 
seed; the exception is the Upper South 
where fall seeding is preferred. Zoysia 
may be bought as established clumps 
growing in small pots or other contain- 
ers; these the home owner can plant 
at any season of the year. The con- 
tainer-grown clumps suffer no shock 
when transferred fo the growing area; 
also, in growth they will be at least a 
half season ahead of those started from 
the more conventional sprigs and freshly 
cut cubes. 

If you are growing winter grass (such 


as rye-grass), cut it quite short early this 
month so sunlight will be able to reach 
the pérmanent sod which is now show- 
ing signs of growth. Also apply a liberal 
amount of fertilizer. Many of our 
grasses prefer a material that is a little 
richer in nitrogen than the standard 
garden fertilizers. The latter give only 
fairly good results on lawns; the 
specially prepared lawn fertilizers are 
preferred. 

If you have perennials which should 
be divided this spring but which have 
not yet had attention, you'd better look 
after them just as soon as you can. 
Hot weather, very hot weather, is just 
over the hill, so plantings of this type 
should be handled now while the days 
are yet cool. If done later, the plants 
will suffer considerable shock. 

You can continue planting container- 
grown material, but in most sections of 
the South it is now too late to plant 
bare-root shrubs, roses and trees. The 
introduction of container-grown plants 





FROM U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE « teainc 
NUTRI - 20 GUARANTEES 


“HOMOGENIZED” PLANT FOOD 


NO MATTER HOW BAD YOUR SOIL 
YOUR SHRUBS, GARDENS, LAWN CAN HAVE 


THRILLING BEAUTY . . . AND GROWTH 


Right from the laboratories of the U. S. Gov- 
ernment and great universities comes NUTRI- | 
20. A plant activator so NEW, so REVOLU- 
TIONARY that NOW, you can have gorgeous 
flowers far ahead of neighbors ++. grow a 
greener, thicker, lawn in just 7 days! You can 
jet-propel growth of shrubs, ttees, plants, and 
vegetables. NO LONGER must you be a gar- 
dening expert or a slave to your yard to turn 
your home into the “show-place” of the neigh- 
borhood. NO MORE BACK-BREAKING 
WORK DIGGING MESSY BAD-SMEL- 
LING FERTILIZER INTO THE SOIL! Just 
spray it on. NUTRI-20 with its exclusive 
“homogenization process” starts immediately ¢ within 30 days you are not completely satisfied, 
shooting “grow power” into every leaf, bud, return the un portion and your money wil 
and root! At last you can have the most beauti- be co Ba ot Eepe- Order with assured con- 
ful shrubs, gardens and lawn of your life... all fidence TODAY! 

now available to American Gardeners due to g 
CONCLUSIVE SCIENTIFIC DISCOVER- 
IES FROM THE U. S. DEPT. OF AGRIC. 
AND LEADING UNIVERSITIES. 3 LBs. 


IN JUST 48 HOURS-YOUR LAWN 
SHOW THIS IMPROVEMENT 
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MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 



































NUTRI-20 NOT SOLD IN STORES! 
Order by Mail, Today 

















5 LBS. 15 LBS. 
PACKAGE PACKAGE = PACKAGE 
FOR DISEASED OR RECENTLY PLANTED TREES § $3.75 *%5.00 *24.00 








WE PAY SHIPPING CHARGES ANYWHERE IN U.S.A. 
Please enclose check or money-order. Sorry No C.0.D. 


OR SHRUBS, FEEDING WITH NUTRI-20 CAN MEAN 
THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH! 











ALL-PURPOSE SPRAYER: attaches to hose 
Even if roots are damaged or diseased, NUTRI-20 pcre Siinss and spmave NUTRI- 20, ee 












can supply needed food elements throug mane wae and weed killers, right while watering! Profess: 
branches ‘til roots recover. NUTRI-20 can E gardeners’ quality. Solid braab-limed jets. Chews 
YOU HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS on shrubs a cals can’t back up into hose. Reg. 

lawn losses, Sale price $3.00 with NUTRI-20 order. 
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UNIVERSITIES TESTS 


OOS Sg UNS 





U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE 
AND LEADING UNIVERSITY LABORATORIES 
MAKE AMAZING DISCOVERY 


U.S. Gov't. Radiation Tests using advanced Isotopic 
and X-ray equipment Prove pomgponn: vem that 
NUTRI- Boney - Tyee Fertilizer reaches Every 


Tissue . . Every Root in as little as 
60 minutes. ~~ $y do is dissolve a spoonful of 
NUTRI-20 in a gallon or more of water and spray 


or sprinkle over your plants. In a matter of minutes 
this Amazing Solution gives your plants all the life- 
giving soil minerals they need for abundant growth 
and beauty. 


EXCLUSIVE! “HOMOGENIZATION” PROCESS OF 
NUTRI-20 FEEDS ALL 20 NEEDED FOODS; DIRECT TO 
FOLIAGE AND ROOTS FOR FASTER, GREATER GROWTH. 


After years of extensive tests, NUTRI- 20 with an 
exclusive “homogenization process” proved to be the 
most perfectly balanced fertilizer . . . based on a 
scientific homogenized formula of 20% Nitrogen, 


{ 20% phosphoric acid, 20% potash PLUS boron, iron, 


manganese, copper, zinc, magnesium, molybdenum, 
and other valuable pr d food ! No other 
fertilizer we know of offers such complete and bal- 
anced nourishment! Even if present in your soil, they 
are usually “locked in’’ not available to plants. In 
NUTRI-20 these “Growth-Activators” are scien- 
tifically ““whomogenized”’ to penetrate Foliage as well 
as roots in 60 minutes or less. Guaranteed not to burn! 
BEWARE! Don’t accept inferior substitutes of 
straight nitrogen or ordinary potency 5-10-5 or 
15-30-15 ——— YOUR PLANTS AND LAWN 
NEED “BALANCED DIET” OF MANY 
FOODS AND MINERALS. NUTRI-20 is low in 
cost! As little as 1 teaspoonful of NUTRI-20, dis- 
solved in water, makes as much as a full gallon of 
scientifically perfected plant activator that works 
wonders on — Ley eg oo 


GARDEN NUTRIENTS CO., Dept. F-1D 
* 303 W. Monument St., Baltimore 1, Md. 





FLOWER GROWER 




























LIES FLAT GENTLE, RAINY SPRAY HANDY, USEFUL END CAP 


“Always lies flat, sprays at the correct angle. “No down jets to wash away soil. Just uni- “To flush out my Supplex I just unscrew the 
Triple tube construction does it,” says Mr. W. form, rain-like distribution. Children love end cap. Fine also for joining extra lengths,” 
R. Gibson, Jr., of Rockville Centre, N. Y. it!” says Mrs. G. Munday of No. Miami, Fla. says Mr. R. Q. Hofacker, Jr., of Easton, Pa. 


WHICH ADVANTAGE OF 


(SUPPLEX| SPRINKLERS 


DO YOU LIKE BEST? 


% 


SUPPLIED WITH REEL CURVES AROUND CONTOURS SPRAYS AREA 20 FEET WIDE 


“Rolls neatly on and off this reel and stores “I can curve Supplex to get water just where “Mine sprays over 1000 sq. ft. No water 
conveniently,” says Mrs. J. N. Keen, recog- _I want it. I'd say I liked that advantage best,” wasted, no dry or over-soaked areas,” says 
nized gardening authority of Louisville, Ky. says Mrs.C. Ray McMicken of Hollywood, Cal. Mr. A. H. Harwell of Corpus Christi, Tex., 
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has given a great boost to the nursery 
business in the South since it has made 
planting practically a year-round opera- 
tion. Planting container-grown material 
is also a great boon to those moving into 
new homes during the summer and fall 
when conventional planting of bare-root 
stock cannot usually be done safely. 

Late-planted stock may be subjected 
to considerable shock, but this may be 
largely overcome by watering copiously 
and shading for a few days. I have 
found that watering newly set plants 
with soluble plant food diluted to 
foliar strength (see directions on pack- 
age) wil! do much to lessen shock and 
get the plants off to a fast start. 

It is warm enough now to plant sum- 
mer annuals outdoors. Regardless of 
what you may have heard, pansies will 
bloom better and longer if you pick all 
the flowers as soon as they fade and 
give the plants an occasional feeding. 
This applies to English daisies also. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. My hydrangeas did not bloom last 
summer. What can I do to encourage 
their bloom this season? 

A. Their failure to bloom last sum- 
mer was probably due to the late March 
freeze which killed the growth buds. 
About all you can do now is keep your 


plants well fed and watered. 

Q. The tropical water-lilies that I 
left in my pool over the winter do not 
seem to be growing. Why is this? 

A. It is safe to leave hardy water- 
lilies in a pool over winter, but the 
tropicals should be taken out in late 
fall, packed in damp moss and stored 
where they will not freeze. When left 
in the pool the cold water will cause the 
rootstocks to rot, even though they may 
not actually freeze. 

Q. Last spring some of my roses ap- 
peared to be growing fine, but during 
the hot summer weather the buds did 
not open fully. What can I do to pre- 
vent this from happening again this 
season? 

A. Some fully double varieties do not 
open their blooms well when the tem- 
perature reaches the high 90’s; another 
cause, in addition to heat, is thrips. 
Spray the bushes occasionally with a 
contact insecticide or an all-purpose 
rose spray or dust to control these pests. 

Q. Almost as if by magic large 
mounds of soil a foot high appear in our 
orchard and on the lawn. Examination 
reveals that they are full of ants. Con- 
ventional remedies do not kill them. 
What material will control them? 

A. Apparently the dreaded fire ants 
have invaded your property. Dry diel- 
drin is the material to use for control of 


Bes 


BOXWOOD PATH 
WITH JULIA L. DILLON 


Vf ore has tarried so long that 
the usual array of spring beau- 
ties is lacking this year. Despite 
green lawns, dogwood, redbud and 
budding oak are still not in bloom. 
Azaleas, which should be in fuli 
flower by now, have not even begun 
to open their buds. 

By Easter time we hope to see 
the DEBUTANTE and ENRICO BET- 
TONI camellias blooming prolifi- 
cally, making up for the tardiness 
of their showing. 

This is the time of year to plant 
seeds of the hardy Phlox Drum- 
mondi, and if you have not already 
pruned your roses, do so now. If 
everything in the garden is well 
fertilized, we can look forward to 
a bright and colorful spring season. 


them. Make a solution as directed on 
the package; level the mounds and then 
soak them with the solution. The next 
time you see a similar mound on your 
property, treat it early, before it gets 
too large.® 





Modern Homes Need 


After the Builder has left... put RA-PID-GRO to work making 


Ra-Pw-Gro is truly the Modern Plant Food, and is 
used by millions of modern gardeners. When you start 
your landscaping, let Ra-Pmp-Gro give you a helping 
hand. Ra-Pw-Gro, the original, balanced formula, is 
ideal for feeding “everything that grows” and is the 
greatest aid in giving your lawn, trees, shrubs, plants 
and vegetables the proper start they need for healthy, 
luxuriant growth. It is so easy and convenient to use 
and there is no fear of burning, 


Developed more than 24 years ago, Ra-Pm-Gro pio- 
neered liquid plant feeding. It has been completely 
tested by leading universities and experimental sta- 
tions and is used and approved by growers and nurs- 
erymen. Home gardeners everywhere marvel at the 
results Ra-Pip-Gro gives them. No other plant food 
has won such wide-spread acclaim. It is economical, 
too! A little Ra-Pm-Gro solution goes a long, long way. 
Experiments have proved that 95% of Ra-Pi-Gro ap- 
plied to foliage is used by the plant! 
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F HEAVY APRIL SHOWERS threaten to 
| delay planting, the excess moisture 
can be soaked up and the soil made 
workable by spreading a 4-inch layer 
of vermiculite or peatmoss over the wet 
soil and allowing it to remain there for 
a day or two. This, of course, wouldn’t 
be practical for a large area but for the 
small seed bed, where early sowing is 
all important, this trick is invaluable. 
Sow hardy and half-hardy annuals 
and vegetables as soon as possible. It 
isn’t too early to sow some of the tender 
varieties, and even if a few are lost, the 
gardener will be out very little, for he 
can sow them again. Put in a row or 
two of early snap beans, treating the 
seed first with Spergon, Arasan or a 
similar seed protectant so it will not rot 
in the cold soil. An early planting, if it 
survives, will often bear a week or two 
ahead of those sown at the regular 
season. Also put in a few rows of hy- 
brid sweet corn. The hybrids are some- 


Midwest Pointers 


by R. MILTON CARLETON 


what resistant to fungus diseases, which 
are active in a cold soil. 

Finish planting nursery stock as soon 
as possible and wrap the stems of newly 
set trees with burlap or paper nursery 
wrap to prevent sun scald. Trees that 
have been moved from the nursery row 
are especially susceptible to injury, since 
they are usually shaded and therefore 
protected while growing in the row. 
Woody plants with “slip” bark such as 
cherry, magnolia and plum are best 
moved at this time. If not planted now, 
a whole year will be lost, for they should 
not be transplanted in the fall. 

Dormant sprays for control of those 
insects which have lived over the winter 
on shrubs and trees may be applied 
from now to the time when the bud 
sheaths begin to open. But once a hair- 
line of green appears on the buds, it is 
too late. Also, finish pruning before 
growth starts, if possible. 

Where root knot nematodes have 


made the growing of carrots impossible, 
sterilize the soil with Vapam; this ma- 
terial will also kill weed seeds. Wait two 
weeks after applying Vapam before 
sowing the carrots. 

This is the last call for reseeding 
old lawns and seeding new ones. After 
the last week in April, grass seed will 
need special care to survive in the bright 
sun. 
Earliest plantings of gladiolus corms 
can be made this month. Even if the 
soil in the bed freezes, the corms will 
survive and produce blooms earlier than 
those planted in May. Before planting 
the corms, dust them with a combina- 
tion material containing a fungicide to 
prevent rot and an insecticide such as 
lindane or DDT to control thrips. 

Turn over the compost heap before 
the warm weather arrives and “sugar” it 
ligittly with a complete fertilizer. These 
two practices will speed up bacterial 
activity and thus hasten the decay of the 





Modern Gardening 


your home the garden spot of your neighborhood ! 


mo 
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You can insure a green lawn all summer long 


if you apply Ra-Pm-Gro regularly! Buy it TODAY 
from your favorite Garden Store or Nurseryman, 


FREE tonite toning se 


more of RA-PID-GRO: 
Feeding Chart Guide. 


1 Ib... .$1.25 
2 Ib... .$2.35 
5 lb... .$4.50 
10 Ib... .$8.75 


{Analysis: 23-21-17) 


RA: PID-GRO 
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dieldrin 


makes the difference! 


Powerful insecticide kills undersoil pests 
that cause ugly brown, bare patches in lawns 


Even the best-kept lawns are 
often ruined by insect damage 
below the soil. Tiny soil pests 
chew up grass roots, causing brown 
patches and bare spots. You can 
protect your lawn against this 
unsightly damage by applying 
powerful, long-lasting dieldrin 
early in the season. 

Dieldrin controls ants, white 
grubs, sod webworms(lawn moths), 
mole crickets, and a host of other 
lawn pests. An inexpensive one- 


shot treatment with dieldrin will 

control soil insects for years. 
Make certain that your lawn is 

not attacked by soil insects this 

year. Treat with powerful, long- 

lasting dieldrin. Your garden 

supply or hardware dealer has 

well-known brand 

formulations con- 

taining this proved, 

effective lawn in- 

secticide. Ask for 

dieldrin. 


SHELL CHEMICAL CORPORATION 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
460 Park Avenue, New York 22, New York 








composted leaves and other materials. 

If the lawn was not fertilized last 
month, be sure to do this soon. Try the 
outstanding new material, urea-form, 
which is now available in convenient, 
small packages. But when using this 
material, don’t expect a spectacular rush 
of green growth as when using regular 
plant foods, for urea-form releases its 
nitrogen slowly over a long period. An 
application of 10 pounds of urea-form 
per 1000 square feet will last a year. 

Tuberous begonias that were started 
earlier should be making good growth 
by now. If they are becoming lanky, 
move them to a cooler place, where the 
temperature is about 50°. This princi- 
ple of keeping light, heat, moisture and 
food in balance should be applied to all 
indoor gardening, especially to growing 
seedlings and starting bulbs. Usually 
high temperature and low light inten- 
sity upset the balance. If the tempera- 
ture and the water supply are reduced, 
the growth factors will be more nearly 
balanced. 

Transpiant all perennials except those 
blooming early in spring as soon as 
possible; these should be moved soon 
after flowering. Although it is some- 
times recommended to transplant cab- 
bage, cauliflower and broccoli as soon 
as possible, there is really no advantage 
in doing this. The cold weather merely 
hardens the fiber of the plants, lowering 
their eating quality. If possible, post- 
pone transplanting of these vegetables 
until the apple blossoms have dropped 
their petals. 

April 1 is traditionally the date for 
starting tomato plants indoors for later 
transplanting to the garden. Peppers 
and eggplant should have been seeded 
earlier; however, it’s not too late to get 
these crops started. 

Joseph’s coat or Amaranthus tricolor, 
after being all but forgotten for years, 
has suddenly become popular again in 
the Midwest. Its bronze, yellow, red 
and green foliage makes a spectacular 
show in our summer heat. Seed can be 
sown directly in the garden when the 
first tulips flower. 

The always-admired lupines have in 
the past been difficult to grow in the 
Midwest, for they require more iron 
than is available in our alkaline soils. 
Now, however, it’s possible for even the 
Midwestern gardener to grow lupines if 
he first adds one of the new chelated 
iron compounds to the soil. Also, re- 
member that lupines are legumes and 
must be inoculated with the proper bac- 
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avoid physical strain, mental and nervous aggravation 


Buy a SENSATION Mower 


Ir you’re not a manual laborer, old-fashioned lawn mowing ®@ Double-mulch action ends raking 

may be too much of a strain on you. Even a power mower— Aluminum alloy chassis guaranteed for life 
if poorly made, hard to start and tending to stall whenever (all risks) 

given real work to do—can cause aggravation almost as bad 
as too much physical stress. But with a Sensation Mower, 
you'll manicure your lawn with muscles relaxed and with a , 
smile on your face. The Sensation Mower keeps your disposi- ¥ Wide pes a 

tion sunny because you can depend on it to do a superior job seer 

with little effort on your part. © Simplified blade drive 


Raking Ended. As a Mow-Blo Sensation Mower cuts, it vac- o gt wy pate 
uum sweeps all litter, leaves and clippings . . . blows them onto pee ore 
the uncut lawn... to be recut and shredded on the next swath. 

With catcher attached, all clippings are held. 


@ Trims close to walls 
and fences 


Mower For Your Money. Sensation Mower, Inc. is an 
originator of rotary blade power mowers and is the 
oldest company continuously in this business. 

To learn more about Sensation ... the 

world’s outstanding line of gas- 

oline and electric mowers 

... fill out and mail 

in the coupon below. 


Arrow indicates how the handle will flip over and lock 
so you can cut the next swath without turning the mow- 
er around, 


SEND NOW FOR THE FULL STORY OF SENSATION 


Sensation Mower, Inc. 
7677 Burlin Street 
Ralston, Nebraska x 


Please send me, without obligation, your 32-page COLOR catalog. 


/ PAT. OFF. 
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Emblazon 
that Shady Nook 


with Glamorous, Gay 


BELGIAN BEGONTAS 


A mad blaze of hectic red, yellow, orange, white 
Camellia-like flowers—for summer-long beauty in 
a semi-shady spot beneath your trees, or on 

the North side of your house, or planted in 

pots on your shaded patio or terrace. Belgian 
Begonias, in a dazzling variety of Camellia- 
flowered colors and sizes, will provide a gorgeous 
display of blooms until frost—and they’re so 

easy to plant and grow. 


Belgian Begonias are your best bulb buy. Grown 
in rich, fertile low-country soil, cultivated 

by gardeners skilled in the century-wise art of 
horticulture. The bulbs are selected and graded 
for uniform high quality. Inspected by both 
Belgium and the United States. Insist on 
Belgian Begonias. 


BELGIAN BEGONIA GROWERS ASSOCIATION 
Room 607, 101 Park Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 





teria. Many seedsmen supply commer- 
cial bacterial cultures. 

Sowing perennial seeds in June has 
long been advised, but this recommen- 
dation is based on English practice and 
cannot be followed successfully in the 
United States where summer is hotter 
and drier than it is in England. Instead, 
sow the seeds as early as the soil can be 
worked. The seedlings will be sturdier 
if they are sown during cooler weather. 

Hardy water-lilies can be set out this 
month. Do not plant the tropical varie- 
ties until June 1, except in the area near 
the Ohio River, where planting is pos- 
sible by May 15. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. Although dogwood grows well 50 
miles east of our home in northern 
Illinois, we have had no success in es- 
tablishing it here. What can we do? 

A. In northern Illinois dogwood can 
be grown only on a north slope which 
has been provided with gravel under- 
drainage, where the soil is slightly acid 
and naturally moist but not waterlogged. 
It is also essential to protect the trees 
from dry prairie winds during the winter. 
Some gardeners who have grown dog- 
woods successfully wrap the trunks with 
burlap and straw in winter. A protec- 
tive mulch of leaves or peat is also 
helpful. The species Cornus kousa is 
somewhat hardier than C. florida. 

Q. Every summer my crab-apples 
and hawthorns become covered with 
rusty spots. What is this and how can 
I control it? 

A. If you will look around your 
neighborhood, you will probably find 
red cedars growing nearby. In spring 
these produce orange-red balls of jelly- 
like consistency which, when they dry, 
shed millions of spores. These are then 
carried by the wind to your crab-apples 
and hawthorns, where they produce the 
typical apple rust lesions which you 
describe. The only remedies are: 1) 
remove all red cedars growing within 
1000 feet of your hawthorns and crab- 
apples; 2) replace your crab-apples 
with the Asiatic species which are not 
susceptible. Spraying is ineffective. 

Q. Can potatoes be grown in southern 
Indiana? 

A. Raising potatoes in this area is 
usually not too successful. The so-called 
lazy man’s potato patch is most likely to 
succeed. This is made by barely pressing 
cut seed pieces of potato into the surface 
of well-prepared soil; don’t cover with 
soil. Then spread a 1-foot layer of clean 
straw over the entire bed. Shoots will 
grow through the straw, and tubers will 
form on the surface. When the vines 
die down, merely remove the straw and 
then harvest the potatoes. The straw 
keeps the roots cool; this is essential, for 
tubers will no longer form if the tem- 
perature goes above 82°.®@ 
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One insecticide 


for ornamentals 


for fruit trees 


You can protect your whole garden 
with just one insecticide - MALATHION 


Yes, it’s true! Malathion protects all your flowers, shrubs 

and other ornamental plantings, home garden fruits and vegetables. 
Malathion kills more than 80 common insect pests, including 
aphids and mites! Also kills flies and annoying night-flying 
insects—helps you get full enjoyment from outdoor living. 
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Malathion is available right now at your favorite garden 
supply store. It is the active ingredient in many packaged 
insecticides sold under the brand names of well-known 
manufacturers. Ask your dealer to show you the word 
MALATHION on the label. 


NOW! NO MORE WORRIES 
about which insecticide to 
use against which insect. Just 
spray with an insecticide con- 
taining malathion. 
PROTECTS PETS, TOO! Look 
for malathion in powders for 
control of fleas, 
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AMERICAN CYANAMID COMPANY 


AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 20, N. Y. 
DEVELOPERS AND PRODUCERS OF MALATHION TECHNICAL 
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Davey Tree Expert Co. 


The Oldest and Largest Tree-Saving Service in the World 


Look forward to days of 
Leafy Beauty 


in your outdoor living room 


The shade from above, the screen of verdant privacy, the sleepy 
whisperings of afternoon breezes—where do they come from? Your 
leaves! Your trees in full, rich lustrous leaf. Of all the possessions in 
your outdoor living room, your trees are probably the most precious 
and the hardest to replace. : 

Just a little professional care now will promote good, healthy growth 
and help your trees thrive despite the attacks of summer insects and 
the possible ravages of droughts or storms. 

Call the Davey Tree Expert Company, the oldest and largest tree 
care company. Davey men are schooled thoroughly at the Davey Insti- 
tute of Tree Service in Kent, Ohio. Make arrangements now for a 
Davey Expert to spray your trees and give them a check-up. Proper 
feeding and pruning will increase their beauty and add to their life, 
too. Davey men use the most modern equipment and advanced tech- 
niques for efficiency and economy. 

You’ll be satisfied when you rely on nationally known Davey. Look 
up the Davey company in your phone book or write to the 


DAVEY TREE EXPERT CO. 


KENT 4, OHIO 
MARTIN L. DAVEY, JR., President 


& 





Northern 
Pointers 


by P. J. McKENNA 


HE BUSIEST MONTH OF SPRING is 
April. This is the time when 
trees, shrubs, evergreens, peren- 
nials and other hardy plants are set out. 
And the sooner this is done, the better. 
Orders for plants, seeds, fertilizers and 
supplies should be sent out at once, for 
the demand at this season is heavy and 
shortages are inevitable. 

If summer-flowering shrubs are to 
bloom their best, they should be pruned 
hard early in the spring. This recom- 
mendation holds true, whether the sub- 
ject is a rose of Sharon, hardy 
hydrangea, clethra or chaste-tree. The 
more tender hypericums and the hardy 
seashore shrub, tamarix, should also 
be pruned. In all cases the best bloom 
is produced on the young shoots that 
develop after pruning. 

Hills of snow hydrangea, on the other 
hand, should be cut to the base each 
year. Clethra, if allowed to grow tall, 
will produce its flowers only at the top. 
A hard annual pruning will give better 
and longer bloom. Vitex, because it 
develops such long stems in a season, 
should be reduced to within a foot of the 
base. This practice is especially de- 
sirable for the species, V. macrophylla. 

While you are pruning the summer- 
flowering shrubs, also cut some stems 
from the glossy abelia. This will en- 
courage prolonged bloom. After prun- 
ing these shrubs severely, follow with an 
application of a complete fertilizer such 
as 10-8-6, using 4 pounds per 1000 
square feet. 

The summer or florist’s hydrangea 
does not produce a wealth of blooms 
if cut back drastically. If the tops are 
cut to the third bud, flowering will 
usually improve. However, in some 
cases it is the tip bud that flowers. So 
the wisest course is to experiment, prun- 
ing the plants in various ways. Only 
by doing this will you find the most suc- 
cessful method. 

It is outdoor seeding time. Over most 
of the Northeast it is warm enough to 
sow most of the vegetables. However, 
in the most northern areas, coldframe 
protection is still necessary. If your 
garden space is limited, run the rows 
only 1 foot apart. 

Before I owned coldframes I found 
it an excellent plan to have a seedling 
nursery in a sheltered spot. It. was 12 
feet by 6 feet, just the size of two cold- 
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frames. Here I sowed crops that would 
be transplanted later: GOLDEN ACRE 
cabbage for mid-season heads, leeks, 
cauliflower, Brussels sprouts and broc- 
coli. Later, when the weather grew 
warmer, zinnias and other annuals were 
sown, followed by later vegetables. This 
spot was in use until late summer. 

Half-hardy annuals that can be sown 
now include: California-poppy, scabi- 
osa, alyssum, calendula,  gaillardia, 
cleome, basket-flower (Centaurea ameri- 
cana), candytuft, chrysanthemum, gyp- 
sophila and Phlox drummondi. In many 
sections it is also possible to get in a 
sowing of marigolds and cosmos. 

Put a little extra effort into preparing 
the seed bed. Good seed germination 
depends first upon good seed, then mois- 
ture and warmth. The cool-weather 
crops germinate better at a fluctuating 
temperature than at a high one. The 
warm-season crops that are planted 
later such as lima beans and zinnias 
require warmth; otherwise seed will rot. 

After uncovering the roses, examine 
the plants. Those that are weak, dis- 
eased, or badly injured as a result of 
last year’s drought or severe winter 
weather should be removed. Do not 
compromise. Poor plants will not re- 
spond, no matter what treatment you 
give them. 

Daffodils and other spring bulbs will 
be coming along at an accelerated 
pace, and with them, the early-flowering 
shrubs. Take time out to study your 
spring bulb plantings for possible im- 
provement. There are some gems 
among the newer daffodils that you 
should become acquainted with. Also, 
there may be some spots in your garden 
where the bright early-flowering shrubs, 
flowering-almond and the Manchu 
cherry (Prunus tomentosa) could be in- 
cluded. Combined with forsythia and 
spring bulbs, these make a charming 





e Patrick J. McKenna, contributing 
editor for FLOWER GROWER’s “North- 
ern Pointers” department, died early 
in March at the age of 58. Mr. Mc- 
Kenna, a genial Irishman who loved 
people and plants, lived a full life: 
Assistant horticulturist at the New 
York Botanical Gardens, author of 
books on landscaping and practical 
gardening, flower show judge, de- 
signer of gardens, teacher, speaker 
at garden events, one-tim= president 
of the New York Men’s Garden 
Club. 

With his wife, Anna Brohmer Mc- 
Kenna, as illustrator, he wrote many 
special articles for FLOWER GROWER 
as well as House and Garden, Amer- 
ican Home and The New York 
Times. Two years ago he re-visited 
Ireland, returning with his brogue 
enriched and with happy experiences 
to tell his friends.—TuHe Eprror 
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PREVENT WEEDS 


CRAG Herbicide-1 
in the familiar 
4 oz. can and the 
NEW 1 Ib, can 


FOR FREE ILLUSTRATED 


FOLDER ON CRAG HERBICIDE-1, 


USE THIS COUPON: ZY 


Crac Herbicide-1 does your weeding 
work for you by killing weed seeds as 
they sprout . . . just dissolve it in 
water and apply with a sprinkling can 
or sprayer. 

Look at all the tough places where 
it can do the weeding job for you 


Foundation Plantings 
Perennial Flower Gardens 
Strawberry Beds 

Hedges and Trees 

Patios, Walks, Borders 

In lawns to prevent crabgrass 


Crac Herbicide-1 is available now 
at garden supply, nursery, and hard- 
ware stores. Large size packages for 
commercial growers may be purchased 
at farm supply stores. 


“Crag” is a registered trade-mark of 
Union Carbide and Carbon Corporation. 





Advertising 





CARBIDE AND CARBON CHEMICALS COMPANY 


Department 
30-20 Thomson Avenue, Long Island City 1, New York 
Please send me your illustrated folder on Crac Herbicide-] 











picture to brighten the home landscape. 

ifting, dividing and replanting per- 
ennials is in order now, too. If you 
raised new plants from seed last year 
and they are still in the seed beds, waste 
no time in getting them into permanent 
quarters. Improve the soil by working 
in some compost or humus and a well- 
balanced fertilizer. 


Questions of the Month 


Q. Could you suggest a flowering vine 
and a flowering hedge that would grow 
near Anchorage, Alaska? 

A. The hardiest of all vines is Cle- 
matis Jackmani. It will thrive in Alaska. 
For a hardy flowering hedge I would 
suggest Spiraea Vanhouttei. 

Q. Should tulip bulbs be dug and 
stored after flowering? 

A. If they are planted in a shallow, 
sandy soil they would be better stored, 
but if planted in a good loam, where 
they would remain cool, they would be 
best left in the ground. In any case, the 
bulbs should not be dug until the tops 
have withered. 

Q. Can you suggest some plants that 
will thrive in a garden close to the sea? 

A. The stagger bush and several 
species of tamarix will grow right in the 
salt water. California privet makes a 
good windbreak, but for a more pictur- 


esque effect, plant Japanese black pine. 
The blue and pink hydrangeas do well, 
as does Japanese barberry. Farther re- 


moved from the salt spray Rosa rugosa, 
hawthorn and some of the flowering 
crab-apples will thrive.® 


Dividing and Replanting Dahlias 


l Divide old dahlia clumps before plant- 
ing, separating the tubers as shown. 
Each division should include a growth bud. 


3 Plant tuber as shown after first pre- 
paring 6-inch deep hole and setting 
stake. Fill in around shoots as they grow. 


2 Dip the cut end of each tuber in 
dusting sulfur to prevent invasion of 
fungus, which will cause tuber to rot. 


DRAWINCS BY LINDA MURPHY 


A Space the dahlia tubers 2 to 3 feet 
apart in rows 3 feet apart. Plant 
dahlias in groups in the flower border. 





Expect your 


to START EASIER and last longer 


NOW! CHOICE or S INSTANT STARTERS 


Eclipse reel type power 
mowers come in 18, 20, 
21,25 and 32 inch sizes— 
with riding sulkies for the 


From the very start. 


® 
mower 


.- Eclipse gives you something extra? 


You've learned through the years to expect the best per- 
formance when you buy an Eclipse. But did you know 
Eclipse actually costs you less to own? That’s what your neigh- 
bors who have used Eclipse year after year say. Why not ask 
the family that has one...then see your dealer and get 
your own Eclipse mower! 


A complete line of reel, rotary and sickle bar power mowers 
. - . hand models, too! Write for free folder today! 


THE ECLIPSE LAWN MOWER CO. 


DIVISION OF BUFFALO-ECLIPSE CORPORATION 


4605-B Railroad St. 6 


Prophetstown, Illinois 
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A GENERAL ELECTRIC PROGRESS REPORT: 


Controlled fluorescent light Aeips produce 
hardy indoor plants and flowers 


1. GROWS HEALTHY PLANTS—Plants grown and displayed 
under fluorescent lamps flourish and maintain theit growth 
without dependence on natural light. 


2. HELPS SICK PLANTS— Many plants which are weak can 
be revitalized under fluorescent lamps. 


3. CONTROLS BLOOMING — Fluorescent and incandescent 
light can be used to control blooming time in certain types 
of plants. 


4. SAVES WASTE SPACE— Basements, windowless rooms or 
odd corners can be used to start and grow plants under 
G-E fluorescent lamps. 


This home grower uses standard cool white and daylight 
fluorescent lamp channels suspended over African violets. 


A pe or ac of fixtures over simple wooden benches provides 
plant lighting for a larger basement flower room. 


Progress ls Our Most Important Prodvet 


GENERAL ELECTRIC STANDARD COOL WHITE AND DAYLIGHT 
FLUORESCENT LAMPS have the high light efficiency and 
the color required for healthy plant growth. Whether you 
are growing ten indoor plants or a hundred, these G-E 
fluorescent lamps can help you grow hardy, more colorful 
plants — at the flick of a switch. They are available in a 
variety of sizes to fit all standard commercial lighting 
fixtures or fluorescent channels, plant growth chambers 
or any do-it-yourself hobby installation. SEE YOUR 
LOCAL GARDEN AND NURSERY SUPPLIER OR 
ELECTRICAL DEALER. 


Many types of plant growth cabinets are also available. They 
use 2 to 8 ated 0 cool white or daylight fluorescent lamps. 


TWO FREE BOOKLETS —“What's Happening to Horticulture” 
and “Light for Plant Growth” show you exactly how to use 
G-E fluorescent tubes to grow plants at home. 





GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY 
Large Lamp Dept. FG-4 . Nela Park, Cleveland 12, Ohio 
PLEASE SEND ME: 
—___ Copies of “What's Happening to Horticulture” 
Copies of “Light for Plant Growth” 
NAME 


STREET. 
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LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. 
One of America's pioneer producers of Meyer Z-52 


Zoysia. Nursery established in 
1948, with planting stock obtained 
directly from U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 


End Crabgrass and Drought 


Problems Permanently ... 


PLANT 


MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 


LAWN GRASS 


Have a Luxurious, Rich Green Summer Lawn 
that Crabgrass Can’t Ruin, that Can 
Go For Weeks Without Rain or Watering 


You can end crabgrass and burned out 
lawns permanently by setting out Meyer 
Z-52 Zoysia. For Meyer Z-52 Zoysia 
flourishes in hottest weather, will show 
no signs of browning during long 
periods of sustained high temperatures. 
And the extensive root system allows it 
to go as Jong as 6 or 7 weeks without 
rain or watering. The turf is so dense 
that crabgrass and summer weeds do 
not come through. Grows slowly, so re- 
quires much less mowing and attention. 


-——-GUARANTEE 

















delivery or write for complete 
information. 


Please send check, we do not ship 
€.0.D. We pay postage. 


Simple planting instructions furnished 


Loses color after heavy frost, regains it 
in the Spring. Grows well in even the 
poorest soil or sand. 


Meyer Z-52 Zoysia comes to you as 
prime turf and is set out as small plugs. 
In an old lawn it crowds out all present 
grass as it spreads, takes two or more 
growing seasons to cover fully. Spread- 
ing is much faster in newly prepared 
ground. Stands extremes of heat and 
cold, is now growing successfully as far 
north as Buffalo, N. Y., and Cleveland, 
Ohio. A Meyer Z-52 Zoysia lawn is 
permanent, it does not require renewal. 





Meyer Z-52 Zoysia is easily 
planted with your regular 

tools. However our 
quick cutting STEP-ON PLUG- 
GING TOOL makes it even 
faster and more simple. 





$4.98 Package makes 50 plugs 
$11.95 Package makes 100 
plugs (with Plugger) 
$24.98 Package makes 300 
plugs (with Plugger FREE) 
$49.98 Package makes 650 
plugs (with Plugger FREE) 
As it spreads you can cut your 
own plugs for additional areas. 


LAWN GRASS DEVELOPMENT CO. 


em Dept. M-118 


Vienna, Virginia 





Cleveland Area 


Lawn Grass Sales Corporation 


Representative: 
For West Coast and Rocky Mountain area, write to 


WINMESA FARMS CO. INC., 802 West Avalon Dr., Phoenix, Ariz. 


(prices same plus 10% for shipping costs) 
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Roots grow through walls of Jiffy-Pots. 


Transplanting 
without shock 


RANSPLANTING SEEDLINGS from 
pots or flats to permanent posi- 
tions in the garden often results 

in severe wilting. 

Gardeners have found that pots made 
from compressed manure or vermicu- 
lite can be set in the soil without remov- 
ing the plants. Now another of this 
type pot is available after years of ex- 
perimentation. Jiffy-Pots are made 
from compressed peatmoss with a small 
amount of wood cellulose for rigidity, 
and sufficient nutrients for proper plant 
development. Roots penetrate the pot 


walls when placed in the ground, and 
transplanting does not retard growth.® 





Plants of petunias at left and asters at 
right in both a conventional clay pot and 
a Jiffy-Pot. Note greater vigor and size of 
the Jiffy-potted plants in each instance. 


CEORGE J. BALL. INC. 





Jiffy-Pots stack easily for convenient 
storage. They come in two popular sizes 
for seedling plants—2% and 3 inches. 
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BIRD HOUSES 


Made of Douglas Fir, Well Built, 
painted attractive colors, easily 
mounted, for Bluebirds, Swallows 
and other small birds. $2.50 post- 
paid. No C.O.D‘s. 


C & H Woodwork Shop "Sirminenan 11, ats. 
COBB-MEAL 


Contains 40% organic matter 


lso nitrogen, phosphorous, potash, calcium and mag- 
- supplies everything in one simple application . . 
te root structure 


plant - within two 
lants 
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$1.) 


GARLAND-HARPER SALES CO. 
6047 Gariand, Detroit 13, Michigan 





ROOT YOUR OWN CUTTINGS IN 





HOWDY, GARDENER, 


Did you buy this 
FLOWER GROWER 
from our mutual friend, 
your local magazine 
dealer? He'll be glad to 
help you become a regu- 
lar FLOWER GROWER 
subscriber. Just fill in the 
coupon, attach $3.50 and 
give it to your local 
dealer... 


Yes, | want FLOWER GROWER sent 
directly to my home each month. 


1 am attaching $3.50 for a full 
12 month subscription. 


My name is 
Address 


Give this coupon to your local magazine dealer ; 
or mail to FLOWER GROWER, Albany t, N.Y. § 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


A new heater for 
home greenhouses 


questions from gardeners regard- 

ing heaters for small home green- 
houses. Just recently I received infor- 
mation about a new heater which may 
solve some of these problems. 

This heater is actually a flue-type 
heating arrangement, which in itself is 
not new—my grandfather heated his 
greenhouse with an underground flue 
seventy years ago. What is new is that a 
modern burner has been installed and 
the flues are above or slightly below the 
ground. 

Either bottle or natural gas is used 
for fuel and the simple layout is that the 
burner unit is placed at one end of the 
greenhouse and the heat passes through 
the stovepipe flues along each side of 
the greenhouse and the fumes out a 
vent pipe at the opposite end. 

The heat is completely thermostat- 
ically controlled without the need for an 
electrical connection. The burner sec- 
tion measures 15 x 15 x 42 inches but 
it is submerged 30 inches into the 


F'' TIME TO TIME we receive 


LA CROSSE TRIBUNE PHOTOGRAPH 
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ground so it takes up a relatively small 
amount of greenhouse space. In the 
photograph the gas cylinder takes up 
space but could be placed outdoors. 

No difficult installation is involved— 
it can be put in working order in an 
hour. Any type of stovepipe can be 
used for the flues but aluminum or gal- 
vanized will last the longest. The flue 
pipes are placed on the ground around 
the outer edge of the greenhouses where 
heat is most needed. 

The model which seems most suited 
to homie greenhouses is the Perimeter 
Plus 66. The burner and thermostat 
combination sells for less than $100. 
This, of course, does not include the flue 
pipe. A heater of this size is capable of 
heating from 500 to 3,000 square feet of 
greenhouse.—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


MAGIC of 


your mower! 








bottom-side up! 


Why? To show you the near- 
magical. Vac-U-Lift Ring... 
exclusive in Rugg rotary mowers. 

Again, why? Because the Vac- 
U-Lift contour creates a powerful 
vacuum . . . lifts up the grass for 
a wonderfully smooth cut... then 
whirls the cuttings around, 
chopping them into a fine mulch. 

Works like magic, that Vac- 
U-Lift Ring .. . exclusive in 
Rugg rotary mowers. 


NEW. OHIO 
aanugnoharnate since 1883 





Mention FLOWER GROWER 
when ordering from our pages 








| bulbs. Supply limited - order today. 
de Send only $1.00 for 3; $2.00 fer 








SUMMIT 
HALL 
TURF 
FARM 


READ THIS IF MEYER 
2-52 LOYSIA GRASS 
1S NEW TO YoU 


Developed by the U. 8S. 


Section, Meyer Zoysia 
forms a lawn of firm, resili- 
ent turf that resists drought 
and extreme summer heat, 
goes for weeks without 
watering, grows in any soil 
from heaviest clay to light- 
est sand. When established, 
Z-52 turf is so dense that 
neither weeds nor crab- 
grass can penetrate. Z-52 
has no seed. Two-inch 
round plugs are planted 
with a simple garden tool 
in existing lawns or pre- 
pared areas, one tc the 
square foot. Each plug 
branches out laterally, 
forming new plants as it 
spreads, building an ex- 
tensive root system that 
holds moisture. In less than 
two growing seasons Z-52 
crowds out weeds and crab- 
grass, forms a sparkling 
green turf. It resists heavy 
traffic, withstands abuse 
and offers a cushiony, pro- 
tective surface for play 
areas, improves with age, 
is hardy in winter (30 

below doesn’t faze it) and 
is vigorous all summer 
long. Z-52 concentrates its 
growth laterally instead of 
upwards, needs mowing 
only every few weeks, 
thrives without watering 
over extended periods of 
drought. Yes, it actually 
thrives in hottest weather. 
After several heavy frosts, 
Z-52 turns a golden brown, 
resumes its green color and 
vigor in the spring. While 
by no means necessary, 

overseeding with a cool 
season grass (such as 
Merion bluegrass) pro- 
duces a green-the-year- 
around lawn. 


ATTENTION 
Garden Club Members 


ture and care of 

Hall Meyer Z-52 Zoysia 

available for Gore 
rge. Write 

details, stating ‘aalenven 

showing date. 


first and foremost 
producer of 
MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 


offers pure, parent stock of 


THE CAREFREE GRASS 
developed by 
U.S.D.A. research 


EVERY PLUG GUARANTEED TO GROW 


ice Genaa eee plenesd ep tie 
=) were released by 

pt. reat Station in 
dG.Summit Hall has invested 
gating what News- 

mcsend in Grass.”’ 
Hall and its 
Looky Newsweek, 


on The 


nitrogen at an se 

wing seasons (say from 

uae 46 to summer of 1957) and 

you have a hundred-square-foot area 

of completely establi Z-52, from 

which you can cut thousands of 
plugs for your remaining lawn. 


Obviously, if you’re in a hurry for a beautiful 
lawn, greater the area you plug this 
season, the sooner you'll enjoy a -free, 
crabgrass-free, drought-resistant lawn. 
Summit Hall Meyer Zoysia may be pur- 
chased from authorized distributors (write 
for name of nearest dealer), or directly from 
the Turf Farm; visitors always welcome. 


Summit Hall Turf Farm, Dept. FG-4, Gaithersburg, Maryland 


Please rush following order of MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA via Railway 
a eee Oo ler enclosed—! will pay express charges 


o Introductory Package. oO Estate Package. 
100 2” round plugs....$10 500 plugs with hae tb 


step-on plugging tool 
oO Suburban Package. 300 oO Institutional Order. 
plugs with sturdy, cane-type 10 sq. ft. with heavy-duty 
step-on ging tool__..$30 step-on plugging tool.__.$50 
NAME 
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LET’S TAKE A GARDEN TRIP 


Virginia 3 


historic gardens 


C oNmnuina our story of gardens in 

Virginia (see page 36, March issue) 
here are more which you can visit dur- 
ing Historic Garden Week, April 21-28. 


MILLWOOD (on Route 711) built 1757 by 
John Harris, contains beautiful heirlooms. 


MORVEN estate, about 4 miles from Mon- 
ticello, dates from 1796. Extensive gardens 
planted with spring-blooming flowers, old 
boxwood and unusual euonymus hedges 
are beautifully restored to original design. 


LITTLE ENGLAND DAFFODIL FARM 
in Bena has the world’s largest formal daf- 
fodil garden, with over 700 varieties bloom- 
ing in March and April. A special feature 
this year will be the rare EMPREsS OF IRE- 
LAND, winner of 1955 European awards. 
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WHITE 
BIRCH... 


oil heawy 7? 


Expensive shrubs may wither away...even die in heavy soil! 


It’s true that valuable plantings of evergreens, shrubs, trees and flowers 
can slowly choke and die in heavy soil. Aeration of the soil is just as impor- 
tant as plant nutrients and water, and very often can limit the growth of 
a plant. But why worry about your valuable plant investments when just 
a few cents worth of Terra-Lite vermiculite can perform a gardening 
miracle. If your soil leans toward the heavy side, simply mix Terra-Lite 
with the soil removed from the planting hole at the time of planting. Use 
¥, Terra-Lite to % soil by volume. Let nature’s own mineral soil condi- 
tioner lighten and aerate the soil immediately. Heavy soils become 
aerated, loose—roots stretch and develop to their maximum. It’s wonder- 
ful, low-cost plant insurance. What’s more, Terra-Lite holds many times 
its weight in water as well as allowing free circulation of air. There’s less 
work, less watering, far more beauty in a Terra-Lite garden. Send coupon 
wey OR ee ee eee eens 
t grows. 


Terra-Lite’ 


SOIL CONDITIONER 


GIVES BODY TO SANDY SOIL, TOO... AS LITTLE AS *235 CONDITIONS 200 SQ. FT. OF SOIL. 
~~ 


Pennies for Terra-Lite 
will protect the many 
dollars you spend for 
garden beauty. 


* gh at 


; 


Terra-Lite Division 
Zonolite Company, Dept. FG-46 
135 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, lil. 


Please rush me free booklet telling how I can protect the 
investment I’ve made in my beautiful garden... with a 
few nies worth of miracle Terra-Lite, nature’s own soil 
conditioner. 
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a true Garden Under Glass” 


@ Lifetime Construction — Ageless aluminum alloy — rust proof — no maintenance 
@ Beautiful — Harmonize with any style architecture 

@ Maximum — light gathering power and full length vents 

@ Easily Erected — completely prefabricated — shipped as a “package” 

@ Widest Choice — widths and lengths — lean-to and full size models 

@ Full Line — of accessories including automatic heat and ventilation, transite benches 


® Convenient — Everlite Budget Purchase Plan 
Please write for folder FG-56 for full particulars 


- 14615 Lorain Avenue 
Aluminum Greenhouses, Due. | sisiess se 











HOW YOU CAN HAVE MORE ATTRACTIVE 


LAWNS AND GARDENS 


Contrast the green ef your flowers, vines, vegetables or grass 
with the pure white of Akay garden items to give your 


grounds a neat, crisp look. 





AKAY PLASTIC 
ADD-A-FENCE 
for Lawns, Gardens, Corner Markers 


This newly designed white plastic sec- 
tional picket fence is weather and break- 
resistant — won’t rot, rust, crack or fade 
...never needs painting. Sections fasten 
together with joiners and corner locks. 
Add-A-Fence is quick and easy to put 
up—comes with complete “how-to-do- 
it” instructions. Look for Add-A-Fence 
in the green and black display box or 
order direct at $1.25 for two sections 
with joiners...corner locks 2 for 15¢. 


> Hferature ft 











AKAY th. 
PLASTIC TRELLIS 


for Flowers, Vines, Vegetables 


Climbing plants look better — grow bet- 
ter when supported by the gleaming 
white beauty of an Akay Plastic Trellis. 
It’s break-resistant — weather resistant 
...never needs painting. Two 3’ sections 
couple together to form one 6’ trellis 
where desired. Complete “how and where 
to use” instructions with each trellis. 
Select yeurs from the green and black 
display carton, or order direct from 
Akay at $2.98 for a complete trellis. 


CORPORATION 


. 4034 N. Kolma 





Plants Out-of- 
the-Ordinary 


by C. W. WOOD 


Pumpkin Dickinson: A commercial can- 
ner of pumpkins looks a little further than 
yield when he sends out seeds to his con- 
tract growers. So, when I found a cannery 
last fall that was putting up hundreds of 
acres of DickINsoNn, I made careful in- 
quiries. I discovered that its sugar content 
is so high that canners do not have to add 
any sweetening when canning it; the shell 
is so nearly the color of the deep golden 
flesh that they do not have to peel it 
before canning. They pulverize everything 
except seeds and pulp, and the yield is very 
heavy. Even the indifferent growers get 
twenty or more tons per acre. L. L. Olds 
Seed Co., Madison 1, Wisconsin, has it. 

Miniature Gladiolus Yellow Bird: Yel- 
low Bird is one of the best of the miniature 
gladiolus that I have seen. Put fifteen or 
more yellow buds on the top twenty-five 
inches or so of a slender graceful stem and 
then picture them opening into lovely yel- 
low flowers, and you will have some idea of 
this grand cut fiower gladiolus. Burnett 
Bros., Inc., 92 Chambers Street, New York 
7, N. Y., among others, has it. 

Red Raspberry Durham: Perhaps it was 
not entirely chance that led me to call on 
a friend last fall when his crop of DuRHAM 
red raspberries was fruiting. I know it 
was not entirely by chance that I suggested 
we sample all his everbearers, DURHAM, 
AMBER and SEPTEMBER. “Twice-bearers” 
would be more nearly correct than “ever- 
bearers,” for they bear a summer crop on 
the wood of the preceding year and a fall 
crop on wood of current year’s growth. 
Anyway, this was in the month of Sep- 
tember and DURHAM was at its best; that 
“best” is not quite up to SEPTEMBER in 
quality but DurHam has the advantage 
of commencing to ripen a full week ahead 
of the other fall bearers, thus filling a gap 
in the raspberry season. Being of North 
Dakota (I think) origin, it is naturally a 
fully hardy kind, and a North Dakota 
nurseryman, Oscar H. Will & Co., Bismark, 
North Dakota, has it. 

Watermelon Takii Gem: The small- 
fruited watermelons have everything in 
their favor for the home gardener, so 
there is little wonder that they are becom- 
ing increasingly popular. The new Japa- 
nese variety, TAK! GeM, will surely add 
immeasurably to that popularity. It is of 
the same season and same size as NEw 
HAMPSHIRE MIDGET, but it has far fewer 
seeds and the quality is better, including a 
more pronounced watermelon flavor which 
was present in some of the oldtime fa- 
vorites (I hope this was not my imagina- 
tion). Like some other small-fruited kinds, 
the vines are small, fitting it into a garden 
of limited area. Look for it in the catalog 
of Joseph Harris Company, Rochester 11, 
New York.® 
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Complete with 


Rope Starter TWO MACHINES IN ONE 


FOR THE PRICE OF ONE 
ow Li L L E Mow-Tiller mows your lawn, then presto! . . . deep tills 


and cultivates your garden. Brings ROTOTILLER ad- 
sistas Cot aan vantages to small lots and gardens; actually out-performs 


MOWS- THLS- cana machines sold for twice its price. In Mow-Tiller you get: 
g 18” Belt Drive Rotary Power Mower 
12” Rotary Tiller-Cultivator, 6” to 7” Depth 
13% hp. 4 Cycle Motor 
Sealed Ball Bearings on Mower and Tiller 
ROTOTILLER-Built and Guaranteed 














The Amazing Model E Electric 
Outdoor-Indoor Power Tool of 101 Uses \nimiy ff Yoyn 


TILLER i. 
There never was a machine like this  CULTIVATOR = fishes 
Electric ROTOTILLER. Not a gadget, TRIMMER 
but a whole kit of powerful outdoor- 16” CHAIN SAW PRUNER 
rey tools. % hp. motor — regular = 9” CIRCULAR SAW 142” DRILL 
ouse current. Snap-on attachments con- 
vert it from one use to another in a mo- SANDER-POLISHER SNOW- 
ment. Light weight, easily handled, in- THROWER POST HOLE DIGGER 
expensive, for years of practical service. AND MANY OTHER USEFUL 
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Handy in the Chain saw cuts Circular saw Keeps floors ¥%” electric drill 
greenhouse 20” tree trunks speeds shop work smooth and lustrous of many uses or bench tool 


These are just two machines from this year’s Interesting Literature Sent FREE 
complete ROTOTILLER line of new and | ROTOTILLER, Inc., Dept. C-2, Troy, N.Y. 


tri lpe cued adiaben aye! = waERe Please send me big FREE illustrated book giving 


aids. Larger, more powerful, heavy duty ma- 
chines with exclusive “Viscosity Drive” are in- ee Lic golds — and latest 


cluded for professional growers, parks, estates 
and highway landscaping. Use coupon for 
complete catalog. 


NOTE: Your ROTOTILLER purchase can be Cc 
financed on convenient terms through your | ay. 
local bank. | County 


APRIL 1956 


| Name 
| Address 























Father’s work is always done 
quickly... easily with 


No more overgrown privets or shaggy 
lawns — Dad’s got Wiss garden tools! 
They cut down everything (including 
Dad’ s working time) with the smooth- 
est results. There’s a Wiss tool for every 
gardening task—the finest you can buy! 


Wiss 701 Grass Master 
Shears—Easiest-cutting grass 
shears made. New design 
throughout reduces cutting 
effort to one-half that of other 
shears. New vinyl handles 
give soft-feeling, comforta- 
ble grips. No. 701, $2.50 





Wiss Hy-Power Pruning 
Shears —The easiest cutting 
and most powerful pruners 
made. Choice of professional 

rs and fruit growers. 
No. 908, $2.95. Smaller size 
No. 906, $2.50 





professional favorite. The only 
grass shears that cut certain 
types of tough, wiry grass sat- 
isfactorily. No. 5600, $2.95 





balance. Rubber shock ab- 
sorber takes the jolt out of 
cutting, reduces arm fatigue. 
No. 8% E, $5.25 

Prices slightly higher 

Denver and West. 
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Plant for Permanence 


Cherry-laurel 


by DONALD WYMAN 


in America, the native Carolina 

cherry-laurel (Prunus caroliniana) 
and the European cherry-laurel (Prunus 
laurocerasus), both of them  broad- 
leaved evergreens. The second is per- 
haps the more popular, although both 
are dense evergreen shrubs or small 
trees, used especially in the Deep South. 
The reason for mentioning both in this 
article is that there are forms of the 
European species hardy in the northern 
United States and even now being grown 
by a few nurseries in southern Canada. 
These broad-leaved evergreen plants are 
adaptable to a wide area in the East and 
on the Pacific Coast as well. 

These plants grow in any good soil as 
long as there is plenty of moisture and 
fairly good drainage. Frequently they 
are used as hedge plants but when they 
are sheared too close they become un- 


T HERE ARE two cherry-laurels grown 


sightly. As specimen shrubs or small 
trees they do have merit, especially in 
shaded places. 

The European cherry-laurel has 
leathery, lustrous, dark evergreen leaves, 
4 to 6 inches long, while those of the 
taller growing Carolina cherry-laurel 
are slightly smaller. (This last species 
is strictly for the Deep South.) The 
white flowers of both are small, fra- 
grant, profusely borne in the late spring 
and the purple-black, cherry-like fruits 
are about one-half of an inch in di- 
ameter. They are not especially orna- 
mental or conspicuous, but the plants 
are valued specifically for their ever- 
green foliage. 

One variety of the European cherry- 
laurel well worth mentioning is the Rus- 
sian form (variety schipkaensis). This 
has proved perfectly hardy in Boston in 
protected places during the past fifteen 





. and on the West Coast 


Creeping 
by LESTER 


REEPING ROSEMARY is now one of 
the most popular and best-loved 
plants in Pacific Coast gardens. 

This is because, besides its personal 
charm, it has cuiinary virtues and many 
garden uses. Rosmarinus officinalis 
prostratus, together with its various 
forms, is native to Mediterranean coun- 
tries where the climate is somewhat 
similar to that of California. These will 
grow in most exposures and most soils as 
long as they have sun and good drain- 
age. They are not quite as hardy as the 
tall type and in the Northwest should 
be given warm, protected places, 

Once you have creeping rosemary, it 
is yours forever, for a contented plant 
increases by layers and sows itself. If 
you use layers, take the young, well- 
rooted ones, for flat, old branches that 
have established themselves are harder 
to move. The propagation of a seedling 
hybrid with special qualities must be 


r osemary 


ROWNTREE 


done by cuttings of half-ripened tips. 

The common trailing rosemary soon 
breaks bounds and smothers neighbor- 
ing plants. Think carefully before you 
place it and make allowance for its bil- 
lowing exuberance, because if the edges 
are lopped off, most of the plant’s charm 
is lost. It is grand on a bank, in the 
large rock garden, beside wide steps 
(not too close) and for breaking the 
stiffness of taller bushes. There is noth- 
ing stiff about this “dew of the sea,” 
which is what its name means. There is 
grace in each of its curving evergreen 
branches, and the easy color of the 
flowers and the short narrow fragrant 
leaves, green on top and grey beneath, 
make the plant a good mixer. Water 
and warmth affect the time of bloom. 
Here in the mild Fog Belt, flowering 
begins in December, reaches its peak 
in January and February and carries 
through until May. In late winter every 
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years. It thrives in the gravelly acid 
soils here as well as in the sandy soils 
of Cape Cod, and is being grown near 
Toronto, Canada, also, but is not well 
known. Another hardy variety, usually. 
not over 4 to 5 feet tall but twice as 
wide, is zabeliana. 

Once the beauty of the lustrous green 
leaves is revealed to the flower arranger, 
the cherry-laurels should become ex- 
tremely popular. The plants grow as 
wide-spreading, vase-shaped shrubs and 
the leaves are borne alternately on the 
twig at regular intervals making them 
striking in any arrangement, especially 
when used as high background material. 


This fast-growing plant can be cut 
frequently without marring the general 
appearance of it, thus making it an ideal 
plant in this respect for the home 
garden. 

Nurserymen find they are not diffi- 
cult to propagate for softwood cuttings 
root easily in the summer, or hardwood 
in the winter. Home owners who are 
experimenting with home propagating 
units could.do well to add one of these 
plants to their experimental list. Once 
a small plant is started and protected 
over the first winter, it will quickly be- 
come one of the outstanding evergreens 
in the garden.® 





arching twig is smothered in pale blue. 
When the plants are watered, a second 
but less heavy period of bloom comes 
from August into September. 

In Southern California, and inland, 
bloom may not be as profuse or as pro- 
longed, though there is always the fra- 
grance and the graceful outline of this 
low wildly spreading bush to recom- 
mend its use. As the plant moves down- 
ward and not upward, plant it high on 
a bank or beside the steps, and if there 
is some erosion from above, creeping 
rosemary, you will find, is not adverse to 
a bit of smothering. 


APRIL 1956 


Unless you want your plants to 
mound up, cut out the taller central 
branches. Some of these older boughs 
are likely to turn yellow, when drainage 
is not good, but young green shoots 
will soon fill the gap. Old branches 
that get in the way can be used in the 
house. When cut and defoliated, the 
gray bark and the curved line of the 
branches show up quite ornamentally. 

Rosemary is always found in herb 
gardens and herb nurseries. The plant 
has legendary interest and has long been 
used to make rosemary oil and as a 
perfume.® 





Mother always finds time for 
gardening with 


WISS 


The lady knows best! She chose Wiss 
gardening tools—the finest she could buy. 
These new Wiss garden shears, specially 
designed for women, are so light and easy 
to handle —they make every gardening 
task a “shear” delight! 


Wiss Flower Sheers — 
Cut and hold a flower 
with one hand, in one 
motion. They clip stems 
in thick growth, prevent 
scratching from thorns. 
No. FH 4, $2.50 








Wiss Light-Weight 
Pruning Shears—Perfect 
for rose bushes. Small size 
permits maximum hand 
pressure, gives clean cut. 
No. 607 R, $2.95 





Wiss 801 Grass Shears— 
Light and easy to use, pos- 
comfortable 


itive action, 

grip. No. 801, $1.95 
Long Handle Grass Shears 
—No bend, no stoop. No. 
900, $4.25 





Wiss Light-Weight 
Sheers — So light 


Hedge 

in weight, they’re perfect 
for trimming grass as well 
as hedges. One serrated 
blade prevents slipping. 
No. 6% L, $3.50 


Prices slightly higher 
and West. 


For authoritative, 42-page illustrated 
“How To Prune” booklet, 
send 25¢ to Department WC04. 


J. WISS & SONS, NEWARK 7, NN. J. 
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SPRING LAWN SECTION 


Make a lawn 
this spring 


Are you a new home owner ? 
R. Milton Carleton tells how 


to have a lawn this spring 


It provides a frame for the garden picture for another. 
Without a lawn, it isn’t a home. 

Your first encounter with soil is likely to be discouraging. An 
accepted practice in the building industry, approved by apathy 
on the part of gardening authorities, is to strip the new building 
site of all soil before the foundation is dug. This is then sold 
as “rich black dirt” to other new home owners, who have dis- 
covered they can’t grow anything on the stiff subsoil left by 
their speculative builder. 

True, the custom is to spread not more than an inch of the 
black soil over the subsoil to hide the larceny, but this is not 
enough for a garden. If only subsoil clay or gravel was left 
behind, the new owner is lucky. Sometimes large chunks of tin, 
old mortar and other rubbish are concealed by a thin veneer of fill. 
The first step in getting ready is to take a spade and dig a few 
holes about a foot deep to see what is underneath. Start near 
the foundation, since rubbish is usually buried as close to the 
foundation as possible. If large chunks of solid matter are found, 
better try to dig them out. You won't locate all of them, but 
the rest will show up as dead patches in the lawn when the 
grass fails to grow in the spots where they were not buried 
deeply. If a foot or more below the surface, they won’t do any 
harm. 

The next step depends on whether or not the down payment 
left you any money. If the pocketbook is flat, you can make a 
lawn on the raw clay or sterile sand dug from the foundation. 
It won’t cost as much as doing it the right way, but more time 
will be needed to produce a good lawn. If that’s your situation, 
start by spreading 40 pounds of a good mixed garden fertilizer 
(sold under various brand names at garden-supply and hard- 
ware stores) to every 1,000 square feet of lawn (say a strip 10 
feet wide and 100 feet long). If you can afford it, you can im- 
prove this soil by adding peatmoss, old manure or other forms 
of organic matter. 

Next, try to locate someone who will do rotary tilling by the 
hour or job. A rotary tiller has teeth or tines that whirl around 
rapidly and will mix the fertilizer into the soil. Tell him to set 
the teeth to go down 4 inches, no more. Grass roots don’t pene- 
trate any farther. If you go too deep, the soil [SEE Pace 47] 


A LAWN Is A MUST. It keeps the place clean for one thing. 


PHOTOGRAPH FROM 0. M. SCOTT AND SONS CO, 





SPRING LAWN SECTION 


156 minutes a month will mow 


your lawn. Here’s the story of 


156 years of 


lawn mowing 


ISAj— 


see from the lawn mower’s family tree. Most gardeners 
can take pride in the way their lawns look today—some- 
thing they couldn’t have done had they lived 125 years ago. 

Back in the early 1800’s there were two ways to keep the 
fields cut down so they remotely resembled something we call 
a lawn. One method was to turn the sheep out—the lazy man’s 
approach—and the other was to pick up the trusty scythe and 
hack away. Along about 1830, though, something new came 
into the picture—the lawn mower. 

The inventor, a Mr. Buddings, got his idea from machinery 
used to shear wool off sheepskin in the factory in England 
where he worked. The principle of a spiral blade (a continu- 
ous scissors) which he patented is the same one used on reel- 
type mowers today. The principle hasn’t changed, but our 
1956 machines certainly don’t resemble those “gems” made 
in the late 1800's. 

The first “power” mowers appeared about the same time. 
In the United States, Peter Henderson’s 1-horse power mower 
was the ultimate in mowing equipment in 1900. Some twenty 
years later, gasoline engines were standard on machines used 
to mow golf courses and estates. As the small gasoline engine 
developed, so did the power mower and it eventually found its 
place on the home grounds. 

Rotary-type power mowers are the babies. [SEE Pace 103] 


I AWNS AND THEIR CARE have quite a history—as we can 





HAND MOWERS 


T 6 Au ” . 
1590- nada “Baas * 19°0— noisy but easier to push. 1956— streamlined and sturd 


POWER MOWERS 


1920— 


ROTARY MOWERS 





the United States. Many people now have zoysia 

lawns—or the start of one—and many more are 
seriously thinking of using this “different” type lawn 
grass. There are, however, a few things which must 
be known about this grass before you can honestly say 
that it is the one for you. Only when you know all the 
answers to your questions can you be in a position to get 
the full benefit from a zoysia lawn. 

Zoysia is not a native grass; it was introduced to the 
United States from Korea early in the century. There 
are several species grown, the most hardy of which is 
Z. japonica. A research and experimental program was 
started on this particular species by the United States 
Department of Agriculture and the United States Golf 
Association Green Section, After some years of testing 
and crossbreeding, one strain (which had been given the 
number Z-52 during the tests) was finally approved and 


7, GRASS can no longer be classified as “new” in 
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selected for release to the public. In honor of Dr. Frank 
N. Meyer, who actually discovered the grass in Korea, 
the name “Meyer” was added. Consequently, the official 
name of this approved grass is “Meyer Z-52” zoysia. 
Some commercial growers have shortened the name some- 
what and refer to it either as “Meyer” zoysia or “Z-52”— 
they are talking about the same thing. (Another zoysia 
called “Emerald” has also been approved for plant- 
ing in the South, but it is not commercially available 
as yet.) 

Although Meyer zoysia is extremely winter hardy— 
surviving as far north as Maine—like all zoysias, it is a 
warm-season grass. By warm-season is meant that it 
grows best wher the weather is hot. This is in contrast 
to our traditional lawn grasses which are cool-season, 
growing best when temperatures range from 40° to 70°. 

Since Meyer zoysia is a warm-season grass it can 
successfully compete with crabgrass for control of the 
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PROBABLE “GREEN PERIOD” OF MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES 


* Average Freezing Dates 


May 2 in spring; Nov. 3 in fall 
Mar. 25 in spring; Nov. 27 in fall 


‘Mar. 30 in spring; Nov. 27 in fall 


Apr. 11 in spring; Nov. 11 in fall 
Mar. 19 in spring; Nov. 27 in fall 





Location Green Period 
Caribou, Me. May 15 through Oct. 15 
Boston, Mass. Apr. 10 through Nov. 12 
Bridgeport, Conn. Apr. 15 through Nov. 12 
Albany, N.Y. Apr. 25 through Oct. 27 
Harrisburg, Pa. ‘Apr. 4 through Nov. 12 
Baltimore, Md. Mar. 28 
Columbus, Ohio Apr. 10 through Nov. 
Detroit, Mich. | Apr. 17 through Nov. 4 
Chicago, Ill. Apr. 12 through Oct. 30 
St. Louis, Mo. Mar. 25 through Nov. 10 | Mar. 
Minneapolis, Minn. Apr. 22 through Oct. 29 Apr. 
Des Moines, lowa Apr. 13 through 
Amarillo, Texas Apr. 7 through Oct. 28 Mar. 
Denver, Col. Apr. 18 through Oct. 15 Apr. 


SOUTHERN LOCATIONS: 


* Average freezing dates are the 
been found, greens up about ten 


tures average below freezing in the 1 






_ Apr. 2 in spring; Nov. 18 in fall 
Mar. 27 in spring; Nov. 13 in fall 
10 in sping; Nov. 25 in fall 

Ox , 7 in spring; Nov. 12 in fall 

Oct. 25 Mar. 28 in spring; Nov. 9 in fall 
r, 22 in spring; Nov. 10 in fall 

4 in spring; Oct. 29 in fall 





spring freezing date. Meyer zoysia browns up about ten days before the date when ten - 


usually occurred before this date. 


statistics; the “green period” was determined by John Hassett of Summit Hall Turf Farm. 


a eee 


for you? 


lawn area. Crabgrass, too, is a warm-season grass but 
is an annual which means it dies off completely in the 
fall and is started again from seed the following summer. 

The warm-season aspect of Meyer zoysia also creates 
the one major disadvantage in the eyes of many people. 
It is green throughout the summer months but goes 
dormant in the winter. This dormancy, however, shouldn’t 
be confused with the complete death of the tops as in the 
case of crabgrass. Meyer zoysia does not die in the 
winter, neither does it lose its leaves. The foliage re- 
mains intact, but changes to a straw-brown color. 

The length of time Meyer zoysia remains in this 
dormant state depends on the length of the winter season. 
Meyer zoysia does not turn brown immediately after the 
first killing frost in the fall. It usually takes two or more 
heavy frosts to trip the plant into the dormant state. On 
the average, this is about ten days to two weeks before 
the date when there is a fifty-fifty chance that the 





by WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


day temperature will be below freezing and remain that 
cold for the balance of the winter season. 

In the spring Meyer zoysia will green up about ten days 
or two weeks after the date when the temperature is apt 
to be above 32°. In the chart on this page, the probable 
“green period” of Meyer zoysia for various Cities is in- 
dicated. These figures are based on United States 
Weather Bureau figures together with past experiences in 
growing Meyer zoysia. 

As you will note, in the more northern regions the 
“green period” is of shorter duration than in sections 
more to the south. For practically all locations south of 
Richmond, Va., Oklahoma City and Los Angeles, a 
dormant period of four months or less each year can 
normally be expected. In some sections along the Gulf 
Coast and in southern Florida, Meyer zoysia is dormant 
only briefly, if at all, during the year. 

Naturally, the longer the growing season the more 
time the plant has to grow and spread. We can certainly 
expect a greater growth and spread when the “green 
period” extends over eight months than we can if the 
growing period is only three months. So don’t expect 
Meyer zoysia to spread as much in Maine as it would in 
Florida. However, if you have a summer home where you 
only want a green lawn for several months, you may think 
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differently of a Meyer zoysia lawn in 
New England. 

When Meyer zoysia grows, it actually 
creeps along the ground. The plant 
sends out runners on the soil surface 
which root and send up new plants as 
they go. Therefore, they make a thick 
mat of sod. It is the formation of this 
thick mat which gives zoysia power to 
crowd out other grasses and weeds. 

Also going along with the fact that 
Meyer zoysia is a warm-season grass is 
the fact that it is a sun-lover. It does 
its best in full sun; in partial shade it 
will survive, but the rate cf spread will 
not be as great. Meyer zoysia will also 
stand a good deal of drought, standing 
up under many adverse summer con- 
ditions. 

Since Meyer zoysia is a hybrid grass, 
it can be compared to many of our 
garden roses, iris, day-lilies and the like 
in that its seeds will not produce plants 
exactly like the parent. Therefore, it 
must be propagated vegetatively by 
planting some of the mother plants. 
Actually, all Meyer zoysia that has been 
sold and will ever be sold originated 
from one plant—just as all PEACE roses 
in gardens today came from one plant. 

There are two common means by 
which parts of an existing Meyer zoysia 
lawn can be transplanted to make a new 
lawn: by plugs and by sprigs. Plugs 


are small sections of the lawn which 
have been cut out with a sharp tool 
similar to a cookie cutter. Sprigs, on the 
other hand, are sections of the surface 
runners with roots and small plants 
attached. 

Both methods have produced excel- 
lent stands of lawn. There are, however, 
advantages and disadvantages to both. 
On the basis of material costs, sprigging 
is the least expensive. More lawn area 
can be planted from a given amount of 


planting stock with sprigs than with 
plugs. Sprigs will also initiate new 
growth quicker and spread faster. 

On the other side of the ledger, 
though, sprigs are more difficult to plant 
and maintain during their early stages. 
Once planted, sprigs must be watched 
constantly and will stand no neglect. 
The best results with sprigs are often 
obtained when they are planted by a 
more experienced gardener. 

Plugs, which are small sections of 


Follow These Steps When You 


Good soil preparation and a sunny site 
are extremely important in starting a 
Meyer zoysia nursery plot. Prepare the 
soil just as you would if you were seed- 
ing; work in a good supply of plant food. 


Holes for plugs are made with a special 
tool. For sprigging you would dig shallow 
trenches. Plugs are set one foot apart 
each way. Note the staggered arrangement 
of holes shown in the photograph above. 





ROTO-HOE 


Pleasant Power bardenin 
You ban Afford 


It’s easy to have a better garden when you use a ROTO-HOE. 
Whether used to prepare the soil, or to cultivate between the 
rows, ROTO-HOE does the hard work for you — you easily 
guide and control. The specially designed bolo tines rotate at 
high speed, thoroughly mixing the soil; the hood protects plants 
in the row and keep injurious dust from the engine. 

Best of all, this pioneer of all front-mounted tillers still sells at 
a price so low that it’s America’s Best Value in power garden 
equipment, The complete ROTO-HOE, ready to $1 3 4 

go right to work in your garden, costs only ° 

And there are many low-cost attachments that you can add later; 
all use the same dependable 2 h.p. power unit. 


with Your ROTO-HOE 


FLOWER GROWER 





FOR A BETTER LAWN 

Lawn authorities agree that aerating improves 
lawn health and condition. Special LAWN 
AERATING DISCS are available which can be 
quickly inserted in place of the tines. Then you 
can use your ROTO-HOE to aerate the lawn as 
well. The cost of the discs is surprisingly low. 
See your dealer. 


Youll 














turf with soil attached, are more rugged, 
and better results are generally obtained 
when planted by less-experienced gar- 
deners. Plugs are merely inserted in 
holes; sprigs are laid in trenches with 
the roots covered and tops exposed. 
Time of planting differs from tradi- 
tional cool-season lawns. Fall is the 
best time to plant lawns from seed be- 
cause they will then have two cool sea- 
sons—that fall and the following spring 
—before being subjected to the extreme 


heat of summer. Meyer zoysia, since 
it grows strongest in summer, should 
also be planted before its period of ac- 
tive growth, which means spring or 
early summer—in the early part of the 
“green period.” 

A practical way to go about establish- 
ing a full Meyer zoysia lawn is to start 
out first with a small nursery plot. Take 
an area of 100 to 200 square feet and 
plant it completely with zoysia. In time 
this area will be completely covered, 


Start a Zoysia Nursery Plot 


Plugs are then placed in the prepared 
holes. It will be necessary, of course, 
to keep the nursery bed well watered 
for the first few weeks, until plugs take 
hold. Sprigs may demand extra care. 


USDA, SUMMIT HALL PHOTOCRAPIIS 


The nursery bed will start to cover over 
the first season. Grass will creep 
out from each plug or sprig. When bed 
is completely covered, planting material 
can be taken out for remainder of lawn. 


and from this nursery plot you will be 
able to remove planting material for 
the remainder of the lawn area. Also, 
such a nursery plot—which is a mini- 
mum expenditure—will then give you 
a good indication of zoysia’s growth 
and spread in your particular area. 

Select a good sunny site for your plot 
and prepare the soil well—just as if you 
were going to seed it. The zoysia should 
then be planted out in the entire area, 
according to directions—whether it be 
plugs or sprigs. Give the bed good care, 
watering the first few weeks, feeding 
at least twice the first year. Feeding— 
with a plant food recommended for 
lawns—should be done during the sum- 
mer when growth is at its peak. The 
tendency of Meyer zoysia is not to 
grow too tall; but mowing every few 
weeks will be necessary. Set your 
mower to cut very short, about % inch. 

Once the nursery plot is covered— 
which will probably take two or more 
growing seasons in some areas—plant- 
ing material can be removed and put 
into the remaining lawn area. The 
plugs or sprigs should be put in the lawn 
area in the same manner as they were 
planted in the nursery plot. However, 
it is not necessary to completely prepare 
the soil, for planting can be done in the 
existing lawn. 

How fast zoysia will spread and crowd 





Don't Buy Single-Purpose 
Power Garden Equipment 


ROTO-HOE OFFERS VOU OWE [00 
with Many Low-Cost Proved Attachments 


ROTO-HOE Integral Design is based upon one sim 

principle: use the same power unit to operate sev 

no afterthought, but the starting idea. Once the initial investment been oped 
(in a ROTO-HOE or any of the other combinations), other attachments can be 


added most inexpensively, perhaps one a year. Each 
in greatly increased usefulness for little add 


t results 
led cost. Thousands of users all over 


U.S. and Canada consider their ROTO-HOE one of their best investments. 


SAFE-SPEED EDGER 
Edging of driveways, walks, flower beds and lawns is easy with this low-cost 


attachment. Six sharp knives rotating at high 
side drive, walk or garden. Depth of cut is adjustable from 0” to 234”. 
of speed for good cutting, yet gives minimum throwing 

encountered. Operator has easy finger-tip control of machine; third 


uniform cutting depth control. 
The Lauson 2 h. 
till small flower 


movi 


Pom v onot: ay! vad ng that way be 
ens, etc. By onet y moving 

machine forward and backward, th 
pack earth — even skeptics are surprised at excellent 


speed slice a narrow trench along- 
Has plenty 
of stones and other objects 
wheel gives 


can also be used to 
es back and forth and 
Safe-Speed Edger will till the hardest 
results. Here’s another 


low-cost attachment that increases usefulness of your ROTO-HOE. This attachment 


only $27. 50 to add. 








SEE NEXT 2 PAGES 
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out an existing lawn depends on several 
factors. First, of course, is the length of 
the “green period.” It will spread faster 
in the South than it will in the North. 
Another factor is the health and condi- 
tion of the existing lawn. If it is a good 
sturdy turf, the zoysia will make less 
gain. Soil is still a third factor. Meyer 
zoysia will survive on relatively poor 
soil, but the better the soil the more gain 
it will make. 

Zoysia planted in an existing lawn 
should also be fed at least twice a year 
until it has taken over. Once the full 
stand is established, less feeding is re- 
quired. Also, an interplanted lawn 
should be cut low—%*%4 inch—to benefit 
the zoysia. If cut too high, the zoysia 
will be shaded from the sun. 

Recent developments or the problem 
of browning during the winter season 
have led to the possible use of a sys- 
temic dye. This is a green dye that is 
applied to the soil during the latter part 
of the “green period” and is absorbed by 
the plants through the roots, thus im- 
pregnating the foliage. At present this 
material is not on the market. 

Combination planting of cool-season 
grasses and Meyer zoysia has been 
tested in several areas. So far little has 
been established on a set formula. The 
growth habits differ, and there are many 
problems. It may also be limited to cer- 


tain sections of the country where cli- 
matic conditions will favor both. 
Meyer Z-52 zoysia is not the answer 
to all lawn problems. It has its good 
points: drought-resistance, heat-toler- 
ance, sturdiness and toughness. It also 


has its bad points: short growing season 
in the North, browning during the 
winter and a fairly coarse texture. It 
does have its place in American gardens. 
How you can make the best use of it is 
a decision you, alone, can make.® 





@ When the annual Symposium for 
Post Graduate Students of Flower 
Show Exhibition and Judging was 
held in New York’s Metropolitan 
Museum, noted judges and distin- 
guished garden club officers from all 
over the country attended. The 
series, which was presented by The 
Federated Garden Clubs of New 
York State, brought out a harvest 
of artistic flower arrangements and 
some forecasts of trends to come. 
Here are some of the answers 
which were given when a number of 
representative women were asked, 
“What are the trends for 1956?”: 
“Freedom from conventional pat- 
terns”—Helen VanPelt Wilson, Con- 
necticut. 
“Freedom of expression”—Mrs. 
Jesse Thomas Fort, Georgia. 
“Young people show creative abil- 
ity and are surpassing their elders”— 





Trends in Flower Arranging 


Mrs. George Taylor, Massachusetts. 

“Greater freedom”—Mrs. Hugh 
Sutherland, Mississippi. 

“People are bringing a wider va- 
riety of plant materials to the notice 
of commercial florists’—Mrs. Fran- 
cis Merriman, New Jersey. 

“Greater emphasis is placed upon 
the beauty of plant material”—Mrs. 
Charles Hoffman, New York. 

“Freedom”—Mrs. Paul Updegraff, 
Oklahoma. 

“The trend is away from conven- 
tional unyielding forms such as the 
severe crescent”’— Mrs. William 
Wheeler, New York. 

“The artistic merit of flower 
arrangement is being recognized and 
used extensively in the great in- 
dustrial offices in Pittsburgh”—Mrs. 
William F. Lowry, Jr., Pennsylvania. 

“Freedom”—Mrs. Howard S. Kit- 
tel, Texas. 











| You Get Year ‘Round Use with 


NEW 22” TWIN ROTO-CUTTER 
Seilf-Propelied PREMIER Model 2200 


WHY PUSH? this new rotary mower runs along under its own 
power, cutting the lawn velvet-smooth — you need only to guide 
it. Its full 22” width of cut also means many fewer trips to cut 
your lawn. And it trims up close to walls, trees, and borders safely, 
leaving a minimum of trimming to be done later. 


This new twin spindle design results in smoother running, easier 
cutting, and with power to spare! Exclusive new scientific cutting 
blades are easy to sharpen — only a couple of quick strokes per 
blade with a file will keep them razor-sharp. No expensive, time- 
wasting sharpening job is necessary — you “do it yourself”. 
ROTO-HOE engineering and production line efficiency bring you 
this big forward step in lawn mowing ease and convenience at 
such a low price for a high quality machine. You get the Model 
2200 Twin ROTO-CUTTER attachment for only $49,50; or the 
complete unit for $131.50 (add the tiller and other attachments 
later). . 

BE SURE to see your ROTO-HOE dealer and arrange for a free 
demonstration, where you can “test-mow” the ROTO-CUTTER 
yourself. You'll be glad you did. 


HAVE YOU SEEN THE 2 PRECEDING PAGES? 


Your Dollars Buy MORE 


FLOWER GROWER 


LEAF MULCHING. A simple, i ive 
leaf mulching attachment is available for 
use with the ROTO-CUTTER, which will 
eliminate your leaf raking problem. This 
ee ee 
ter down th the grass and help 
enrich the soil and build up the turf. Ask 
your dealer. 





R. Milton Carleton Tells How to Make a Lawn This Spring 


[FROM PaGE 39] will only have to settle 
that much more, which means more 
chance for an irregular surface. 

The next step is to level the soil. 
Your lawn ought to be as flat as pos- 
sible, except that it should have a slight 
fall so excess rainfall will drain away. 

Making a lawn on sharper slopes is 
not a problem for the beginner: he’ll 
have to pay for professional help. 

To get an even, level surface is not 
too easy. A simple device is to use 
one section of an extension ladder as a 
drag. A rope is tied to the top and the 
bottom rung of the ladder, so that it 
can be dragged sideways across the 
loose soil. When high spots are en- 
countered, the excess soil goes between 
the rungs and is dragged along until a 
low spot is reached. Then it dumps and 
fills the hollow. I have seen such a drag 
level a newly tilled lawn as perfectly as 
expensive professional equipment. When 
level, you are ready to sow. But what? 

Unfortunately, the traditional date 
for taking over new houses is spring, 
usually about May Ist. By the time the 
family is unpacked, it is mid-June, too 
late in most areas for sowing grass seed. 

Now the new home owner comes up 
against an important fact. No single rec- 
ommendation can be made for lawns 


that will apply to all parts of the country. 

North of the Ohio River and east 
of a line drawn from St. Paul to Kansas 
City, no attempt should be made to 
sow a permanent lawn at this time. I 
would recommend seeding with rye- 
grass. Don’t spend extra money for 
perennial rye seeds: you wiil be digging 
under the grass before winter. 

But why sow a temporary grass to dig 
under? First, it will grow and produce 
tops and roots that when dug under 
will rot and lighten that heavy soil, and 
give body to light sands. Organic mat- 
ter is the key to good soils. Second, 
even though it is rough and poor in 


color, rye-grass will keep dust from’ 


blowing, and make a fair show of green 
for you all summer. 

Sow about 5 pounds to every 1,000 
square feet of lawn. Don’t try to cover 
the seed, but keep it moist every minute 
until it sprouts, even if this means turn- 
ing on the sprinklers every day. 

Start cutting the rye-grass as soon 
as it is 3 inches tall. Don’t rake the 
clippings, but let them remain to return 
to the soil as organic matter. About 
August Ist over the area north of the 
Ohio River, all this work is going to be 
wasted—apparently. Now you are ready 
to put in a permanent lawn. The rye- 


grass you worked on so hard will have 
io be rotary-tilled or dug under, again 
to a depth of 4 inches. Use 25 pounds 
per 1,000 square feet of the same ferti- 
lizer you applied over the soil after turn- 
ing under the old grass. Wet thoroughly, 
let it stand for a day or two and then 
rake or drag the surface level again. 
The best time to seed a lawn in this 
area is mid-August, and not later than 
September 15th. The reason is that 
grass seeds sprout rapidly when they 
are warm during the day and somewhat 
cooler at night. The common lawn 
weeds, on the other hand, don’t like cool 
nights and their seeds refuse to sprout. 
For the experienced lawn maker, per- 
haps the best grass for the area we are 
discussing is straight Merion bluegrass. 
Unfortunately, it is a slow starter, and 
the beginning lawn maker finds the con- 
trol of weeds and the lack of a solid 
green cover discouraging. For this rea- 
son, I would prefer that he use a mix- 
ture which includes at least 30 to 40 
percent of Merion bluegrass, plus High- 
land bent and a good fescue. The fescue 
and the bent will sprout almost at once 
and produce a good green cover. The 
Merion will take its time, but by the 
second or third year, it will probably 
have taken over the entire lawn.® 





E’ Interchangeable Attachment 


ROTO-ZEPHYR SPRAYER 


A high quality power sprayer for the home owner or anyone who has more spraying 
than it’s convenient to do by hand. Five gallon tank, phosphor-bronze pump, 150 gpm 
pressure, jet agitation in tank. Modern design gun is foolproof, adjusts from cone to 
stream spray; 15” of hose furnished. Ideal for insecticide, fungicide, and fertilizer spraying, 
this attachment costs oniy $79 to add. 


ROTO-BUZZ SAW 

With this rugged and dependable saw you 
can saw your winter's supply of cord wood 
quickly and easily. Rigidly built tilting table 
prevents binding. Built of tubular and angle 
steel, has 16” circular saw blade. Saws even 
hardest woods easily. One season’s use will 
more than repay you its low cost of only 
$44.75 (attachment including belt, blade and 
guard). 


' SNOW DENSA-THROWER 


Here’s the ideal answer to the snow removal 
problem, Auger action of rotor pulls snow in, 
compresses it, and discharges it out a chute 
at top, throwing it many feet off to side 
(adjusts to throw to either side as desired). 
This machine will move more snow farther 
in a few minutes than you can do in hours 
of shoveling. Save your heart, and make 
snow removal a pleasure. This attachment 
costs only $74 — and it’s often worth its 
weight in gold when the snow comes! 


in a ROTO-HOE 


APRIL 1956 


20” ROTO-CUTTER Model 55 
This is the famous model ROTO-CUTTER 


the last few years. It’s still 
those who do not want a self- ed 
mower. This attachment is only $34.50. 


New Color Brochure Free 


Use below to get this new bro- 
chure ich gives full information about 
ROTO-HOE and ts, and shows 
many action pictures in actual use: We'll 
also send you name of nearby dealer where 
you can arrange for a demonstration. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


To ROTO-HOE & Sprayer Co. 
Box 1, Newbury, Ohio 


rcsol 


Please send me your new full color bro: | 


chure on the Model 148 oe and 


name and address of nearby d 


SN PO aiices scosscavesscecetil 


City, Zone, State................ 


woe ' 
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‘ / SPRING LAWN SECTION 
Sees — 
PLANT = Directory of 
Oo Lawn Tools 
“Cr 
You must have some equipment to 
keep your lawn looking the way it 


should. There is a wide variety of 
equipment available; shown here are 
just a few items you can purchase. For 

additional information on them, write 
‘Thte gent aient Oitncen King, ho directly to the manufacturer whose ad- 
It is the only variety in existence dress is given in each insta “ 
that retains ite rich, deep color oe mance 
throughout the entire growing 
season ...foliage opens dark 
crimson in the spring and re- 


mains brilliant until leaves fall in 
autumn. 


Crimson King is easily recognized 
by the glistening, satiny sheen of 
its lovely dark red foliage. The 
distinctive, deep color of this 
magnificent specimen tree creates 
an exciting contrast to grass and 
shrubs throughout the spring, 
apenas and fall. ys _ eas- 

» excellent for large or 

all lawns. 


SAVAGE ROTOR CHIEF < cuts through 
FOR SALE AT ALL : matted grass or tall weeds without 
LEADING NURSERIES ernie: clumping. Retrievable starter. Savage 
AND GARDEN STORES é Arms, Chicopee Falls, Mass. 





EVONYMUS 
SHRUBS... 


f 0 r M 0 d e i n MOW-CYCLE rotary mower will cut 
a 24-inch swath. Has attractive auto 


Landscape Design style grill. Musgrave Inc., Springfield, 


Ohio. 


Four distinctly different types of BROADLEAF EVERGREEN evonymus— 
for formal and informal plantings 


EMERALD LEADER EMERALD PRIDE 
(Pat. 881) — berried, ovoid form (Pat. 1073) — compact bush type 


EMERALD CHARM EMERALD CUSHION 

(Pat, 1079) — narrow columnar shape (Pat. 1112) — low dwarf shrub 

fest versatile as hedge plants, foundation or ornamental shrubs. Require little shearing or 
shaping . . . no staking. High disease resistance — drought endurance — low temperature 
adaptability — resistant to dog damage. 

Order Now from your local Nurseryman, or write direct to . . . 


LAWN BEAUTY spreader has rate- 
control dial on the handle. Made by 
Schneider Mfg. Co., Chicago, Ill. 

Essex Road-Ipswich, Massachusetts si sa 
FLOWER CGCROWER 








WHEN TULIPS BLOOM...”IT’S TOOL-UP TIME”° 


Beautiful lawns and gardens come 
easier with True Temper tools 


Tulip and daffodil shoots are pushing up—buds are 
bursting into bloom. It’s Spring—it’s Tool-Up Time! 

Now’s the time to get the new tools you'll need for a 
beautiful lawn and garden this summer. Gardening’s more 
satisfying, and lots easier, when you have the right tools, 

Here are the True Temper tools every home needs for 
a well-kept lawn and garden. The blades are hand-crafted 
from the finest steels. Handles are genuine Northern ash, 
fire-hardened to seal the grain against wear and weather. 

Visit your favorite garden supply store .. . and get a 
set of fine True Temper tools. 


Write for FREE “Tool Facts” Booklet 


New free booklet tells how to choose, use, care for 
tools. Write: True Temper Corp., Cleveland 15, Ohio, 
or pick one up at the store with the bright green and 
yellow Tool-Up Time banners. 


HAND TOOLS Heavy-gauge 
stainless steel. Rust resisting, 
easy to clean. Dirt knocks right 
off. About $1.50 each* 


GARDEN BOW RAKE Sturdy, 
one-piece head, forged from a 
solid bar of steel. Curved and 
tapered teeth. From $2.80* 


GARDEN SHOVEL Only low- 
cost forged shovel. Strong but 
light. Flat edge —ideal for spad- 
ing and edging. About $3.50* 


HEDGE SHEARS Famous Rocker 
model with steel handles, and 
cushion-grips. Bumper absorbs 


shock, About $7.95* 


TRUE TEMPER. @ 
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“GOLFER” GRASS CUTTER Gen- 
vine golf-club grip and sheft. 
Cuts clean and easy with golf- 
club swing. About $4.95* 


LOPPING SHEARS Heavy-duty 
pruning of trees, shrubs. 
Rocket model—steel handles, 
cushion-grips. About $7.95* 


DYNALITE LAWN RAKE Large 
capacity, light weight. Built-in 
spring action—teeth hug lawn, 
won't dig roots. About $2.25* 


PRUNER, GRASS SHEARS 
Chrome-plated pruner cuts 
thick branches. About $2.80* 
Grass shears, About $2.75* 


* Prices slightly higher in West 


SHOVELS + 


GARDEN HOE Improved 
forged-steel blade; fapers to 
thin edge. Very strong but also 
very light, From $2.85* 


DIGGING FORK True Temper 
mokes four sizes—heavy, me- 
dium, light and floral. Diamond- 
beck tines, From $3.15* 


FINEST QUALITY IN GARDEN, LAWN AND FARM TOOLS 
SHEARS 


HAMMERS, HATCHETS, AXES 


FISHING TACKLE «+ GOLF-CLUB SHAFTS 
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SPRING LAWN SECTION 


Modern (rardener 


Fungi May Cause Browning of Your Lawn This Summer 


AM FREQUENTLY ASKED why home 
] lawns which look healthy in early 

spring often become brown and 
pockmarked by midsummer. There are 
many reasons for the drastic change: 
close mowing, lack of plant food, in- 
sufficient water, soil compaction, insect 
infestation, and excessively high tem- 
peratures which throw certain grasses 
into dormancy. 

But many lawns turn brown in the 
absence of any of these factors. The 
type of browning I have in mind occurs 
primarily during and after periods of 
excessive rainfall, or when lawns are 
watered frequently during dry spells with 
the hose or with sprinklers. 

.During the last three years I have 
personally examined numerous un- 
healthy lawns as well as many clods of 
browned turf from lawns which had 
received what is usually considered ex- 
cellent care. I found that the most com- 
mon cause of browning was due to in- 
fection by one or more kinds of fungi, 
and not to the hot, blistering sun or 
other agents as most of the home owners 
suspected. 

A great deal has been written about 
lawn diseases. Most of this information, 
however, was based on observations of 
turf on golf courses, particularly on the 

. The fungus diseases known as 
brown patch, dollar spot and copper spot 
are rather common on golf greens be- 
cause the turf in such areas consists 
mainly of bent grasses. Bents are not 
only more susceptible to these diseases 
but also to insect pests such as chinch 
bugs and Japanese beetle grubs. Golf 
greens are watered almost daily during 
dry spells, a practice which promotes 
development of many fungus diseases. 

The fungi which attack grass varieties 
in most home lawns, however, are not 
the same as those in golf greens. A few 
home lawns contain a goodly percen- 
tage of bent grasses but these are the 
exception. The fungi in the average 
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by P. P. PIRONE 


PLANT PATHOLOCIST, NEW YORK BOTANICAL CARDEN 


home lawn do not succumb to the same 
chemicals that have been used success- 
fully for many years to control fungi 
on golf courses. 

Home lawns containing bluegrass and 
fescues are subject to one or more fun- 
gus diseases known by the peculiar 
names “going-out,” “melting-out” and 
“fading-out.” The fungi known as 
helminthosporium and curvularia, which 
have become increasingly prevalent in 
recent years in home lawns in the East- 
ern United States, are responsible for 
these diseases. I suspect they are also 
present in other parts of the country 
where bluegrasses and fescues are used 
but that they are diagnosed as dollar 
spot or one of the other diseases com- 
mon to golf greens. 

All three of the “out” diseases start 
as small, more or less circular, dead 
spots scattered here and there in the 
lawn. Although they get started rela- 


Frequent 
ideal conditions for 


tively early in the growing season, they 
are frequently overlooked because most 
of the lawn is still lush and vigorous. 
With heavy rains, or frequent sprinkling 
(especially late in the evening), the 
spots enlarge and coalesce until most of 
the lawn turns brown by midsummer. 
The “out” diseases attack lawns at 
different times during the growing sea- 
son. In the Northeast, for example, 
Kentucky bluegrass may be attacked by 
the “going-out” disease at any time from 
mid-April to late May. Merion blue- 
grass, by the way, appears to be 
markedly resistant to the disease. The 
“melting-out” disease may strike Ken- 
tucky bluegrass, fescues and even bent 
grasses, between early spring and the 
arrival of hot weather. The “fading-out” 
disease attacks nearly all species of 
grasses after the advent of hot weather. 
By using the time of disease appear- 
ance as a guide, therefore, the home 
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of the lawn, especially in late afternoon or early evening, provides 
fungus growth with subsequent browning and dying of the grass. 





owner can sometimes pinpoint the 
disease involved. As with so many 
diseases of both plants and animals, 
however, positive diagnosis can be made 
only by an expert. With information 
on spore size and shape, and with the aid 
of a microscope, he can quickly deter- 
mine which fungus is causing the 
trouble. Spores of the causal fungus 
are usually present in large numbers on 
diseased blades of grass. 

This is hardly the place to describe 
the difference between fungi which 
cause grass diseases. Suffice to say that 
the “melting-out” and the “going-out” 
diseases are caused by helminthosporium 
fungi whose spores are cigar shaped and 
are divided into five to ten more or less 
equal cells. The curvularia fungus which 
causes “fading-out” has spores that are 
bent or curved and are divided into 
three to five cells of unequal diameter. 
The fungi which cause brown patch, dol- 
lar spot and other diseases of golf greens 
also have definite characteristics which 
are entirely different from those which 
cause the “out” diseases. 

My readers may wonder why I take 
the time and space to mention these 
differences. The reason is that I want to 
stress the importance of knowing what 
disease or fungus is involved at the very 
start so that the correct control material 
can be selected. Some materials will 


control one disease and not another. 
This explains why some gardeners fail 
to achieve good disease control. 

If a single chemical capable of con- 
trolling all fungous diseases of turf were 
available, there would be no need for a 
specific diagnosis, Until one becomes 
generally available, therefore, it would 
pay to get a positive diagnosis from a 
state plant pathologist or other expert. 

Chemicals are available for prevent- 
ing the “out” diseases. Ferrated acti- 
dione gives goed control of both “going- 
out” and “fading-out.” These, as well 
as “melting-out,” can be controlled by 
the phenyl mercury acetates. Inciden- 
tally, the phenyl mercury acetates also 
give excellent control of crabgrass in 
lawns when used as directed for this 
purpose. They are deadly poisonous ma- 
terials and must be handled with care. 

The time to start lawn treatmerts with 
these materials is early in the growing 
season, well in advance of any disease 
outbreak. By applying the mercury fun- 
gicide as soon as a few brown spots ap- 
pear in the lawn and reapplying it 
every 10 days to 2 weeks for 3 or 4 
times, the harmful fungi cannot gain a 
strong foothold in the lawn. In fact, 
with adequate applications of the proper 
fungicide, the fungus population will 
be kept so low that lawns can be watered 
more frequently during dry spells with 


little dange- of an outbreak of disease. 

It is needless to add, perhaps, that the 
chemical should be applied uniformly 
and exactly as directed. Applying more 
than directed for a given area may 
damage the desirable grasses, and apply- 
ing less than the recommended dosage 
may fail to give control. 

In the near future scientists will de- 
velop so-called “shot-gun,” or “broad- 
spectrum” fungicides for turf which will 
control every fungus disease to which 
lawns are subject. The nearest to that 
goal yet developed is the material sold 
under the trade name Kromad, avail- 
able for the first time this spring. 
Kromad prevents and controls brown 
patch, dollar spot, copper spot, and 
pink patch, as well as the “out” diseases 
caused by helminthosporium and curvu- 
laria. At this time it is available only 
in 5- and 25-pound fibre drums for 
large-scale use. According to the manu- 
facturer, Kromad can be used at several 
times the recommended dosage without 
injury to fine turf grasses. 

In the final analysis, success in com- 
bating diseases of lawns depends on 
keeping the growing balance in favor 
of the desirable grasses at the expense 
of the fungus parasites. By making 
periodic applications of the proper 
fungicide we keep down the fungus 
population and help the grass grow.® 





DO-IT-YOURSELF KIT 


You can install this permanent underground %j 
sprinkier system in one afternoon 


No parched spots on your lawn—no missed corners—no haphazard 
watering with this easy to install underground sprinkler system. It is 





scientifically engineered by Quaker Turf experts to water every square 
foot of lawn without wasting water or draining pressure. Using an 
ordinary garden spade, a knife and some wooden stakes you can 
install it simply by (1) laying out the plastic pipe (2) cutting and 
threading it (3) assembling the pipe and fittings (4) burying the 
assembly 4 to 6 inches. Perma-Sprinkler won't freeze, rust, corrode 
or interfere with your lawn mower. 


Incidentally, if you prefer to have the Quaker Perma-Sprinkler installed for you 
let us jeuow and we will pul you tn teuth,wih eetaene is aes the toe or 
ornans. 5 + cost. 


The kit contains everything you need: 
* All eipiiis pipe ond SE rite sph: of 
lawn 


®@ 7 sprinkler heads with 21 circumference holes, 
5 center holes and a double bump for shock 


Half and ashers 

* arter w. to prevent wetting 
driveway during sprinkling 

@ Anti-siphon valve to meet health requirements 

e See aes seer © Geet clogging 

©@ Threading die 


| Quaker Rubber Division 
| Dept. F, Philadelphia 24, Pa. 


Perma-Sprinkler bears the 
seal of approval of United 
States Testing Co., Inc. 
H. K. Porter Company, inc. 


Complete kit costs only $39.95 
QUAKER RUBBER DIVISION 
Philadeiphia 24, Pa. 
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“1. PORTER COMPANY. wc San Francisco 7, California 

















are bugs eating 
you out of 
plants and blooms ? 


Look at your leaves for danger signs 


Then apply ISOTOX Garden Spray, containing Lindane, 
Malathion and DDD. This time-saving spray controls more 
than 43 varieties of destructive garden insects! 
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Garden Events 


April 6-7, Greenville, 8.C.—African- 
violet Show, The African Violet 
Club of Greenville, Sears, Shelter 
City Park. 

April 6-8, Houston, Tex.—Houston 
International Flower and Garden 
Show, Sam Houston Coliseum. 

April 6-7, Washington, D.C.—Amer- 
ican Daffodil Society Convention, 
Shoreham Hotel. 

April 7-8, Huntington, W. Va.— 
Spring Narcissus Show, Hunting- 
ton Council of Garden Clubs, 
Memorial Field House. 

, April 7-8, Mobile, Ala.—Greater 
Gulf Amaryllis Show, Amaryllis 
Society of Mobile, Murphy High 
School. 

April 7-8, Chevy Chase, Md.—Ca- 
mellia Show, Camellia Society of 
the Potomac Valley, Woodward 
and Lothrop Department Store. 

April 9-10, Detroit, Mich.—African- 
violet Show, Border Cities Afri- 
can Violet Club, Ernst Kern Co. 

April 9-15, Tacoma, Wash.—Daffo- 

- ¢ dil Festival, Washington State 

Hardened buds .. . dis- Chewed-up leaves are Streaked blooms and to ener ge gar 

torted leaves? Check for clews to Japanese Beetle. foliage often caused by nition : ? 

Aphis. ISOTOX controls Spray wp apr when a, ae checks April 12-13, Brooklyn, N.Y.—Holly 

eee Society of America Meeting, 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

April 12-15, Santa Barbara, Calif.— 
Santa Barbara International Cym- 
bidium Orchid Show, National 
Guard Armory. 

April 14-15, Chevy Chase, Md.—Na- 
tional Capital Narcissus Show, 
Washington Daffodil Society, 
Woodward and Lothrop Auditor- 
ium. 

April 14-15, Jacksonville, Fla.— Rose 
Show, Jacksonville Rose Society. 

: April 15, Milwaukee, Wis.—A frican- 
‘ty ; guy jolet Show, Milwaukee County 

A. / COCOSSOSSS bs African Violet Society, Whitefish 

Bay Woman's Club. 

Mottled leaves on rhodo- | Defoliated fruit trees may April 16, La Verne, Calif.—African- 
dendrons, azaleas, camel- mean Caterpillar dam- violet Show, the Pomona Valley 

IMPROVED ISOTOX Gar- lias? Spray with ISOTOX age. Powerful ISOTOX 


« African Violet Society, Recreation 
den Spray M kills ‘em. when bugs first appear. K.O.'s them all. Hall. 


April 21-29—Historic Garden Week 
in Virginia, The Garden Club of 
Virginia. 

April 24-26, Westchester County 
Center, N.Y.—Course II of 
Flower Show School, Federated 
Garden Clubs of New York, Little 
Theatre. 

April 27, Thomasville, Ga.—Rose 
Show, Thomasville Garden Club. 

April 28-29, Stockton, Calif.—North- 
ern California District American 
Rose Society meeting; Spring 
Flower Show, Stockton Garden 
Club, Civic Auditorium. 

May 2, Valdosta, Ga.—Hemerocallis 
Show, Valdosta Hemerocallis 
Club, Woman’s Building. 

April through June, North Carolina 
—House and Garden Tours 
through North Carolina, The 
Garden Club of North Carolina. 
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Kills Ail These Garden Insects, Too 

Psyllids * Chrysanthemum Fly ¢ Ants = 
Leafhoppers * Plant Bugs * Lace Bugs 

Flea Beetles * Spittle Bugs * Ticks 

Woolly Aphis * Mealybugs * Armyworms 

Scele (crawlers) * Leaf Miners * Gnats 

White Fly * Diabrotica Beetle * Flies 

Cucumber Beetle * Grasshoppers ay a perme | 
Sowbugs * Brachyrhinus Beetle * Earwigs ISOTOX Garden Spray 
Fuller Rose Beetle * Onion Maggot ¢ eet oe 
Strawberry Root Weevil * Wireworms ange cs lth 
Cabbage Caterpillars * Chinch Bugs 

Plum Curculio * Chiggers * Cutworms 

Mole Crickets * White Grubs * Lawn Moths 

Mosquitoes * Black Widow Spiders 


ON ALL CHEMICALS, READ DIRECTIONS 
AND CAUTIONS BEFORE USE. 


CALIFORNIA SPRAY-CHEMICAL Corp. (Offices throughout U.S.A.) 
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T.M."S REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.: ORTHO, ISOTOX a 
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FLOWER GROWER 





Here’s your first 
chance to grow 
the amazing... 


FERRY’S 
NEW CENTURY 
ZINNIA 


BRAND-NEW. . . no other 
ZINNIA like it! 


e Developed by a revolutionary 
new breeding process. 

e Saucer-size flowers up to six 
inches and more in diameter. 


@ Rich, glowing shades of rose, 
buff, gold, pink and red. 


@ At your dealer's Ferry’s Seeds 
display now. 


Ferry’s New Century Mixed Zinnia will 
add new excitement and pleasure to 
your gardening . . . and to your cut- 
flower arrangements. Yet, with all its 
extra beauty, it’s so easy to grow. 


FERRY’S 
SEEDS 


1856 —1956— Our First 100 Years 


APRIL 195 





Cyclamen 
Atkinsi 


YCLAMEN ATKINS! is in my opinion 
the best in the winter flowering 


group of hardy cyclamen, which 
comprises C. Atkinsi, C. coum, C. c. 
variety album, C. hiemale and C. repan- 
dum. The latter is sometimes listed as 
C. vernum. E 
All of these are hardy, at least in the 
southern half of the British Isles, and 
will withstand at least 20° F. of frost. 
The group in the picture is part of a 
larger outdoor planting in the nursery 
of Stuart Boothman of Maidenhead, 
Berkshire, England, and was photo- 
graphed on February 26 after most of 


Tt. C. CLARE 


the snow, which had covered his flow- 
ers a few days previously, had melted. 
Frost followed, and the last of the snow 
froze on the edge of the clump. 

This group has been in flower since 
mid-January and buds are still coming. 
A good group of these plants, together 
with a planting of Erica carnea, is an 
unforgettable sight in February. 

Cultivation of the cyclamen is quite 
easy. All it needs is good soil with 
plenty of leafmold and a little lime, 
and light shade from the hot sun. The 
plants of all the varieties mentioned 
are, unfortunately, rather scarce and 
fairly expensive. And in England they 
do not seem to set much seed. 

Seed should be sown as soon as the 
capsules burst, or it may take a long 
time to germinate—up to two years. I 
have a pan of C. hiemale which is just 
coming up, and it was sown two years 
ago.—TERENCE C. CLARE 





Open House in Kentucky 


@ Members of the Garden Club of 
Kentucky will have their annual 
House and Garden Tour this year 
from May 17 to 20. For complete 
information, write: Mrs. H. Alvin 
Stilz, Chairman, R.F.D. #6, Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky. 














GORGEOUS LAWN 


Hedges; and Luscious Fruits! 


Se 7hte 1s Why... 


Glorion gives your soil everything 
in one simple application! It supplies 


micro- nutrient trace elements IN A 
HIGHLY AVAILABLE NEW CONCEN- 
TRATION. All the essential growth 
elements are released when it mixes 
with your soill That's why Glorion 
changes barren, hard, dry. unproduc- 
tive soil into PRODUCTIVE, FRIABLE. 
IT THAT WAY! 


(ee 


Micro-Nutrient trace elements: Manganese, 
Zinc, Boron, Molybdenum, Copper, Cobalt. 
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Your garden can have 
endless variety 


_ Gardeners v’10 want peak performance and variety 


in their neon just sere 7. care eee. = 
nursery w su ng icul-. 

=  ture’s_ newest Ga es eee sraet 

. ‘et : coast. This spring, Wayside’s catalog features over 

* . 1800 magnificent items. New roses, flowering 
an 4) shrubs, rare bulbs, trees and hardy “Pedigreed” 

4 _ plants, all grown and rigidly in America’s 

» most carefully supervised nursery. 
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New Lynwood 
FORSYTHIA * - . Gold 











New BLEEDING HEART 


Bountiful. From thousands 
of seedlings, this dazzling 
new star was discovered right 
here at Wayside. It’s the finest 
“Bleeding Heart” ever cre- 
ated. Blooms perpetually all 
summer, reaching its peak in 
May and Sept., when 30 to 40 
brilliant, fuchsia-red flower 
stalks bloom on a single plant. 
Sturdy plants with feathery, 
dark blue-zreen foliage are 
hardy and easy to grow. 


New CARYOPTERIS 


Heavenly Blue. Graceful new 
shrub that satisfies the desire 
for blue, a very rare and de- 
sirable color, especially in the 
autumn garden. Upright in 
growth, mature shrubs are 15” 
wide and 24” tall, and produce 
30 or more exquisite, deep 
blue flower spikes on a single 
plant. Heavenly Blue is a new 
dark blue form of Caryopteris, 
Blue Mist another exclusive 
Wayside origination. 


































































New FORSYTHIA 


A sparkling, new, gold-flowered Forsythia 
that is certain to replace all other deep yel- 
lows. Erect branches are completely covered 
with golden yellow blossoms from top to bot- 
tom. Larger, ‘fuller flowers of unusual sub- 
stance bloom profusely, unmindful of bad 
weather. Superb for cutting and flowering 


‘ 2 : Pfitzer’s 
indoors during winter months. 
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New ROSE , CANS 
: Frau Dagmar Hartopp. Fine, new, low 
New Super Giant HIBISCUS — Rugosa oe that be Te — New DWARF CANNAS 
3 most adverse conditions. rom une t > 
Basic pangen of oe Nag — 50% frost, the rich, green foliage is profusely aon ~ > ay © sang Pacem ee by 
eatll Sene.. bese Li-tech Bowets to bold "Dalivers ded with silvery pink flow ers of rare charm. ines gy Ss teenyge sme ef oe sg boty oat 
colors fromi glistening white, silvery pink, scarlet Rugged, hardy plants withstand below zero flower clusters in lovely, soft pastel shades. Stun- 
to dark, crimson red, blodm on handsome shrubs temperatures. Excellent for foreground plant- ning in tubs for porch, terrace or roof garden dec- 
with lush green foliage. ing or ground cover. Height, 12 to 18 inches. oration since they grow only 24 to 3 fr. tall. 






SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


To get your copy of America’s favorite catalog, please enclose 50¢, coin world’s finest garden subjects... prize-winning roses, flowering shrubs, 
or stamps, to cover mailing and handling costs of this heavy book. It ornamental trees, rare bulbs and hardy “Pedigreed” plants that have 
has no equal.... Almost 200 pages, with hundreds of true-color illustra- been grown and rigidly tested in America’s most carefully supervised 
tions and helpful cultural directions. It features over 1800 of the nursery. Send for your copy today. 
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Mailed 
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FLOWER GROWER, The Home Garden Magazine, April 1956 


F. F. ROCKWELL 
MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 
T. H. EVERETT 

‘ HELEN S. HULL 


BEN ARTHUR DAVIS ON PLANT SOCIETIES 


F YOU ARE PARTICULARLY ENTHUSIASTIC about a flower 
| or plant, you can share your interest with a group 
which is organized for just that purpose. 

The plant societies, which are fast becoming a major 
element in the horticultural life of this country, are among 
the most congenial, friendly and progressive organizations 
to be found anywhere. One can hardly attend their annual 
meetings without being impressed with the seriousness of 
purpose and the cordial atmosphere that prevails among the 
members. Almost everyone has a notebook and pencil, and 
countless questions are asked and answered. All one needs 
in order to be “accepted” is to have a keen interest in the 
flower or plant that is being promoted by the organization. 

In the “Old World” these societies have done much to 
encourage higher standards in horticulture and gardening; 
in the United States they are a powerful force in widening 
our knowledge and appreciation of flowers of many kinds. 
Each organization was founded mainly for the promotion 
of one particular flower, but they go much further than 
that—they perform creditable public 
services. 

Most of them hold large annual shows 
and sponsor smaller regional ones where 
both old and new varieties are exhibited 
at their best. By awarding ribbons and 
prizes they stimulate interest in growing 
higher quality plants and blooms. They 
also do much to standardize flower 
types and forms and to clear up con- 
fusion relative to nomenclature. 

The organizations’ yearbooks and 
bulletins carry the latest data, both 
practical and scientific, and are im- 
portant factors in disseminating horti- 
cultural information. Their publicity 
departments help to keep the public informed of the latest 
and most important developments relating to their particu- 
lar flower or plant and through their trial grounds and test 
gardens they determine the merits of new introductions and 
save the public many disappointments in the purchase of 
untried and questionable new plant material. 

One important but rarely emphasized work of these 
organizations is that being performed through their excel- 
lent lending libraries. Members may obtain books and other 
literature on their hobby flower. 

What are the specific benefits in joining one of these 
speciality societies? Let’s take a peek behind the floral cur- 
tain of the American Rose Society. This organization takes 
a poll among its members to determine the most popular 
roses, which are rated on actual performance. The poll 
covers practically all the varieties commonly grown in this 
country. The reports, which are based on every important 
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quality—character of growth, size and quality of bloom, 

fragrance, color, resistance to disease, and hardiness—are 

compiled in a rating sheet. This information enables the 

less experienced growérs to select their varieties with a 

much greater assurance of success. 

The yearbook is filled with articles, some by the most 
eminent rosarians in the country, covering every phase of 
rose culture. One section, “Proof of the Pudding,” is de- 
voted to reports from growers in every geographical area 
and shows the response to newer varieties. From these re- 
ports the reader can evaluate the new varieties and form a 
more accurate opinion of their performances. 

The American Rose Magazine, which reaches every 
member of the organization, is a handsome periodical de- 
voted solely to roses. It has articles on the very latest 
developments of varieties, plant foods, insecticides, fungi- 
cides and other subjects of interest to everyone who grows 
roses. 

The annual meeting is usually held in some recognized 
rose-growing center. Visits to the coun- 
try’s best rose gardens, lectures by emi- 
nent rose specialists and social contacis 
make the meeting a delightful affair. 

Just seven years ago, at a time when 

the day-lily was considered by many as 

a roadside weed and too inelegant for 

use in our miodern gaidens, a small 

group of less than fifty persons, con- 

scious of the merits of the plant, met in 

a Midwestern city and organized the 

nucleus of what is now the American 

Hemerocallis Society. This organiza- 

tion, one of the most active and progres- 

sive of all the specialty societies, has 

grown to a membership of approxi- 

mately 2000. During the few years since its organization it 

has so fervently promoted its favorite flower that the 

day-lily has become one of the most popular and widely 
planted perennials in American gardens. 

As with many similar organizations the day-lily society 
issues a yearbook. This volume is perhaps the most 
friendly, chatty, and “homey” of all the publications of 
its kind. It has articles on hybridizing, soils, plant food, 
flower arrangement and use of day-lilies in landscape plan- 
ning. In the Round Robin section letters from members 
describe their experiences with different phases of day-lily 
culture. There is also a bulletin that gives the latest news 
of the organization’s activities, registrations, and introduc- 
tions of new varieties as well as other items of current 
interest. Every year there is a poll among the members to 
establish the 100 most popular varieties, the result of which 
is published in the Society’s bulletin. [SEE Pace 85] 
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A strawberry jar brings new 
interest to an entrance way. 


attention to plants at its base. 





ARDEN ACCESSORIES APPEAL TO THE IMAGINATION and 
while they appear whimsical they are used with 
purpose. For example, they provide an opportunity 

to introduce a color note, to provide needed contrast and 
to help unify two very different garden areas. A carefully 
chosen accessory will create mood or atmosphere, and can 
be set up as a temporary focal point in a border which has 
reached its flowering peak. If you want to pinpoint atten- 
tion on some choice planting that visitors might otherwise 
overlook, it is quite conceivable to turn to a garden acces- 
sary for help. 

Generally, accessories are selected to blend with the 
character of the garden in which they are to be used, but 
you can be dramatic and, for an attention-getter, select 
some object which is completely off-beat. If you don’t 
like the result, try something different. No great invest- 
ment need be involved, so you can experiment to your 
heart's content. The only thing to avoid is using too many 
accessories at one time. A woman never wears all her 
jewelry at once, nor does an interior decorator proceed 
without exercising restraint when he introduces accessory 
items to give character to a room, 

Some locations need an accessory to round out a com- 
position at all times, but more frequently accessories are 
needed for only a short while and when they have fulfilled 
their function are returned to the garden storage room. 
The nice thing about accessories is that we don’t have to 
live with then: constantly but can bring them out when the 
need presents itself or when the spirit moves us. 





A statue has emotional ap- 
peal and stimulates thought. 









These are ga rden accessories .. . 


Use them with reason and select them with care 


and they will bring new charm to your garden 


A plant in tub links terrace 
with surrounding lawn area. 


Cellars and attics often contain many items that with 
imagination can be converted to garden use. Antique shops 
offer possibilities, and garden specialty stores show new 
decorative items each season designed especially for use 
out of doors. Nature herself offers appropriate material— 
curiously shaped stones, a sea-worn piece of driftwood, or a 
moss-covered log to add a touch of realism to a wild flower 
garden. When selecting accessories, they must have some 
distinguishing quality and they must be appropriate for 
use in an outdoor setting. 

Besides being appropriate for garden use, the things 
we select as accessories can tell a great deal about our per- 
sonalities and interests. People who like antiques see 
nothing unusual in standing an old wagon wheel against the 
garage to call attention to marigolds in bloom in front 
of it. A gardener who appreciates modern art may try his 
hand at a piece of wire sculpture or devise a composition 
of cylinders and cubes for contrast beside the forms of 
nature found in his garden. A traveler who duplicates a 
wayside shrine seen in some foreign land enjoys it for its 
power of recall as well as for the religious note which to 
him is not alien to a garden setting. 

Most of the qualities desirable in a garden accessory also 
apply to major garden features such as birdbaths, pools, 
benches and arbors around which entire gardens are de- 
signed. Accessories are never as important as these major 
features and are rarely included in the original garden plan. 
They are “afterthoughts” used to generate local interest and 
add garnish to our gardens —JoHN R. REBHAN 
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Victorian urn used as a color ee i | 
note for an all-green garden. ‘ ‘ , a 
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Stoneware group heightens the - 
country flavor of a dooryard. ~~ 


A garden shelter made of old shutters invites people to 
come and see a flower border that has reached full bloom. 


An uninhabited old-fashioned beehive holds attention on a 
group of flowers. Basket suggests presence of gardeners. 





DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER EY JOHN BRIMER; PHOTOCRAPHS BY EVA LUOMA 














PHOTOGRAPH FOR FLOWER GROWER BY COTTLIES HAMPFIER; ARRANCEMENT BY EDITH CHANDLER 


Common lilac indeed is the thought provoked by these examples of lilacs which any gardener can grow today! 











Here’s a chance to get acquainted with lilacs, 


or if you're old friends, rediscover their value 


with this specialist. You will find out how and 


when to buy and plant—best varieties to select 


Every ga rden needs a lilac 


by JOHN C. WISTER 


LL GARDENERS KNOW AND LOVE the common lilac. It 
came so early to this country and fits so perfectly 
into the surroundings of many an old farmhouse 

that many people mistakenly think it is a native plant. A 
surprising number of otherwise up-to-date gardeners fail 
to realize, however, the extraordinary beauty of the newer 
varieties and their usefulness in many garden situations. 
Few hardy shrubs are so adaptable or give such great returns 
in beauty and fragrance for so little first cost and so little 
subsequent care. This is true over an unusually wide 
territory, from the coldest parts of Maine, Minnesota and 
Canada, south along our Atlantic Coast to North Carolina, 
over the entire Middle West to the Rockies, and on to the 
Puget Sound country and even into many parts of Cali- 
fornia. 

The common lilac (Syringa vulgaris) sometimes called 
French lilac, is native to Bulgaria and adjacent areas of 
Eastern Europe. The term “French lilac” has arisen from 
the fact that the greatest number of improved varieties 
originated in the nursery of Victor Lemoine and Son in 
Nancy, France, in the last quarter of the nineteenth cen- 
tury and the first quarter of the twentieth century. 

Most other lilacs are larger plants, later blooming, and 
have only a small color range. They bear little resemblance 
to the plant that most gardeners associate with the name 
of lilac. They lack its lovely fragrance, and have a rank 
odor more like that of the privets. 

The common lilac is worthy of an important place in 
the smallest garden. Any plant which has been as widely 
used cannot be fastidious about soils or care. For that 
reason we often see it cruelly abused—planted in the 
worst soil and in the shade of shallow-rooting trees such 
as maples. 

Of course, it doesn’t deserve this treatment. Give it 
good garden soil and don’t be afraid to feed it well if you 
want the biggest, finest blooms and the greatest number 
of them. Give it full sun, or only a little shade—it will 
survive in quite deep shade, but won’t bloom. And prune 
it very little, but intelligently. 

Let us start with the planting. Buy good 2- to 3-foot 
or 3- to 4-foot plants from a quality nursery offering a 
good selection of varieties. If you don’t know such a 
nursery, the editors of FLower Grower will be glad to 
make recommendations. 

Get own-root plants and be willing to pay more for 


them. Some nurseries grow their plants from cuttings or 
from suckers. Many others graft on privet or on ash, then 
plant so deeply that own-roots are formed before the plant 
is sold. Plants without such own-roots may be very short 
lived. A few nurseries graft on lilac seedlings and defend 
the practice. Don’t touch such plants with a 10-foot pole. 
They will. grow well, but the seedling stock may send up 
suckers that will give inferior blooms and crowd out the 
better variety. 

Piant in very early spring or, except in the bitterest of 
cold climates, in the autumn. It must be early spring, 
before the leaves open. 

Dig a good big hole. Don’t be stingy about this. The 
plant will probably live and grow if jammed into a tiny 
hole. A big hole *Iled with good topsoil mixed with some 
peat, leafmold, or manure with bonemeal, or a good com- 
mercial fertilizer will give such superior results that it's 
just foolish not to make this preliminary effort. Set the 
plants a few inches deeper than they were in the nursery 
(you can see the collar mark), and water them well if 
the weather is dry. 

Prune off any broken roots, of course, just as you would 
with any plant, and spread the roots—don't leave them 
bunched up. Prune the top only enough to balance it 
nicely—most nurseries do that before shipping. You do 
not have to add lime to your soil, but if you live in an acid- 
soil region the plants will grow better if you do. (If you 
have doubts about the acidity of your soil, have it tested 
by either a private laboratory or your state agricultural 
experiment station.) 

The plants are now ready to be let alone and will 
probably take care of themselves indefinitely. You can 
see plants by abandoned farmhouses and old caved-in 
cellars that have lived untended for a century. But you 
won't get the best flowers that way with a lilac or any 
other plant. 

So give your plants at least a little attention. When 
suckers come up, as they will on most varieties, keep a 
half-dozen or a dozen of the best ones—that’s good insur- 
ance if anything happens to the original stems—but cut 
off the rest. Don't have a forest of shoots around the plant. 
(On the next page read about one man’s garden under 
an old clump of lilacs.) 

Keep a weather eye open for the few troubles that may 
come your way. Borers are perhaps the [See Pace 101] 
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DRAWING FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA ROSSE 




















...and UNDER 
THE LILACS 


by Clifton Lisle 


























O THE RIGHT of a little bricked terrace, facing sun- 
sets over Newington Hill, there grew—and still 
does—a great lilac clump, obviously very old. It is 

partly out of sight from the terrace, screened by a wing 
of the farmhouse, yet not ten yards from it. 

When we first came to the farmstead, we had pruned 
these lilacs heavily, letting in needed air and light, cutting 
away masses of dead wood. We had sprayed for oyster- 
shell scale. As a result, the area under the wide-spreading 
clump was open now, though shaded. What more could 
we ask for a bed of wild flowers? Although we had wild 
flowers galore in the hedgerows and on the slope where 
white pines and spruce saplings were taking over, we had 
been hoping for a small patch of the wild as close to the 
house as possible. We were especially pleased by this space. 
It was ample. Better still, it could not grow, for its bounds 
were fixed by the spread of lilac branches above and by the 
shade they offered below. 

We realized, of course, that these same old shrubs had 
been feeding on the soil there for generations. On the 
other hand, the leaf drop of the lilacs, decade after decade, 
had produced considerable humus. To better this, we 
started our bed by spading the whole area at least a foot 
deep, digging up by the roots every stray lilac shoot we 
found. Next, two bales of ordinary peatmoss and one 
bale of humus, the best we could find, were crumbled over 
the surface and forked in well. We even added a barrow 
or so of cow manure, old and well rotted. We knew that 
all depended on the foundation, for once planted the bed 
could not be disturbed every whipstitch. 
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We prepared the bed and did the planting in early 
November after a light frost, for we wished to get the wild 
flowers established as soon as possible. However, this could 
also have been done in early spring, though bloom would 
have been somewhat delayed. Just what to plant was a 
problem. The plants would have to be relatively low, for in 
places the lilac branches reached almost to the ground. 
We wanted color in spring and green in summer. Naturally, 
we wanted color during the summer too, but so many of the 
summer wild flowers tend to grow tall that we felt it best 
to work for a spring bed first; later, we would see what 
could be added for summer. Besides, we had to consider 
the budget. 

Our first planting ran to far more plants than we had 
visualized, including some that were not wild flowers of 
this neighborhood. The spaded area had turned out to be 
a great deal larger than expected. But, feeling that it was 
now or never, we put in the following wild flowers: thirty- 
six Virginia bluebells (mertensia); twenty-four wakerobins 
(snow trillium or T. grandiflorum); twelve wakerobins 
(purple trillium or T. erectum); twenty-four Allegheny 
foam-flowers (Tiarella cordifolia); twenty-four Dutchman’s- 
breeches (Dicentra cucullaria); twenty-four Canada violets 
(Viola canadensis); twenty-four carpet bugles (Ajuga rep- 
tans; twenty-four galax; twelve bleeding-hearts (Dicentra 
eximia); twelve lungworts (pulmonaria); twelve bishop’s- 
hats (Epimedium roseum); twelve pipsissewa (Chimaphila 
umbellata); twelve wild lilies-of-the-valley; twelve Jack-in- 
the-pulpits (Arisaema triphyllum); ten astilbes; and three 
yellow lady’s-slippers (cypripedium). 

We needed a background of ferns, so we included fifty 
Christmas-ferns, fifty maidenhair-ferns, twenty-four wood- 
ferns and twenty-four cinnamon-ferns. For shrubs we used 
two wild white azaleas, two pinxter-flowers and two ma- 
honias or Oregon-grapes. 

This tallied 431 plants, tiny as most of them were. Once 
in the ground, they were protected against winter by more 
peat and a blanket of leaves. The additional peat was not 
needed and may have done harm. The leaves made it 
appear as if the toughest flower or fern had been smothered 
for good. Yet somehow, some way, when the right time 
came and light gained in spring, there were the flowers 
spearing through their cover. 

Inevitably we had disappointments. Some varieties never 
showed at all, as for example, the pipsissewa, the 
yellow lady’s-slipper and the Dutchman’s-breeches. Why 
this happened, we’ve never known. Our second try at 
replanting lady’s-slippers did well. Wild bleeding-hearts 
also did badly, with very few plants showing. But most 
of the others surprised us by the way they took hold and 
spread. 

We found we had much to learn. There was far too 
much bugle for one thing; it was spreading like mad. In 
the end we dug it up, all of it, to save plants we liked better; 
however, we found a place under a nearby juniper tree 
where the bugle could spread to its heart’s content. In the 
space vacated by the bugle we put in a dozen or so trout- 
lilies or dog’s-tooth violets, some of them dug in the 
nearby wood. Galax, too, needed separating before very 
long. 

The second fall we added a few more plants, plus re- 
placements: rue-anemone, hepatica, spring-beauty, cranes- 
bill or wild geranium, Quaker-ladies or bluets, and wild 
columbines. We hoped these few would spread. They 
seem to be doing so. 

Later, as summer came on, we added a few wild flowers 
from the shady verges of our own wood, hoping they, 
too, would grow. The first was Solomons-seal, always 
graceful and lovely in the wind. It has [See Pace 84] 
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Square-cut stones form a path at a shrine in the Katsura Garden designed in the sixteenth century by the order of Hideyoshi. 





THE GARDENS OF JAPAN 


Here and on the next five pages 
Japanese gardens and garden 
details are seen in photographs 
by the late Werner Bischof. 

Not only are they beautiful 
examples of his genius, but 

a brilliant record 

of an ancient garden art 


®TO UNDERSTAND JAPANESE GARDENS it is necessary to 
know that the Oriental concept of a garden began over 
1000 years ago, many centuries before the landscape school 
of Western Europe was developed. It is closely interwoven 


with the philosophical heritage of the Orient, and the 
Japanese styles which surpass their early Chinese proto- 
types express a racial feeling and reverence for nature. 

Around the world millions of people recall the image 
of a familiar scene—the gabled house nestled in plum trees, 
the gate, the willow tree and the arched bridge to a pic- 
turesque island. Willowware, which is familiar to all 
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GARDENS OF JAPAN, CONTINUED 


High on a hillside a building with its 
pagoda-like roof looks out over the sea- 
bound landscape which is the homeland 
of many of our choice ornamental plants. 


An old stone basin is encountered along 
a path leading to the teahouse at the 
Katsura Garden. Hands are washed in it 
before participation in the tea ceremony. 


® 


The garden seen through the doors of the Katsura Imperial Villa 
is believed to be the work of Kobori Enshu who certainly assisted 
in its development. It was almost a hundred years in building. 


The teahouse in the Katsura Garden is called the Arbor 
of Soughing Pines and is reached by crossing a bridge. 
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of us, is perhaps the best known of all pottery patterns. 

It is less well known that this idyllic picture of a garden 
has a historical background. For the scene is an accurate 
illustration of ancient gardens of Hangchow which, under 
the Sung dynasty in the twelfth century, became a cultural 
and artistic center of China. Among the travelers who 
carried away tales of its extraordinary splendor were Marco 
Polo and, later, the Japanese painter, Sesshu. 

As Japan grew in cultural maturity, she adapted many 
Chinese things, and gardens along the sumptuous lines of 
gardens of Chinese antiquity began to be developed in 
Japan. Then, inspired by the monochromic paintings of 


WERNER BISCHOF-MACNUM PROTOCRAPHS 


the Chinese landscape, some of the Japanese gardeners 
began to imitate the paintings in an effort not so much to 
reproduce nature but to capture her feeling. The gardens 
were impressionistic. 

Japanese noblemen of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries planned their gardens as works of art, and to 
supply their material needs, gardening specialists appeared. 
Tree brokers searched the countryside for naturally mis- 
shapen trees which were then sold and skillfully moved to 
new locations. Stones, too, were moved great distances 
by stone merchants, some of whose descendants are still 
conducting the family business. They painstakingly bring 











The Silver Pavilion looks over 
gardens begun in 1482, re- 
stored in 1615 and again in 
1940. It was designed by 
Shogun Yoshimasa and bears 
the stamp of Zen influence. 


Nature’s beauty is appreciated 
by all Japanese. They love 
the ancient gardens yet get 
equal pleasure from seeing 
snow caught on leaves, or in 
looking at a blossom-covered 
tree or at foliage changing 
color and falling in autumn. 





GARDENS OF JAPAN, CONTINUED 


their great boulder finds to the cities and towns, often 
splitting large ones and reassembling them on the new site. 
The moss that is growing on them is always carefully pro- 
tected in transit, of course, so that the stone does not de- 
cline in value. 

The gardens the noblemen built were esteemed for cer- 
tain features, some of which were designed to be viewed 
from boats, while others were to be seen from paths or 
from a pagoda or veranda. 

Over the years these features were named. A pond 
became the “Brocade Mirror,” a cascade was affectionately 
known as a “Moon Washing Spring,” and there was a 
“Bridge to the Gods.” 

Obviously, classic Japanese gardens were carefully 
planned and developed. They were sometimes a century in 
the making. 

Definite types of gardens developed, and today there are 
several classic forms of gardens to be seen. In one, the 
glorification of nature, expressed with rocks and water and 
trees, stems from the Taoist tradition of harmony with 
nature, and in the small stone garden of the Ryoanji Palace 
the object is to express the mystery of beauty. The entire 
garden consists of fifteen boulders perfectly arranged on a 


The bamboos at Saihoji Temple, in Japan’s moss 
garden, whose history goes back to the end of the 
twelfth century, are like tall clashing spears. 
Nineteen species of moss blanket the ground. 


A sermon in stone, which the famous Ryganji 
garden has been called, expresses a whole philos- 
ophy within the confines of an earthen wall. 
It is a masterpiece of religiously inspired art. 
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rectangle of combed sand. To the occidental, who is in- 
clined to think of gardens in an entirely different vein, it 
hardly seems a garden at all. 

Today golden carp swim in ponds and streams in tra- 
ditional gardens on large estates and in the famous temple 
gardens which are open to the public. Carved stone lan- 
terns, miniature decorative pagodas, stone water basins and 
bridges are standard garden ornaments. The half-circle 
bridge, called a full-moon bridge, was designed to make 
the most of its reflection possibilities—which were many. 
It is still quite popular. 

Space is always at a premium in Japan, and small home 
owners have learned to use what little space they have for 
great effects. An entire garden may be concentrated out- 
side a living room “shoji” or sliding screen. Upon opening 
the screen, the effect is similar to the revelation of a stage 
setting when a theatre curtain rises. Within his own means 
and the limits of his artistic ability, the Japanese draws on 
a long garden heritage in developing his garden into a 
backdrop for living rather than merely creating a place 
in which to live. 

In a small area the Japanese have learned to create the 
illusion of great space by, for example, grading a level area 








A statue of Buddha, hard pressed by rampant-growing vegetation, seems to be 
beckoning skyward for help. He is found in the garden of a famous painter. 
In the photograph at left, stepping stones lead across a Kyoto iris pond. 


so it slopes up and away from the viewer and by placing 
stepping stones which seem to lead somewhere but which 
in fact are only a token. 

The Japanese are masters of make-believe. What ap- 
pears to be a deep bamboo thicket may actually be only 
seven bamboo stalks that are used to screen a wall and 
neighbor’s property. In the foreground, perhaps, will be 
a few selected rocks and plants arranged in an interesting 
fashion. A suburban or city garden may only be 5 feet 
in depth, yet it provides a real garden vista worth admiring 
through the seasons so skillfully has it been made. 

—RUTH GROVES 
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FLOWER GROWER presents excerpts from two new books 
for gardeners—What’s New in Gardening by P. P. Pirone, 
beginning on this page, and The Kitchen Garden Book 

by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standerd, on page 75 





PLANTS: What's New in Gardening 


(Condensed from What's New in Gardening by P. P. Pirone 
published by Hanover House, copyright 1956 by P. P. Pirone.) 





OREADOR is a distinct improvement over any different colors. 

Among, the salvias are both dwarf and tall varieties that 
bloom early and late. Best known of the low-growing reds 
are St. Joun’s Fim and Biaze or Free. FIReBae is just 
as red but is even More dwarfed. BricuTwess, AMERICA, 
and Bonrire are three tall-growing kinds. Gardeness who 
feel the fire-engine reds of most salvias are too gaudy may 
want to try Rose FLAME, a coral pink, 

One of the finest annual phiox is the Stak MIXED strain 
from Holland, It has well-blended colors on plants of uni- 
form height and large numbers of perfect star-shaped 
flowers. 


The new F; hybrid snapdragon, Hr Parape, has 6 to 
8-inch flower spikes on 18- to 24-inch stems. 


Perennials 


The first perennial ever to receive en All-America Award 
was McKana’s Gunt CoLumMaixe. The flowers of this 
1955 eward winner are in clear, bright colors, of extra- 
large size, and with long spurs borne on long, wiry stems. 

Two new hardy asters are Rapsr, with ruby-crimson 
blooms on 2-foot-high plants, and N. A. Rep Star, a 344- 
foot-tali plant with deep carrine-rose flowers. Aster Even- 
TE has very dark blue, semi-double blooms. Among the 
new Gwarf hardy asters are CANTERBURY Carpet, with 
masses of blue flowers on 10-inch stems, and Persian Rose, 
with rose-pink flowers on 15-inch stems. 


Chrysanthemums New and Old 





Northern gardeners will also welcome the “Granite 
Series,” recently released by the New Hampshire Experi- 
ment Station. These are extremely hardy and require a 
minimum of maintenance. 

Cushion mums, which are dense plants of mourid-shaped 
habit, rarely exceeding a foot in height, have become in- 
creasingly popular. Two new ones are MAIDEN’s DREAM, 
a delicate peach, and Pot or GoLp, with bronze flowers. 

More recently cushion mums with the same growth 
habit but much larger flowers have been developed. The 
fellowing kinds were introduced after twenty years of 
breeding work: SrarR Frost, Gotp Star, Litac Star, 
MaAROoN STAR, MOONLIGHT STAR. 

Among the late-flowering exhibition-type chrysanthe- 
mums are the huge white ATLANTA, and the rosy-purple 
Mary PALMoUR. 

In the so-called “Queen Series” of anemone-type chrysan- 
themums the ray petals surround prominent yellow centers. 
Two interesting ones introduced a few years ago are QUEEN 
EviZaBeTs, orchid pink, and QUEEN Victoria, wine red. 
More recently QUEEN Mary, soft yellow, and QUEEN ANNE, 
dazzling white, have come into the picture. Another group 
of anemone-flowered mums known as the “Princess Series” 
have crested or pincushion centers. Among the Princess 
Series are: Princess ANNE, a golden yellow; PRINCESS 
Dororny, silvery lavender pink; Princess Marie, Indian 
red; PRINCEss VIOLETTA, rich rosy purple; and PRINCESS 
PocaHONTAS, deep mahogany bronze. 

Two outstanding yellow chrysanthemums are SUNBURST 
and VALIANT. One of the pinkest mums is the salmon-pink 
ADORABLE. REAL GOLD has pointed petals and rich color; 
PurPLE Waters is deep purple with quilled petals. 
PATRICIA LEHMAN, with geranium-pink blooms and a peach 
center, starts to bloom in early September. YELLOw SPooNn 
has golden quilled petals. 

In the spider mum classification is LimELicnT, a lime 
yellow chartreuse overcast. Three new white spider mums 
are YOuTH, MiLapy, and LA BeLLe. CapisTRANO is an 
early-fiowering purple, and GoLDEN THREAD is a fine- 
petaled yellow spider. 

Chrysanthemum hokbyists and exhibitors will want to 
try Mrs. Hersert C. Lea, a very latge soft pink with 
incurved petals. 

The famous botanist and horticulturist Dr. E. J. Kraus 
recently developed several new smail-flowered, double 
chrysanthemums. These are: THERESA STONE, a light 
yellow, and MARGARET KELLAR, a spiky-petaled rose. Two 
new large-flowered yellow doubles also developed by Dr. 
Kraus are BUTTERSCOTCH and GARLAND POWELL. 


The Faithful Iris 


A recent unique introduction is CARMELA, a heavily 
crinkled, lace-edged variety. THORWALD has yellow and 
orange blossoms in mid-season, and Sus-Des has rose 
blooms set off by rosy-tangerine beards. CLEMENTINA has 
blooms resembling clematis, with all its petals lying flat 
or in one plane. PLumMED Devicut has soft yellow-cream 
flowers; Drass Parape has white ones veined and stippled 
with blue; and Pink SENSATION has deep, pure pink flowers. 

The following list presents, by color, three dozen of the 
most popular old and fairly new kinds: White—New 





New chrysanthemums, iris, peonies and dahlias . . . 


Snow, Snow Fiurry, Lapy Boscawen; Cream and pale 
yellow—TRuLY Yours, PINNACLE, AMANDINE; Bright yel- 
low and orange yellow—O 1a Kata, Rocket, CLOTH OF 
Gop; Light blue—Great Lakes, HeLeNn McGrecor, 
Canoxkia; Medium blue and violet—Bivue RuyTuM, 
CHIVALRY, BLUE VALLEY; Dark blue and purple—Sas.e, 
PIERRE MENARD, SABLE NIGHT; Bicolor—WaBasH, AMIGO, 
EXTRAVAGANZA; Red and maroon, including brown red— 
SoLID MAHOGANY, RANGER, SUNSET BLAZE; Pink—Mary 
RANDALL, Pink CaMEO, Hapry BirtHpay; Plicata, light 
ground, edged or satided deeper color—BLUE SHIMMER, 
MINNIE CoLourtt, FiRECRACKER; Blends—ARGUs PHras- 
ANT, BRYCE CANYON, MULBERRY RosE; Onco hybrids— 
Lapy Mour, ELMour, BLUMOHR. 

Four bearded irises, introduced during the last two years, 
that come closest to a true red color are DeFIANcR, Dress 
REHEARSAL, PRIVATEER, and YLEM. 

Something new and different from the ordinary bearded 
iris is the so-called horned iris, in which the beards project 
up and out like horns instead of lying flat on the lower 
flower petals. Unicorn, introduced in 1954, was the first 
of the horned irises. Its standards, or upright petals, are 
mulberry-colored and its falls, or lower, flat petals, are 
pure white edged with mulberry. PLumMEeD De.iont and 
MULBERRY SNOW were introduced in 1955. The former 
has soft yellow-cream standards and creamy white fails 
bordered with pale yellow. The latter has wine-colored 
standards and pansy-violet falls. 

West coast gardeners who go in for iris are more for- 
tunate than their eastern friends, for they are able to use 
iris varieties that flower twice every year. In the Pacific 
Northwest these kinds flower in early May and again in 
October, whereas in the warmer parts of California they 
bloom even eariier and continue for a longer period. The 
thizomes of the twice-flowering irises mature in a few 
months. Those of ordinary irises require a full year. The 
following are some of the smaller-growing (2 feet or less), 
twice-flowering iris available from western growers: 
AUTUMN QUEEN, white; OLIve Wuire, yellow; SURPRISE, 
biue; AUTUMN ELF, purpie, and Ocroper BLaze, red. 


The Favorite Peony 


The first two herbaceous, yellow-flowered peonies known 
to exist in the United States were introduced in the spring 
of 1954. These are CLame De LUNE and OrmenTAL GOLD. 

Other new peonies are ANN. CousINs, a pure white 
double; La Lorraine, a flesh-colored double; DOLORODELL, 
light pink; ENsiGN Moriarity, dark pink; Kansas, red; 
and SEASHELL, a pink single. 


New Dahlias 


Modern dahlias offer a vast range of forms and colors. 
Some outstanding new kinds are: Mrs. ALTON B. PARKER, 
golden-yellow flowers flushed with vermilion; CERAMIC 
Beauty, large rose red, with ox-blood centers; CHEROKEE 
Beauty, large rich pink; Frast Lapy, primrose yellow; 
MARGARET Duross, yellow, flushed scarlet to orange; 
MARVELOUS, lavender; Mr. PRESIDENT, pink and yellow; 
SEQUOIA, primrose yellow; YELLOW MASTERPIECE, soft, 
clear yellow; and YosEMire, apricot with metallic luster. 
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New day-lilies, phlox, gladiolus, lilies and roses. . . 


Betry BLOssoM opens a cream yellow and develops a rose 
blush on yellow petals. 


- Medern Day Lilies 


and Hawrnorne Rosz, dusky rose petals, 
ribbed in cream; and Rep RESPLENDENCE and 
GLE, both reds. 


Hardy Phlox 


Among the newly introduced phiox varieties are Winp- 
son, a bright salmon carmine; BALMORAL, amaranth rose; 
SANDRINGHAM, fersian rose; and B, SyMoNs-JeUNE, soft 
pink rose with dark red eye. PurPLE HEART is a rich violet 
blue that will probably become extremely popular. 


More New. Perennials 


blue flowers on rigid stems; and Dicentra BOUNTIFUL, a 


4 perpetual-flowering “bleeding 
A truly double shasta daisy, Horace REED, blooms from 
June until late summer. Shasta daisy Copnam Gotp is 
the first break from white. It has lovely flowers, fully 4. 
inches across, with high-crested centers of fine pale yellow 
enhanced by a double row of creamy white guard petals. 
It blooms freely until frost. 


hardy and ideal for borders are BACCAROLE, a deep rose 
pink; MINUET, a dusty pink; and Pavany, a clear pink. 

Prirzer’s Dwarr cenna is a new dwarf form in soft, 
pleasing colors varying from Chinese coral, primrose yel- 
low, and sheli pink. 


Lovers cf old-fashioned pinks will want to try JOHN: 


BALL, with large, fully double white and crimson flowers 
on 12-inch stems. 


Gladioli. Some oi the outstanding new gladioli are: snow- 


DRIFT and Ware RAIN, both whites; HEART oF 
white with a prominent red throat; LoRExei, lively 
cream; STALWART, a huge deep cream; 
suffused with pink; Rose Spme, light rose with 


CABELLERO, reddish orange; H fiery ; 


WiLLow Ros, medium rose; San ANTONIO, red wit 
throat; JAUNTY, cream-throated rose pink; BLUE RADIANCE, 
light blue with deeper blue throat; Laac Time, ruffled 
ceetnt: Coupes Box, yellow; Conndt, aie w; and 
RIN, with green petals, the first e green-flowered 
gladiolus ever introduced! a 
Lilies. Outstanding in the field of hardy lily introductions 
is the famous lily hybridizer Jan de of Gresham, 
Oregon: PROSPERITY, with pure lemon-yellow blooms fac- 
ing outward, is ome of his most recent i ions. 
JILLIAN WALLACE is one of the newest Auratum 
developed by Roy M, Wallace in Australia. 
are carmine red with white margins, spotted with intense 


deep crimson. There also are the early-summer-flowerin 
Green Mountain hybrids stemming from L, Sargentiae, 
with widely opened flowers in varying shades of ivory and 
green white. The Potomac hybrids are fine crosses between 
L. quratum: and L. speciosum, developed by Dr. S. L. 
Emsweller of the United States Department of Agriculture. 
HARMONY, TANGELO, VALENCIA, and SERENADE are all 

i hybrids and come in striking shades of 

salmo 


orange, , and n. 

The * anv Regal lilies have blooms ranging from clear 
yellow to deep gold, with exteriors flushed with rosy pink. 
These were developed by LaVern Freiman of Bellingham, 
Washington. 


Popular Roses 


PEACE is unquestionably the most popular rose in Amer- 
ica. More then two thousand rose growers in the United 
States raied it highest in quality in 1954, giving it 9.6 
points out of a possible 10. 

Hytrids. Tirrany, perhaps the finest of the brand--ew 
hybrid teas, produces long-stemmed, graceful, warm pink 
flowers that hold their color regardless of weather condi- 
ions. of the new yellow hybrid teas is Gotpew 
E. It has long, slender, graceful buds that 

to majestic, high-centered, deep yellow blooms nearly 

8 inches across. Among other yellow hybrid teas are SUN 
KiNG, the first all-yellow offspring of Peace, whose long- 

i buds-open to a vivid iemon yellow; Lemon Curr- 
FON, a rich lemon yellow that holds its color well ir the 
sun; and BURNABY, yellow with a delicate fragrance. An- 
other offspring of Peace, GranpMERE JENNY has more 
pink im its petals than has its parent. 

Several other fine hybrid teas were introduced in 1955: 
RONDO, fiery orange; Bic Dappy, a deep velvety red; 
Courtsuir, yellow overlaid with cerise pink; Damon 
RUNYON, a emg Kats SMITH, a rich apricot; 
LAJOLLA, with yellow and pale apricot flowers over- 

b crispy pink; Presivent EiseNower, « fragrant. 
brilliant red, which its originators call the modern “Ameri- 


red; and HaNDsoMe Rep, which is probably the most bril- 
liant fully double red rose. Love SonG, another offspring 
of Peace, is a brilliant bicolor, salmon pink with yellow 
on the reverse side. 

The nearest to a true blue rose ever offered in this coun- 
try is TwiLicHT. Actually its color is a lavender lilac with 
a light silvery sheen on the reverse side. Twiicut is not 
to be confused with VEILCHENBLAU, a rambler available 
for nearly fifty years and widely publicized as the “bluc 
rose.” The color of its flowers more nearly approaches 


a magenta. 

lor ‘Among the newest floribundas and the only 
rose to receive the coveted All-America Award for 1956 
is Circus. Its bright yellow and orange buds open to dis- 
play changing tones, including buff, pink, and bright red. 

Yellow floribundas are not very plentiful. Hence a wel- 
come addition to this group is GotpEN FLEECE. It is 

wny in bud and opens to a lighter gold and finally 
finishes a bright canary yellow. 

Among the new floribundas is an All-America winner 
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in 1955, Juminy Cricket. It has tangerine-colored buds 
that open to a coral orange and finally to pink coral similar 
to Fasnion. Other exciting floribundas are ALPINE GLow, 
bright vermilion; E. I. FARRIN , a brilliant, velvety 
red; Rep Cap, a fiery red; Rep Wonper, oxblood red; 
Bapy Braze, cherry red with a lighter center; LULLABY, 
a fine white. SparTAN is a sparkling, warm, orange red 
that softens to a reddish coral at the finish. 
Grandificra. The first rose to be placed in the new 
GRANDIFLORA class is QUEEN ELIZABETH, an All-America 
selection for 1955. It is a tall, free-flowering plant with 
flowers that are a blend of soft carmine rose and dawn piak, 
which become richer as the blooms age. In addition to the 
three other grandiflora types mentioned in the American 
Rose Society's list, the following have also been mentioned 
as Outstanding new candidates for this class: ROUNDELAY, 
with pointed buds and high-centered, vivid red blooms; 
SuGaR PLUM, a clear pink; and MONTEZUMA, a beautiful 
scarlet orange. 

Climbers. A number of fine everblooming climbers have 
been developed. Outstanding in this group are the 
BROWNELL EviRBLOOMING PiLLaRs, which come in pink, 
light pink, light yellow, yellow, and red. These will grow 
as tall as the ordinary hardy climbers and bloom as freely 
as hybrid tea roses. Other new ones in this category are: 
Morninc Dawn with clear, soft pink flowers; Rusy GLow, 
a red with dependable hardiness; Rep FLare, another red; 
Ritz, red; and GiapiaTor, brilliant, rose-red. 


growing kinds developed by Guy S. Nearing of New Jersey. 
They grow to a height of several feet in climates similar 
to that of New York City and in favored locations much 
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New rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and lilacs . . . 


groups of shrubs because the many members have unusual 
flowers, fruits, or growth habits, all of which are highly 
desirable. Among the better kinds are the FRAGRANT 
VipuRNUM (V. fragrans), which opens its clustered pink 
buds from November to April; V. Carlesii, with fragrant 
early-spring flowers; the Dovp.e Fme Visurnum (V. 
plicatum var. tomentosum), with flowers that grow in very 
striking layers along the branches; and perhaps the most 
desirable of all, Viburnum Carlcephalum, the FRAGRANT 
SNOWBALL, considered to be the finest spring-flowering 
shrub offered to American gardeners in the last fifty years. 
A profusely flowering shrub with exceedingly fragrant, 
large clusters of blossoms, sorne 6 inches across, it is indeed 
2ppropriately named. Its dense foliage closely resembles 
that of V. Carlesii except that it colors brilliantly in autumn. 
Camellias are usually considered tender shrubs, and hence 
their growth outdoors is confined primarily to the southern 
part of our country. They are apparently more cold- 
resistant than most gardeners realize, however, for some 
are being grown outdoors rather far north. For example, 
Dr. P. W. Zimmerman, has been growing selections of 
Camellia japonica var. ELEGANs in his garden at Yonkers, 
New York, since 1928. The only severe injury to his 
plants occurred in the winter of 1933-34, when the tempera- 
ture dropped to 20 degrees below zero. Some leaves, 
flower buds, and stem tips were damaged at that time, but 
the plants survived. 

In more recent years his camellia selections have come 
through the winter as well as many other plants that are 
usually considered fairly winterhardy. The plants in his 
yard withstood 2 degrees below zero on February 3, 1955, 
without showing injury to leaves or flower buds. These 
plants have been well established and are now approxi- 
mately 4 feet tall. Some of the named varieties of camellias 
being tested by Dr. Zimmerman are “Z,” ELEGANS, KuM- 
ASKA (LADY MARION), MADAM Lezors, Sara FRost, and 
ComTe De Gomer. Among the winter-resistant kinds he 
recently named are Mrs. WiLL1AM T. Woop and Mrs. 
WiiiiaM G. GERow. 

Some selections of the SasaNQuA camellias (C. Sasanqua) 
also tolerate considerable cold. They are now being grown 
along most of the Atlantic coast and inland as far north 
as the Great Lakes. Their colors range from velvet white 
to rose, pink, deep pink, cherry red, and deep red. 
Lilacs have long been favorites of gardeners who like early 
spring-flowering shrubs. The new yellow Primrose is said 
to be the only yellow lilac now in existence. Showiest of 
the white lilacs presently available is MONUMENT. MONT 
Bianc is late-blooming, white, and single. Three late- 
blooming lilacs recently released by the New Hampshire 
Plant Growers’ Association are NELLIE BEAN, purple; MRs. 
ANNA AMHOFF, white; and Miss Kim, light purple. 


Other New Shrubs 


Pyracantha SENSATION is an improvement over older 


kinds in that it produces berries on very young growth. 
young plants, when established, are covered in early 
with coral-scarlet berries that later turn to brilliant red. 
is variety is also less thorny than the older varieties 
is said to be very hardy. 

One of the newest forsythias, Lynwoop, [SEE Pact 124] 
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NOW THE MOST THRILLING DEVELOPMENT 


SINCE THE HYBRID TEA ROSE 
BRINGS YOU A GLORIOUS, CAREFREE, LIFETIME ROSE GARDEN! 


STERN’S Magnificent Nw EVERBLOOMING 


SUB-ZERO 


BLOOM TESTED IN ARCTIC ALASKA! 
HARDY AT 35° BELOW! 
GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS! 


Now a new race of roses is ready to turn your garden 

into the spectacular show-place of your neighborhood! Ready to bloom this year 

and every year from spring to late fall! So hardy they withstand 15° below without 

protection. In actual Arctic tests grew vigorously, produced beautiful blossoms even after 

winter cold of 35° below! Bloom continuously, with rich color and luxuriant foliage, through 
mid-summer heat and drought! Need almost no care. Save costly replacements. Keep your garden 
a riot of color long after others die! 


Amazingly Disease-Resistant — Need Almost No Spraying! 


Almost totally immune to Blackspot and most other rose troubles. Need 
less spraying. Many need none. Just leave them alone — they flourish! 


Truly LIFETIME Roses 


Unlike others which reach their peak the first year, 
Stern’s Sub-Zero Roses constantly increase in size 
and beauty — reach their peak 4th or Sth season — 
continue their magnificent display for a lifetime! 
Bushes grow approx. 4 ft., with immense flowers — 
often more than 100 on a 4-year-old bush! Most 
have lovely dream-rose perfume. Since the size 
increases year after year, plant further apart than 
regular hybrid teas. 3 ft. is fine. Development of this 


TOP AWARD WINNERS Developed by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell. Won him the Medal for 
Distinguished Service of the Brooklyn Botanical Garden — and the Jane Righter Rose Medal of the Garden Club 
of America. Horticulture has no higher awards! 


10 GLORIOUS SUB-ZERO ROSES GUARANTEED TO BLOOM GO TO 90 DAYS AFTER PLANTING — GUARANTEED 5 YEARS! 
Each $2.25 3 for $6.25 6 for $12.00 Special One-Of-Each Collection (10 plants) $19 


All Prices Postpaid 
eR eoeecoonsee -| SUPPLY LIMITEB! MAIL THIS COUPON NOW TO: STERN’S NURSERIES, FIELD G, GENEVA, WN. Y. 


QUANTITY 
(8360A) Cedric Adams — Carries multitudes of 
large, very double scarlet to carmine flowers. 
Aristocrat of Rosedom. Da iensicis 
....{8364A) Curly Pink—Matchless! Many large two- 


8380A. QUEEN O’THE LAKES 


entirely new race 

resulted from 

cross breeding of 

Vigorous Rosa 

Wichuraiana with the modern Hybrid Tea. 

Not only is it stronger, more vigorous above ground, 

but roots grow deeper and stronger—absorb more nourish- 
ment for extra strength in cold weather—produce super- 
hardy, longer-lasting blooms! 


8390A. VICTORY 
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PRICE QUANTITY 


(8377A) Pink Princess — Deep toned translucent 
pink. Perfect shape. Very double — up to 57 
wide. Totally immune to Blackspot. 

....(8380A) Queen O’ The Lakes—Most spectacular of 


Please send at 
the proper plant- 
ing time in my 
section the 


PRICE 
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amazing double- 
guaranteed Ever- 
blooming SUB- 
ZERO ROSES 
I indicate at the 
right. Each is 
$2.25, 3 for 
$6.25, 6 for 
$12.00, all post- 
paid. 


Address 


toned pink blossoms. Over 50 gracefully recurled 
petals. Often form bouquet on single stem. Nearly 
immune to Blackspot. 

(8369A) Handsom Red—Large double blooms on 
straight, firm stems. Red velvet color, velvety 
sheen. Very vigorous, free blooming. 

(8370A) Lily Pons— Delightful white rose, pure 
yellow center. Large, graceful flowers of inde- 
scribable delicacy. Abundant, vigorous bloomer. 


.....(8375A) Orange Ruffies — Orange-yellow beauty, 


unsurpassed in brilliant, luminous color. Con- 
stant bloom. Totally immune to Blackspot. 


all! Glorious velvety red fully double flowers up 
to 5” wide. Nothing more beautiful. 

(8384A) Shades of Avtumn—Thrilling combination 
of red, yellow and blush, double flowers in great 
abundance. Constantly in bloom. 

(8387A) Tip-Toes—Riot of glorious red, orange 
and pink blossoms. Enjoyable spice-like fra- 
grance. Unique color combination. 

(8390A) Victory—Large, very double clear yellow. 
Lovely fragrance, perfect form. Constantly bloom- 
ing even through hottest, dryest summers with no 
fading in color. 


hipctncsting (G 55-1) Special One-Of-Each Collection (10 Sub-Zero Roses, 1 of each listed) @ $19.00 ppd. 
...Total Quantity. Check or Money Order enclosed for total price $ 
PUTIN si sisrencttintarsnapnostndesccssiheneinttindianandittiiaiiiadd nds tieupdbinnsnhiaiiiaiblie:sainemcomaaiiees 
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TURN THE PAGE TO SEE STERN’S SENSATIONAL NEW 1956 SUB-ZERO TREE ROSE! 


-~Stern's Nurseries « riciv G, GENEVA, NEW YORK 





FOR 1956- FIRST TIME IN HISTORY EY# 


o 


Never before could you own so much thi 


SENSATIONAL NEW ’56] 


MORE BEAUTIFUL ROSES THAN 

YOU EVER DREAMED POSSIBLE 

NEW! A STRONGER, HARDIER, DOUBLE-BUDDED 
TYPE OF EVERBLOOMING ROSE TREES 


Many will call this the most amazing development 
in gardening history—everblooming lifetime roses that 
not only laugh at cold, survive sub-zero temperatures— 
but at the same time grow to eye-level height. At eye- 
level, the magnificent size of the flowers, the radiant 
colors, the rich foliage, the entrancing scent—all give 
you a new dimension of beauty such as you have never 
thrilled to before! You enjoy DOZENS of gorgeous 
huge roses this very spring—all through summer and 
fall—and year after year. 
ONCE IMPOSSIBLE, NOW THEY’RE YOURS! 


It seemed impossible to develop this new race of Sub-Zero 
Roses that live through intense cold and heat—bloom con- 
tinuously spring, summer and fall—are almost totally im- 
mune to disease. Then—the next “miracle’—to develop an 
EYE-LEVEL SPECIES—now it has been done! 


FOUR GORGEOUS SUB 


8492A. QUEEN O’ THE LAKES — Spectacular deep, velvety red flowers, up to 5 
inches wide, fully double. An abundant and continual bloomer. 


ee 





8493A. TIP-TOES—A riot of Red, Orange and Pink tints combining to pro- 
duce spectacular two-tone flowers in great abundance. Enjoyable spice-like 
fragrance, unique color combination. 








8493A. TIP-TOES 


8492A. QUEEN O’ THE LAKES 


WHERE TO PLANT THESE GARDEN JEWELS 


Wherever you plant these thrilling Sub-Zero Tree Roses you'll 
have a sensational conversation-piece. Plant among other rose 
bushes for glorious rose beauty at two levels. For stately mag- 
nificence, line walks and entrance way with Sub-Zero Tree Roses 
3 feet apart. Use as a high background of color among tall- 
growing flowers such as Delphiniums. Directly before a picture 
window, their lush beauty will be enjoyed indoors and outdoors. 
Plant as lawn specimens for radiant color contrast all season 
long. Two glorious tree roses form a picturesque, living gateway 
to your home. 


Ss tern's Nour SEPIOS « speciusts in RARE AND CHOICE TREES, PLANTS AND FLOWerS FIE 
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E-LEVEL ROSES THAT LAUGH AT COLD! 


jlling, phenomenal, enduring beauty... 


SUB-ZERO TREE ROSES | 


NO SPECIAL PROTECTION NEEDED 
THRIVE UNDER TEMPERATURES DOWN TO 15° BELOW ZERO 


DOUBLE-GRAFTED on special winter-hardy, sub-zero 
roots—you get heavy straight trunks 34 feet tall when 
planted. Then, as you watch day by day in thrilled amaze- 
ment, a large rounded head develops—magnificent roses 
appear, huge and evenly in the beautiful foliage—glorifying 


your home from June until late fall. 


Each year, the sturdy trunk grows thicker in diameter, not 


in height—the dense, bushy head grows larger, handsomer— 





producing a great umbrella of breathtaking masterpiece 
roses—the pride of your home, the envy of your neighbor- 
hood! No special winter protection needed. GUARANTEED 
GLORY YEAR AFTER YEAR! 


BE AMONG THE FIRST to own these astounding speci- 
mens—never before available—they'll be the queens of 


your garden, a joy forever! 


ZERO TREE VARIETIES 


8496A. CURLY PINK — Many large two-toned pink blossoms form a gorgeous 
bouquet over the whole tree. Nearly immune to Blackspot. Fully double. 





8498A. VICTORY — Large, yellow, very double, fragrant Roses, constantly 
blooming in ideal form. 








8496A. CURLY PINK 
STERN’S DOUBLE-BUDDED No. 1 EVERBLOOMING TREE ROSES 


Each $10 2 for $17 4 for $30 10 for $60 


{ Special One-Of-Each Selection (G55-2) epee 
4 trees — one of each variety listed POSTPAID 


GUARANTEED 70 BLOOM GO TO 90 DAYS AFTER PLANTING — GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS! 


EXTREMELY LIMITED SUPPLY —GRDER NOW! 
Stern’s Nurseries, Field G, Geneva, New York 
Please send at the proper planting time in my section, the thrilling double-guaranteed Ever- 
blooming SUB-ZERO TREE ROSES I indicate below. Each is $10, 2 for $17, 4 for $30, 10 for 
$60, all postpaid. 
QUANTITY CATALOG NO. VARIETY 
8492A Queen O’ The Lakes 
8493A Tip Toes 
Curly Pink 
Victory 
Group No. G 55-2 ‘‘One-Of-Each’’ Group— 
4 different varieties . . . $30 ppd. 
Total Quantity Check or M.O. Enclosed for total paice: 


8498A. VICTORY 


PRICE 
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LD G, GENEVA, NEW YORK 


TURN THE PAGE TO SEE STERN'S CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT- LIFETIME SUB-ZERO CLIMBING ROSES! 









| NEW! THE CROWNING ACHIEVEMENT IN CLIMBING ROSES! 
STERN’S LIFETIME SUB-ZERO EVERBLOOMING 


DEFY WINTER COLD OF 35° BELOW! 


- BLOOM - BLOOM ALL SUMMER LONG! : 
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8401A. PINK PILLAR 


Stern 'S Nurseries, FIELD G, GENEVA, N. Y. READ gl fy, 
ORDER STERN’S SUB-ZERO PILLAR ROSES NOW! THIS es “a F 


=--------===-RUSH COUPON — SUPPLY LIMITED! ---------~-~" Oa 


Stern’s Nurseries, Field G, Geneva, N. Y. 


Please send at proper planting time in my section, the amazing double-guaranteed Ever- 
blooming SUB-ZERO PILLAR ROSES I indicate below. Each is $4.50, 2 for $8.75, 4 for $17.00, 


6 for $25.00, all postpaid. 
QUANTITY CATALOG NO. VARIETY 
8401A Pink Pillar Rose 
8403A Yellow Pillar Rose 
Group No. G 55-4 Duet Selection—2 Pillar Roses— 
1 of each variety.......$8.75, ppd. 


Total Quantity I enclose check or M. O. for total price 


Now a fabulous addition to the new race of Sub-Zero Roses — devel- 
oped by famous Rosarian Walter D. Brownell. Combines the ever- 
blooming habit of magnificent Sub-Zero Hybrid Roses, with the 
vigor of old-fashioned Climbing Roses! The first truly hardy, truly 
everblooming Climbing Rose! So vigorous they withstand 15° below 
zero with no protection — actually withstand 35° below with light 
protection. Last a lifetime! 


Imagine your garden vividly alive with their colorful, beautiful bloom 
starting in June — and right on through hot, dry summer months 
when other types of everblooming climbing roses fail! Imagine 
Climbing Roses so vigorous they are amazingly resistant to common 
rose diseases such as Blackspot! These are Stern’s new Everblooming 
Lifetime Sub-Zero Pillar Roses — guaranteed for a full 5 years! 


Everblooming Specimen Bush 


Perhaps the most amazing thing about these new Pillar Roses is their 
wonderful adaptability to use as a specimen plant in your yard. 
Planted by themselves they will form a self-supporting, everbloom- 
ing shrub 6 to 8 feet tall that will bloom from June through October 
until heavy frost! This everblooming characteristic is exceedingly 
rare north of the tropics. Two or three Pillar Roses strategically 
planted in your garden could easily become the focal point of your 
entire landscape theme. 


Spotlight Beauty Up to 12 Feet Tall 


Never before have there been such ideal “Accent Points”! Plant 
these Pillar Roses to frame your porch, entrance, garage, or fence 
for a beautiful display of flowers from early Summer to late Fall. 
Plant them as self-supporting specimens in your lawn or shrub border. 
Plant them anywhere you want glorious, brilliant, blooming roses 
all summer long! 
TWO OUTSTANDING COLORS 
GUARANTEED TO BLOOM THIS JUNE AND RIGHT UP TILL FROST! 
GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS! 
8401A. PINK PILLAR ROSE—Large double pink flowers in endless thrilling pro- 
fusion. A real American Beauty pink—most vigorous grower of all. 


8403A. YELLOW PILLAR ROSE —Lovely double yellow flowers like beautiful-Tea 
Roses. A 4-year plant produces hundreds of flowers each season. 


Each $4.50 2 for $8.75 4 for$17 6 for $25 
Special Duet Selection (G 55-4) 2 Sub- $8 75 *tpnces 
Zero Pillar Roses (1 of each listed) ' POSTPAID 


8403A. YELLOW PILLAR 
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e: AMAZING [ima 
GUARANTEE 


on All Stern's 
super-grade 
selected No. 1 





listed on this and 
preceding 3 pages! 
ALL GUARANTEED TO 
BLOOM 60 to 90 DAYS 
After Planting 
ALL GUARANTEED 
FOR 5 YEARS 
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Sub-Zero Rose Plants : dj % 
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the second of three excerpts . 





term operation, more like setting out a fruit orchard 

than like planting a row of tomato vines. It takes 
about three years for asparagus to bear heaviry; then it can 
last your lifetime. So this almost permanent vegetable 
obviously belongs on the edge of your garden where it will 
not get in the way of a plowman. Indeed, since it will grow 
higher than your head, it might as well go on that northern 
edge, even though its foliage is too fernlike to steal much 
sun from its lowlier neighbors. 

Asparagus thrives in well-limed, deeply prepared, fertile 
soil. It loves stable manure, compost, bone meal, wood-ash. 
If you use chemical fertilizers, give asparagus 5-8-7—say, 
five pounds for two dozen plants. If your soil is heavy clay, 
it will be worth your time to work in some sand or cinders 
to lighten it. Your asparagus will respond gratefully if 
you give each plant each spring from three to five pounds 
of ground limestone, magnesium base being even more 
valuable than calcium. In exchange for these good things, 
asparagus will give you about eight weeks of tender shoots, 
or “spears,” every spring, rich in protein, and sweeter than 
you can imagine if you have never eaten it fresh. It should 
go from ground to stove, and if it is inconvenient to run 
madly with it all the way from the garden to the stove, at 
least put it instantly into the refrigerator. Otherwise, rapid 
chemical changes will occur that will make it taste just 
like what the grocers sell. 

Buy one-year-old roots of a good rustproof variety, such 
2s Martha Washington or Mary Washington. Two dozen 
plants should provide abundantly for a small family, but it 


A SPARAGUS is not hard to raise, but growing it is a long- 


is worth the money to buy double that and use only the two 
dozen finest specimens. As soon as the ground can be 
worked, dig a trench fifteen inches ; work compost or 
rotted manure into the top four in of earth in the bot- 
tom of the trench. Fill the trench with a mixture of soil and 
compost until it is only six inches deep. Then, every two 
feet, make a little mound of earth and straddle an as- 

root on it, with its finger-roots spread down the 
sides of the mound; cover them thinly with mixed soil and 
compost. Every time the plant peeks out, give it a little 
more soil; by, August the trench will be filled to garden 
level. Run the rows at least three feet apart, and five if you 
can spare the space. ~ — - 
Having done all this work, you still won’t cut any spears 
the first season, if you don’t want to your 





From The Kitchen Garden Book by Stringfellow Barr 
and Stella Standard, FLOWER GROWER presents . 


Growing Vegetables for GOOD EATING 


(Condensed from The Kitchen Garden Book by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standard 
published by The Viking Press, copyright 1956 by Stringfellow Barr and Stella Standard.) 





plants made at least three feet of growth the year before, 
you cam cut for perhaps three weeks. The third season 
you can cut for eight weeks. If the spears start coming up 
spindly, quit cutting. Now the piants will grow high and 
store energy in the roofs. Only when they have been killed 
by frost should you cut them dowa. All you do meanwhile 
is protect them from weed competition. Remember that in 
cutting you must not through carelessness destroy neigh- 
boring spears that are mot yet up high enough to see. Run 
the knife down vertically beside the spear you are after 
and then give it just enough of a twist to cut that particular 
spear and no other, 

You may feel I have described some pretty hard work to 
get one vegetable. But few require so little attention once 
they are established. Some gardeners will tell you to plant 
the roots fifteen inches deep. Don’t do it. This merely 
means the spears will be blanched instead of green. Green 
spears are more nutritious and taste better, a fact more and 
more people are discovering. Six inches is quite deep 


OKRA 
(Hibiscus esculentus) 


The sooner the rest of the country finds out why Louisi- 
anans have always loved okra, the better for the country. 
But I am being unjust, at least to the other states in the 
Deep South. Okra is eaten fairly widely throughout the 
South. The rest of the country knows it chiefly as one of 
the ingredients in gumbo soup. Indeed, the plant itself is 
gumbo. If you have tried “store okra” 
and think you dislike the vegetable, try one or two plants 
in the garden and see if fresh okra doesn't change your 


mind. 

Okra is a tall, erect plant that will grow normally about 
a yard high but can grow much higher. It bears profusely 
a yellow blossom with a red center that will remind you of 
its cousin the mallow. The flowers are followed by the 
edible seed-pod, a long, slender, pointed pod. 

Okra likes a warm climate. In the Northern states start 
it indoors in pots for it does not transplant too well. It will 
well on even poor soils. If you garden in a cool climate 
to find a sheltered spot for it. Your plants should stand 
from fifteen to thirty inches apart in the row, depending on 
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tne variety. Since the plants bear abundantly, four or five 
plants are probably all you will want. 

You are unlikely to have trouble with diseases or insects. 
Tt is a lusty plant. If your plants get powdery mildew or 
fusarium wilt, either the seed-bed or the garden row was 
probably infected. Spinach aphids may cause annoyance; 
just dust with lime containing 3 per cent nicotine. 

Harvesting is extremely easy but extremely important. 

are still immature: 

them at_that 

eat them or add them to your 
and string therm up, they will 

ter use. If they are left on the plant to 


CHARD 
(Beta vulgaris, variety cicla) 


Chard, or “Swiss chard,” is a beet in which the root is 
small and not edible and the leaves are highly developed. 
Of course the leaves of a garden beet make delicious eating, 
but it cannot compete with chard which really yields two 
“vegetables”—-the fleshy main stem of the leaf, often 


soon as the leaves are long enough to be worth cutting, start 
cutting a few from each plant. There will be more in a 
few. days, and they will keep through the summer, 
and in many climates through lowing winter. Chard 
is 4 necessity in any good mild-climate “winter garden.” 
it likes cold weather, but, unlike vegetables in the cabbage 
family, it dvesn’t get sulky under heat, provided it 
has enough to drink. If a hard frost kills it to the ground, 
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as rbubarb chard, which has reddish leaves with 
green leaves with 

stems, is perhaps the most beautiful of all. Either 
the flower bed, if space is 
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EGGPLANT 






Chard, eggplant and tomatoes are basic to a good kitchen garden 


states than it does farther north. In fact, the Northern 
gardener may not find it worth coaxing unless his family 
is very keen about it. Eggplant not only keeps well but, 
according to most tastes, actually improves a little with 


Eggplant likes hot weather, so long as it can quench its 
thirst. But it does not care for humidity. It hates cold 
wind, and frost kills it. If you want it early, you had better 
buy plants from a reputable firm, because the seedlings 
ought to be grown in virgin soil, such as leaf-mold from the 
woods, mixed with sand. If they are grown in soil taken 
from a vegetable garden they are likely to develop wilt. 
They like lots of compost in the holes where they are set 
out. It is desirable to shift their location in the garden 
from season to season to avoid wilt. The plants should no 
be set out until the soil is warm because a late frost may 
kill them, and, even without frost, a cold soil will retard 
their growth. Set the plants a good three feet apart. Your 
best defense against verticillium wilt is magnesium lime- 
stone plus a new place in the garden. The bacterial wilt 
is a less constant menace, but there is no good cure for it. 
Better rernove affected plants. 

If you set your plants out late, the flea-beetle will do 
little harm. The same precaution should be used against the 
Colorado potato beetle. Dust this enemy with rotenone, 
and destroy the orange-colored eggs it lays on the under- 
sides of the leaves; otherwise the eggs will hatch into very 
huugry grubs and devour the eggplant’s foliage. In the 
South the same rotenone dust may be needed against the 
tortoise beetle. 

The fruit should be eaten before it matures: it tastes 
better then, and, besides, it turns an unappetizing brown as 
it matures. 


TOMATOES 


(Lycopersicon esculentum) 


Botanically a fruit, the garden tomato is one of the 
world’s most popular table vegetables. In size it varies 
from that of a currant to that of a small pumpkin. In shape 
it may resemble a cherry, a pear, a plum, a heart, or an 
apple. In color it may be white, yeliow, pink, or red. In 
taste it may be tart, sweet, or insipid. 

The tomato is among the easiest of vegetables for the be- 
ginner to grow. It prefers to grow in sandy loam, but it 
will make do in heavy soil if the soil is properly prepared. 
It likes its soil well drained, and well aerated, thoroughly 
worked and loose. 

You will probably need about three plants for every 
tomato-eater in your household. If you can buy plants of 
the varieties you choose to grow, they come cheap. Other- 
wise, grow them from seed in a cold{rame or sunny window. 
Start the seed four weeks before the probable date of 
your last spring frost. Make sure the soil is moist. enough 
to cling to the roots before you transplant them. When you 
transplant, put plenty of water in the hole first, and water 
the plant daily for a while. This is a tropical plant, so don’t 
set it out till it is really safe from frost. Give the plants 
room: two to six feet apart, depending on the variety, in 
rows three feet apart. [See Pace 78] 














A concise guide to kitchen gardening 


_VEGETABLE-GROWING GUIDE 
[When more than one method of planting may be used, the least usual is indicated thus: (./)] 
Plant in Garden as When to Plant Grown as! Space 
Roots, | As soon 


bulbs, | asground; Afier Be- 
or can be tween 











last An- 
rhizomes | worked frost nual rows 
Vv 
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Asparagus 
Beans, snap v 
Beans, lima Vv 
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Broccoli 
Brussels sprouts 

















Cabbage 
Carrots 



































Cauliflower 














Celeriac 








Celery 
Chard 
































Chinese cabbage 
Corn (sweet) 
Cucumbers 
Eggplants 
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he stake always use soft twine. 
¢ rfc to mulching. A 
ches deep, may even double your oe 
the case of tomatoes, there is an extra reason for mulch- 
ing Vines’ that are not staked: the fruit is less likely to rot 


Jo ll has some diseases. Your best protection 
against wilt is a wilt-resistant variety. If black spots develop 
wie Ee ee a For controlling blight, apply 
; um sulphate at the rate of one ounce to every three 
















































potato beetle may bother them. Dust with -o- 


epicure: lets his tomatoes ripen on the vine, not on 
the back porch—although they will, of course, turn red 
too. All through the middle and late summer they 

















the temperature runs around 
45°. They will ripen best where it is around 70°, and where 











ARTICHOKES — 

(Cynara Scolymus) 

wide asGehoke is wilaatiy’ Called globe artichoke or 
ar crown artichoke. Two other vege- 


or 
which are no kin to it at all, are also called “arti- 
r-no reason except that their flavor suggests the 
ho artichoke. One of these is the so-called, 
. It is not especially choice. The other is 
lem artichoke, a delicious and—in America— 
‘May grow as high as six feet, so 

s and bears for three or four years, 
down in winter. These two facts 
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there is seaweed, mulch your artichoke plants with it. 

When the tops die down in autumn, cut the plant off 
cleanly and add it to your compost heap. Then mulch the 
root deeply. Gardeners have raised artichokes as far north 
as Pennsylvania, for example, by putting inverted peck-size 
peach baskets over the root, covering the basket with a 
deep mulch, and not removing either till all danger of 
frost was past. Since the seed does not always breed true, 
pecple sometimes transplant the sprouts which old plants 
put up in spring. These sprouts, incidentally, can be cut 
and eaten like asparagus. 

Insects, diseases and pests are not much of a problem. 
Aphids sometimes attack the undersides of the leaves. If 


* they do, use nicotine dust on them. 


Harvest your buds before they show any signs of open- 
ing. Epicures claim they taste better when picked in the 
evening. In any case if they are not to go straight into the 
pot, better put them into the refrigerator to preserve their 
flavor. 





LEEKS 


(Allium porrum) 


Leeks belong to the family which includes onion, garlic, 
“Welsh onion”—which does not come from Wales—shal- 
lots, and chives. The leaf of the leek is flat and solid and 
the bulb is cylindrical. It has a much milder and subtler 
taste than onion has. 

Leek is an extremely hardy vegetable, and, given the 
right conditions, it is not hard to grow. It likes its soil bed 
to be light, crumbly, rich, well limed, and well drained, 
But any good garden loam can be properly prepared to 
grow leeks, provided there is abundant sunshine. 

Plant your seed in a garden row early in the spring, or 
indoors in a flat in a sunny window, and when the green 
hair-like plants are three inches high, thin out to two inches 
apart. When the plants are as plump as straws, cut them 
back to half their height, set them every four to six inches 
in a shallow trench, deep enough to bury half their length. 
As your leeks acquire more length, gradually fill the trench 
a little at a time; when the weather gets cool in the fall, 
ridge the soil.around them a little every two weeks. The 
point of trenching and ridging is to blanch the lower part 
of the leek. Similar treatment blanches asparagus and 
celery, but more and more people like their asparagus un- 
blanched, and they are even beginning tc prefer green 
celery to white. I have never eaten an unblanched leek, so 


[cannot indulge my usual preference against blanched food. 


But I have a friend in Connecticut who blanches neither 
celery nor leeks. Accordingly, he docs not trench for leeks. 
Nor does he sow indoors and transplant. He sows in the 
garden and transplants only those he has to remove from 
the row in thinning. 

Since the leek requires a long season of growth, early 
spring sowings will not yield good leeks for eating till fall. 
If your winters are mild, leeks will winter through in the 
garden for eating during the winter and even during the fol- 


lowing spring. If your garden freezes up, they can be lifted 
and stored in a cellar, with their roots in moist earth.© 























HE INNOCENT NOVICE who blithely 
turns up at a show with a basket 
of nameless daffodils—“They 

were so pretty, I just had to bring them” 
—is likely to wind up with jitters, tears, 
and the quite justified wai!, “Why didn’t 
somebody tell me?” 

It’s largely an uncharted adventure: 
experienced exhibitors are too busy set- 
ting up their displays to do more than 
toss a curt word over their shoulder as 
they work; in any case, by show time 
it’s too late to make up for prepara- 
tions that should have been underway 
two weeks earlier. 

These notes on selecting, storing, 
dressing and packing daffodils for com- 
petition are the outgrowth of actual 
show experience, the result of many 
experiments aimed at saving time, con- 
fusion and error. They originated as 
memos to ourselves: “Wouldn’t it be 
a.good idea to sort the flowers accord- 
ing to their classes as we put them in 
the refrigerator?” and “Let's really try 
next year to be tougher about weeding 
out seconds.” They are not intended to 
dampen the incandescent excitement of 
Daffodil Day, but only to keep the 
happy rush of setting up entries from 
turning into a panic. 

In the first place, if you're an enthu- 
siast you’re bound to enter more classes 


DRAWINGS FOR FLOWER CROWER BY ALLIANORA BOSSE 


To set perianth, brush segment against fin- 
ger just as you'd train hair into ringlets. 








Entering your daffodils in a show 
this spring ? M. M. Graff tells 
you how she goes about it 


It's daffodil show time 








To pack daffodils, place necks on cardboard 
and segments on tissue-paper bolster. 


than you are able to set up; and you’re 
also likely to be rattled by the inevita- 
ble mix-ups in entry cards, the shifting 
of tables, the arguments over unsus- 
pected ambiguities in the schedule— 
and most of all by the contagious, 
mounting tension of a group of highly- 
keyed people working at top speed and 
in white-hot concentration. Rattled? 
In the stampede before the judging bell 
rings you're lucky if you’re not run 
down and trampled on. 

Obviously, in this electric atmosphere 
you won't be able to remember whether 
KANSAS is a 2b or 3b and whether 
Haves’ creamy perianth makes it a 2a 
or 2b. The best insurance against be- 
wilderment is to put everything on 
paper, to make all possible preparations 
and decisions ahead of time, calmly, at 
home—in short, to leave nothing to be 
done at the show but placing the flow- 
ers in vases on the show tables. 

Let’s start at the very beginning: 
About two weeks before the show 
go out with a clipboard and the show 
schedule, and under each class number 
list the varieties that promise to be open 
in time. Make the list selective, choos- 
ing the known show varieties and also 
the time-tested performers that can be 
relied on if the highly-touted novelties 
open rough; but omit the so-called 
“decoratives,” which are fit only for 
cutting. For example, in the class for 
2b’s without red or orange in the cup, 
you might start with StaruE, GREEN 
IsLAND and COVERACK PERFECTION; 
add the older PoLinpra for its unvary- 
ingly faultless form and finish; but leave 


out JoHN EveLyN with its perianth as 
rumpled as yesterday's shirt. In the 2a’s 
with red or orange in the cup, DuNK- 
HELD heads my list, followed by the 
clean-cut NARVIK; BAHRAM rates if it 
colors as it should; then AvieMoRE, a 
staunchly reliable pinch hitter among 
the older sorts. But I omit SALTASH, a 
magnificent piece of color but quite 
ruled out of competition by its incor- 
rigibly long droopy neck. 

If I place the newer varieties first, it 
is in unwilling deference to the judges, 
whose choices are sometimes based on 
snob appeal rather than on how closely 
each flower approaches the ultimate 
perfection of its variety. 

Keep the list up-to-date, making 
changes as the flowers develop: scratch 
CHUNGKING, that wayward beauty, if 
its perianth is as full of mitten-thumbs 
as a sassafras leaf; add the 3c’s and 
poeticus varieties if they seem likely to 
open in time, or at least split their 





Daffodil News for 1956 


« About five hundred members from 
all over the United States and Can- 
ada are expected to attend the first 
Annual Convention of the American 
Daffodil Society on April 6 and 7, 
in Washington, D. C. Guy L. Wil- 
son of Ireland, dean of the daffodil 
world, will speak at the banquet. 

The First Annual New England 
Daffodil Show will be held in Green- 
wich, Conn., on April 24 25. 
Classes are open to all (see page 92). 

In Huntington, 
ington Council of Garden Clubs 
will hold its Fifteenth Annual 
Spring Narcissus Show on April 7 
and 8. This show will feature artis- 
tic arrangements and horticultural 
displays. 

A Daffodil Festival, the theme of 
which is “Stcry Time in Daffodils,” 
will take place in Tacoma, Wash., 
April 9 to 15. 

The seventh National Capital Nar- 
cissus Show on April 14 and 15 will 

















DON’T GAMBLE 
WITH YOUR 
LAWN 





GET BEST RESULTS 
WITH BACTI-VATED® 


MICHIGAN 
PEAT 


Top-dress old lawns, rebuild new 
ones with Bacti-Vated micni1caNn 
PEAT. They'll grow richer, greener 
than ever! MICHIGAN PEaT is 98% 
organic...improves all soils. And 
it’s ready to use...saves time and 
work. Use MICHIGAN PEAT on 
shrubs, flowers, house plants, too 
...it’s best for everything you 
grow! In bags... never baled. At 
fine garden supply dealers every- 
where. Try it today! 

MICHIGAN PEAT, INC., N. ¥., N. ¥. 




















Hrou 4? 


L£lectro-Hoe 


FITS YOUR %” DRILL 


$469 


Takes work out of garden- 
ing—leaves just the fun! Self- 
propelled Electro-Hoe digs, 
weeds, cultivates in fraction 
of time and effort. Mixes in 
peat moss, soil conditioners, 
etc. Makes furrows for 
seeds. Easily attaches to an 
pular %4-inch electric drill. 
New low price! 


Ask your hardware, avto 
supply or gardening ‘ 
Or order direct, giving 
dealer's name and address. 


W.R. BROWN CORP. 
2681 N. Normandy Ave. 
Chicago 35, Ill. 





sheaths so that they may be coaxed out 
in warm water. 

As the flowers approach their fullest 
development the pace quickens. Now 
one takes a turn around the garden 
every few hours to make the critical 
decision: leave it a little longer to see 
if the stem will lengthen? Or cut it be- 
fore the cup burns? 

When you start to cut, take a jar of 
water, a pencil, string tags, a small 
sharp knife and your provisional list 
so that you may check off flowers as 
they are cut. Scissors will do for long- 
stemmed flowers, but the big trumpets 
are apt to be squatty and need every 
available quarter inch of stem. Sepa- 
rate the leaves and make a slanting cut 
as far below ground level as you can 
without injuring the foliage: a light pull 
will free the stem. Put it in water at 
once and collar the flower with a tag 
marked with its name on the front. On 
the reverse give its subdivision and also 
the number of its class according to 
the show schedule. 

As you go over the rows you will 
find many imperfect flowers, those with 
nicked perianth segments, heavy ridges, 
oval trumpets, slashed and uneven cups 
or straw-like patches that failed to color 
properly. To save examining the same 
rejected .flowers over and over it’s a 
good idea to cut them and get them 
out of the way. If you take a bunch to 
your grocer he will be easily persuaded 
to save you boxes for packing. 

When you bring the flowers into the 
house, look them over to see if they 
need cleaning. A dry camel’s hair brush 
will remove loose dust or pollen. I 
don’t like to wash daffodils as it seems 
to thin the texture; it’s better to avoid 
mud spots by spreading a cover of salt 
hay over the bed before the bulbs start 
growing. Spots of oil burner soot are 
impossible to remove without bruising 
the flower; luckily, they seem always 
to be on the back of the perianth— 
perhaps they stick only when the flower 
is wet and bowed by rain. The im- 
portant thing is that the spots aren’t 
visible when the flowers are strongly 
front-lighted on the show table. 

If you’ve had any show experience 
you doubtless know that the exhibitor’s 
most valuable accessory is an old re- 
frigerator in the cellar. The lack of 
freezing space that led to its disuse 
makes it ideal for flower storage. Take 
out all the shelves (except the little top 
ones, if you grow species or miniatures) 
and set the control to the highest— 
that is, least cold—setting. Mine regis- 
ters 45° and keeps daffodils in perfect 
condition for two weeks or as long as 
I’ve needed to store them. 

The use of the refrigerator was a 
discovery of desperation when, one 
year, a roaring hot wind started to toast 
the flowers to corn flakes. Left outside, 
they were surely lost; in the refrigera- 
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SWIMMING 


Tele) i THIS 
BOOKLET’S 
FOR 


How to fix cracks? How to keep water clear? 
How to maintain your pool’s beauty? You'll 
find all the answers in this handy booklet— 
and learn about amazing RAMUC,® too! A 
natural rubber-base enamzl, RAMUC is 
America’s No. 1 swimming pool paint! Proved 
in over 16,000 pools. Brushes on easily... 
provides a glistening, tile-like finish . . . makes 
your pool wonderfully attractive season after 
season. Won't powder, blister, flake off or fade. 
Comes in twelve glossy pastel colors. Write 
today, enclosing a dime for handling, for your 
thirty-two page “Swimming Pool Handbook.” 
Important-— please include pool’s dimensions 
and whether it’s painted. 


e INERTOL CO., INC. 
. 476 Frelinghuysen Ave., Newark 5, N. J. 
27-H South Park, San Francisco, Calif. 
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tor, at least they had a chance. To our 
delight they not only kept fresh but 
actually improved: the whites grew 
more luminous, the colored cups more 
radiant. Now we store them in the dark 
and cold with serene confidence, know- 
ing they are secure from cataclysms of 
nature such as windstorms, sunburn, 
slugs and dog fights. 

Jars used for storage should be broad 
enough to stand without tipping and 
tall enough to hold the flowers upright 
so they don’t tangle with their neigh- 
bors and get torn when the jars are 
moved. Olive jars are perfect—not the 
slender, economical, family-style olive 
bottle, but the over-sized, extravagant, 
guests-for-dinner sort. We’ve found that 
it speeds up the final selection at the 
show if the flowers are sorted into sepa- 
rate jars, one for each subdivision, as 
they are picked. This can be somewhat 
flexible. The favorite divisions may 
overflow into two jars, while those that 
couldn’t possibly be confused—1a’s and 
3c’s, for instance—can be placed in 
one. 

While the refrigerator is being filled 
with your choicest specimens, your 
packing materials should be assembled. 
First of all, your daffodil-primed 
grocer will have saved you some car- 
tons—long, broad and at least 5 inches 
deep—and carefully opened so that the 
lid flaps aren’t torn. Cut a square hole 
for the longest stems in one end of the 
box and make a pocket of florists’ wax 
paper—two sheets doubled and bagged 
out from inside. Make a lining for each 
box from light-weight cardboard, thin 
enough to staple through; cut it roughly 
1 inch shorter than the box and 2 inches 
narrower. Cut ordinary tissue paper 
into half sheets, trimmed to about 2 
inches wider than the cardboard liner. 
Make sure your stapler is filled; have 
a good ball of twine and lots of florists’ 
paper at hand. Take with you a sharp 
penknife, a camel’s hair brush for last- 
minute grooming and a stack of paper 
towels: vases invariably get knocked 
over, and wet, sticky hands can tear 
petals, especially when you're in a 
hurry. 

Be sure to tell the exhibition com- 
mittee your recommendations and re- 
quirements well in advance. Ask to 
have a big drum of water close to the 
work tables—big enough to dip the 
vases for quick filling and to wash them, 
which shouldn’t be necessary but al- 
most always is. In addition to the 
standard bud vases, you'll want some 
wide-mouthed jars capable of holding 
a dozen or more daffodils; these are for 
holding the flowers by divisions to await 
your final selection. A wheeled tray or 
tea wagon is a great help in saving 
mileage, especially if the work area is 
any distance from the exhibition room. 

Two days before the show take your 
list of possibilities and your camel's 
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PARK 


SPRINKLER 


No. 915 $3.95 Works on a Whisper of Pressure 
Most practical, efficient, handy lawn and 
garden sprinkler you've ever used. High in 
value, low in cost. Aluminum alloy for long, 
trouble-free life. 

Works on as little as three pounds of water 
pressure. Full 50-foot circle at 40 pounds 
pressure. Easily cleaned. 

Spike, sled, and sprinkler head styles. 
Half-circle spike type for corners and beds; 
low angle keeps spray below porches and 
windows. 


At better hardware and garden 
supply stores, or write: 


PARK Sprinkier Manufacturing Company 
P.O. Box 6368 + Jacksonville, Florida 
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$2.00; 1 pt., $3.50; 1 qt., $5.00.* 























Kill garden 
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diseases 






























































1 Ib., $1.49; 3 Ibs., $3.25.* 
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ivy. 1 qt., 90c; 1 gal., $2.50.* 
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KILL PESTS 


—in your lawn, 
garden and home 


7 CHLORDANE 





Pratt's 72% Chlordane is an insecticide you 
should never be without because it has an amaz- 
ing number of uses. It controls all harmful 
insects in the lawn and soil, crawling household 
insects—and it gives you an easy “do-it-your- 
self” way to control termites! Economical—four 
teaspoons make a quart of insecticide. %4 pt., 


Pratt's Shot Gun Garden Spray or Dust is a one- 
package spray assortment that controls all com- 
mon insects and diseases on fruits, flowers and 
vegetables. Use it wherever a spray is needed 
in your home garden. Contains captan, mala- 
thion, methoxychlor and sulfur. % Ib., $1.19; 





Pratt's Sodium Arsenite Weed Killer gives you 
a super-strength all-purpose weed-killer that 
works like magic. Kills all growth on your 
walks, roadways, tennis court and yard—just 


ling can, which can 
be easily cleaned. Excellent for killing poison 


*Prices slightly higher 
West of Mississippi River 


B. G. PRATT CO. 
f 197 Twenty-First Ave., 
Paterson, N. J. 
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hair brush to the spare refrigerator, fix 
a comfortable place to sit, in good light, 
get out the jars of flowers, harden your 
heart and begin to winnow out the 
second best, the flowers with minor 
flaws that might have sneaked by if 
nothing better had turned up, the passa- 
ble spares which you cut just to be on 
the safe side or because you couldn’t 
remember if the ones you’d already cut 
were as good. I say this firmly in the 
hope that I will follow my own advice 
next year: I always take too many. 

With the discards put aside to give 
to uncritical friends, you can turn to 
dressing the selected flowers. Dressing 
is a piece of cosmetic skulduggery de- 
signed to make a daffodil look better 
than it really is. I quarrel hotly with 
breeders for releasing (and retailers for 
advertising and selling) flowers so 
faulty that dressing is necessary! 

It’s possible to make a perianth stand 
erect and to smooth out minor creases, 
but I’ve never been able to iron away 
deep ridges without damaging cells and 
leaving watery bruises. Also, I’ve been 
told several tricks for making a nodding 
flower lift its head and look the judges 
in the eye, but as none of them works 
there’s no use struggling with the worst 
offenders such as SALTASH, REGINALD 
Drxon and Pomona. Enjoy them for 
cutting but grow the dependably square- 
shouldered daffodils for show. 

For your first try at perianth-setting, 
perhaps you’d better practice on a dis- 
carded flower until you get the knack 


The inner segments of Dunkheld (upper 
daffodil in photograph) form a triangle, 
two forming the base and one the peak. 


and learn how hard you may brush with 
safety. Hold the flower by the neck just 
below the perianth; start with an outer 





segment and brush it against and around 








the base of the first finger, much as 
you'd train short hair into ringlets. If 
it’s very stubborn, it helps to catch the 
tip of the segment between the first and 
second finger, holding it in position 
while you work at the lower part. One 
caution: be careful to avoid the margins 
of flowers like HapEs, NARvIK and the 
pictured ArpourR: their incurved edges 
will tear if you attempt to straighten 
them. Sometimes the inner segments 
are slightly wingy, which isn’t consid- 
ered a fault, though I personally dislike 
the extreme twist of CONTENT; one 
flare, as in KiNGscourt, adds a bit of 
life, a relief from uniformity which can 
approach the dull precision of a me- 
chanical drawing. 

If when your flowers are dressed 
you’re still unable to decide between 
two apparently identical specimens, 
there’s a simple but seldom-mentioned 
factor that may help your choice. The 
inner perianth segments form a tri- 
angle; for best effect it should be ar- 
ranged with two segments for a base 
and one at the peak. If you examine 
the picture of the two daffodils you'll 
see that it’s largely the inversion of the 
triangle that accounts for the difference 
between DUNKHELD’s floating balance 
and ARDOoUR’s top-heavy look. 

When all your daffodils are groomed 
and checked against the schedule put 
them back in the refrigerator and phone 
your list to the person in charge of en- 
tries. She will bless you for not wait- 
ing until the last possible minute. 

If the schedule permits using daffodil 
foliage with the specimen blooms, cut 
a big bunch the afternoon before the 
show—not from your best plants, of 
course, but from the outmoded varie- 
ties you’ve relegated to the strip along 
the driveway. Cut twice what you 
think you’ll need: it always takes more 
than you expect. Then double-check 
your packing equipment, set your alarm 
clock and go to bed early, assured 
that everything possible has been done 
to make tomorrow’s program run 
smoothly. 

The packing method may sound com- 
plex, but it’s quite simple when you get 
the idea and well worth the trouble. 
I haven’t yet had a flower damaged in 
transit. First, make a soft roll of tissue 
paper, lay it across the cardboard liner 
2 inches from the top and staple it at 
both ends. Starting with the longest- 
stemmed daffodils, space them along the 
roll with their necks on the cardboard 
and their upper segments resting on the 
tissue-paper bolster. Take a second roll 
of tissue, tuck it under the flowers so 
their lower segments will rest on it, 
and staple it firmly enough to keep the 
flowers from shifting. On this roll place 
a second row of flowers; put a third roll 
under their chins, and so on. 

As the work progresses shift to the 
shorter-stemmed flowers but without 
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mixing up the divisions. The last rows 
will have their stems sticking out of 
the box, but as you’ve provided an 
airtight pocket for them’ they won't 
suffer. Place the filled liner carefully 
in the box; the stubs of the tissue paper 
rolls, purposely cut too long, will act 
as buffers to keep the outer flowers 
from touching the sides of the carton. 
Cover the flowers with florists’ paper 
and tie up the box. 

No matter how you travel, it will 
seem as though the driver or conductor 
is dragging his feet. If you arrive at the 
show in a state of fidgets from eager- 
ness and impatience, choose a roomy 
table, open your boxes and take a mo- 
ment to admire the flowers. When 
you’ve caught your breath, start free- 
ing the flowers and plunge them, still 
by subdivisions, into large jars of water. 

Instead of setting them up in numeri- 
cal order, start with any that may have 
lowered their heads in the dark box. 
The spotlights of the exhibition room 
help to draw heads up, so give the nod- 
ding ones priority when placing them 
on the show tables. 

Choose your very finest flowers for 
the classes for single specimens; the 
second best go into collections. Many 
exhibitors cut a slice from each stem 
before putting it in its vase. My cold- 


conditioned flowers don’t seem to re- 
quire it. I cut them only if the end of 
the stem has curled enough to keep the 
flower from standing erect. 

If the schedule calls for three leaves, 
use exactly that number. Three big 
leaves will anchor the fat-stemmed 


trumpets high and straight in their 
vases, but the daintier short-cup and 
poeticus varieties look better with pro- 
portionately slender leaves and these 
may not be bulky enough to fix the 


stems firmly. In this case you can make 
a brace from the stem of a discarded 
flower, but as two ovals may possibly 
slip I prefer to use a pleated leaf folded 
back and forth to act as’ a spring. 
Whichever you use, make sure it’s not 
in sight. 

Starting early and working surely, 
you'll be finished in time to give a last 
loving inspection to your flowers, check- 
ing the numbers of the classes once 
more and even looking over the com- 
peting entries to note any you'd like to 
order for next year—something which 
is best done before the crowds arrive, 
especially if you're not tall. Then 
saunter off to lunch and a newsreel, 
feeling infinitely superior to the har- 
ried latecomers who will still be rush- 
ing to set up their entries as the judges 
gather under the clock. 

The cool-headed person who has 
never, in a moment of intense preoc- 
cupation, put sugar in his coffee and 
cream in the sugar bowl, may perhaps 
ignore or modify these pointers on the 
avoidance of last-minute frenzy. It is 
possible that such people exist; if so, 
they don’t exhibit at the shows I’m 
familiar with. In fact, I’m inclined to 
think that anyone who doesn’t get 
pleasurably excited on Daffodil Day 
doesn’t really deserve daffodils.® 
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CASH PRIZES 
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THE IDEAL HOT WEATHER PLANT! 


WHERE TO PLANT? 
In Flower Pots - Flower Boxes - Porch 
Boxes - In Long Borders - In Front of 
Shrubbery - Against Bare 
Foundation of House 
- On Patios 


For as little as 16'%2¢ per plant you get 


| SIX MONTHS of day after day 
BRILLIANT COLOR! wits our 


JOSEPHS COAT 


CALADIUMS! 


Plant Some and Make Your 
Garden the Envy of Your Friends! 


1. They Are So Different from Other Plants! 
2. They Grow So Easily — Indoors or Outdoors! 
3. They Are Free of Insects or Disease! 
4. They Grow in Full Shade or Sun! 
5. Cut the Foliage for Floral Arrangements! 


(tt lasts for weeks) 


6. Caladiums Are the Lowest Priced Bulbs When You Consider 





$300000 In Cash Prizes—Details Sent In Package 


SEND REMITTANCE WITH ORDER 
SAVE SHIPPING CHARGES 








SEND NO MONEY — Pay Postman Plus COD Charges 
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Almost 
Wholesale 


How Long They Grow and What Can Be Done With Them! 
7. We Send Complete How to Grow In- 
structions! 


Southern Bulb Co. Dept. CF Atlanta 12, Ga. 
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Put new life into your lawn 
and garden with FERTILIFE 


... the amazing plant food that’s “‘alive.” 
Fertilife organic tompost teems with bil- 
lions of vital, living organisms that go to 
work on inert, worn out dirt and trans- 
} form it into dynamic, productive soil. 
“\  Fertilife is composted from rich Chi- 
cago Stock Yards cattle manure. A mod- 
ern scientific process incubates and multi- 
plies vital organisms, concentrates organic plant food elements, 
and eliminates weed seeds and offensive odor. 

Fertilife is safe, easy, and pleasant to use on lawns, plant 
beds, trees, shrubs. Apply Fertilife now to bring ‘“‘New Life” to 
your soi! and New Beauty to your lawn and garden. 


Get FERTILIFE at Your Garden Supply Dealer 
or write for free garden guide and prices. 
































































































CHICAGO STOCK YARDS COMPOST CO. 


503A Live Stock Exchange Building 
Union Stock Yards, Chicago 9, Illinois 














Under the Lilacs 


[FRoM PaGE 60] done well. Then, from 
the top of the hill—in more sun—we 
transplanted a clump or two of beard- 
tongue, the wild penstemon. Meadow- 
rue showed up of its own accord in the 
bed, a real boon. Deptford pinks were 
our next find. These are not, of course, 
native flowers but they have been grow- 
ing wild in our hedgerows for genera- 
tions. We love them. A bit of 
moneywort we risked in one corner. 
It must be watched, for it’s a great 
spreader. Some scarlet pimpernel and 
corn cockle from our wheat field found 
their places as well as some St. Johns- 
wort. Finally, this year we put in a few 
wild blue lobelias, dug from a damp 
spot beside the West wood. We hope 
they may thrive. 

For this fall’s planting we count on 
more wakerobins. (Who could resist 
them?); more wild columbine, arbutus, 
shooting-star—to remind us of the 
Smokies; butterfly-weed and partridge- 
berry. Some of these should give us a 
bit of color in summer and fall. 

Best of all, most of what we have 
planted seems now to be at home be- 
neath the lilacs. The humus and leaves 
and peat have paid their dividends. 
Consistent soaking once a week in 
drought has done more than all the 
rest to start the ferns off well and keep 
them in good heart. Fortunately, one 
50-foot loop of plastic sprinkler hose 
covers the whole bed at once, so all we 
have to do is lay the hose, turn on the 
tap and forget about it for five or six 
hours. 

So thickly have the ferns and galax 
and wild flowers spread that weeds 
cause little trouble. There just isn’t a 
place for them. Already we are using 
our wild-flower patch as a source of 
supply for planting elsewhere, and that’s 
a good sign. 

To join the wild-flower patch, mostly 
out of sight, to the terrace borders 
which can be seen, we have planted 
small drifts of wood hyacinths (Scilla 
campanulata), Siberian squills (Scilla 
sibirica), winter aconites (eranthis) with 
clumps of snowdrops (galanthus) and 
snowflakes (lexicojum) here and there, 
mixed with the unforgettable blue of the 
Greek wind-flower (Anemone blanda 
atrocaerulea). The effect is pleasing, for 
it tends to lead one round the corner to 
see what comes next. 

We'd like far more color in summer, 
of course. We’d also like a bit of flame 
and fire in the fall. Both may come. 
Meanwhile, the little wild patch beneath 
the lilacs has won our hearts for 
keeps.® 
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Weathervane: Plant Societies 


[FRoM Pace 55] The annual meeting 
of the American Hemerocallis Society 
is always held in an area noted for the 
abundance of these flowers, and one of 
the important features of the get-to- 
- gether is the two days spent in visiting 
gardens where day-lilies are featured. 

The American Camellia Society, 
formed ten years ago, has grown into 
one of the largest organizations of its 
kind. Its work in straightening out the 
badly confused nomenclature of ca- 
mellias has been notable; its trial 
grounds and test gardens have done 
much to establish the relative merits 
of the new varieties. The organization 
issues a handsome, thoroughly illustrated 
yearbook, and an attractive quarterly 
bulletin, which is an exceptionally 
newsy sheet of the group’s activities. 
A mammoth camellia show is always 
held in connection with the annual 
meeting; and there are many regional 
shows held under the sponsorship of 
the parent organization. These shows 
do much toward informing the public 
and creating interest; and they have 
substantially raised the standards of ca- 
mellia shows. 

These are just a few examples. There 
are many other nation-wide flower so- 


cieties such as the National Chrysanthe- 
mum Society and the American Iris 
Society that are largely responsible for 
the popularity and recognition of the 
particular flowers in whose interest they 
were formed. One could also mention 
the American Dahlia Society, Ameri- 
can Peony Society, New England Gladi- 
olus Society, and The African Violet 
Society of America as outstanding. 
With the increased interest in garden 
ing, these flower societies have grown 
in numbers until almost every popular 
flower has its own organization. If you 
have a special interest in a flower, you'll 
probably find an organization devoted 
to its promotion. Joining it will increase 
the happiness of your gardening experi- 
ence. If you find no organization al- 
ready functioning, and your enthusiasm 
is great, you may even want to set about 
organizing a new one. 
—BEN ARTHUR Davis 


[Editor's Note: Next month FLOWER 
GROWER will present its list of plant so- 
cieties, addresses and dues. Watch for it.] 
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Almost every back yard has this problem! 
Roots from neighboring shrubs rob flowers 


£e9 of FOOD ond WATER 


STOPS 
Beers HERE 


For years, horticultural experts have been warning gardeners that a common 
cause of stunted flowers is the invisible network of “robber roots” from neighbor- 
ing shrubs. These wides} ing, hungry roots take most of the plant food and 


actually starving the rs. 

No-See Root Fence puts a steel barrier 12 inches deep between flower beds and 
shrubs, vines and hedges . . . keeps roots out. It can make the difference betwecn 
— a plants and vigorous, healthy specimens loaded with blooms. 

io-SeeE Root Fence is made of special hot-dipped, galvanized steel, corruga‘ 


bag orp Bais apenas Easy-to-handle sections 2 feet long by * 
to pei together with a clips to make any length. Bends ea; 
percep Ah a my Plen 

SEE YOUR HARDWARE, BOX OF $1995 
NURSERY OR GARDEN STORE 50 FEET 


Hf not available socally, send check or money order for $19.95. y. teas will alo sell it by the twos 
Seid from fectory only in 50-ft. boxes. Express prepoid foot section at 89¢ each. 


KEELOR STEEL, INC. 





921 NINTH ST. S. E, MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 





by JOHN R. REBHAN 


Foliage plants and flowers 


of dazzling brilliance to reflect their vacation spirit 

and they want plants that do not need coddling so 
they will have as much free time as possible for boating, 
swimming and summer reading. That is why they turn to 
the gay foliage plants such as caladiums, coleus and 
alternantheras and choose the carefree flowers of tuberous 
begonias and cannas. A summer border that contains any 
of these plants will have the punch of a Mexican fiesta. 

A fiesta garden in Ocean City, New Jersey, is that of 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard J. Seiger, where the three large 
photographs on the opposite page were taken. Bathers 
who pass this garden on their way to the beach stop to 
admire its brilliance. A fiesta touch is also had by Manag- 
ing Editor Marjorie P. Johnson who, in the sandy soil of 
East Hampton, New York, finds a blend of caladiums and 
tuberous begonias sustains a vacation-time mood. She 
fringes her summer cottage with them and has a carnival 
display as seen at the top of the opposite page. 

Whether you have a “garden away from home” in a 
summer playland or enjoy the same garden the year round, 
you can take your color cue from these experienced people. 
Here is a brief guide to some plants with fiesta colors. 

Alternantheras are finding a new vogue in Southern 
areas where they do not need winter coddling, but even 
in cold climates, where they must be <arried over winter 
in a greenhouse or hotbed, they are frequently used for a 
bright garden display. These compact tropical plants with 
various colored and variegated leaves make bright carpets 
such as around the armillary sphere opposite. In the North 
plants are propagated by taking cuttings in August, hold- 
ing them over in hotbeds or a greenhouse until March or 
April when they are potted and later planted outside as 
the weather warms. They like a sunny location and a 
good garden soil. The plants are sheared occasionally to a 
height of 6 inches to keep them dense. Another method 
of propagating them is to save plants each fall, shear them 
back to 3 or 4 inches, pot them and bring them indoors 
until the following spring, when they are divided and set 
outside again. If you don’t have facilities for carrying 
them over each winter, fresh plants can be purchased 
quite reasonably each season from a florist. 

Coleus are well-known window plants and hardly need 
an introduction. You can grow all the plants you need 
for bright outdoor displays by taking cuttings, which root 
easily in sand, soil or water, from your window plants. 
Cuttings of young plants should not be set outdoors until 
danger of frost is past. Florists offer a wide selection of 
coleus early each spring, and it is quite easy to grow them 
ffom seed. Seed specialists are now offering selected strains 
which come 90 per cent true to type. This means that 
you know in advance when growing them from seed that 
you will get mostly bright reds or yellows or colorful 
mixtures, depending upon your choice. Coleus, though 
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brightest in full sun, are festive in filtered shade. 

Cannas are old-timers and anyone who has seen them 
planted in the sunny perimeter of a German beer garden 
loves their garish beauty. It is normal for them to grow 
from 4 to 5 feet tall in our gardens, but recently growers 
have offered dwarf forms which do not go beyond 30 
inches. You don’t have to have red ones, as some pastel 
strains have been developed. The fleshy tuber-like roots 
are obtainable from specialists and should be planted out 
as soon as the soil warms. Space them 18 inches apart and 
set them about 2 inches below the surface of the soil. Rich 
earth and plenty of moisture are needed for best results. 
In addition to having a long season of bloom, the shiny 
green leaves of cannas have a marvelous tropical ap- 
pearance. They are killed by the first frost, after which 
the roots are lifted and stored over winter. 

Caladiums are heart-shaped and in combinations of red, 
green and white—wonderful eye-catchers. They need a well- 
drained peaty soil. If you can give them plenty of moisture, 
they will do very well in full sunlight, although they are 
more generally recommended for locations of filtered 
shade. Tubers may be set directly in the garden when the 
soil warms, but to get them off to an early start Northern 
gardeners plant them indoors in shallow boxes filled with 
a mixture of peatmoss and sand about eight weeks before 
the last anticipated frost. Press the tubers in the mixture 
about 2 inches apart and cover them with an inch of peat- 
moss. Keep them moist and give them some bottom heat 
by placing them on a radiator. When growth is 2 inches 
high, transplant each tuber to a 5-inch pot in a mixture 
of one part topsoil, two parts peat or leafmold, one-half 
part dried manure and one part coarse sand. When the 
weather warms remove the plants from their pots and set 
in the garden 12 to 18 inches apart. Tubers can be stored 
in fall after top growth has been killed by frost. 

Tuberous begonias come in assorted colors and flower 
form. Some look like camellias, others like carnations, 
roses and single dahlias. In a mixture of tubers you may 
get all of these wonderful forms. You can plant the tubers 
directly in the garden but for a head start it is still not too 
late to start the tubers (concave side up) in a mixture 
of sand and peatmoss. Keep them moist, give them bottom 
heat and when leaves begin to form transplant them to the 
garden. They like a rich peaty soil and must be grown in 
shade. Space them 10 to 15 inches apart. Keep them 
moist and during hot weather syringe the foliage several 
times a day. If you don’t start them indoors, the tubers 
may be planted where they are to grow as soon as the soil 
warms, with the bud or sprout just exposed above the soil 
of the planting bed. Work quantities of peatmoss and 
dehydrated manure into the planting bed and keep the bed 
moist at all times. In the fall the tubers are lifted from 
the garden and stored indoors over winter.- For cultural 
tips see page 64, February FLOWER GRoweErR.® 





Red and yellow alternanthera form a gay circle around an armillary sphere in the 
center of an evergreen bay at a seaside home on New Jersey's southern coast. 


Red tuberous begonias  interplanted 
with white caladiums give a carnival 
air to a Long Island summer cottage. 


Red and yellow coleus give a mass 
color effect and are separated by red 
canmnas in the garden scene above. 


Red and green caladiums front a bor- 
der of evergreens (left) composed of 
variegated holly and yellow forms of 
arborvitae in a New Jersey garden. 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


Top shelf, from left to right: 


Cryptanthus bromelioides tricolor 
Kalanchoe tomentosa 

Acalypha hispida (chenille plant) 
Fittonia Verschaffelti argyroneura 
Anthurium Warocqueanum 

Piper porphyrophyllum 

Calathea Makoyana 

Hedera helix maculata 

Vriesia splendens major 
Anoectochilus Rexburghi 
Anthurium Scherzerianum 


Second shelf: 


Iresine lindeni formosa 

Hedera canariensis variegata 

Hoya carnosa variegata 

Begonia Iron Cross 

Homalomena Wallisi 

Syngonium Wendlandi 

Maranta leuconeura (var. Massangeana) 
Philodendron Ilsemanni 

Peperomia Verschaffelti 

Ficus rubiginosa variegata 


Third shelf: 


Pleomele Song of India (draceana) 
Rougainvillea glabra var. Harrisi 
Aphelandra Fascinator 

Aglaonema pseudo-bracteatum 
Aphelandra aurantiaca 
Chamaeranthemum igneum 

Ananas comosus variegatus 
Sinningia reginae 

Begonia Boweri 

Cordyline terminalis var. Baby Ti 


Bottom shelf: 


Osmanthus ilicifolius variegatus 
Costus sanguineus 

Scindapsus aureus Marble Queen 
Codiaeum (Croton Duke of Windsor) 
Episcia cupreata var. Acajou 
Dieffenbachia “Arvida” (Hoffmanni) 
Begonia rex var. Merry Christmas 
Dracaena sanderiana 
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House plants by the shelf! 


EALLY, I AM A LUCKY CHAP in having a wife who also likes 
R plants. She never (well, hardly ever) complains when every 
window sill and every radiator near good light carries their 
quota of plants as they did when I was preparing material for A/l 
About House Plants and All About African Violets. it looks as 
though these FLoweR Grower shelves of tropical plants will stir me 
up to such an extent that I shall be trying her patience once more. 
An amazing variety of house plants can be obtained today, some 
of them easy to grow and some a challenge to the most skillful lovers 
of house plants. For a time it looked as though, with the passing of 
the large estates, the collections of tropical plants that used to grace 
the greenhouses of the very rich would be lost to cultivation. But 
nowadays the hoi polloi has taken them on so that once more 
it is worth while for the commercial grower to stock them. 

It used to be said that the ease of travel which permits Northern 
gardeners to visit the tropics was a factor in the diminution of 
interest in tropical plants in greenhouses and in the home. I remem- 
ber saying to my good friend, H. E. Downer, in the course of a trip 
which included several of the islands in the West Indies, that “it 
seems kind of silly to fuss and bother with tropical plants in homes 
and greenhouses when you see how much better and easier they grow 
in their natural habitats.” But it seems as though the factor is oper- 
ating in the opposite direction—travelers see the plants in the tropics 
and as a result want to grow them in their homes. 

But let us return to our muttons by taking a look at the four 5-foot 
shelves of plants shown on the opposite page. For more than 30 
years I have been advocating the use of bromeliads as house plants. 
The bromeliaceae is a family which includes such diverse-looking 
plants as Spanish moss and pineapple. I doubt very much if it is 
possible for anyone to grow Spanish moss in a Northern home, but 
the pineapple is comparatively easy although the chances of having 
it bear fruit are very slim. It is interesting, though, to grow it for its 
foliage alone and there is no difficulty whatever in getting a start. 
All you have to do is buy a pineapple fruit, cut off its topknot (you 
can’t eat this part anyway) and plant it in a pot containing sandy 
soil. But you will probably throw it away just as soon as you get a 
chance to get hold of the one on the third shelf under the name of 
Ananas comosus variegatus. This is much wore impressive with its 
leaves beautifully striped in ivory and green with rose tinted margins. 
There is another variety, A. c. porteanus, with a yellowish stripe 
down the center which, in my experience, is easier to grow. 

Other bromeliads pictured include two on the top shelf—Vriesia 
splendens major and Cryptanthus bromelioides tricolor. The last 
named is new to me but I am well acquainted with other members of 
this genus. Most of them are toughies. I remember that, when I 
worked at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, occasionally small rosettes 
of C. zonatus would be knocked off, fall to the floor and get kicked 
into the gravel beneath the greenhouse bench where they continued to 
grow as happily as clams. This species is very striking; its leaves 
having undulating spiny margins striped with brownish green and 
pinkish cream. 

Tillandsia usneoides, Spanish moss, and other pineapple family 
species amaze us by their ability to thrive on nothing but air and 
water. Numerous species of tillandsia can be seen growing on tele- 
phone wires in Florida and the West Indies. One would think that 
plants that can thrive on such a lean diet would be easy to grow as 
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| THE WORLD'S FINEST LILY CATALOG 
Profusely illustrated in color, it lists over z 
150 fascinating lilies, some never offered 
before. Included are the fabulous 4 
Hybrids, delightful Golden Harvest, De- A. 
Graaff's newest originations, startlingly 
brilliant Jillian Wallace and scores of “@& 
* others. Offered also are twelve kinds of jm 
| Hardy Cyclamen, the finest Hardy Clematis, 
special Lily Food and spray material. It's 
really a cultural handbook, invaluable 
whether you plant a few lilies or hundreds. 
To get your copy, send 25c coin or 
stamps, TODAY! 
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LEARN THE BRANDS! 


@ The manufacturers’ brand names‘in the advertisements in FLOWER GROWER 
are the quickest, most accurate method of ordering the exact products you want. 





pn OWN NURSERIES HOLLAND 


FROM OU! 


We Invite You to Send Today For 
Our FREE 1956 Spring Catalog 
This Latest Edition Lists All of Our Newest 


Creations and Finest Standard Varieties of 


GeJAGER SUPERB QUALITY BULBS 


GLADIOLUS, LILIES, BEGONIAS, DAHLIAS 
and many Other Varieties of Bulbs and Tubers 


deJager Bulbs are Known the World Over For Their High Pro- 
ductivity and Beautiful Blooms. Our Nurseries in Heiloo, Holland 
Were Established Nearly 90 Years Ago and are Still Operated by 
the deJager Family. 


You will be pleasantly surprised when you see the beauty of your 
deJager bulb planting. Because we grow and market our own 
bulbs exclusively we are able to offer our superb quality varieties 
at prices no higher than ordinary stock. 


We Pay All Postage Costs in the U.S. and Canada. 
Your deJager FREE 1956 Spring Catalog is Waiting. Send today. 
Canadian Address; P. deJager & Sons, Hamilton Rd RR8&, London, Ontario 
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house plants and certainly in a green- 
house where one can maintain the neces- 
sary high humidity. However, Spanish 
moss seldom thrives in the North. 

Fittonia Verschaffelti argyoneura 
is not too difficult to grow as a 
house plant especially if it is given 
the ameliorating influence of a ter- 
rarium. Whenever I see this plant | 
am reminded that, when we were living 
in Brooklyn, an old Italian who had 
charge of the orchid houses in Prospect 
Park told me that he was growing Fit- 
tonia argyroneura as a_ submerged 
aquatic. Thinking he was pulling my 
leg, I said I was from Missouri and 
loped over to Prospect Park one after- 
noon to see for myself. Sure enough, 
there were several plants of fittonia sub- 
merged in a shallow tank of water 
which occupied the center of the house 
to help humidify the air for the orchids 
which were growing on the stages above. 
He insisted they had been there for 
several weeks. 

The only anthurium I have ever at- 
tempted to grow in our home is the 
one pictured at the right on the top shelf. 
This rivals orchids in the long-lasting- 
ness of its inflorescence. The actual 
flowers of anthurium are very tiny, and 
are produced in succession on the spadix, 
which is the name of the slender curled 
part of the inflorescence. The showy 
heart-shaped structure is the spathe 
which serves as a “come-hither” organ. 
I kept tabs on one and it lasted three 
months before it faded. This plant be- 
longs to the araceae, the Jack-in-the- 
pulpit family, which is really noteworthy 
for the numerous species that can adapt 
themselves to home conditions. .Among 
the genera which are well-known as 
house plants are aglaonema, ho- 
malomena, syngonium, philodendron, 
monstera, nephthytis, dieffenbachia, 
scindapsus and schismatoglottis. 

A word of warning perhaps is in 
order concerning the araceae, the juice 
of which contains calcium oxalate crys- 
tals which may cause trouble if anyone 
is impelled to taste them. A friend of 
mine told me that he was foolish enough 
once to taste a portion of the stem of 
dieffenbachia. This caused his tongue 
to swell so that he was unable to eat 
or speak for three days, which explains 
two English names of dieffenbachia: 
dumb-cane and mother-in-law plant. 

Another plant family which has a 
number of members capable of thriving 
under house conditions is the ges- 
neriaceae which includes America’s fa- 
vorite house plant of today, the 
saintpaulia, better known as African- 
violet; and gloxinia, which the botanists 
tell us we now have to call sinningia. 
Others are episcia (the 4th plant from 
the right on the bottom shelf) and col- 
umnea. It is rather astonishing that 
these plants take so well to house cul- 
ture, because they do not have the 


FLOWER GROWER 








tough, leathery or waxy cuticle which 
used to be considered necessary for 
plants that we attempted to grow in the 
home. It is possible for some amateurs 
to grow better saintpaulias than profes- 
sionals do in greenhouses. 

Another plant family, the bego- 
niaceae, also contains a number of 
species which are amenable to house 
conditions. Some of these are easy to 
grow such as wax begonia, beefsteak 
begonia, and angel wing begonia, of 
which there are many varieties. A little 
difficult is the so-called calla _be- 
gonia which apparently does not like 
hot nights, the rex begonia, opposed to 
dry air, and Christmas begonia. 

Marantaceae is another family group 
which has great possibilities for house 
culture. There are two genera of maran- 
taceae to be seen on the shelves. The 
one on the top is Calathea Makoyana; 
on the shelf beneath it is a prayer plant, 
Maranta  leuconeura Massangeana, 
which gets its English name from the 
prayerful position of leaves in the dark. 

The plant that really sends me in this 
collection is the little anoectochilus, an 
orchid which I have not seen since 1910. 
This rare plant is grown primarily for 
the beauty of its foliage which resembles 
that of a glorified rattlesnake orchid 
(goodyera) commonly found in the 
woods in the Eastern part of North 
America. I can remember about forty- 
five years ago seeing two or three species 
of anoectochilus growing in the Royal 
Botanic Gardens at Kew, England. 

Now I am in a quandary. Shall I, to 
make room for a selection of kinds in- 
cluded on the FLOWER GROWER shelf, 
get rid of the orchids and saintpaulias 
(I’m going to insist on calling African- 
violets by their right name!) that now 
take up a large part of my study or 
shall I risk arousing the ire of my wife 
(remembering that I already have two 
strikes against me) by spreading them 
all over the house again? I think I shall 
wait until the fall before making a de- 
cision because: (a) I expect to be away 
from home for a couple of months; 
(b) I may get tired of looking at only 
orchid plants; and (c) there may be 
casualties so that I shall have to get a 
new stock of plants. 

If I should decide to throw my 
hat over the windmill I would try to 
get these house plants: Cryptanthus 
bromelioides tricolor, Anthurium Wa- 
rocqueanum, Calathea Makoyana, 
Anoectochilus Roxburghi (orchid), 
begonia IRON CRoss (rex hybrid), 
Homalomena_ Wallisi, Philodendron 
Ilsemanni, peperomia WVERSCHAFFELTI, 
Pleomele SONG oF INDIA, aphelandra 
FASCINATOR (A. squarrosa?), Aphelandra 
aurantiaca, Chamaeranthemum igneum, 
Ananas comosus variegatus, Osmanthus 
ilicifolius variegatus, Costus sangui- 
neus, Episcia cupreata var. ACAJOU, Be- 
gonia rex var. MERRY CHRISTMAS.® 
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Send 25¢ for America’s Finest . 


The Peony - Iris - Daylily 
Book preferred by beginners 
and connoisseurs alike! Giant 
new 1956 edition has 64 
color pages with very newest 
varieties plus 100’s of old 
favorites. Latest gardening 
tips; dozens of money-saving 
collections. Truly a perennial 
grower’s guidebook! Order 
Now: 


Cc FREE with Daylily order 
R send 25¢ for peewee 
and “get FREE Dwarf Iris 


. ALL NATURAL COLOR 
Peony — lris — Daylily 
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. oR GET IT FREE with Tuis 
Introductory DAYLILY Offer 
Daylilies are now major garden flowers 
and the “Hemerocallis craze” is sweeping 
America. Everyone’s growing these hardy 
perennials that “raise themselves” and re- 
peat each year with lovely 5” to 12” 
blooms May to frost. Thrive any 
place with % day or more sun. Starter col- 
lection of 10 luxurious varieties in cream, 
yellow, orange, pink & red—ppd. in U.S., 

only $3 (no C. O. D.). 


Special: Low Price! 
DAYLILIES 
* re" 10 plants 


= 
$300 


Seder Seite ork eS ans we We a in time 
for you to have blooms this year! WRITE TODAY: 


Gilbert H Wild & Son 


DEPT. FG-46 SARCOXIE, MISSOURI 
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For deep-down, permanent weed ie & 


, get the weed killer that WEEDONE EASY WEED-AWAY SPRAYER 
pioneered the field. It costs no more! CG SEES GM, G-G e 
Weedone—first, and still the best-known naine in selec- 
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No part of the weed can resist it. Hence, no ---the power to kill over 100 
part remains alive to regrow. With Weedone, you kill weeds and woody plants, including 
weeds dead—and they stay dead! dandelions, plantains, poison ivy, 
You can entrust the beauty care of your lawn to polson oak, and brambles 
Weedone with extra confidence. Let it show you—and ++. Nothing to injure the grass 
your neighbors—a lawn that’s smoother, thicker, really 
carpetlike. Banish those weeds all season long. Just Sidon” plas m kbwe quty 
= them away with Weedone—First with the kill — 
sts. e+. nothing to harm people or pets 
























8-oz. can $1 1-qt. can $2.75 1-gal. can $6.75 







Knock out your lawn’s 
worst enemy with 


These wonderful new herbicides, con- 
WEEDONE taining ACP’s exclusive chemical for- 
mula Amizol, are true specifics for 
these weed pests. 


6-0z. canister $1.25 24-02. canister $3.35 














containing SODAR 


Now—rid your lawn of ugly sprawling infecti 
Wonder what’s “infecting” your flowers, 
crab grass. This is the most “Siloctive =~ fruits, vegetables? Spray them with the new 

































































the powerful ACP GARDEN DOCTOR 
disodium methylarson- No need to diagnose the trouble. This 
ate) q » Surely and per- wonder-working new new product acts like 
tly. No more grubbing. Say good- a garden, “penicillin” —controls 

bye to crab grass for good. Application tically all common diseases an 
is casy. Follow sim) on can sects on flowers, vegetables, B.A 
4-02. can $1.25 2-b. can $6.75 8-oz. canister $1.49 1-Ib. canister $2.69 
12-02. can $2.75 6-ib. can $19.50 2%-lb. canister $6.45 

At Garden Supply and Hardware Stores T WEEDONE | 











AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO., Ambler, Pa. - Niles, calif. Heim 
Pioneers in Chemical Gardening Aids © Originators of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T Weed Killers | WEEDONE | 
P.$.-Ask your dealer for free copy of the fascinating booklet “Guide to Better Lawns and Gardens.” 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


How-to hints 
for pot plants 


OTOCRAPHS BY WALTER SINCER 


The pot-bound plant shows an almost 
solid mass of roots. Adding fertilizer 
might improve growth, but it’s better to 
shift plant to pot about 2 inches larger in 
diameter so that fertile soil may be added 
about roots. Water thoroughly to settle soil. 





Proper drainage in pots is important. Three 
steps are shown starting with pot on the 
left: (1) crockery placed over drainage 
hole; (2) small pebbles added; (3) dry 
leaves, preferably oak, are added to keep 
soil from sifting to bottom of the pot. 





New England 
Daffodil Show 


e@ The first New England Daffodil 
Show of the American Daffodil So- 
ciety will be presented April 24 and 
25 at the Drive-In Office of the Put- 
nam Trust Company, Greenwich, 
Connecticut. 

The schedule will include classes 
for each division and sub-division 
of narcissi as listed by the Royal 
Horticultural Society, as well as 
arrangements featuring narcissi. The 
exhibition will be open to the public 
free, and classes will be open to all. 
This is the first joint venture of the 
Greenwich garden clubs. All eight 
of them are sponsoring the show. 











FOR YOUR ARRANGEMENT SCRAPBOOK 


Flower decorations 


for office buildings 


Ce RRND le REAR tril i pare Toit pc r| 


Mrs. Lowry designed arrangement for ALCOA Bldg. 


in special places and for different occasions 

goes beyond the monstrous basket or horse- 
shoe of flowers we once encountered at gala open- 
ings of offices, banks or art exhibitions. Modern 
office buildings frequently display flower arrange- 
ments in suitable containers, or tropical plants set 
in locations which might formerly have held an 
ornament or artificial flowers. Mrs. William F. 
Lowry of Pittsburgh has created flower arrange- 
ments for some of our most modern office 
buildings. 

When United States Steel, Duquesne Light, 
Fidelity Trust Company and the leading depart- 
ment stores of Pittsburgh wanted special decora- 
tions, they selected Mrs. Lowry to “do the 
flowers.” The arrangement at right was designed 
for the board room of the Aluminum Company of 
America and was particularly dramatic in its lofty 
skyscraper setting. The room is surrounded by 
glass walls, and the sky view is only broken by the 
occasional silhouetted tops of other great new 
buildings. Mrs. Lowry considered the scale of 
the setting when she made this arrangement, for 
it is 6 feet tall. The cattails, mullein, stalks and 
palm spathes have tremendous vitality and 
rhythmic pattern for a permanent arrangement 
and present a structural background for the enor- 
mous chrysanthemums. 

A versatile designer, Mrs. Lowry catches the 
mood of special occasions. She sparks her ar- 
rangements with gaiety when they are made for 
weddings, teas and receptions. She lectures, and 
she has had her own television show, “Say It With 
Flowers.” She has made flower arrangements for 
the Carnegie Art Institute. Well schooled in the 
special characteristics of various periods in design, 
Mrs. Lowry adapts them skillfully to serve a par- 
ticular purpose today. Her containers are often 
composites from varied sources which she has 
recognized as expressive forms to convey her own 
idea, sometimes baroque, sometimes an idea of 
utter simplicity. 

In her demonstrations Mrs. Lowry employs 
many devices which only the creative person could 
dream up, making possible fantastic forms for 
flowers. When she lectured at The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York recently, she: de- 
scribed and illustrated the influence on contempo- 
rary flower arrangement of all periods of design. 

—MARGET COCHRANE COLE 


‘eee THE DEMAND FOR SIGNIFICANT DESIGNS 
















New Free - 
Garden 


Folder 


tells how F- 
low-cost ..! 


Wouldn’t you like to wipe out last year’s 
disappointments — make this year’s lawn 
and garden the envy of your neighbors? 

Gardens, flowers, lawns, respond to 
Hybro-Tite, which supplies potash plus 
19 trace minerals. These trace minerals 
often release “locked up” soil nutrients 
—make them available for plant feeding 
and healthy plant growth. 


Let this low-cost natural rock soil con- 
ditioner help you grow more beautiful 
—a more luxuriant lawn —help 

your garden thrive even in hot, dry 
weather. Get a free c of “How to 
Have Lovelier Lawns and Gardens.” 













_,. 2 Address: Box FG-4 
Write = POTASH ROCK COMPANY 
: OF AMERICA, INC. 
Today : Lithonia, Georgia 





HYBRO- TITE* 





soll CONDITIONER 
©frademast of Potash Rock Company of America, Ine. 
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finest sprinklers 
for over 30 years. 
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and 10 ft. in length. Shipped prepaid, cash 

with order 


MARCH RAINMAKER MODEL R-4 
4 ft. spray line... $35.00 
MARCH RAINMAKER MOD 

6 ft. spray line..... 
MARCH RAINMAKE 

















10 ft. spray line................ $55 
March Automatic Irrigation Company 
Box 42-F Musk 











ORDER DIRECT — USE THIS HANDY COUPON 


MARCH AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION COMPANY 
BOX 42-F MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN 







Please semd «12.66 seer eeus Rainmaker Sprinklers 
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GARDENER INDOORS 


The Home 


Greenhouse 


by VICTOR GREIFF 


REENHOUSE PLANTS are just South- 

i ern plants brought north of their 

hardiness range. Everyone who 

has traveled in the South knows the 

spectacular bougainvillea which pro- 

duces veritable floral fireworks as it bil- 

lows over porches, roofs and fences. A 

careful look shows that the color is in a 

set of bracts surrounding a cluster of 
insignificant trumpet-shaped flowers. 

The fastest-growing, magenta-flow- 
ered, smooth-leaved form is probably 
Bougainvillea glabra. There are now 
many hybrids in brilliant and pastel 
colors of crimson, orange, tangerine and 
even white. 

Bougainvillea can be grown in pots 
or tubs, or over stakes, frames or trel- 
lises. I prefer to plant it in a large tub 
or in the ground and train it up on the 
rafters where it feels at home and re- 
wards the gardener. 

A continuous campaign against mealy 
bugs is required, especially if gaseous 
poisons cannot be used. The falling 
bracts must be picked up from shelves, 
benches and plants, and the vine must 
be kept to the desired limits by drastic 
pruning. In summer its rampant growth 
is helpful in shading other plants. Cut- 
tings taken in late summer from small 
half-ripened wood are easily rooted in 
sand. 

This month the greenhouse serves the 
outdoor garden by harboring up near 
the glass flats of annual seedlings; be- 
gonia tubers; gladiolus; tuberoses; 
acidanthera; sprouting dahlia tubers to 
supply cuttings; cuttings from stock 
plants that have been carried over such 
as coleus, iresine, impatiens, dusty miller 
(centaurea), mint and rose geraniums, 
pineapple-sage, geranium, fuchsia and 
heliotrope. Will planting-out weather 
come and save our life before the burst- 
ing point is reached? Oh for that elastic 
greenhouse! 

At this time the coldframe is of great 
value. Many fiats of spaced or potted 
seedlings sojourn there, relieving the 
congestion indoors. As they grow, and 
the weather approaches planting-out 
temperature, the little plants are “hard- 
ened off,” with the gradual opening of 
the frame each day. This eases the 
shock of transition and makes them bet- 
ter able to survive wher: set out. 

Landscape planning affects a green- 
house owner’s life in two ways. 

First: The greenhouse, either as part 
of the house or away from it, is beauti- 
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“METROLITE 


on a basic house 10°8” by 4’8”, bal- 
ance in twelve easy monthly payments. 


Enjoy healthful creative gardening all 
year round in your own Back Yard. The Econo- 
mical METROLITE designed by one of the world’s 
largest commercial greenhouse manufacturers, is 
factory glazed, pre-fabricated FROM THE GROUND 
UP ...(no basic walls to build first). Comes com- 
plete with vent machine. Easy-to-foliow instruc- 
tions for simple, do-it-yourself assembly. Addi- 
tional 4’8” sections available. Write for FREE 
BROCHURE; also wv about our pre-cut alu- 
minum Hobby H 


WETROESEIAN GREENHOUSE MFG. CORP. 





PURPLE-FLOWERING 
CATTLEYAS IN BUD 9.95 ea. 
F.O.B. Monroe. Cash with order, please. 
Express shipment recommended. 

Member of American.Orchid Society. 
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ, O-chid, 


Dept. A Michigan 
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YOU, TOO, CAN GROW 
Prize-winning 


AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


For two years the prize- 
winning blossoms at the 
National African Violet 
Show have been grown 
with Plant Marvel... the scientifically bal 
anced, 100% water-soluble plant food. It 
supplies the entire root system with the na 
tural, concentrated food elements needed 
for rapid, healthy growth and bloom. Very 
easy and economical to use... a 35 cent 


















package makes 68 quarts, 75¢ package 
makes 125 gals., $1.25 package makes 250 
gals. of rich liquid food. 


FREE SAMPLE: Write for free sample and a 
copy of our African Violet folder. 


PLANT MARVEL 


Dept. FG-46 
622 W. 119th St., Chicago 28, Ill. 
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SSEROST 


AN’T HARM 
PLANTS 


Flowers and 
Vegetables 


3 WEEKS 
EARLIER! 


Give your favorite ete one vegeta- 
bles an earlier SAFE st HOTKAPS 
provide individual HOTHOUSES for 
seedlings and young plants, give posi-+ 
tive protection against frost, storms, 
sun, insects. 


Hotkaps 


BIG GARDEN PKG. of 25 only 95c-Setter Free 


ATTENTION COMMERCIAL GROWERS! 
Larger Pkgs. of 100, 250, 1000 
“ . 
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Strong, dark green “‘in- 
visible’’ tapes with wire 
N reinforcing — protect 
stems, speedily and 


permanently saneest 
annuals, perennials, 
vines, shrubs, and veg- 
etables. 


WIST-EMS” 


Box of 200, 
4-inch size, 25¢ 
Box of 100, 
16-inch sige, 


Bcinch size, 25¢ 


$-inch size, LOY 





ful in form, with its slender framework 
and attractive appearance from the out- 
side—frosted glass in winter and cool- 
looking shaded glass in summer. The 
greenhouse, by proper planting and use 
of walls and terraces, can be made an 
integral part -of the outdoor garden. 

Second: The sophisticated greenhouse 
amateur finally reaches a stage at which 
he “landscapes” his planting under glass. 
The main purposes are to utilize sun- 
light and space to the utmost and to 
grow large old specimen plants of 
beauty and interest. The great show 
houses of the botanical gardens— 
notably the duPont Longwood Gardens 
at Kennett Square, Pennsylvania—actu- 
ally have classical formal gardens under 
glass, with lawns and flowering trees and 
shrubs. The Coe Greenhouses at Plant- 
ing Fields, Long Island, now the home 
of a state school of ornamental horti- 
culture, are notable for their camellia- 
lined walks. A high arched house has 
rare flowering vines on each arch. 
These sights are the amateur’s dream as 
he packs his plants three layers deep in 
his tiny greenhouse. 

Vines up near the glass, flats of 
seedlings or sun-loving cacti and succu- 
lents are fine shade for hanging pots 
of orchids, ferns and trailers, and racks 
of exotics and rex begonias. Great 
ingenuity can be shown in the effort to 
create the necessary conditions for more 
species of plants, but the overall effect 
of beauty should never be slighted in 
this quest.® 





ris.c'as, 10% 





250 ft. contin- 
uous roll, $1 


Ideal support for 
SWEET PEAS, 
GARDEN PEAS, 











i. minutes. Doesn't 
rot like string, nor 
burn tendrils like 
wire. 


TRAIN: ETTS’ 


Oren, 65 ¢ Sisk> 85 S5¢ inchs $125 
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Amazing protection for newly 
planted seeds, berries, tender 
seedlings, fruit trees, etc. Made 
of shining aluminum, FLYING 
DISKS spin and whirl madly 
in all directions—give blinding { 
reflections and weird jingling, 
crackling sounds —to scare 
birds and animals away. Easily 
strung across area to be pro- s 
tected—or from branches cf ‘ YL 


zs 
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fruit trees and vines. 


10 FLYING DISKS with complete instroctions, only 2st 


LVING DISK 


from your 
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Reader Ideas 


@ You will now have an opportu- 
nity to participate in your magazine 
in a new way. Rather than writing 
on one specific subject, send us good 
ideas from your own experience that 
will help fellow-readers make their 
gardening easier, more efficient or 
their gardens more beautiful. 

Let’s hear about gadgets you've 
made, tools you've improvised or 
unusual ways you employ imple- 
ments to speed or improve the main- 
tenance of your garden. The method 
you used to build a terrace, steps or 
other garden ornaments may be just 
what someone else is looking for. 
If you’ve found an unusual use for 
some plant or have achieved a color- 
ful combination in your outdoor or 
window-garden, let’s hear about it, 
too. 

For each idea that is published, 
you will receive $5.00 plus a copy 
of the outstanding mew book, “A 
Treasury of American Gardening,” 
and an additional $5.00 for a draw- 
ing or photograph submitted and 
published to illustrate your idea. 
(Sorry, but no ideas can be returned.) 

Send Ideas To: 
Reader Ideas, Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, New York 
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for Du Pont 
Garden Dusts 


Here’s a new unbeatable, work-sav- 
ing combination for home gardeners. 
Four of the most popular Du Pont 
garden chemicals are now packaged 
in the revolutionary, new Du Pont 
Squeeze-Duster...the fastest, cleon- 
est, most convenient and attractive 
garden-dust applicator ever devised. 
Just squeeze the soft “Alathon’’* 
package and plants are dusted effec- 
tively and evenly. That's all that's 
needed for complete insect and dis- 
ease protection! Ask for Du Pont 
Squeeze-Dusters at your local dealer. 
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These tT Beh on 


Covers evenly 
from any angle 





* Registered trademark tor 
Du Pont’'s polyethylene resin 
*£6 Us Pat.orf 


BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING ... THROUGH CHEMISTRY 





A FLOWER GROWER FEATURE 


the(,arden Workbench 


You can give your house plants a summer vacation 


by providing them with an attractive window shelf 


HAT TO DO with your house plants 
W during the summer months is 
sometimes quite a problem. If 
you keep them indoors, you know that 
you are not giving them the best grow- 
ing conditions. Some, however, must 
remain indoors because they cannot 
stand the rigors of the outdoors. How- 
ever, those sturdy ones can be displayed 
outside your windows if you build a 
shelf for them. Shown here are several 
ideas you may wish to consider. 
The pot-shelf in the drawing below 
is very easily made and it can be as 
decorative as you like—depending on 


DRAWING FOR FLOWER GROWER BY FRANK G. SCHWARZ 


your taste and whether or not you have 
access to a band saw. As you can see 
in the drawing, the shelf member and 
the cornice are made of %-inch stock 
and the bracket of 2-inch material. The 
heavier material is needed for the 
bracket because it carries all the weight. 

We show a pattern for the decorative 
cornice. This can be changed to suit 
your taste. If you do not care to cut your 
own cornice, you can purchase them 
already cut from many lumber dealers. 
These are the same as used on windows 
indoors. 

Holes for the pots are made with a 


sabre, jig or coping saw. The size of 
the hole, of course, depends on the size 
of the pot to be inserted. The hole is 
made just large enough to rest on the 
pot lip, as shown in the detail drawing. 

Shelf length is also variable. It should 
be based on the width of the window. 
The shelf looks best when it protrudes 
a little beyond the window on each side. 
The width of the shelf, again, depends 
on the size of the pot. Generally, 
though, you will find that a shelf 10 to 
12 inches wide will suit your purpose. 

Some house-plant enthusiasts may say 
that the pots will dry out excessively 
when left exposed like this. They may, 
but not if you provide some means to 
prevent it. Such an arrangement is the 
pot-in-pot. Make the hole in the shelf 
for a pot one or two sizes larger than 
the one the plant is growing in. Set the 


POT HOLE DETAIL. 


34" stock 


2" stock 


PATTERN 


A pot-shelf and how it is made. This is actually a shelf with holes provided for each pot. Shelf and decorative cornice 
are made of %-inch lumber; the brackets should be made of 2-inch stock. Paint shelf the same color as the house or trim. 














PHOTOGRAPHS SY MAX TATCH 


Pot-shelf is used as a garage feature. 
It can be used on almost any window. 


Simple shelf shows off plants to best 
advantage. Anchor plants to the shelf. 


larger pot in the hole, and rim the inside 
and bottom with a layer of damp sphag- 
num or peatmoss. Then set your plant 
in. Around the sides and on the bottom, 
then, there will be a layer of moist moss 
between the pots. If this moss is kept 
moist your plants will not dry out too 
fast. You will have to keep a constant 
check on them, for they may need water 
every day. 

The pot-shelf can be used on almost 
any window in the house or for dressing 
up windows on other buildings. Note 
how a similar shelf was used on a 
garage window in the photograph at 
the top of the page. 

A simple shelf is shown in the pho- 
tograph which appears above. This is 
merely a plain shelf and the plants rest 
on it—not in holes. Again you will have 
to make provisions to keep the plants 
from drying out. In the photograph 
you will notice that each plant is in a 
glazed pot which will not dry out as 
fast as one made of clay. Of course, 
you can also use a pot-in-pot arrange- 
ment. 

Plants on a simple shelf will also have 
to be provided with some means for 
keeping them upright and not toppling 
in a wind. Anchoring them to the shelf 





Clean roses mean 
healthy roses—more 
beautiful roses. Niag- 
ara Pomo-Green will 
keep your rose garden, 
other flowers and or- 
namentals free from 
blight, mildew, black 
spot, aphids and all 
harmful pests. It’s 
colored leaf-green. An 
all-purpose formula 
for pest control. Easy 
to apply; economical, 
too. 

Ask your dealer for a 
FREE Dust and Spray 
Guide, or write us. 


fac 


DUST OR SPRAY 


cope 1100 wert wri ces. 


e 
Niagara GARDEN PRODUCTS 


Niagara Chemical Division 














COOPER - 
quiet - easy 


“KLIP 

REEL TYPE 

18” and 20” 
widths 


> COOPER- 
powered by B&S 
4-cycle air 
cooled engines 


COOPER 
“Cyclo-Mo” 


BEFORE 
You 


ANY 
POWER 
MOWER 


See a demonstration on your 
own lawn. Write for litera- 
ture and name of dealer. 


COOPER MANUFACTURING CO, 


803-805 South First Ave. 
MARSHALLTOWN, IOWA 





Send me prices, literature and full 
information 


Name 
Address 
City Zone——State _. 

















Window shadow boxes are most suitable 
for plants which need some protection. 


is the easiest way. With a clay pot this 
can be done by driving a large-headed 
nail (like a roofing nail) through the hole 
and into the shelf. 

This trick works especially well for 
you when you use the pot-in-pot ar- 
rangement. The large pot is anchored 
to the shelf and it holds the plant in the 
smaller pot in position. By having just 
the large pot anchored, it also means 
that you can remove and replace plants 
without having to take the nail out. 
With other types of pots, you may have 
to scheme up something to suit the in- 
dividual pot. 

If your plants are sturdy enough to be 
outside, but you still want to give them 
a little protection from strong sun and 
wind, you can make a window shadow 
box. Such an arrangement is shown in 
the photograph which appears on this 
page. 

Here, the entire window is framed. 
The plants either rest on the bottom 
shelf or the side shelves. The number 
of side shelves you can fit in depends 
on the height of the window and also 
the height of the plants you have. These 


shelves should be securely fastened by | 


dadoing the frame and nailing to the 
house. 
All of these shelves should be painted 


the same color as the house or trim. | 


To show the plants off to best advan- 


tage, you want the shelf to look as | 


inconspicuous as possible. 

Also, by painting the shelf so that it 
blends in with the house, you avoid that 
“added on” look. If you want to use 
pots, these, too, can be painted to 
achieve perfect harmony. 

—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 


when you're controlling pests the fast, 
easy woy . . . WITH a John BEAN 
POWER SPRAYER . 


The SPARTAN 


High pressure pump 

puts controlled mist 
‘ay high, wide and 
nm some! 


15 or 30-gal. Bonderized 
tank resists rust! 


Easy starting Briggs & Stratton engine. (Electric 
motor optional) 
Adjustable pistol-grip gun. 
Big, smooth rolling ball bearing wheels. 
Newly designed mechanical and jet agitation. 
The Shay Pat 
Easy to move @ Easy to operate 
Easy to store 
No better sprayer of its size 
ever made! 


You can also choose from the 
complete line of John Bean tank 
and hand 


a | 


Write for New Catalog No. L-1141 Today: 
Ms * 
John BEAN 
§ Fond aechine : 


y and Chemical Corp 
NG 4, MICH AN JOSE 3, CALIF 











Learn to do it yourself and save with 
the advice of experts in every field! 
New catalog now available from— 


The Macmillan Compan Ly 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 


ELLE. 


LLL LLL LLL LLL. 





—FLOWER GROWER— 
America’s favorite gardening aid 





PLANT INDOORS OR OUTSIDE 


RED—Red Imp, Midget. Tom Thumb, Oakington Ruby. 
PINK—Rouletti, Sweet Fairy, Tinker Bell. 
WHITE—Pixie, Cinderella. 


Your Choice—Any 3 for $4.50 or Any 7 for $8.95 Postpaid 
. . » For Airmail delivery add 20c per plant. 


Send for complete Miniature Rose list. 


JOHN THUMB 


BOX 132-FG Portland 7, Oregon 


FLOWER GROWER 











GARDENER INDOORS BETTER GARDENS 
MORE BEAUTIFUL LAWNS | 





New Books 


PLANT PROPAGATION PRAC- 
TICES. By James S. Wells. 344 pp. 
Ii. $7.50. Macmillan. 


Plant propagation has always been the 
most highly specialized activity of the 
nurseryman’s business. The degree of skill 
required to produce many familiar trees 
and shrubs—material which can be pur- 
chased from most retailers or road-side 
stands—-will astonish the uninitiated. The 
failures, losses and their causes are seldom gordon: and towns AND ;.. yew fide os you woik, 
appreciated by the average home owner, F = Superider spreads seed and fertilizer, handles heavy 
as he may not know of the care given to , leads and gang mowers with ease—costs 
plants before they become his property. surprisingly little. Present Super Tuffy owners can 
Some of these problems come to light in convert to Superider at low cost. 
this book. * ' 

James S. Wells wrote the book for the © dl gen ape Po 
beginning nurseryman who wishes to t specific we ae All ore es eaperty petty sutaned Su for 
undertake his own plant propagation, but 


it will undoubtedly have a wider appeal. mae 


He gives some advice on the selection of 
a suitable nursery site with reference to QW 
shelter, type of soil, water, and other 


amenities. He rightfully stresses the need Single Wheel Hoe Fertilizer Spreader aoe Jiffy Seeder Grass Edger Gorden Plow 
for soil conservation and the maintenance 
of soil fertility at all times, the practice Finest Write for details today! 

of contour planting to reduce erosion and in the S$. L. ALLEN & CO., Inc. 
the possible necessity for terracing on Field 3449 N. Sth St., Philadelphia 40, Pa. 
readily erodible slopes. 

He then goes quite extensively into the 
types of structure required for propagation, 
greenhouses, including detailed plans for . 
th conserection Wad Mab Gober tien ae For more gardening pleasure the year around, read 
a sash ‘house, and coldframes. He dis- FLOWER GROWER—America’s favorite gardening aid 
cusses the problem of shade, both for en- 
closed glass structures and outside beds, 
and deals fully with installation. our 

One chapter entitled “Water, Heat, and | } How to landsce pe y poaperss for 
Light” contains basic information of im- more beauty, use and enjoyment—AT LOW COST! 
mense importance not only to the young 
propagator, but, because of the lucid ex- A GUIDE TO 


planation, to older nurserymen who may - [ ¢ e 


not previously have fully understood the 
: 12 BiG CHAPTERS GIVE By DONALD J. BUSHEY, Prof 
y : , Profes- 
Free Program Aids f ss YOU EXPERT ADVICE ON - | Sn ren manenpnaps ¥ 
‘ Floriculture an rnamenta orticulture, Corne 
Garden Club Officers @ Selecting o Site University. You can save money while you increase 
° yg | the House your property value with this comprehensive, prac- 
e FLower Grower will send free pr a tical, gee angel J ores eg ing _ garden- 
lub offi : ing. In nearly profusely illustra pages, 
of 3 — Bs 8 ect tillhe as Sn Driveways and Side~ Donald Bushey tells you the right way to select, plan 
ag f Gidea list of walks for, plant and maintain vines, shrubs, trees, plants, 
rages 4 ons shee f wee, Lawns flowers, lawns. He covers his subject completely— 
basic and current titles of interest —_ and P sata from selecting a site if you're planning a new home 
to home gardeners. : - a oT to renovating and transplanting established growth. 
Films for Gardeners, a selection ik,’ Peet aa The book’s detailed sections on foundation plantings, 
of motion pictures on gardening Readsides dnd Mome border plantings and hobby gardens are supplemented 
available to garden clubs and groups. Lawns by a big yo list of plants, vines, shrubs and 
If you are an officer in a garden Foundation Plant- trees, with blooming times, dimactattaticn, mature 
ee Sat, Se eevee Sere ae Howe Sve! shaeninn Seaham delim -ondhaselirienaiae ped 
the above-mentioned amphlets, Border Plantings and P . 
write to Flower ME Dept Outdoor "tielee building an outdoor fireplace. Dozens of photographs, 
Garden Club 8 2049" Gra nd Rooms drawings and diagrams actually show you how to get 
: ’ Recreation at Home best results for least money—while you double your 
Central Terminal, New York 17, Hobby Gardens pleasure in developing and enjoying your property. 
N.Y. Plant Lists $4.95 at all bookstores, or 


McGRAW-HILL BOOK COMPANY, INC., New York 36, N.Y. tutte, 


BN ak (nappies gw Sear me memanot 
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FLOWER SEEDS 


Standing new variety 
with hybrid vigor at a 
popular price... Mardi 
Grashighlights the huge 
Mandeville Assortment 
for 56... a complete 
selection by America’s 
Flower Seed Specialists 
of new varieties and old 
favorites. It’s fun 
to buy from the Maas. 
ville Assortment with 
so many choices! 

SK TRIPLE-TESTED for (1) Germination, 

(2) Quality 


of Flowers, and (3) Com- 
pleteness of Mixtures 


“Show-How” Every Mandeville packet in- 
Packet cludes map showing when 

's to plant in your area, plus 

ee §=©pictures showing how to tell 

Your Success seedlings from weeds. 


44 6 


N. Y., Established 1876. 
MAKE SELECTIONS EARLY 
FOR WIDEST CHOICE! 


AT STORES ONLY— EVERYWHERE 





LIFETIME PLASTIC MARKERS 


STRONG — DURABLE — EASILY MARKED 


PREFERRED by Professional 
and Amateur Growers to 
identify all cuttings, seed- 
lings, plants and shrubs. 
Heavy gauge, white plastic 
is permanent, will not rot, 
withstands all weather and 
soil conditions. Reusable. 
Low cost. 


SAMPLE ASSORTMENT 


50 MARKERS — 10 ea. of A, C, D, 
F and 5 of B and H 


ONLY $1.00 :xi0 


OR, WRITE FOR OUR NEW 
QUANTITY PRICES AND SAVE! 


NO C.0.D.’S, PLEASE 


LIFETIME MARKERS 
10342 LANARK, DETRCIT 24, MICH. 


Far West: 1864 S. 120th St. 
Seattie 88, Wash. 
Department 2A 





Acawd 








Canada: C. A. Cruickshank, 
1015 Mt. Pleasant Rd. 
Toronto 12, Ontario. 





interplay of these factors in the vegetative 
propagation of plants. 

The foregoing occupies about one-sixth 
of the book; the remainder is devoted to 
the methods and the underlying reasons 
for propagation. In reading chapter by 
chapter, one realizes that in all probability 
more advance has been made in the art 
of rooting cuttings in the past twenty years 
than had previously occurred since the 
first use of crude glass structures. 

The author fully explains the use of 
various hormone-like substances to induce 
rooting or sometimes merely to increase 
the quality and rapidity of root production 
and the rise in the use of atmospheric 
humidification to a point that would have 
suggested the rotting of the whole crop to 
an older generation of propagators. In 
many tables Wells indicates the strength 
of a chemical appropriate for a given plant 
at the season of application, the results 
he has obtained and the possibility of 
duplicating them under carefully controlled 
conditions. He also covers grafting, be- 
ginning with the raising of the understocks. 

The book does not deal with all the 
trees and shrubs included in the catalogue 
of a good nursery, but confines itself to 
those broad-leaved and narrow-leaved ever- 
greens and some of the more desirable 
deciduous material which are in constant 
demand but frequently not too readily 
propagated. These subjects, however, are 
covered thoroughly. There are some 
references to the propagation of more com- 
mon shrubs and to herbaceous perennials. 

A lengthy appendix cites much reading 
material for those who wish to make a 
further study of this fascinating subject. 
It includes the names of firms from which 
the many items and supplies mentioned 
throughout the book may be obtained. 

The book indicates, in addition to skill, 
the close attention to detail required in 
planning production on a wholesale scale, 
often into tens of thousands of one kind 
of plant. 

Though Plant Propagation Practices will 
have the greatest interest for professional 
growers, it should be of more than passing 
interest to amateurs with a love for trees 
and shrubs.—J. H. BEALE 


GROWING PLANTS UNDER ARTIFI- 
CIAL LIGHT. By Peggie Schulz. Ilus- 
trated. 192 pages. $3.50. Barrows. 


Reading Growing Plants Under Artificial 
Light, you immediately come to the con- 
clusion that there are many possibilities in 
this segment of gardening—many more 
than thought possible. The range of plants 
—both flowering and foliage—that. Peggie 
Schulz has grown under artificial light, 
either in complete absence of sunlight or 
in partial sunlight, is amazing. 

There are many photographs showing 
ways in which artificial light can be used 
as a supplement or replacement for natural 
light. The book is simply written and can 
be easily understood by any gardener, as 
it contains very little technical or involved 
science which people so often associate 
with this subject—WimLiAM L. MEACHEM 


TREE & SHRUB 
Ghf ROOT FEEDING 
MADE EASY 





Now you can have healthy, luxu- 

riant root fed trees and shrubs with- 

out the back breaking labor of 
pounding hundreds of holes in soil. 

The automatic pile driver action of Pok-A- 
Hol's hammer weight does the work. You 
drive holes to fertilize tree and shrub feeder 
roots for healthy downward growth by 
simply lifting and releasing tke sliding steel 
weight on the shaft. A child can easily drive 
holes up to 24” deep even in heavy clay. 
Only $9.95 postpaid. $10.95 W of Denver. 
Money back guarantee. 


RICHARDS MERCHANDISING, INC. 
Dept. FG-4 « 2424 Euclid Ave. ¢ Cleveland 15, Ohio 








MEYER’S 
ZOYSIA 


(ZOYSIA 52) 
e Wonderful Turf 
e Easy Maintenance 


e Hardy to Michigan 


Write fer particulars 


MRS. JAMES MARKLAND 


1528 E. 67th St., Tulsa, Oklahoma 











390,000 families benefit from 
Flower Grower's helpful hints 

















FABULOUS FIVE 


IRIS you con brag about 
ONLY $5.00 rosroic 


(A $12.00 Catalog value) 


MYSTIC MELODY, cream standards and 
butter yellow falls. 

MOON GODDESS, Beautiful pale 
wisteria 

SAVAGE, hot bronze red 

HEATHER ROSE, 
tangerine beard 


VIGIL, showy snowy white 
Our colored catalog on Iris and Daylilies, offering 
a is ready for you. It’s different and it’s 


WELLS GARDENS 


P.O. Box #28 Rialto, Calif. 





rosy orchid-pink with 
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Every Garden Needs a Lilac 


[FROM PaGE 59] most irritating of these. 
They may get into the plant’s best 
stem, and in a year or two cause its 
death. In May and June you may see 
little telitale heaps of sawdust that show 
they are at work. The easiest treatment 
is with a commercial borer preparation 
that comes in a tube like tooth paste and 
is easy to squeeze into the borer hole. 
Repellant sprays are also being tried, 
and when perfected and thoroughly 
tested may prove quicker and more 
effective. Then there may be scale in- 
sects. They can be wiped off or sprayed 
with any good oil spray diluted accord- 
ing to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Many gardeners worry when mildew 
attacks the foliage in late summer. 
While it is unsightly, it is reassuring to 
know it does little, if any, harm to the 
plants. It is also encouraging to realize 
that plant breeders are developing vari- 
eties resistant to mildew, and even some 
with attractive autumn foliage color. 
Where should you plant lilacs? A 


single plant is effective just off the cor- |, 


ner of a house, or in an angle formed by 
a wing. Plants may line a path or road, 
or they may form a background for a 
flower border, or can be massed in a 
screen planting. 

It is strange that so many gardeners 
think of the improved varieties as 
“new.” Several good ones have been 
known in gardens for a century, and 
many more for half a century. 

Fifteen years ago any recommenda- 
tion that a garden writer could make 
was based on his own personal opinion. 
Now we have the results of two nation- 
wide surveys made by the American 
Association of Botanical Gardens and 
Arboretums to guide us. We can point 
to the consensus of opinion of more 
than thirty qualified experts who selected 
one hundred varieties out of the con- 
fusion of over 800 varieties. 

No one will go wrong in planting 
any one of that hundred. As most 
gardeners have room for only a few, 
here are some suggestions: single white, 
VESTALE or MoNT BLANC; double 
white, ELLEN WILLMOTT; single violet, 
Cavour or De MIRIBEL; double violet, 
MARECHAL LANNES; single blue, DeE- 
CAISNE or FIRMAMENT; double blue, 
OLIVIER DE SERRES; single lilac, the 
common lilac (Syringa vuigaris); double 
lilac, HENRI MARTIN; single pink, Lucte 
BALTET (rather dwarf, or at least very 
slow growing); double pink, MME. A. 
BUCHNER; single magenta, CAPITAINE 
BALTET or REAUMUR; double magenta, 
PAUL THIRION; and single purple, Lup- 
WIG SPAETH or Mrs. W. E. MARSHALL, 

If you want more recent novelties, 
drop me a line, care of the editor, 
and I'll tell you about some of my 
most recent favorities. 

Now all these are just plain selections 
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You've never used a flower 
bomb that works better, acts 
faster or lasts longer! Ready 
to use! Exclusive formula 
with Lindane, Rotenone, Pyre- 
thrins and Piperonyl Butoxide 
kills Aphids, Jap Beetles, 
Mites, Thrips, Leafhoppers, 
and many others. 

At your Dealers or write, 

“Bug-Z", Boyle-Midway Inc., 

22 E. 40th St., N. Y. 16, N. Y. 





























CYPRESS HOTBED 


Redicut Hotbeds, made in sections 
ready-to-assembie. 
peng: ag 


high, front. 2", in four si 
6’ x 4—$26.00 12° 
o x 4— 36.00 15’ 


ERECT YOUR OWN GREENHOUSE 


- . - SAVE MONEY 


guses 


” 
cient 


Each Yoho Greenhouse | is Page 
rately di and our 
plont. Saab cices Ui nteiee seccked an 
ony handy mon con re-assemble. Soave many 
dollars on construction costs. High # 
ov Clear, yeaa me Cypress or 
mouldings. all 
and fittings, Jouble got y glass, cametete 
cost except benches and foundations 
10° «x 12'—-$252.00 18° x 25'—$ 800.00 
10° x16’— 330.00 18° x50" 1460.00 
aie x 18’— 495.00 213 ** 50°— 1780.00 
144’ x 25’— 650.00 2114’ x 75'— 2570.00 


Order Direct and Save 


way YOHO & HOOKER 

















Pernma-Steel TRELLIS 


. «+ BRINGS NEW BEAUTY TO YOUR GARDEN! 


@ Popular Fan, Flared and Straight Trellises made from heavyweight steel, 
heevyweigh? 


snow white Dupont baked enamel finish or 


aluminum 


with embossed aluminum finish. Won't rot; insect and termite proof! 


A—FAN TRELLIS 72° nigh, 44° wide oF top b. 
B—STRAIGHT TRELLIS 92° nigh, 26° wide......... -. 


Steel or Aluminum $6.29 
.. Steel or Aluminum $6.95 


SHIPPED POSTPAID C—FLARED TRELLIS 92° high, 44” wide ot top 15” at bottom. . Steel or Aluminum $6.95 


TO YOUR HOME! 


ORDER TODAY... YOU'LL BE DELIGHTED! 


PERMA-STEEL FENCE CO., 222 Charles St., River Rouge, Mich. 




















MARKITS (above) 
combine all the es- 
sentials of good plant 
identification. 


Moided of durable weer eet plastic 

Full 2 square inches of horizontal writing 
easy-to-read angle. Always 

remains clean. Height—s inches. 

Grey-green color. 

Pencil writing tasts for years, easily erased 

for re-use. 

Anchors prevent turning and frost heaving. 


Postpaid— 25 for $1.25 
100 for $4.50 


PERMARKER 


PERMARKERS (right) are durable plas- 
tic labels, 2%" x 142” attached firmly to 
sturdy 14” non-corrosive steel supports. 
Easily removed for writing and other 
uses. Labels held at readable angle. 
Always stays clean. chor prevents 
turning, and frost heaving. 
Pencil writing lasts for years, but quickly 
erased for re-use. 

Colors, harmonizing grey-green or con- 
spicvous orange. 


Postpaid— 10 for $ 1.40 RF ng Fy 


00 for $12.25 
Permark Co., Inc. seem zit, ft —~ Lacaaemaia 








GROW MORE QUARTS OF STRAWBERRIES 
IN 60 TO 90 DAYS IN 5 FOOT AREA WITH 
THIS NEW EVERLASTING ALUMINUM... 


PYRAMID caRpDEN 


Adds interest and beauty to your garden. Produces 
a bigger and better crop of berries. 5 ft. size just 
right for 50 plants . . . complete Only $775 


SPECIAL! 5 ft. Aluminum Pyramid Garden with 50 
SUPERFECTION everbearing strawberry plants. 







MADE OF COMPLETE 
EVERLASTING Only 95 
ALUMINUM Toe 


*% EVERBEARING * omeae YIELDING 
bd ENORMOUS SIZE % IDEAL FOR FREEZING 


* FINEST FLAVOR 
ORDER NOW! Red Rich plants are still limited. 
Plants sent at proper planting time. 
RED RICH PRICES. Guaranteed, Prepaid. 
25 plants......$5.00 
50 plants. 100 plants....$15.00 
MAIL THIS COUPON WITH CHECK OR M.O. TODAY! 


coc ire NURSERIES 
, Minnesota 
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of the common lilacs. Gardeners who 
have the space ought, in addition, to 
grow some of the early Hybrids. The 
best known of these look very much 
like the common lilac, but bloom ten 
days or even two weeks earlier. The 
plants grow faster and larger, and are 
not well suited to small gardens. The 
flowers are lovely, but do not have a 
wide color range. Two of the best 
known varieties are LAMARTINE and 
NECKER. They have large open spikes 
of pinkish lilac color, and are single. 

The Persian lilac is closely related to 
the common lilac, indeed so close that 
most of the plants sold under the name 
Persian are hybrids between the two 
species. The plants are much more 
graceful than the common lilac, and 
fit into a general shrub border well. 

How can these lilacs be shown to 
their greatest advantage? Where they 
form the background for flower borders, 
many attractive combinations may be 
made with other flowers. Bleeding- 
heart, Phlox divaricata, early May- 
blooming irises, and Darwin or cottage 
tulips are all attractive in the foreground 
for their colors combine well with the 
colors of the different varieties of lilacs. 

A number of the older varieties of iris 
are particularly desirable. The old 
FLORENTINA, with its pearly grey color, 
is most harmonious with the darker 
lilacs, and will grow at the base of lilac 
plants for years without being disturbed. 
Iris KocHt and PURPLE KING form 
striking contrast to white lilacs. Most 
of the blue-purple intermediates, like 
FRITJOF and PRINCE VICTOR, combine 
well with bluish and purple lilacs. 

With tulips the combinations are 
almost endless. My greatest favorite 
was the old Darwin tulip ERGuste, 
which seemed to combine well with 
every variety of lilac. But alas, the 
Dutch growers no longer offer it, and 
I have not found its exact color in the 
new varieties. There are, however, a 
host of these new varieties with very 
lovely colors that can be used advan- 
tageously. Among these are DRAMMEN, 
LAFAYETTE, INSURPASSABLE, and Ma- 
VOURNEEN. In darker shades there are 
Faust, THE BisHop, BLACK EAGLE, and 
CoTE D’AZURE. 

Many lovely pink tulips are made 
even more charming by having purplish 
lilacs in the background. If you have 
the pink lilac MME. BUCHNER, try plant- 
ing in front of it tulip PRINCEss ELIza- 
BETH, or SMILING QUEEN, or CAROLINE 
TESTOUT. 

If you want a pleasing contrast, try 
in front of the lilac DECAISNE the yel- 
low tulip Mrs. Moon or the salmon 
Goop GRACIOUS. 

And finally, the white tulips CARRARA 
and GLACIER will fit in well with every 
lilac color and are particularly startling 
as a contrast to darker lilacs, such as 





Lupwic SPAETH and Mrs. MARSHALL.® 


“SPOT” KILLS WEEDS 


with Dow 2, 4-D Concentrate 


Dandelions, plantain, thistle, dock and 
other pesky weeds disappear. Each 
filling of Weed Wand kills more 
than 1,000 weeds. 

Lightly press Weed Wand to weed 
centers. Repeat treatment after 
one week to catch any weeds 
you may have missed. 
Protects precious plants. Safe 
to use in flower beds. Kills a 
LIMITED 


only the weeds you touch. 
Will not harm soil or grass, heen 
people or pets. SPECIAL 
WEED ha lee aw 
Ww 4, 
WAND Weed Killer 


ond 


Dow 2, 4-D (enough to cover 
Concentrate average lawn) 
(enough for Regular 
png $3.00 Value 
— NOW ONLY 
$]25 
$200 
Postpaid POSTPAID 


NO C. O. D.’S, PLEASE 





GRO-QUICK SALES 
DEPT. 2A 
10342 Lenerk 
Detrolt 24, Michigan 







































) QUALITY PREFABRICATED 


FENCING 


FOR EVERY PURPOSE 
INSTALL IT YOURSELF.. 
AND SAVE! 


BASKETWEAVE 


by er exactly 
alike . . . eliminating 
unsigh ly “Back Fence 












ALSO Colonial Estate, Parkway Rail, Hurdle; 
White Woven Picket, Rustic Picket, Boord 
Fence, Colonial Picket Fences and Gates. 





POST AND 
RAIL FENCE 


Increasingly 
home, estates and farms. 
Both 








FREE do-it- yeni fence booklet 


Here it is! Fully illustrated 8-page 
shows 





booklet w to install your own 
fencing. instructions give new and 
simple ways 





°. a wed rom home with 
rom 


Binns yan 
fonial p icket” F useful 
woven wood fences. Now A. can rx: it- 

















sent with complete fence catalog . 
without any obligation. Write to: 

Seren e- Date CORP. 
» Mahopac, New York 





DEALERS: 








few highly- Senrette 
sti available. Write for 
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156 Years of Lawn Mowers 


[FRom Pace 40] They were born in the 
1920’s. It may have sounded like a 
brand-new idea at the time, but actually 
the rotary mower is nothing more than 
a rotating, continuous power scythe— 
it tops the grass the same way our chap 
with strong arms did back in the early 
1800's. 

Since those early models with iron 
wheels and ancient engines, the basic 
idea of the rotary mower, again, hasn’t 
changed, but the design and looks cer- 
tainly have. In addition to gasoline en- 
gines, electric motors were used—and 
still are—to turn the blade. One real 
sporty model back in the 30’s even had 
a headlight for night mowing. 

As the lawn mower improved and 
mowing became less of a chore, lawns 
also improved. We all know a good 
lawn must be cut regularly and properly 
if it is to stay in the best condition. As 
the years went on, additional equipment 
came along to help us plant and main- 
tain a better lawn. 

Fertilizing is important. Back in the 
sheep days this may have been a by- 
product of the mowing process. Today 
it is much more practical and conveni- 
ent to employ other means of fertilizing 
than owning a small herd of sheep. 
Scientists knew that lawns needed more 


of the element nitrogen than did other 
plants, so we soon had special lawn 
fertilizers containing a high ratio of this 
element. These are still with us and are 
the bases of many good lawns. But 
things didn’t stop there. Recently a new 
plant food has been developed which is 
also ideal for lawns. This is a urea and 
formaldehyde combination which con- 
tains even more nitrogen. You will find 
this combination in Golden Vigoro, 
Borden’s 38 and Uramite. 

Next we wanted all lawn—no weeds! 
Early lawn perfectionists handled this 
situation by getting down on their hands 
and knees with knives and cutting out 
each weed by the roots. Today, this is 
as antiquated as Pete Henderson’s 1 
H.P. mower. Chemicals do the job 
today. First came 2,4-D to kill broad- 
leaf weeds such as dandelion and plan- 
tain. Crabgrass was the next victim of 
the test tube. There are few gardeners 
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The GOOD EARTH ) 


contains many unseen enemies of 
FLOWERS ¢ SHRUBS © LAWNS e VEGETABLES 


Shocking — but true. These enemies attack the roots of your plants 
—causing discolored foliage, sickly plants and shriveled vegetables. 
Foliage sprays do not kill them. 


That's why Fumi-Soil is the insecticide you have been waiting 
for. Fumi-Soil contains Ethylene Dibromide, a powerful insecticide 
in a small green gelatin capsule. It kills NEMATODES, WIRE- 
‘WORMS, ANTS, GRUBS, GARDEN CENTIPEDES, SOWBUGS 
and rids your soil of LANDCRABS and MOLES. Just place the 
capsules in your seed bed or near the roots of established perennial 
plants—it’s that simple. Fumi-Soil is economical—and it’s safe— 
fumes are released after the capsules are covered in the ground— 
capsules can be handled safely with the bare hands. 


Soil fumigation with Ethylene Dibromide is a proven method 
of controlling soil-borne pests. Cotton and tobacco farmers, com- 
mercial flower and vegetable growers have used it for years. The 
results are phenomenal! 


Now, you can enjoy the benefits of soil fumigation with Ethylene 
Dibromide—Fumi-Soil makes it possible. It assures healthier flowers, 
shrubs and vegetables. 


=—_—_= Ask your dealer for Fumi-Soil today or return 
the coupon to us. We suggest the 200-size pack- 
KILL SOIL PESTS 3 age for the average home. Spring is the best 
WTS <CEMT ; time to apply Fumi-Soil—order now. 


on 3, 
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Rush following Fumi-Soil Capsules 
No. of pkgs. Pkg. Size Price Each 
24 $1.45 
100 3.95 
200 6.95 

SOLD ON A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
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MTs. GARDEN MARKERS ror Yous 
white Zine Galvanized Steel '* Ssyss,stes! wire 
9 DIFFERENT STYLES  s,prevey, sest of the Miss, 


20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.80 
100 for $1.00; 500 for $4.00 
18 for $1.00; 100 for $4.00 
25 for $1.00; 100 for $2.80 


TRIAL KIT to acquaint new customers with our markers 
and labels we prepay THREE each of A, ©, D, B, H, 
26. B, together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00, 


Everlasting Label Co. Gcx 93, Paw Paw, Mich. 





100% GERMINATION! 


ova, To ntPaa. Y 
$57.2 ° 5 2 


HORTICULTURAL MILLED 


Nature's Finest Growing 
Medium for All Types of 
SEEDS, BULBS, PLANTS 


in continental United States, 


$1.25 ~~. 
‘Two. bushel sack, holding 


equivalent of 10 cf above 
bags in volume, 


MOSSER LEECZEUMILLSTON WIS. 





PHILODENDRONS 


new hybrids self-heading 

Growth (not vines) 

P. FOSTERIANUM 
deeply notched 

P. AURICULATUM 
spatula leaf 

P. MacNEILIANUM 
scalloped edges 

P. WENDLANDI 
spatula snape 

P. CRENULATUM 
wavy leaf. 













In 4” pretty plastic pots. 
2 for $5.49 3 for $7.49 4 for $9.49 
Postpaid USA 
Catalog orchids and foliage plants 25c 


ALBERTS & MERKEL BROS., INC. 
Rt 6 Box 77-F Jacksonville 7, Florida 








All-purpose garden, farm tool. 
Does all tilling, tractor jobs. 
Models and horsepower priced 
for every pocketbook. Complete 
range of tools, attach- 
ments—40 in 
all! Includes 
rotary and 
sickle mowers, 
sprayer, snow 
ave bulldozer, 

urden carrier, 
all tractor tools. 
See it in action! 
Beats bulkier, 
single-purpose 
machines.Insist 
on the original. 
In Canada, too. 
Get Free Folder! 

~ 


MERRY TILLER, 813 Skinner Building 
P. O. Box 1835, Seattie 11, Washington 
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today who haven't used or heard about 
crabgrass killers. 

We cultivated our vegetables and 
flower borders for years—now we cul- 
tivate our lawns. Not the same way, of 
course, but lawn aerification is nothing 
more than cultivating. The holes 
punched in the turf loosen the soil the 
same way hoeing does in the vegetable 
garden. 

Today’s lawn also has to be neat and 
tidy, and we can easily take care of this, 
too. Hand trimmers came first, and in 
the past few years many gardeners have 
been relying on power trimmers and 
edgers to ease the lawn-perfecting 

The job of spreading plant food, lime 
and seed was made more convenient 
with the lawn spreader. All we had to 





do was to dump it in the spreader and 
push away. 

Soon many of us got to the point 
of asking ourselves: “What can they 
think up next?” Well, they came up 
with something—a lawn sweeper. This 
is like an oversized carpet sweeper. 
You can roll it over your lawn and 
pick up leaves, twigs and debris. When 
you are finished, just empty the hopper. 

These are just a few things which 
have a small part in making today’s 
lawns the best ever. This isn’t the end 
by any means. New lawn grasses such 
as Meyer zoysia and Merion bluegrass 
are coming out (for a report on Meyer 
zoysia see page 42), and more are in 
the offing. 

What can we expect in the future? 
We can get a good idea from the items 
which made their appearance in 1956. 
For a look at some of these see FLOWER 
GROWER’s 1956 Directory of Lawn 
Tools.—WILLIAM L. MEACHEM 








New Bulletin Editor 


e At the annual meeting of the 
National Chrysanthemum Society, 
Cornelius Ackerson was elected edi- 
tor of the N.C.S. Bulletin, Mr. 
Ackerson is well known to FLOWER 
Grower readers for his many 
articles on chrysanthemums and 
greenhouse gardening. He succeeds 
Dr. Ernest L. Scott, founder of the 
Society and co-author of the book 
Chrysanthemums for Pleasure. 











BARNHAVEN’S 
Hardy Shan Dollar 


PRIMROSES 


Budding and ready for a fling with spring in the 
shadier parts of your garden. 


Biue Ribbon winners, R.H.S. Hall, London, 1954-55. 
$5.75 dozen, postpaid 


(Budding and blooming plants, spring delivery 
to your garden, unretarded.) 

At least silver-dollar size, perennial bloom when 
winter melts into spring in all tints of pink, rose, 
apricot, coral, blue, gold, violet, lavender, American 
Beauty, copper and countless other vivid and pastel 
sh and colors. 

Barnhaven’s charmingly beautiful, informative CATALOG 
(free) iliustrates these and many other hardy Primroses 
from all parts of the world in plant, transplant and 
seed form. 


BARNHAVEN 


GRESHAM, 
OREGON 


an tary SPRING 
£3 AQ, 












GREENHOUSE 
Perret bare eet aes o 
many exclusive features described in our free A 
log. Write to.... 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE Co. 
1508 W. Rosedale 


Fort Worth, Texas 


KILL MOLES 


SAVE EARTHWORMS 


You can waste time with other methods but 


to really kill moles get Nash Choker Loop 
Traps. Harmless to chil- 


dren and pets. Easy to "Y pone ede 
set. $3.00 at your dealers, 7 =r Ne 
or direct, postpaid. Nees > 


write NASH MOLE ZI 
TRAPS, Scotts, Michigan. Yy pg) 


NASH CHOKER LOOP TRAPS 

















Proven by World-wide use 


FLOWER GROWER 
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WALDOR caceniouses 


101 Models Under $500 
Prices as LOW as $239 


101 Waldor Aluminum Green models for less than 
$500—7 less than $300. 
is easier; a relaxing, 


-yr ntee. 
4-color CATALOG 


WALDOR GREENHOUSES 


Dept. 1404 Salem, Mass. 


LINCOLN PLASTIC MARKER 


Lincoln Waterproof Ink or W 
Rain, Snow, Sun. Remains 
States of U.S. and 
private Garde 
ment Stations. 


PRICES include |2-gauge 
Galvanized Steel Supports, 
PLASTIC LABELS 
(White or Green) and ei- 
ther LINCOLN WATER- 
PROOF INK, or Weather- 

proof Pencil. 





in Lots of 25 100 
Banner 12” 
144x242" $1.50 4.75 
Vertical 12” 
1x3” 1.80 4.75 
Full-View 12” 
24x3”" 
Full-View 24” 
14/x3” 2.50 8.00 
African Violet Labels 
(Assorted onty):— Lengths 
3-4", Widths 1/2”-3/” 
$1.50 per 100. i 
Additional Labels per 100;— 
Banner $3, Vertical $3, Full-View $3.50. 
Postage Prepaid to Zones 1,2,3,4; to Zones 5,6,7, add 
5 percent. 
For tots of 500 or more, write for Quotations. 


1.75 6.00 


LINCOLN LABORATORIES, Dept. FG 
NORTHFIELD, MINNESOTA. 


ROCK PLANTS 
HEATHERS 


MAYFAIR NURSERIES 
Box 87F, Hillsdale, N. J. 


price list on request 














SEND 25< 100 illustrations of Iris for your 
for your copy garden in natural colors. 52 pages 
TODAY! _ brim full of information on all the 
new colors, how to-plant,.grow and 

‘>> arrange them in your garden. Treat 
\e [A yourself to some of the large mod- 


J ern tris. The best collection offers 
We) of the year! DAYLILIES also. 130 
aed of the finest kinds. . . 25 in color. 
SCHREINER’S GARDENS 
Route 2, Box 327-F Salem, Oregon 
APRIL 1956 





Gladiolus 
Symposium 


North American Giadiolus Coun- 

cil has announced its sixth com- 
pilation of favorite varieties as selected 
by the Council’s members. 

The following lists were compiled by 
the Symposium Committee of the North 
American Gladiolus Council, composed 
of John R. Larus, chairman, John 
F. Cason, Lee Fairchild and Sydney 
Mode. 

Growing conditions in many sections 
were not favorable this year, and many 
members felt unable to furnish adequate 
reports. Thus the number of returns in 
the exhibition section dropped. 

As has been done previously, each 
invited “rater” was asked to state his 
three preferences in each color class. 
(In compiling the results three points 
were credited for a first-choice vote, 
two for a second and one for a third.) 

The ten 1955 introductions receiving 
the highest number of points are as 
follows: 


T HE SYMPOSIUM COMMITTEE of the 


Total Points 
Bae ee 
pent GUGR |. . Sa or a 
a ae ae ee 
SOMO. ese ee (eee, ae 
ens NR ec See 
poms Siete a RA 
pene sy .. St. ee OS 
wa WOO 2 ee ee 
pee 2. Wetee-... E ee  T 
AIGA. 6 8S) ae ak A 


Following are the top three varieties 
in each of the various color classes 
and the total number of points they re- 
ceived in the 1955 Symposium of the 
North American Gladiolus Council. Pre- 
ceding the variety name is its official 
N. A. G. C. show classification number. 


WHITE POINTS 
400 Florence Nightingale . . 75 
400 Mother Fischer ... . 73 
400. Sierra Snow .. « . &: . © 


CREAM 

506. Tell Been... .. . ss F20 
DF ee og igs oie ee 
506 Leading Lady ..... 48 


LIGHT YELLOW 

ne Tee 6. ae ss 
oe | ee ee 
HG; Ci wee. es 


DEEP YELLOW 

312 Catherine Beath ..... 75 
ase. Go... - 64 
412 Forsythia . 59 


pant @ Beller Lawn 2 


Send for this practical and 
money-saving reference 
on lawn building, mainte- 
nance and weed control. 
By editors of LAWN 
CARE in collaboration 
with Scotts Research. 


Colorfully illustrated — 
ideal gift for new home 


owner. 


1/00 postpaid, 











Gorgeous colors, 60 vari- 
eties. Finest collection 
of ranteed - to-bloom 
bulbs. Planting instruc- 
tions included. Order to- 
jay while suppiy lasts. 








AFRICAN 
VIOLETS 


We specialize in | 
African Violets — 


if i 
you without m- bo : iy 
pering, plants that 


will reach you in fine growing enttien without 
breakage, send US your trial order! Plants like 
this $10 00 each postpaid. 


Special Offer————_——_ 


(Early corns | shipment . . . growing 
uctions free) 
To prove to you that our plants arrive in fine 
ion, we will send pos and 
pore vad choice of * Eee 
abeled—Pink, White, Blue, Dark Pur- 
ple, Lavender ‘at $1.00 each (or all 5 for 











AFRICAN VIOLET Catalo 
FREE. Tells how to grow your 
violets so they’re covered 
, with bloom! Many pictured, 
_ neneeey id for bed . for 
eginners an 1 ! 
Write TOD or co lectors! 


SPOUTZ “YSSA" GREENHOUSES 


34300 Moravian Drive Fraser, Michigan 
“We specialize in choice varieties” 
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CATALOG IN COLOR 


> ot America’s finest ner ange oe 
ag be ennials, Rock Plants, Fi 
ing Shrubs, iris, Daylilies & Poppies 
4H pronounces all Pee | 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-46 Spokane, Wash. 


POPOL OLA OGG GAL GALL?” 











REMOVE STUMPS 


With “MAGIC” « 
STUMP REMOVER 


All you do is pour “Magic” 

Seem Remover—a new, ves 
uick-acting chemical cououenl ane hole 
Witied te cnn in center of stump. Wood fibres soon 
pret ae way toroot tips, making removal 
nfor women and youngsters! 
SPECIAL TRIAL a ay 8-02. Can see for 
Send a Pas nn gg pl us postage 

no money! Pay ny pestans n, plus 

Or send full amount wi v- 
= ) Satisfaction Guaranteed or Sdn honey Rune 


FREE! oiicen° GREEN” ge ligula iawn 
fertilizer, with each Stump Remover 


H. D. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle-40, Il 





2D: 


& Size Pink Daffodil Bulbs 


= for only 25c postpaid. 
limi 








BUFF 

416 Patrol 5 
416 A. B. Coutts 
416 Peach Glow 


ORANGE 
323. (rce . 
422 Atlantic 
520 Regina 


LIGHT SALMON 
430 Polynesia 
531 King Size 
531 Wax Canary 


DEEP SALMON 
533 Boldface 

433 Boise Belle 
533 Dolly Varden 


SCARLET 

436 Dieppe 
436 Red Wing 
436 Sans Souci 


LIGHT PINK 

540 Evangeline 

541 Pink Pride 

440 Clarence D. Fortnam 


MEDIUM PINK 
442 Tivoli. 

442 Friendship 
$42 Edith Warr 


DEEP PINK 

444 Spicand Span . 
545 Cotillion. . 
445 Alfred Nobel 


LIGHT RED 

550 Mid-America 
451 Leah Gorham 
450 Poinsettia 


DEEP RED 

$52 Harrisburger 
452 Red Charm 
552 Royal Flush 


BLACK RED 

554 Black Cherry 
354 Negus... 
554 Dark David 


LIGHT ROSE 
460 Traveler . 
460 Andrena . 
460 Lori Dee 


MEDIUM ROSE 
563 Rosita 

463 Edgewood 
463 Rosario 


DEEP ROSE 
564 Burma 
564 New York 
464 Brenda 


LAVENDER 

466 Princess 

566 Heirloom ; 
566 Elizabeth the Queen 


PURPLE 
570 King David . 
570 The Rajah 








LOW IN COST 
SIZES TO 
FIT YOUR 

WEEDS 


Grow stronger, sturdier plants, brighter 
flowers, tastier vegetables with a MOR- 
LITE Greenhouse. 


Write for details today. 


F-2 
ROUGH BROS. ‘“Mo'tinoracruncns 


4227 Spring Grove Ave. — Cincinnoti 23, Ohio 














NITRO-SULFO CULTURE 


NOW you can easily turn your compost 
or manure into fertilizer. Simply add the 
Nitro-Sulfo Culture and let these bacteria 
draw $$ out of the air in the form of nitro- 
gen, or mix with seeds for a new thrill in 
growing abundance. 

$2.20 postpaid for 1 lb. sufficient to for- 
tify one ton of compost, sawdust, etc., or 
to treat a bushel of seed. 

Large stamped envelope for free circulars. 


EARP LABORATORIES 


Hampton, N. J. 








CHRYSANTHEMUM 
CATALOG 


Write for our 1956 Cat- 
alog listing 600 varie- 
ties of Chrysanthemums 
and Carnations. New 
introductions and im- 
ports, Spiders, Exhibi- 
tions, Hardy Garden 
Varieties, Cascades, etc., 
colorfully illustrated. 


SUNNYSLOPE GARDENS 


8647 Huntington Drive San Gabriel, Calif. 














Thousands of users last year proved Di-Met 
selectively destroys crab grass and many of 
its pan! ig pre og seeds without injury to good 
— soon wherever garden sup- 
plies are sold. 
Send for informative Free booklet. 


Special Mail Offer: | Send $1.00. Covers 
L ean = fer: ] up to 1,000 sq. ft. 
*Disodium Monomethyl Arsonate 


0. E. LINCK CO., INC. 
Dept. F-4 Clifton, New Jersey 


COLORADO: excellent 6 year 
transplants, 8 to 10 in. Mall for 50 
Blue-green to marvelous blue 
color. Compact and sturdy. 


Postpaid at planting time. Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 











URS LIGAL 40Box 7-> [Lee 


FLOWER GROWER 











LIGHT VIOLET 

476 Violet Charm .. . 
477 Ravel . cease 
476 Blue Beauty .. 


DEEP VIOLET 
578 Salman’s Sensation 
479 Blue Devil 
578 Pfitzer’s Sensation 


SMOKY 

480 Tan-Glo . ‘ 
480 Stormy Weather 
483 Southern Belle 


ANY OTHER COLOR 
590 Cherokee . 
490 Buckeye Bronze 
391 Vagabond Prince 





H. Sherman makes award to R. Moss. 


@ The 11th annual convention of 
the North American Gladiolus Coun- 
cil met during January in Sioux City, 
Iowa, rounding up the two-day 
event with an awards banquet and 
bulb auction. Delegates, including 
FLOWER GROWER’s own H. M. 
Sherman, from throughout the U.S. 
and Canada attended. 

At the banquet climax, Paul T. 
Ulman of Noblesville, Ind., was pre- 
sented with the annual achievement 
award for “outstanding service to 
the gladiolus industry.” Seven gold 
medal awards were also made. These 
went to: George Lasch of New 
Albany, Ind., past president of the 
council; Mrs. Beulah Fortman of 
Tyler Hill, Pa., advertising manager 
of the council publication; Ray V. 
Moss of Waterloo, Ia., council 
treasurer for the past eleven years; 
Harry H. Knight of Ames, Ia., and 
James Milo of Plainville, Conn., vice 
president of the New England Gladi- 
olus Society; J. Dittman of Detroit 
and H. M. Sherman, Jr. of Larch- 
mont, N.Y., retiring president. 

Mr. Sherman made all the gold 
medal awards except his own, made 
by Harold Durland of Mount Pros- 
pect, Ill., the new president. 

Highest bids at the auction were 
for two corms at $50 each of the 
variety named SHAMROCK. It is 
light green and bears about 20 buds 
of which about 8 open at a time. 
Each blossom averages about 5 
inches in diameter. They were bred 
by Edward Howell of Hanover, N. J. 
The purchasers, Arthur A. Arenius 
of Long Middle, Mass., and A. W. 
Rix of Minneapolis, Minn., hope to 
introduce it next year. 
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COMMON ENEMIES OF 


BLACK SPOT 


LEAF-CUTTING 
BEE 


MILDEW 


ROSE SLUG 


BUDWORM 


CURCULIO 


RED SPIDER- 


HARLEQUIN nie = 


BUG 


T 12-SPOTTED 
TARNISHED CUCUMBER 
PLANT BUG BEETLE 





TRI-OGEN’ 


THE SECRET OF FINE ROSES 


Controls All 


1. KACLS soth sucking ond chewing 
Insects, including Red Spider Mite. 
2. STOPS wiock spot, Midew ond 
other Fungus Diseases and Blights. 
3. FEEDS and stimulates Roses t0 


Widely used by leading Rosarians, Tri-Ogen 
is the most efficient group of Rose-garden 
insecticides, fungicides and foods. So let 
Tri-Ogen help you grow a finer, lovelier 
garden. There is an economical, labor-sav- 
ing Tri-Ogen product for your every need. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE SPRAY 


1st in Rose Sprays. Combination Insecticide, Fungi- 
cide and Foliar Stimulant. Also for other flowers and 
vegetables. Full season supply kits only $1.50 and up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE DUST 


Similar powerful ready mixed insecticide-fungicide 
formula for those who prefer to dust. Extra large 10- 
oz. refillable Gun only 98¢, 16-oz. Cans $1.19, and up. 


TRI-OGEN 3-Way ROSE FOOD 


Scientifically balanced blend. Contains Hormones, 
Vitamin B, and vital trace elements. Works wonders 
on flowers, vegetables, lawns. 5-lb. Bag only 89¢. 


TRI-OGEN Rose and Flower Garden BOMB 


1st combination insecticide-fungicide Bomb. Gives 
quick, long-lasting protection either indoors or out- 
doors. Year-round. 12-oz. Bomb only $1.69. 


TRI-OGEN Floral and Garden Dust 


Malethion-Captan-Sulphur dust. For most tender 
annuals, perennials, vegetables, fruits and trees. 
Also use as spray. Giant 12-oz. refillable Gun $1.25. 


FREE— Write for the new Tri-Ogen folder, ““How to 
Grow Big Beautiful Roses”. Rose Manufacturing 
Company, 135-46 Ogen Bidg., Beacon, N. Y. 





“World's Largest-Selling Group of ROSE “‘“GROW-ers’ 





FERTO-POTS 


Bo gala Phot applet one Pots made of rich 
kiln dried. “ue wewitts no 








by express (not prepaid), 


#2s «250 — $5.00 500— $9.00 1,000 — $17.50 
#2¥as 100 — $2.75 250 — $5.00 1,000 — $19.50 
#3s a — 250 — $5.75 we 
FERTO-PO 

storm. nd Lnighnty cath aa, © Millions ue 4 


Order £ supply a thrilling new 
gardening experience. Soares 


FARGO'S 


DEPT. 3 FRENCHTOWN, N. J. 


Sept See 16 Se SSS Lae ae ame. Keser prtee 
xpress charges abou' ee see ae See. te 2 

Won tase thcnen ton dees aotaee 

until used. 


DAYLILIES 


plows! Orange, Red, Pink, Purple 


Bargain Groups 
for April Shipment. 
All big vigorous 
plants of Edenwald 
quality and that 
means best! 
Postage ppd. in U.S. 
GROUP 1—$3.00 
AUGUST PIONEER, Iate poten. 


BARONET, 
AUTUMN RED, Fich 


BEST 


anna pavect |-pink. 
BUYS PURPLE SAGE, ud “cat 
GROUP 2-—$4.00 
oem GRAIN, large pale 
IN TRUMP brad brood orange. 
AMULET, Chinese a coageennt pink. 
CABALLERO, lovely red and 
IRIS pundit wi: WATERS, fine rosy wine. 
! GEORGIA, a eh 
“Pp 
TOO! Fates assic’e 
Be sure to write for our color catalog 
listing 300 varieties plus the newest and 
finest varieties of IRIS. It’s 


FREE! 
EDENWALD GARDENS 


GOLD COAST, la orange. | 
108 





RED BIRD, rosy | t 





Top 


favorites 


in day-lilies 


HE ONE HUNDRED most popular 
day-lilies in 1955 as voted by the 


American Hemerocallis Society 
are listed below. All members of the 
Society are eligible to vote in the popu- 
larity poll and are instructed to vote 
for the twenty-five varieties that most 
appeal to them. Selections are made 
from varieties observéd for at least two 
years and in established clumps. Any 
variety registered and introduced in the 
trade is eligible for election. 

Twenty-four varieties which did not 
receive this honor in 1954 made the 
list this year. They are: MIDWEST STAR, 
SKYLARK, BEss Ross, JEWELL RUSSELL, 
Sipe SHOW, NEYRON ROSE, SHOOTING 
STAR, GOLDEN WEST, CAPRI, BUTTER- 
SCOTCH, PRIMULA, RINGLETS, SUMMER 
Love, CRADLE SONG, DEVON CREAM, 
KINDLY LIGHT, PEACH HoNEy, FAIRY 
Wincs, GoL_p CLoup, SPICE, SUNSET 
Sky, ATLAS, MARSE CONNELL and Hy- 
PERION. These are not necessarily new 
varieties. HYPERION, for instance, was 
introduced in 1925 and has been popu- 
lar ever since. Its reappearance in the 
poll does it great credit. 

—Dalisy FERRICK 


Name 

. Evelyn Claar (149) 
High Noon (143) 

. Painted Lady (123) 
Colonial Dame (112) 

. Pink Prelude (112) 

. Revolute (106) - 

. Prima Donna (103) 

. Cibola (102) 

. Pink Damask (101) 

. Potentate (101) 

. Dauntless (100) 

. Ruffled Pinafore (98) 

. Salmon Sheen (96) 

. Pink Dream (90) 

. Georgia (88) 

. Garnet Robe (89) 

. Naranja (85) 

. Caballero (84) 

. Orange Beauty (83) 

. Midwest Majesty (77) 
. Crimson Glory (76) 

. Lady Bountiful (76) 

. Athlone (74) 

. Pink Charm (72) 

. Colonel Joe (70) 

. North Star (70) 

. Brocade (69) 

. Midwest Star (69) 

. Mrs. B. F. Bonner (69) 
. Mabel Fuller (67) Kraus 
. Show Girl (67) Wheeler 
. Cathedral Towers (66) Milliken 


Originator 
Kraus 
Milliken 
Russell 
Milliken 
Nesmith 
Sass 
Taylor 
Hill 
Nesmith 
Nesmith 
Stout 
Milliken 
Taylor 
Child 
Stout 
Milliken 
Wheeler 
Stout 
Sass 
Sass 
Carpenter 
Lester 
Russell 
Nesmith 
Lester 
Hall 
Taylor 
Sass 
Russell 
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Dwarf, early; 8 distinct colors. 
Plants spread into mounds 2-ft. 
across, bushels of blooms till frost. 
Vigorous, hardy. Bloom this year. 


. . Earliest one, 


bright pink 


colored mum; bennee, 
. buff and almost yellow 


RED BRONZE . 
, very showy ’ 


mx) 18 FOR $2.00 


Two each color above eight cushions, p/us 
two Sunbeam, the new golden cushion, all 
ro for only $2. DOUBLE ORDERS AL- 

OWED. Cash orders prepaid. Or sent C.O.D. 
Clip this ad and send at once with your order. 


ROCKNOLL Dept. 15 . MORROW, OHIO 





Write Today: For Your 


BETTER 


STRAWBERRIES 


A book with all details on the famous Eastern — 
Straw Plants . . . virus-free and bred for bum 
crops. A’ Blueberries, Ras tries, Fruit, Nut cod 
..» all best varieties described, with planting 
and culture directions. Write fer 3 your FREE copy—NOW! 


RAYNER BROS., Salisbury 92, Maryland 


FLOWER GROWER 














. Dorothea (66) Lester 


SKC eal «=SOLVE YOUR LAWN PROBLEMS 


. Howdy (60) Bremken-Armstrong 


; 58 R Il ° 

Sacer, wsell | with BECK’S cup-grown ZOYSIA 
. Royal Ruby (57) Nesmith 

: Taruga (55) ae ( Z-52 or MATRELLA ) 


. Mrs. Hugh Johnson (51) Russell 
. Queen Esther (50) Sete Covers worn areas 


. Skylark (50) Russell Chokes out crab grass 
. Lochinvar (48) Taylor 
. Pink Bowknot (48) Taylor MUCH Better than cut plugs. 


. Cellini (45) Wheeler 





, ' Beck's easy to plant cup-grown Zoysia builds 
. Marguerite Fuller (45) Kraus i you a beautiful permanent lawn. The 
. Crimson Pirate (44) Sass healthy uncut root system grows in a ball 
. Black Prince (42) Russell of organic plant food ... gives rapid 
. Duchess of Windsor (42) Traub coverage without feeding competing weeds 
. The Doctor (42) Claar ond grasses. Zoysia is wear- and drought- 
. Windsor Tan (42) Nesmith resistant ... ideal for play areas... grows 
. Maid Marion (41) Lester in oun or shade... thrives in poor sols, 


. Bess Ross (40) Claar 100 CUPS Z-52 or 


_H (39) S D 
* Copper Colonel (38) “8 ITS NEW/ MATRELLA $10.00 


. Jewell Russell. (38) Russell No other grass like it! PLANTS OVER 200 SQ. FT. F.0.8. 
. Ming (38) Stout , . , . 
' Side Show (37) Pind Also available by square yard... Write for complete information. 


. Glowing Gold (36 Nesmith 

_ Nashville ex "lea BECK’S ZOYSIA co. , 802 COLLEGE AVE., AUBURN, ALA 

. Neyron Rose (36) Kraus = a $$. $$ 
3. Shooting Star (36) Hall Dt FXA SS 

. Patricia (34) Stout Liar / IRIS GARDENS 

. Purple Waters (34) Russell 


. Gay Troubad 3 ith S i 
| las Were ae idmepf = SPECIALISTS IN BEARDED IRIS 


: AND HEMEROCALLIS (DAYLILIES) 
; ace be co ae (33) Psa : LYON IRIS GARDENS announce their most 
. Capri (32) - Milliken beautiful 1956 COLOR CATALOG with ex- 
. Golden Hours (32) Sass ceptional money saving offers and over 600 selec- 
. Party Gown (31) Milliken ” tions of America’s newest and best varieties. The 
. Butterscotch (30) Sass i catalog contains detailed descriptions and a color 
. Primula (30) Kraus . chart listing BEARDED IRIS by color. 


. Raven (30) Wheeler a ALSO: HYBRIDIZING and other valuable in- 
. Ruby Supreme (30) Wheeler formation included. Write for your copy now. 
. Chloe (29) Nesmith Price, 25¢, refunded with your first order. 


. Easter Morn (29) Wheeler - FEATURING: SPURIA-LOUISIANA end 
. Jean (29) McDade PACIFIC COAST BEARDLESS SPECIES 


. Ringlets (29) Kraus , <tyon CHAR-MAIZE 
. Summer Love (29) Milliken 7041-F WOODMAN AVENUE, VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 
. Cradle Song (28) Milliken 
. Devon Cream (28) Nesmith 
. Gay Lark (28) Connell eo _ : ROTOTILLER 
. Kindly Light (28) Bechtold 
. Peach Honey (28) Sass ; 3 
" Valiant (28) Cook Soa OWNERS 
. Fairy Wings (27) Lester 
. Golden Orchid (27) Dennett 
. Gold Cloud (26) Sass x 
. Golden Triangle (26) Traub : —_ Valuable Information FREE 
. Ruth Lehman (26) Kraus eS — 
. Spice (26) Taylor 
. Sugar Cane (26) Taylor CUT OUT AND MAIL TODAY 
. Sunset Sky (25) Taylor \ log, Operating 
. Bold Courtier (25) Nesmith \ . ehnical Infor: | 
. Bountiful (25) Cook i ¥ bh | Frazer Farm Equip:nent Corp., Auburn, ind. 
Alas (25). cats | | PLEASE seme me: pa 
; | sids—DO : MY ROTOTILLER 
. Gold Cargo (24) Russell \ x j C) Parts Cotelog 
) ¥ f | 
| 
l 























(C Operating Manual iS MODEL— 
| 
Marse Connell (24) Connell © Spine nama | 8 “ 


Hyperion (24) Mead AZER FARM 
| EQUIPMENT CORP. 


The last three varieties tied for 


| Name 
100th place.@ 








! Address. 
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POPULARITY PARADE 






























































SPRING ROMANCE Creamy White 
MELODY LANE Golden Apricot 
PIERRE MENARD Hyacinth Blue 
AFAR Orange Pink 
NEW HOPE Blue White Plicata 
FULL MEASURE Orange Yellow 
HEIGHO Violet Onco 
PINK SAILS.. Dark Pink 
ROSE SPLENDOR Copper Rose 
EBONY QUEEN Near Black 
HIT PARADE Flamingo Pink 
SONG OF SONGS Yellow & White 
ROYAL SCOT Red Plicata 
JANE PHILLIPS Truest Blue 
AMBER GEM.......... Chestnut Gold 
IU Us<n5aktsescunsnssicisetdbetanaic Pink Plicata 
SSE cee Bronze Brown 
MEXICO Glowing Red Brown 
RED MAJESTY Deep Rose Red 
SHOW GIRL. Blush Rose 








MARBLE IRIS GARDENS 


Pleasant Avenue, Grandview, Washington 


ALL 20 FOR ONLY $15.00 (Catalog value $27.25) 
or SELECT ANY 10 FOR ONLY $8.95 
SELECT ANY 5 FOR ONLY $4.95 


Labeled & postpaid 







































FANCY LEAF 


WRITE TODAY FOR 
FREE 
CATALOG 


I i'ccratams ond 


®POT GROWN 


®eWwillL BLOOM SOON 


“For bright color and easy care all 
through summer, plant Geraniums 

. in Beds, in Borders, Window 
Boxes. Order now for your Spring 
plantings.” 


ZONAL 
GERANIUMS 


Ideal bedding plants for mass color. Finest 
varieties, saly doubles, in Reds, Pinks, 
ahd White. Pot- -grown plants, 4” to 8” tall, 


shipped prepaid, sat- 
isfaction eet. 50 for $12. 50 
35¢ each... 10 for $3 


FANCY LEAF “GERANIUMS 


You'll find Wilson Bros.’ Catalog a source 
for many popular and rare “Fancies.” 

Among the popular varieties are Mary Ann, 
Bronze Beaut Happy Thought, Marshall 
MacMahon, Skies of Italy, and Mme. 


pow 5 6 for $3 
IVY LEAF GERANIUMS 


The real trailing habits of Ivy, cae beauti- 
ful blossoms in Red, Pink or White. Try 


thi ! 
Se: cock 8 for $3 


SENT POSTPAID 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 








WILSON BROS. 





P.O. BOX 48-0 
ROACHDALE, INDIANA 








Good eating 
from a small 
garden area 


by F. F. ROCKWELL 


OW OFTEN DOES ONE HEAR the re- 
H mark, “I'd love to grow some 

vegetables—they are so much 
better fresh from the garden—but we 
just don’t have room for them.” 

Let’s pause just a moment and check 
up on that last statement. How much 
room do you think you need? Perhaps 
you would be surprised to learn how 
much you can get from even a very 
small plot if you grow just the right 
things. 

Last summer at our place on Cape 
Cod, in a plot only 25 x 35 feet, we 
grew not only all we could use of eight 
of the vegetables we like best, but a 
surplus of several of them that kept a 
couple of our neighbors supplied. And 
we had onions and potatoes left over to 
take home for the winter. There were 
more squashes, pole beans and tomatoes 
than we could use even with a “give- 
away” or “trade-for-fresh-caught-fish” 
program. And this on hilltop sandy soil 


‘which two years before had been just a 


patch of wild dewberry vines and bunch 
grass on which—we were told—we 
would not be able to produce a thing. 

Most people do not realize that the 
smaller a garden is, the better it pays 
the gardener. That may sound like a 
cockeyed statement, but it’s not. The 
reason, of course, is a simple one. 
Naturally if you have room or time for 
but a few things, you will select those 
which give maximum returns. As your 
list of items increases, the average rate 
of return, in proportion to space used, 
grows less. 

That’s why I say that anyone who has 
available a small patch of fairly good 
soil—even as little as 10 x 20 feet— 
should grow a few vegetables, both for 
economy’s sake and, more important, to 
have them of better quality. 

Which vegetables, when 
limited, pay best? 

Based on many years’ experience, I 
would put, as the top half dozen, the 
following: tomatoes, beans, squash 
(bush), onions (from sets), lettuce, and 
broccoli. 

Where there is space for more, the 
next six would be: Chinese cabbage, 
New Zealand spinach, cabbage, beets, 
leeks, and parsnips. 

“But,” you may say, “how about such 


space is 


FLOWER GROWER 
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SAVE Your TREES With Gro-Green 
ARBOREX Concentrate 


Don't let blight, Dutch kim, 
eases destroy your beautiful trees! 


2 or 3 weeks. Save your trees - and cost 
of tree surgeons! 
SPEC. ER: 
en aa $1 .25 
charge. Or, % pesterred, we send C.0.D. 
Send check or M.O. - we pay 


H. D. CAMPBELL CO. 


Holly 


— FREE BOOKLET AND LIST — 
EARLE DILATUSH—Robbinsville, N. J. 





Dept. A : 
Rochelle, tt. 




















ORCHID MINIATURE SPECIALS 


HOUSEHOLD FLOURISHING SPACE saw iee 
SMALL PLANTS, FULL SIZED BLOSSOM 
MINIATURE CY rg te MS, and hybrids @ $5 sy ‘7. 50. 


Color selected @ ae — Albida ae. L. majalis, 
L. autumnalis, L. gould 


iana & Dendrobium 
miniatures @ $3. ‘So, = y 3/810, collection of any 5/$12. 30. 
MINIATU RE CATTLEYAS, Miltonias (PANSY OR- 
NI iflorum, ONCIDIUMS, & 


Bowdenii, N. sarniensis, 
id Nclimbin 
po Farr . 


PELLATA, love i ed, 
ORYNES, @ $1., 3/$12.50. Lilliume Catalogue. 


LOUISE ROBERTS 
1763 BEACOK ST., BROOKLINE, MASS., USA. 





® automatic e 


POWER TILL 


UNIVATOR, Imc., 2031-48 Center St., Berkeley, Calif. 





today. 
. w. og ALLEN COMPANY 
12. Evergreen Ave., Salisbury, Maryland 





Grectest soving on world fomous vorieties of 
* Fine iris ond Doylilies « «ee 
Write now for our new lowest prices. 


MILLIKEN GARDEN + BOX 1/31 + POMONA CALIE 





GIANT PANSIES 


Grow giant Lage Ly - Pitzon- 
ka's Cut-Fiower Pan See 
Swiss mixture of brilliant ‘plors. 
+ $1.50 ppd. 
$2.50 ppd. 
Color Catalog FREE 
PITZONKA‘S PANSY FARM 
AND NURSERY 


Bristol, Pa. 


yO UTERO]. 


TREES A YEAR ! 





ts. 
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favorites as sweet corn, peas and can- 
taloupes? They are all particularly dif- 
ficult to buy in the best of condition at 
the stores.” 

How right you are! But these are all 
space-takers; and peas and corn give 
you but two, or possibly three, pickings 
from each planting. So these, for a very 
small garden, are out unless you are 
satisfied with just a tantalizing taste. 
Melons and cucumbers, if you have a 
fence or can provide a trellis for them 
to climb on, are possibilities. 

Having determined what vegetables 
you will grow, the question of varieties 
comes up. Here personal taste is a de- 
ciding factor, but length of bearing 
season also is to be considered. We 
like the following: tomato—Bic Boy 
or RUTGERS; bean—BURPEE’s GOLDEN 
PoLte and IMPROVED —TENDERGREEN 
(bush); squash—CasERTA; onion— 
white sets; lettuce—OaKLEaF, followed 
by SataD Bow for hot weather; 
broccoli—-GREEN MouNrTAIN; Chinese 
cabbage—MICHIHLI; cabbage—Early 
WAKEFIELD or BONANZA (small heads 
and extra long season without splitting) ; 
beet—LonG SEASON (winter-keeper); 
leek—Swiss SPECIAL; parsnip—ALL 
AMERICAN. 

Even if your vegetable patch is a very 
small one, it is advisable to make a plan 
on paper as to just how it is to be 
planted. This will save much time and 


Hotkaps or plastic domes make it pos- 
sible to plant seeds or plants earlier. 


possible mistakes when you are ready to 
set out plants or sow seeds. Most cat- 
alogs give directions such as distances 
apart and amounts of seed for the vari- 
ous vegetables. 

You can’t expect to grow rewarding 
crops of vegetables unless you have the 
right conditions both overhead and 
underfoot. By overhead we mean full 
exposure to direct sunshine—the more 
hours per day the better, especially in 
the morning. Underfoot means no 
competition from the roots of large 
trees, and a deep bed (at least 6 inches) 
of mellow, well-enriched soil. 

In preparing our small garden on 
Cape Cod, the unpromising, sandy soil 
was given a good top-dressing of 
chicken manure in the fall, and sown to 
winter rye as a cover crop. This was 








SAVE YOUR LAWN 


with 


LAWNTROL 





Kills Lawn Insects . . . Helps 
Keep Ants Out of the House! 


“Once-Over™ treat- 
ment kills destructive 
insect pests! Kills 
ants, Jap beetle grubs, 
lawn moths, sowbugs 
(pillbugs), many 
others. sift 


handy shaker spout. 
No mixing! No 
Spraying’ No ° 
ing! Get Lawntrol! 











. . - for planting, Clarke’s 

Colossal Polyanthus prim- 

| roses. Their giant blooms, 

ui: magnificent new colors 

H-. and beautiful, lush foliage 

: combine to bring fresh 
beauty to your garden, planter or patio. 

Pionts, ready to bloom, mixed colors, dozen, $4.00 


THE CLARKES 
CKAMAS, OREGON 


BOX 440-F 











48 Page FREE 


aor 
6 GARDEN DAHLIAS 4 38 5 


(2 Collections $7.00) 
CHARMANT, lovely amaranth rose; GYPSY GIRL, 
variegated purple and lavender; KATHIE M, blend 
of soft buff and pink; MISS 
beautiful clear pink; SHIRLEY WESTWELL, in- 
tense scarlet; ZUEWN, bright crimson carmine. 

All roots labeled and delivered postpaid at planting 
time. Free catalog lists over 600 DAHL from the 
largest to smallest, 130 GARDEN CHRYS- 
Palate y= with full descrip- 

tions and Cultural Instructions. 


DAHLIADEL Box 24 
W.W.Maytrott, Vineland, N.J. 





For-a Better Garden! 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION, 
100 Organic Fertilizer 
Gives Vigorous Growth + Feed os you woter 
Nen-Burning - Deodorized + Inexpensive 
On peas bee. & 


HOUSE PLANTS 


Rare Begonias, Fancy-leaf Geraniums, 
New African Violets, Anthuriums, 
Orchids. Illustrated catalog on request. 


PEARCE SEED CO. 





N. J. 





lll 











Get rid of the pests that injure. 
your lawn. Destroy: 

ants 

grubs 
cutworms 
chiggers 
wireworms 











ACME 6% CHLORDANE Dust. 


1 lb. covers 250-400 aq. ft. In 1- 
Ib. can or 4-Ib. bag. 
OR SPRAY WITH 


ACME DIELDRIN “18” tiquia 
spray. In 8-oz., 1-qt., or 1-gal. 
bottles. 





Kill weeds with 


WEED-NO-MORE 


Re 
Peco no Mon 
’ Kills ugly broad 
leaf weeds—fast! 
In 8-oz. can, 1-qt. 
can with sprayer. 





NSECTICIDE DIVISION 
ACME QUALITY PAINTS, INC. 
DETROIT 11, MICH. 


_ ACME 


INSECTICIDES 
WEED KILLERS 


plowed under in the spring, and a com- 
plete (5-10-5) fertilizer cultivated in. 
We also provided for irrigation, with an 
oscillating sprinkler, and put up a make- 
shift, but effective, wire fence against 
rabbits and woodchucks. On most sub- 
urban home grounds the use of compost 
or peatmoss, together with deep digging 
and fertilizer, will provide adequate 
soil preparation. Provision for water- 
ing during dry spells is, however, most 
important. Without this you may suc- 
ceed but you take a tremendous gamble 
on getting only half, or less, of the 
crop return that can reasonably be ex- 
pected. Our Cape Cod garden, without 
water, would have been a failure. 

Also, plant early. Onion sets, lettuce, 
beets, carrots, parsnips and leeks may 
be sown just as soon as frost is out and 
the soil dry enough to work. Cabbage 
and broccoli plants may go in a week or 
so later. Beans, squash and melons 
should be delayed until after danger of 
late frosts, and tomatoes and peppers 
until a week or two after that. The use 
of Hotkaps or plastic domes makes pos- 
sible the earlier planting or sowing of 
the tender vegetables, as they will ward 
off several degrees of frost.® 











e A new trophy was offered for the 
first time at the Pacific Rose So- 
ciety’s May 1955 Show for a class 
of six hybrid teas, mixed. It is the 
Fred W. Walters Perpetual Trophy, 
which honors the Society’s founder 
upon his election this year to the 
highest office of the rose world, 
President of the American Rose So- 
ciety. The trophy is inscribed with 
the Pacific Rose Society’s aims: “To 
study, foster and encourage rose cul- 
ture in every practicable way, as well 
as to learn how to exhibit a rose to 
the best advantage.” 

The first winners to receive the 
trophy are Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Ken- 
neally of San Diego. Their entry 
was made up of CHARLES MALLERIN, 
EcuipsE, MMe. JuLes BOoucHE, 
GIRONA, TAFFETA and SHOW GIRL, 
which made an outstanding display. 


























BROWNELL 
SUB ZERO ROSES 


Hybrid Teas, Florabundas, Grandifloras, 
Rose Trees and Creepers for ground cover. 
Also Climbers that rebloom as freely as Hy- 
brid Teas. All have blooms of Supreme 
Merit. None larger or more beautiful. No 
Roses are more highly acclaimed. Send for 
pictured list in color. Box F, LITTLE 
COMPTON, RHODE ISLAND. 











Ww: Tw dss A C4 frilled glistem- 
snowflake wae Gace. 


UBLE FLOWE ING’ PINKS: Pink Rock 
—$2.00 e; 2 Pomponetie, Pink Puff. Wild Rosa, Pink 
Cushion, “tione Bud—$1.50ea.; Pink Dresden—$1.00ea 
Other New Varieties: Double Painted | S cunituteds 
Pink Dilly, Blushins. Air Waves—$i.00 ¢ 
P Vari at $1.00 each: America, Blue Peak, 
Bernice, Black Fringe, Clementine, Double Winc Velvet 
Girl, Geneva Beauty, Double Inspiration, Navy Girl, Navy 
uquet, Pink Fringe, Ruffled Geneva, Sugar Babe, 
Wine Velvet. 
arieties at 75¢ each: 
Painted Girl, Pansy, Pink Neptune, 
Snow Prince, Sunrise, White Madonna. 
Please add 45c on all plant orders of $3. 60 or less. Ove 
add 65c. West of Miss. 85c. 
Free 1956 Color Catalog. Visitors always 
welcome. Greenhouses open daily and Sun- 
day afternoon. See our descriptive ad in 
March Issue, p. 122. 


as FLORAL Marne 
DEPT. 


FREE - 
= 


es 
WATER LILY care 
IN COLOR ... WRITE NOW! 


Includes complete information on Tricker’s 
GUARANTEED Water Lilies. .Also com- 


plete instructions on building, planting, and 





Glamour Boy, 
Purple Knight, 







4, 
V 
4 










caring for pools. Send for FREE copy now 
to office nearest you (15 cents in Canada). 


Wm. TRICKER, INC, 8415, Brookside wht: 


Saddie River, 
___ oF 6423 F 6423 Rainbow Terrace, Independence, Ohio 


SUCCULENTS 


COLORFUL 
EXOTIC 


Write for our beautiful 
colored a ar + yom 
these bright, od om | 
easily grown oases a 
AFRICAN AND MEXICAN SUC- 
CULENTS. MIMICRY PLANTS. 
SHADE CACTI. SUPPLIES AND 
POTTING SOILS. 


CACTI 


HUNDREDS OF RARE FLOWER. Orchid Cacti 
ING KINDS DESCRIBED. In Many Colors 


Johnson Cactus Gardens 
Box F-4 PARAMOUNT, CALIF. 















FLOWER 





GROWER 


























































































GYlurinatioe 
pe al 


Take the work out of lawn 
trimming, hedge clipping, 
cultivating and weeding—with 
Porter-Cable electric 
gardening tools! 
Every one is a quality product— 
fast and efficient, built for years 
of troublefree service. 

. See and try them at your 
Porter-Cable dealer’s—or write 
today for full information. 


\ 


Model 135 Yardmaster Grass Trimmer 
Trims where mowers can’t reach—around 
walks, steps, planting. Handles like a 
scythe for weeds and tall grass. 5” blade, 
31 Ibs. Only $29.95 

7” model 134 de luxe, only $44.50 


Model 144 Yardmaster Cultivator 
Cultivates, hoes, mulches, removes weeds, 
conditions soil for healthy plant growth. 
4” tine plate diameter. Special, $29.95 
6" model 143 Cultivator, special, $49.50 


Ss oaamettineeal 
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Model 103R Porter-Cable Hedgshear 
Trims 100 feet of hedge in 30 minutes. 
Endless cutting chain makes 30,000 cuts 
per minute on both sides of cutting bar. 
With tax, only $55.65 

Model 131 Hedgshear, with tax, only $47.25 


Porter-Cable 





PORTER-CABLE MACHINE COMPANY 
6034 N. Salina Street, Syracuse 8, N. Y. 
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TOOL DIRECTORY, continued 


[From Pace 48] 


GARDEN TRACTORS generally have 
a mower attachment, either rotary or 
reel-type, for the basic machines. 
Mower attachments are available for the 
following machines: Bolens, Roto-Hoe, 
International Cub, Choremaster, Planet 
Jr., Red-E, Country Squire, Economy, 
Univator, Jari, Gravely, Rototiller, 
Ariens, Wheel-Horse, Merry Tiller, 
Wiscon and George. 


~ é J 


SUNBEAM rotary mower has selective 
transmission. Comes in two engine 
sizes. Sunbeam Corporation, Chicago, 
Ill. 





MOTO-MOWER RIVIERA is designed 
to mow over terraces and around flower 
borders without scalping. Moto-Mower 
Division, Detroit Harvester Co., Rich- 
mond, Ind. 


JACKSON SPREADER CART is a 
combination unit that can be used either 
as a fertilizer spreader or garden cart. 
It is made by Jackson Mfg. Co., Harris- 
burg, Pa. 








Your garden of 





GARDEN 
GUARD 


Use on vegetables with 
safety. In 1-lb. can, 


ROSE DUST 





THERE IS A 


Bi aifoon 


A power mower is more than a 
frame, handle, blade and engine — 
there are basic differences that add 
bi to better Tangara and — 
of service. Here are only a few... 


in 
CPR. 
=. 


grass 
leaves straight up 
for a clean cut. 


pg iaevee ae 
Dome Deck wit 
a@ smooth under- 

design that 
spreads cuttings 
evenly, eliminates 
clogging of blade. 


. .. Offers you the 

exclusive Grind- 

A-Leaf attach- 

ment for really 

thorough pulver- Ss 

izing and com- 
lete freedom 
rom raking, haul- 

ing and rning 

of leaves. 


and here’s America s 
- +00 net 
premium power mowe 


Mow-MAsTER 


idth 
9-inch cutting W ; 
m4 ade engine, recoil starter | 
@ Side-trimmer design 
Lightweight ‘ 
ts for quick, easy » 
handling Vi, 


See it at your favorite store be- 
fore you buy . . . or write direct. 


PROPULSION ENGINE CORP. 
South Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
of Food 
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MODEL 206-7 
wiry GRASS Caroure 


SENSATION rotary mower features 
clipping catcher from side chute. 
Mower has reversible handle. Sensa- 
tion Mower, Inc., Ralston, Neb. 


ANTROL LAWNTROL is a long-last- 
ing lawn insecticide containing Dieldrin. 
Boyle-Midway, Inc., 22 East 40th St., 
New York, N.Y. 


PORTER-CABLE GRASS TRIMMER 
clips close to walls and trees. Manu- 
factured by Porter-Cable, Syracuse 8, 
N.Y. 


OHIO WHEELBARROW has 3-cubic- 
foot-capacity tray. One of several lawn 
tools made by John H. Graham & Co., 
Inc., 105 Duane St., New York 8, N.Y. 





ONE ENGINE 
DRIVES ALL THREE 


eSwitTcH 
ATTACHMENTS 
IN SECONDS 


YOU CAN DEPEND ON 
GEORGE FOR GOOD DESIGN, 
GOOD PERFORMANCE IN LAWN 
AND GARDEN 


You’re sure to have a perfect lawn with the 
new, easy-to-use, self-propelled Terro-Tiller. 
Simply wheel the Terro-Tiller unit up to the 
attachment you need (no lifting) and lock it 
in place . . . without tools or bolts. Then walk 
behind and steer— you never push—the pow- 
erful 24 H.P. engine takes care of the tough- 
est job. Terro-Tiller is ruggedly built for years 
of carefree duty, but so light to handle and 
store, a child can do it. See and “test run’’ 
the exciting new Terro-Tiller. 


power unit and any | tool 
available with 2% H.P. engine with 
Se Ts santa kewib ea cca huberossue 
extra attachments, each... 
all prices plus freight 


GEORGE GARDEN TOOLS 


Sullivan, Minois 


FLOWER GROWER 
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TRIM MASTER comes in two models, 
one large and ore small. Both have 
built-in edging guide. E. F. Britten, 
Cranford, N.J. 


PARKERETTE SWEEPER is a con- 
venient size for the home grounds. One 
of many models made by Parker 
Sweeper Co., Bechtle Ave., Springfield 
15, Ohio. 


t * ee | 


SCOTTS WAND is a bendy applicator 
for weed and crabgrass killers. Comes 
with cannister. O. M. Scott & Sons Co., 
Marysville, Ohio. 
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Medium Grey or Light Green Hi-tmpact Polystyrene 


See schedule at right 


GROWERS SUPPLY COMPANY 
(originators and sole manufacturer) 

PO Box 2211 

PLEASE ADD 10% POSTAGE TO ALL ORDERS 





DON'T PLANT YOUR SEEDS IN JUNK! 


One Perma-Nest outlasts 10 wood flats 
No Rot—No Rust — Permanent Color —Perfect Nesting 
Tested and Purchased by over 50 Gov't. and University Greenhouses. 


NEW Graceful LONG PLANTER—Red, Yellow, Grey or Green 


Ann Arbor, Mich. 


@ HEALTHIEST GROWTH—Crystal-hard sur- 
faces do not harbor any bacteria. No 
moisture absorption. Carry 50 at a time. 


CONTROLLED DRAINAGE—Shipped to 
you watertite. Easily insert as much drain- 
age as you need. 


ENJOYABLE YEAR ‘ROUND CONVEN- 
IENCE—Instantly washable to their origi- 
nal lustre. Attractive plantpot tray, indoor 
gorden planter, windowsill tray, table 
centerpiece, etc. 


Six Sizes 
128x234” 
3 for $1.65 
6 for 2.95 
12 for 5.50 
4x8x2'2" 
6 for $1.35 
6 for 2.50 12 for 2.50 
12 for 4.50 24 for 4.50 


COMBINATION OFFER—ONE OF EACH 4 SIZES 
ABOVE oe 95. 
4x16x32" 


14x 

WIDE AND DEEP 
$2.25 each 
3 for $6.25 


22x11x2%" 
2 for $3.50 
4 for 6.75 
6 for 8.95 
8x8x2%4" 
3 for $1.35 


x32" 
cnacerut Lt tone — 
3 for $4.00 

















» Day Trial—SAVE UP TO $15.00 


the finest print, thread the smallest needle, or other 
Set Se Preciton ground ent et in tames of Your ete 


Age 
FREE! | tert tor. Latest st Style | eCatalog and 


“ae —— co. : 
Dept. c.334 20 E. Delaware Pi., Chicago 11, mM. 





“GUMFINGER® 


The ONLY LAWN RAKE with Flexible Rubber Teeth 
ideal for “combing” the lawn free of 
leaves and clippings before reseeding 

or applying fertilizer. 
Will not tear grass roots, 
— Safe if stepped on. 
Sturdy hardwood handle. Lightweight. 


Sizes — 16”, $2.68; 20”, $2.95. Also 12”, 24” and 32” sizes. 
KAY 


PRODUCTS 


INDUSTRY 


tke w 





Os 





6517 Heintz Avenue 


poo nnn nnn 


CHAMPION SPRAYER COMPANY 


Manufacturer of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 


Distributorships available — write for details 


+ OS ieecaienerenrees 


It’s EASY, FAST 
ye. 

DUST or SPRAY 
with a 

CHAMPION! 


You can always depend on 
a Champion — quality - built 
since 1915 for perform- 
ance, long life and value. 
Write today for free litera- 
ture on all Champion port- 
able sprayers and dusters. 


Detroit 11, Michigan 


Dee eee eee eee ee ee EE ST SY sr 


— 
wn 























AGRICO SPECIAL RESULTS 


for your LAWN & GARDEN! 


See the wonderful difference when you 
give grass and all your plants the special 
“fitted formulas’? each needs, with 
AGRICO Special-Purpose Plant Foods. 
You’ll get special results not possib‘e 
with so-called “all-purpose” or “one 
element”’ fertilizers. 





SEE HOW AGRICO-FED TURF at right has 
strong, heavy roots below ground and thick, 
luxurious grass above. At left, improperly- 
fed grass, grown under same conditions, has 
weak, shallow roots below and poor, sparse 
growth above ground. Special-Purpose 
AGRICO makes the big difference! 
ECONOMICAL! EASY TO USE! SAFE! 
HUNDREDS OF GOLF COURSES; nurseries, land- No matter what you’ve used in the past, 
scape gardeners and thousandsofhomeowners get AGRICO Special-Purpose Plant Foods 
have proved they get special results with now and see the wonderful AGRICO differ- 
AGRICO Special-Purpose Plant Foods. Use ence in special results! Odorless, pleasant to 
AGRICO and enjoy rich, use, easy instructions on every pkg. Variety 
green “golf course lawns,” of sizes, from 5 Ibs. for about 60¢ to 100 lbs, 
and magnificent flowers, at big savings. Made only by The American 
shrubs, trees, vegetables. Agricultural Chemical Co., N. Y. 


Get these AGRICO Special-Purpose Plant Foods: 


* AGRICO for Lawns; Trees & Shrubs 

* AGRICO for Gardens 

* AGRICO for Broadieaf Evergreens and Acid-Loving Plants 
* AGRICO Rose Food 

* AGRICO Bulb Food 

* AGRICO for Turf (50% Natural Organic) 

* AGRINITE 100% Natural (not synthetic) Organic Plant Food 


For Special Results, you need 


AGRICO 


Special-Purpose Plant Foods 


me Now You Can Enjoy This Taste Treat... 
» WONDERFUL red rich 




















Exclusive licensed National Propagators and Dis- 
tributers of Potted Red Rich Strawberry Plants. 


EARLY EVERBEARING F-1 HYBRID TOMATOES 



























$i'85 pod.” (2S potted’ Tomato Plants ent ex: | 
Free Catalog ums, Phiox “and. Glads. 
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ECLIPSE DUO-MASTER comes in 
three sizes. Safety features on all; stag- 
gered wheels. Eclipse Lawn Mower 
Co., Prophetstown, Ill. 


Le 


LAMBERT SWEEP-O-MATIC is a 
combination sweeper and garden cart. 
Made by Lambert, Inc., Ansonia, Ohio. 


— 








CYCLO-MO is a self-propelled rotary. 
Has offset wheels to eliminate scalping. 
Cooper Mfg. Co., Marshalltown, Iowa. 





FLOWER GROWER 


























































You owe yourself 
the Extra Value 
of 


COLEMAN 
PRUNERS 


In spite of all we claim about the extra 
value of these pruners, the best way for you 
to find out is to try a pair yourself. Write to us 
and we will ship postpaid; money back guar- 
anteed if you are not satisfied. Be sure to state 
size in ordering. 

Prices of Coleman Pruners per pair 
20 inch long handles 
25 inch long handi 
30 inch long handl 


Washington Hardware Co. Inc 


42 44 EAST WASHINGTON AVE., 
WASHINGTON, NEW JERSEY. 




















The Home of Rare Trees & Shrubs 
Start a Collection—A Healthy Hobby 


True Cedar of Lebanon 3’ — $12.00 
Weeping Honey Locust 2’-3’ — $15.00 
Brimfield Gardens Nursery 
245 Brimfield Rd. Wethersfield 9, Conn. 














Your Lawn Can Lock Like a 
Patting Green 

Greens Zephyr is an easy to push putting 

green mower that gives a short, perfectly 

smooth 16” wide cut to lawns, golf and 

backyard putting greens. rates perfecti 

on Bent, Bermuda and all fine grasses. Ball 

bearings with Alemite fittings. 12 hardened 

Sheffield steel blades. Two sec- 

tion drive roller insures non- 

scuff turning. Speedy ad- 

justment, height of cut— 

5/32” to 15/32’. Absolute 

tops in design, moteriais 

Se Imported 

from England. vice 

parts in stock. $95.00 

f.o.b. Detroit. Ship- 

ped Express collect. 


om plete 
Satisfaction 


on request. 


Hiram F. Godwin & Son 
Bent Grass and Golf Supplies for 35 years 
22368 Grand River Ave., Detroit 19, Mich. 


MEW jai T/[ER 


Easiest to Handle! —_& New Point of Pull! 
~ *® Full 2 yr. guarantee! 
YOU NEVER have No Srey hendiebere 














to wrestle, tug, lift, 
push or pull the Jari. 
Self-propelled coordinated power ™ 
puts every bit of Jori’s horse- 

power (2% or 3.6) to 

work for you, Tilling is 

downright easy... 

all you do 

is guide! 

Write for complete 

information 


jeri provucts, inc. 


2936-T Pillsbury Ave., Minneapolis 8, Minn, 
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WISS SHEARS are made for easy cut- 
ting. Plastic handles are comfortable in 
hands. Wiss, Newark, N.J. 





LAWN TRIMMER made by Seymour 
Smith & Son, Inc., Oakville, Conn., 
comes with either roller or wheels. May 
be swung from side to side as well as 
pushed forward. 


WORCESTER ROTOR MAS” ER cuts 
a 20-inch swath. Built-in deflector con- 
trols clipping discharge. Savage Arms, 
Chicopee Falls, Mass. 


NEW clecftic 


GARDEN TILLER 


See this 
display at your 


Thousands of gardeners get more 
fun out of gardening with a Moe 
Hoe. This electric tiller spades and 
cultivates quickly—is light, easy to 
handle. Is the power source for 
work-saving attachments: trimmer, 
floor polisher, table saw, grinder 
and drill. 


Go in today—See the Moe 
Hoe display. Ask for free 
demonstration. For more 
information write: Moe Hoe, 
2705 S.E. Milwaukie Avenue, 
Portiand 2, Oregon. 








WHAT IS A MOE HOE? 


The Moe Hoe is an electric tiller 
that churns the soil 5 1%’ wide (101% 
with wide tines) and 6 inches deep. 
Plugs into regular electrical outlet. 
Is light weight, easy to handle, a joy 
to own. Many thousands now in use. 
In addition to being a tiller, the Moe 
Hoe has these attachments that make 
it an all-purpose outdoors or indoors 
power tool: wide tines, rotary trim- 
mer, drill, table saw, bench grinder 
and floor polisher. 


See the Moe Hoe at your garden and 
hardware dealers. Ask to try it yourself. 





MOE pl /([i;, HOE 


an Iron Fireman product 








ELECTRIC 
LAWN TRIMMER 
AND EDGER 


Bantam $24.95 
— Trim Master $39.95 
At Hardware * eA 
and Garden Supply Stores 

Write for literature 


E. F. BRITTEN & CO., INC. 
Cranford 6, New Jersey 














NOW! FASTER, EASIER, BETTER MOWING 


om Sunbeam Fo 


SENSATIONAL NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 












TWIN BLADE 
ELECTRIC ROTARY MOWER 
The MOST POWERFUL Electric 
ro eee Lawn Mower made. 
alte Full 1 Nereepower Meter 
uv ‘ 
rayne (Operates on 110 = gees Current) 
WHEEL LINE 





High-speed Twin Blades 
for smoother cutting. 
Twin discharge chutes 


spread fine clippings 
more uniformly. 






















Leaf mulcher saves 
leaf raking and burn- 
ing, at slight extra cost. 









Rotary Mowers 
with FREE WHEELING 
For easy mowing around trees, shrubs, etc. 
and SELECTIVE TRANSMISSION 
@ Higher speeds for normal grass 
@ Lower speeds for heavy grass 
21” Cut. Leaf Mulcher, $4.75 
(© Suabeam Corporation. 1956 


NBE “M CORPORATION, 5600 Ro 


















A BETTER LAWN 
and A BETTER GARDEN 


Ps in % combination 
TILLER and MOWER 


costs less than 
2 separate units... 


anise BOLENS 







THIS IS NATIONAL 
Now you can enjoy big savings and be sure of BOLENS MONTH! 
perfect lawn and garden care with BOLENS new 


POWER-PAK. 

it’s a compact engine and handle unit which can be 
mounted on the rotary tiller or lawn mower 
attachment ... in less than 60 seconds without tools! 


Ruggedly built, yet light enough so that a change- 
over is simple and easy for women and children. 


' 
' 

' 

' 

! 

' 
Free Contests and implement | 
demonstrations are yours during ; 
this gala Month—stop in at your 1 
neighborhood BOLENS DEALER ; 
' 

' 

' 

' 

1 

i 

! 

| 











today or tomorrow and register 
for the BIG contest. 





ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Get a free demonstration from your BOLENS DEALER. rane benendiy 

BOLENS PRODUCTS DIVISION | fii ine cotclog. 

Food Machinery and Chemical Corp. 

295-G S. Park St. * Port Washington, Wisc. ‘-------------------- 2 
BIG FREE CONTEST! VALUABLE PRIZES 
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CLEMSON has patented disc cutter to 
prevent grass from sticking under hood. 
Clemson Bros., Middletown, N.Y. 


MOW-MASTER features a side trim- 
mer for cutting close to walks and 
fences. Propulsion Eng. Co., Kansas 
City, Kan. 








REPUBLIC GENERAL rotary mower 
has two ejection chutes, one on either 
side, to keep grass from clogging be- 
neath housing. Sold by mail through 
Republic Hardware and Supply Corp., 
1670 Jefferson Ave., Buffalo 8, New 
York. 


FLOWER GROWER 
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Set Dial to Sprinkle 
5 to 50 feet 


Sil unbeam + ~ Ween 
Rain King ; rr 


AUTOMATIC MODEL K. The 
sprinkler you see on beau- 
tiful lawns everywhere. So 
easy to use, no muss or fuss 
se . —a turn of dial sets dis- 
GEORGE TRACTOR rotary mower | tance and spray automati- 
attachment for tractor. Easily attached | cally. Provides natural rain- 


to machine. George Garden Tools, Sul- | like shower, best for all lawns. Delivers up to 
livan, Ill. 


NEW MODEL S 
500 gals. an hour on 30 Ibs. pressure—gives OSCILLATING SPRINKLER 
deep soil saturation for a rich, thick lawn. 


ea Famous Sunbeam long-lasting quality. 
RIDE-A-MOWER riding rotary mower 
can cut up to an acre of lawn an hour. $9.75 (Colorado & West, $9.95). 


Has forward and reverse gears; can also | OSCILLATING MODEL S. Stainless steel 

be used as tractor. Ride-A-Mower Di- | tubing will not rust or corrode. Sprinkles 

vision, Midwest Mower Co., Hanni- | rectangularareas. Easy-to-set adjustment f 

bal, Mo. —gets into corners, waters up to walks, 

walls, etc. Powerful, precision built 

water driven motor unit separated from Adjusts for 
water channel. $13.95. CseueCapenionins G@sired crea 


Aunbeam CORPORATION 





DOO-KLIP SHEARS make short work 
of long grass. Have natural handshake 
grip. Lewis Engineering & Mfg. Co., 
Alliance, Ohio. 


WEED WAND spot applicator can be 
used with 2,4-D to kill dandelion, plan- 
tain and other weeds in lawn. Weed : 

killer comes with cane. Gro-Quick 

Sales, 10342 Lanark, Detroit 24, Mich. 


lawn and garden tools 





Modern home gardeners look 
for these tools with the 
Green Thumb brand. They’re 
light, they’re fast, they’re 
easy to use — and they’re 
DIXIE power mower has a swivel rear e448 guaranteed. A new Green 
wheel. It is light in weight and quick , Thumb tool free if any 
starting. Made by Southland Mower - ee proves defective. 

Co., Selma, Ala. 








GREENS MOWER is the same type 
used on golf course putting greens. It 
can cut grass exceptionally close. 
Operates well on Bermuda, bent and 
other fine grasses. Imported from 
England by Hiram F. Goodwin, 22368 
Grand River Ave., Detroit 19, Mich. 








THE UNION FORK & HOE COMPANY, COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 
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jet 


ia ight 
Jods 


New! ALUMINUM 


24 grass stop 


Look for all 3 in the Red-White- 
Blue Cartons 


ef your favorite 


dealer's store 








What is 


happening to 
English gardens ? 


by THOMAS G. EDRIDGE 


the overgrown paths of the Thorn 

estate, once as beautiful as any 
in southern England. It had been known 
among horticulturists for its collection 
of rare trees and shrubs. 

The estate lies within an hour’s walk 
of the Mayflower Stone by Plymouth 
Hoe and is bounded on one side by an 
estuary of the river Yealm. I approached 
the house through a wooded valley. 
One side was partly cleared of native 
trees and planted for half a mile with 
innumerable varieties of rhododendrons, 
azaleas and camellias, which bloom in 
almost every known color from winter 
on. Many of the rhododendrons were 
raised from seed obtained on expedi- 
tions to China by such great collectors 
as Farrar, Forrest and Kingdon-Ward. 

In another section two long terraces 
were cut along the hillside parallel to 
the river, and the ground was partly 
cleared for narrow, wandering paths. 
There were plantings of olearia from 
Tasmania, shrubs such as the tea tree 
and leptospermum from New Zealand, 
bottle-brush and acacia from Australia, 
eucryphia and embothrium from South 
America, magnolias in great variety and 
most of the lovelier and less-hardy 
shrubs and trees. Thorn was indeed a 
paradise for the expert. 

Now, where once a score of gardeners 
worked, the man who had been head 
gardener for thirty years and who had 
a national reputation for his knowledge 


Gite YEARS AGO I walked through 


of rhododendrons, had one man and a 


Cotehele Castle, Cornwall, once Earl of 
Mount Edgcumbe’s, belongs to National 
Trust. Daffodils are naturalized at rear. 





SAVE YOURSELF 
(A SMILE WALK 


every hour you ride 


(4) 








riding tractor 


RIDE while you work. Do more with 
less effort in less time. 
NEW 1956 optional WHEEL STEER- 
ING or patented TILLER. 
i. NEW 1956 dual-range all-gear 
speed change. 
| FOUR basic models, with or without 
. electric starting. 
Heavy-duty, field-quality matched im- 
plements. 
The ideal multi-service small tractor 
equipment for the estate owner, gar- 
den enthusiast, farmer, club or park. 
© All-season utility. Plow, cultivate, mow, 
haul, plow snow, etc. 


Write Dept. FG 


Manufactured by 


THE BAIRD MACHINE co. 
Builders of 
High Production Machinery Since 1849 


Send for literature and name of dealer. 
STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 





SOW ZOYSIA 
LAWN SEED 


SEED COSTS LESS 
(ft Tb. $3.00 sows 600 sq. ft.) 


SEED IS EASIER TO APPLY 


(Sow over existing lawns) or newly 

turned soils during warm weather. 
ZOYSIA JAPONICA SEED produces a mat-like lawn that 
smothers Crabgrass & other weeds. Here is what Mr. 
J. E. Fisher wrote: ‘‘The $500.00 I invested in Zoysia Seed 
last Spring is far cheaper thar. spending $500. 00 or the 
usual 100 Ibs. of ordinary lawn seed and several bags of 
fertilizer and the labor of applying it all every Fall not 
to mention the daily Summer sprinkling of lawns—some- 
thing not needed for Zoysia’. 


1 Ib. $3.00; 10 ths. $28.75 
Circular on request 
BURNETT-SEEDSMEN, Inc. 
23-25 WARREN ST., N. Y. 7, N. Y. 
FLOWER GROWER 














SIMPLIFIED 
SPRAYING with 


SAC-SPRAYER 


Here’s a family-size sprayer in truly modern 
form! Check the exclusive features that make 
it perfect for every home garden use: 
sy-to-carry shoulder strap bag is made of 
chemical-resistant plastic. Wearing it is so 
comfortable, it makes spraying a pleasure. 

Double-action gun provides instant pressure, 
gives continuous spray in 2 seconds, There’s 
no pressure in the SAC. Will not rust or 
corrode. ‘ 

Maintenance and storage are easy: washing 
is the only maintenance required, and Sac- 
Sprayer can be stored on a hook or in a 
drawer. 

Light in weght, 
weighs only % Ib. 
loaded. - 

Sac-Sprayer is versatile — nozzle adjusts 
quickly to any distance from 1 to 30 feet. 
Perfect for the vegetable garden, climbing 
roses, fruit and shade trees, applying liquid 


sac: Only $99 


SAC-SPRAYER 
1-Gallon Model 

Also available in 3-Gallon 
: Model at *12% 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
refunded. 

At Hardware Dealers or Garden Supply 
Stores. If not available, have your dealer 
order for you, or send direct, enclosin 


check or money order. Sac-Sprayer will 
be sent at once, parcel post prepaid. 


FIELD FORCE wre. co. wc. 


Phoenixville 4, Pennsylvania 
Every Garden Needs 


linylitler 


* Till 
* Cultivate 
* Mulch 


too — one-gallon model 
empty, 8% Ibs. fully 








* Trim 
* Cut Tall Weeds 


L. M. BROOKS CO. 


129 South 206th Street Seattle 8@, Washington 
FREE LITERATURE 
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boy to help him with the estate gardens. 

What had happened to the hundreds 
of wonderful plants? During the war 
they had to be neglected because labor 
was expensive and scarce. Vegetables 
were grown instead. Although many 
splendid plants remained, nature was 
steadily reasserting herself. Where 
grafts had been made, as with some rho- 
dodendrons and viburnums, the origi- 
nal plant had often died, allowing the 
unhindered stock below to send up 
vigorous suckers. Fine leptospermum, 
some trees 12 feet high, stood lifeless. 
Blackberry brambles spread over rare 
shrubs, strangling them. Young native 
seedling trees were pushing aside beau- 
tiful specimens from other lands. 

I wanted to photograph a splendid 
Magnolia Campbelli, which was over 
30 feet high, with hundreds of enormous 
pink flowers, but the undergrowth was 
too dense. When I asked the head 
gardener the names of some of the sur- 
viving rarities, he replied, shaking his 
head sadly, “I’ve even forgotten some 
of their names.” 

This is the story of a great many 
of our larger English gardens. Flower 
growing had to be practically aban- 
doned while nurserymen grew crops 
such as potatoes, cabbages, lettuce and 
tomatoes. Even bulbs and packets of 
flower seeds were scarce. The raising 
and distribution of new varieties was 
postponed. Our nurserymen have long 
ago returned to their regular business; 
but perhaps as a result of the war years, 
English gardens show a greater use 
today of plant strains developed in 
America—the Pacific delphiniums, the 
polyanthus primroses developed on the 
West Coast, the Cuthbertson sweet peas, 
and many varieties of iris, day-lilies, 
and roses that have originated in 
America. 

What of the large gardens that re- 
main? In the last few years I have 
visited many of these, especially in our 
milder regions, to talk about them for 
the British Broadcasting Corporation. 
Many owners of large estates, who 
could no* longer afford their upkeep, 
sold them to either public or semi- 
public organizations. Some open their 
homes and gardens to the public occa- 


Bieinheim Palace, a few miles from Oxford 
University, displays typical formal garden. 








HOUSEHOLD & GARDEN 


GLOVES 


~ 32 


Retain Sense 
of Touch for 
Delicate Jobs 


PAINTING 


Protect the Hands 
With Full Control 
of Brush 
or. Roller 


CLEANING 


Comfortable, Colorful 
Hand Protection 

for Household 

Chores 


You'll want several pairs of the new 
multi-color design SOFT TOUCH 
gloves. They're so smartly styled 
and practical that you'll never again 
use ugly, clumsy gloves. One size fits 
almost everyone. Washable — satis- 
faction guaranteed. Pastel Colors: 
Green, blue, and yellow with harmo- 
nizing multi-color back. 


At Better Dealers Everywhere 
If Esa dealer cannot supply you, 
order direct from us at st» gy! see or 
3 pairs @ $2.75 postpaid. Specify 
color. No. C.0.D.’s. 


BROOKVILLE GLOVE 
COMPANY, INC. 


Brookville, Pennsylvania 





Check these features of Savage 

rotary mowers and you'll know 

why more and more satisfied custom- 

ers each year say: “For quality and 

service, nothing beats a Savage!” Savage, 

long famous for gunsmith-craftsman- be 

ship, builds power mowers with this work-saving mower that’s built to give 
same precision engineering and manu- _years of superior service with minimum 
facturing know-how. The result...a maintenance. 


* New side chute prevents clumping 

* New deflector controls discharge 

* New offset wheel prevents scalping 

* Fingertip controls — no bending or stooping 

* Inset wheels permit close trimming 

* Leaf mulcher supplied, no extra cost 

* New sturdy, adjustable, streamlined handle 

* Steel deck — designed to take rough use 

* Powerful new 4-cycle Briggs & Stratton engines 


Visit your dealer soon and see the lete Savage line (including hand mowers and 
lawn sweepers). For colorful free booklet, write: Savage Arms Corporation, La 
Mower Division, 75 Broadway, Chicopee Falls, Mass. - ~ “ 
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sionally, charging a small fee to. help 
pay maintenance costs. A few of the 
choicer estates now belong to the Na- 
tional Trust, which maintains them and 
opens them to the public. These include 
the 60-acre Bodnant in North Wales, 
Hidcote Manor in Gloucestershire, Ny- 
mans in Sussex, Killerton in Devon and 
the small but exquisite Tintinhull in 
Somerset. [See article p. 44, FLOWER 
Grower, December 1955.] 

Dartington Hall, on the other hand, 
is one of the very few ancient gardens 
which is still privately owned and which 
has actually been improved in recent 
years. The gardens were partly re- 
planned between the two world wars, 
and Mrs. Elmhirst, wife of the present 
owner, told me that in 1935 an Ameri- 
can landscape gardener, Mrs. Beatrix 
Ferrand, was partly responsible for cer- 


TH AS EDRIDCE 


Dartington Hall, Devon, one of few pri- 
vately owned ancient gardens, has been 
recently improved. Irish yews border open- 
air theatre which was once a tilting yard. 


tain alterations. Dartington Hall goes 
back to the fourteenth century and once 
belonged to some of the English kings. 
I would consider it among the most 
attractive places in England. 

A recent tendency, especially in large 
gardens, has been to plant fewer annuals 
and perennials and more flowering 
shrubs, which need less attention. At 
one time fiowers were planted in mili- 
tant rows of combinations such as red 
geraniums, white daisies and blue 
lobelias. But with the influence of such 
pioneers in naturalism as William Rob- 
inson and Gertrude Jekyll, flowers were 
grouped in masses and the herbaceous 
border became popular. Clumps of per- 
ennials were arranged to allow for dif- 
ferences in size, to avoid color clashes 
and to give a succession of bloom. Long 
before 1939 an amazing range of flower- 
ing shrubs had been introduced from 
China and the Himalayas. They started 
as a trickle from Robert Fortune a 
century ago and steadily increased to 
a flood sent by plant hunters, not the 
least of whom was E. H. Wilson. These 
shrubs led to more informal planning 
and found their way into the herbaceous 
border. 

During winter in England few per- 
ennials give color and fragrance. Some 
that do are the white Christmas-rose, 
Helleborus niger, the mauve Algerian 
iris, I. unguicularis, and the hardy 
cyclamen. But many flowering shrubs 
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F 4 F Illustrated 
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and see how easy it is to get beautiful 
top quality garden favorites at 


Low Money-Saving Prices! 


Our catalog features sturdy, well-formed FLOWER- 
ING SHRUBS, famous name ROSE BUSHES noted for 
their rich fragrance and striking beauty, FLOWER- 
ING VINES, EVERGREEN SHRUBS, BARBERRY and 
PRIVET HEDGE, SHADE TREES. Hardy, evergreen 
ENGLISH IVY, BALTIC IVY, PACHYSANDRA, CREEP- 
ING MYRTLE. Colorful exhibition type PERENNIALS 
in wide assortment, low growing PERENNIALS for 
borders and rock gardens, CHRYSANTHEMUMS, 
GIANT PANSIES, GERANIUMS, BULBS, ROOTS, 
PIPS, CORMS. Also favorite varieties of FRUIT 
TREES, BERRY BUSHES, STRAWBERRIES, TOMATOES, 
ASPARAGUS, and other good things to eat. 
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24 WAYSIDE RD., EATONTOWN, NEW JERSEY 
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DUNBAR, W. VA. 


TREES... 
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Postpaid at planting time 
Write for Free Evergreen Catalog 
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excel in these qualities. The yellow 
jasmine Jasminum nudiflorum, red 
quince Chaenomeles lagenaria and the 
scented Daphne mezereum have been 
planted plentifully for years, even in 
village cottage gardens. To these shrubs 
have been added the hardy and usually 
scented ones such as _ winter-sweet 
Chimonanthus fragrans; the curious 
witch-hazel Hamamelis mollis; the car- 
nation-scented Viburnum fragrans; the 
winter heathers Erica carnea, E. medi- 
terranea and their hybrids; and in the 
damper and warmer regions (where the 
soil is free of lime) the early rhododen- 
drons and camellias. 

The larger the garden. the more 
flowering shrubs are likely to be planted. 
Some perennials are still planted, but 
not the half-hardy annuals and bedding 
plants of earlier days. 

Another recent change is the in- 
creasing use of roses other than the 
hybrid teas—roses which can be treated 
as flowering shrubs, need little pruning 
and are less exacting in soil require- 
ments. Many of the so-called “old- 
fashioned” roses of the nineteenth cen- 
tury suit the informality of modern 
English gardens. And the group of 
hybrid musk roses which are descended 
from Rosa moschata are beginning to 
attract attention. 

Although English gardeners 
drawn upon many plants of other coun- 
tries, we still love our wild flowers. 
Visitors to some parts of England must 
recall the lanes bright in spring with the 
primrose; the mist of bluebells in woods; 
the purple heather of the moors; the 


scent of the wild rose in our hedges | 


and the golden gorse of our cliffs. 


themselves as the most garden-minded 


people in the world. Chelsea Flower | 


Show continues to astonish visitors each 
spring, and the membership of the 
Royal Horticultural Society is a record. 


val Horiuturl Society i a record. | 


taken over for management by public 
organizations and the professional gar- 
dener has become more scarce, small 
private gardens have flourished and so 
has the amateur gardener. Nearly every 
little village has its flower show, gen- 
erally in the fall when chrysanthemums 
and dahlias are at their best. The 
artisan, the coal miner, the weaver may 
specialize in growing show flowers in 
his small garden. He does all the work 
himself and is usually more interested 
in the flowers he grows than the garden 
as a whole. He is less interested in 
shrubs because his is a small garden, 
and he may still indulge in growing 
annuals or biennials such as antir- 
rhinums (snapdragons) and wallflowers 
in masses of color. If there has been 
any loss in the quality of English gar- 
dening, the quantity has made up for it. 
Gardening in England has never been 
so popular as now.® 
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World's Finest 


Get your new, larger edition of famous 

STAR ROSE catalog. Filled with valu- 

able rose information and money saving 

offers. Full color and descriptions help 
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% Latest All-American Winners. 
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Every STAR ROSE guaranteed to bloom. 
Send for your catalog now. 
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FLOWER ARRANGERS: 
Now it’s easy to 


anchor “frogs” 


and to 
fix candles in can- 
delabra...to attach 
vases—or flowers, 
alone — on silver- 
ware,walls, mirrors 
to fix sibbons,ete. 
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What’s New in Plants 


[FRoM PaGE 70] in Ireland, produces 
great numbers of deep yellow flowers 
that are more striking than those on 
older forsythias. 

Dr. MERRIL is a relatively new hardy 
magnolia that transplants easily and 
grows rapidly. Its white star-shaped 
flowers appear in early spring. Its foli- 
age is particularly good, and hence even 
when not in flower the plant makes a 
fine lawn specimen. 

A delightful, deep-blue autumn- 
flowering shrub, Caryopteris HEAVENLY 
BLUE, does well in light sandy soils and 
in full sun. 

A little-known shrub from North 
Africa, Cytisus Battandieri, was recently 
introduced to American gardeners. 
Golden-yellow lupine-like flowers in 
tight clusters are produced in late May 
and June. 


Shade and Ornamental Trees 


One of the most unusual trees re- 
cently introduced into America or, more 
correctly, reintroduced after an absence 
of millions of years, is the DAWN REpD- 
woop, Metasequoia glyptostroboides, 
Fossils from Elka, Nevada, show that 
this tree existed in North America about 
fifteen million years ago. Seediings vary 
greatly in their growth rates. Some 
make as much as 4 feet of growth in 
one summer; others about half as much. 
A seven-year-old specimen in North- 
ampton, Massachusetts, is already 20 
feet tall. 

The MorAINE Locust, one of our 
newest shade trees, is now widely avail- 
able from nurseries in the United States. 
It seems to be doing well in all parts of 
the country where it has been tried. 

The Locust SUNBURST with bright, 
golden-bronze foliage, is completely 
free of thorns and is more resistant to 
insect pests than the common honey 
locust. Its brilliant coloring is limited 
to 8 to 10 inches of branch tips. It is 
a slow, compact grower and is as hardy 
as the common honey locust. 

The newest strain of NoRway MAPLE 
to appear on the market is CRIMSON 
KING, Acer platanoides nigra. It holds 
its bright red color throughout the 
spring and summer and hence is a de- 
cided improvement over the red-leaved, 
long-planted SCHWEDLER MaPLE, which 
loses its red color with the advent of 
warm weather. Because of its striking 
foliage, CRIMSON KING should be 
planted in a spot where it will not de- 
tract from the rest of the landscape. 

A strain closely resembling CRIMSON 
KING, FAASSEN’S BLACK, is said to have 
originated in a Belgian nursery; and 
another, GOLDWORTH’sS PURPLE, in an 
English nursery. 

Pinus thunbergii Compacta-Hreni, an 
attractive, compact pine especially suited 
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for wind-swept beach areas, was re- 
cently introduced to the trade by Joseph 
Hren, a nurseryman of Easthampten, 
Long Island. As early as 1939, Mr. 
Hren started gathering cones from the 
most attractive, hurricane-resistant Jap- 
anese pines planted along Montauk 
Highway at the eastern end of Long 
Island and the presently available trees 
are the result of this work. 


New or Unusual Fruits 


Apple. JERSEYRED, the first apple 
variety introduced by the New Jersey 
Agricultural Experiment Station, came 
from crosses made by the late Professor 
M. A. Blake. Its parents were WHITE 
WINTER PEARMAIN and GALLIA BEAUTY. 
JERSEYRED forms large fruits with more 
red color than ROME BEauTy. It retains 
a crisp, snappy flesh longer than RoME, 
and is a better eating apple and fully 
equal to RoME for cooking. JERSEYRED 
trees are vigorous, with strong branches 
and twigs, and large, tough, leathery 
leaves. It is resistant to fire blight and 
is not particularly susceptible to other 
common apple diseases. 

RuBy, a recent introduction by the 
Ohio Station, has deep red color, firm 
and fairly juicy flesh, and is recom- 
mended for cooking. Its parents are 
GALLIA BEAUTY and STARKING. 

WELLINGTON, a handsgme, early- 
maturing, red-streaked variety was re- 
cently introduced by the New York 
Agricultural Experiment Station at 
Geneva. 

A dwarf apple, DELCON, introduced 
by the Missouri Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station has red, medium-sized 
fruits, shaped like DeLicious, but it 
makes a _ half-sized tree for home 
orchard planting. 

JONADEL, a new apple developed at 
Iowa State College by crossing JoNa- 
THAN and DELIcIous, will be introduced 
into the trade during the winter of 
1957-58. It is less susceptible to fire 
blight than JONATHAN and has superior 
solid red fruits that retain their juice and 
flavor to the end of the storage season. 

Peach. In the last ten years or so, 
fruit breeders and nurserymen in the 
United States and Canada have intro- 
duced more than a hundred new 
peaches. Only a few of the most prom- 
ising kinds are listed here in their order 
of ripening. 

Early yellow-fleshed varieties: 

SPRINGTIME, one of California’s earli- 
est-ripening kinds (late May), was de- 
veloped after years of research by 
Armstrong’s Nurseries, Ontario, Cali- 
fornia. 

SOMERVEE, developed at the Horti- 
cultural Experiment Station, Vineland 
Station, Ontario, Canada, ripens very 
early, about six weeks before ELBERTA. 
It is decidedly hardy and is resistant to 
low temperatures when in bloom. 
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GIVE YOUR NEW SEASON PLANS 





OVER A HALF-CENTURY OF TIME-PROVEN 
SUCCESS in England is assurance beyond 
doubt that here .. . at last .. . in FAMOUS 
FERTABS is the answer to health and 
beauty for AFRICAN VIOLETS, GLOX- 
INIA, PHILODENDRON and like plants 


wherever you grow them . in the home, 
etc. 


in gr , cold fi 


No special care or preparation 
required to use Famous Fertabs! 
“PILLS FOR PLANTS” 

Use FERTABS in these convenient ways. . 
FOR ALL POTTED PLANTS. Place one FERTAB 
monthly just below the surface of the soil. 


FOR BULBS. Piace two FERTABS in the soil 
two inches from the bulb when planting. 


FAMOUS FERTABS may be obtained only di- 
rect from the sole accredited U.S. supplier. 
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THE START THAT MEANS SUCCESS 


Bring “GREEN THUMB” HEALTH...GROWTH... 
Abundant BEAUTY for which English Gardens are World-Famous, 
to your own indoor and out-of-doors gardening. 





AS FERTAB WATER. Crush two FERTABS 
and dissolve in one quart of lukewarm water. 
Provides the perfect formula to feed 
and water your plants in one operation. 


SEND $1.00 ONLY! (no stamps) You will re- 
ceive by return mail panos 100 Famous 
Se im convenient . . . non-breakable 
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} 100 FERTABS. Enclose $1 (no stamps) 
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Plant Stern's 3-Season Superfection Everbearing Strawberries NOW! ~ 
HAVE LUSCIOUS RIPE RED 


And Every Spring, Summer and Fall 


AND MMM... WHAT FLAVOR 


One taste and you know they're the sweetest, 
juiciest, most flavorsome strawberries that ever 
glorified a shortcake or a sundae! You'll en 
them in delicious homemade jams, pies, 
too—and ~ oe of all, fresh from the 
garden, with cream! 
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quality. good flavor, firm no 
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you in perf ndition. 15-99 plants 1i5c 
each. 100 roa care 10c each. Order direct 
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FAMOUS MEYER Z-52 ZOYSIA 

@ Crowds out weeds and crabgrass. 

@ Amazing new lawn grass — stays 
green under scorching summer sun. 

@ Air shipment! Write Dept. D for 
illustrated information. 


4961 E. 22nd ST. * TUCSON, ARIZ. 





GOLDEN EaRLy BIRD, a patented va- 
riety that ripens six weeks ahead of 
ELBERTA, is attractive, semi-clingstone, 
and fairly productive. 

DIxIRED, developed at the Fort Val- 
ley, Georgia, Experiment Station, ripens 
three days after GOLDEN EARLY BIRD. 
It is an attractive highly colored cling- 
stone with firm flesh and good size and 
flavor. 

PRAIRIE DAWN, ripening three days 
after DrxiRED, is a very productive red- 
striped clingstone with firm though 
somewhat coarse flesh of good flavor. It 
is one of the hardiest of all yellow- 
fleshed varieties. 

CoRONET, ripening four days after 
PRAIRIE Dawn, is a highly attractive, 
nearly freestone peach with firm flesh 
and excellent flavor. 

JERSEYLAND, a New Jersey introduc- 
tion, ripens two days after CoRONET. 
It is a highly colored, firm peach of 
good quality. 

Midseason yellow-fleshed varieties: 

REDHAVEN, one of the oldest varieties 
in this list, was introduced by the Michi- 
gan Agricultural Experiment Station in 
1940 and is now being planted exten- 
sively all over the United States. Ripen- 
ing four weeks ahead of ELBERTA, it is 
highly attractive, with firm flesh and 
good flavor. 

SOUTHLAND, from the Fort Valley, 
Georgia, Experiment Station, ripens 
about three weeks ahead of ELBERTA. It 
is a highly colored, attractive freestone 
peach with good flesh firm enough to 
withstand handling. 

FAIRHAVEN, another Michigan State 
introduction, ripens a day later than 
SOUTHLAND, is an attractive, productive 
freestone with firm flesh and good 
flavor. 

BLAKE is another New Jersey intro- 
duction. It is fully freestone, with skin 
three-fourths covered with an attractive 
red over bright yellow, and has unusual 
consumer appeal. It ripens a week 
before ELBERTA. 

SUNAPEE is a yellow freestone hardy 
peach developed in New Hampshire, 
where it ripens in late August. In con- 
trast to most peach trees, whose fruit 
buds winterkill at about 15 degrees be- 
low zero, it has withstood temperatures 
as low as 22 degrees below and still 
borne a crop. MEREDITH is another 
hardy variety, which ripens a few days 
after SUNAPEE. 

Late yellow-fleshed varieties: 

REDSKIN ripens just before or with 
ELBERTA and has better color than 
ELBERTA. Its quality is good. 

CONSTITUTION, developed in New 
Jersey, ripens ten days later than EL- 
BERTA. It produces attractive fruit of 
good quality but of small size. 

White-fleshed varieties: 

White-fleshed peaches are not grown 
nearly so commonly as the yellow- 
fleshed kinds. Three recent introduc- 
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HOLLIES 


FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD 
Send for Catalog in Color to 


Brownell Farms 
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NOVELTY DAFFODILS 


Ours is one of the best, if not the largest, selection 
of American grown Daffodil bulbs. Send for price 
list, or enclose 25¢ for = lete catalogue which 


should be ready in May. Special discounts on early 
orders. 


Grant E. Mitsch 
“DAFFODIL HAVEN” 
Canby, Oregon 

















For a Better Garden! 
ATLAS FISH EMULSION , 
100° Organic Fertilizer 


Gives Vigorous Growth + Feed as you woter 
Non-Burning - Deodorized * Inexpensive 
sy Pint postpoid, Dept. C 
or of your Garden Supply Store 





African Violets 


Special: Our — not duplicating those 


‘ou have, bloom size all different, labelled, 
1.00; 2 $1. 75; 3/$2.50; 4/$3.25; 5/$4.00; 10/$8.00. 
Postpaid. In Calif. add 3% Sales Tax. Catalog 
and Culture Guide, tells how to grow and get 
year-around bloom. Free, by air mail 12c. In this 
area, call amd see our A. V., Amaryllis, Iris etc. 


joom. 
CECIL HOUDYSHEL, Dept. F, La Verne, Calif. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEEDS 


#1794-African Violet Mixed, 50 seed 25c; 250 

seed $1.00; #622A-Crossandra, 3 seed 25c; 15 

seed $1.00; #809-Exacum, sky pias Pkt pies 

#587A-Coleus Brilliant, 40 seed 25c; #884, 

Gloxinia Gigantea Mixed, largest of all, Pkt. ose. 
ALL 5 (in 25¢ Pkts.) For $1.00 


GEORGE W. PARK SEED CO. Greenwood 47, S. C. 


LOVELY! 


Get this sparkli blend of beauti- 
fully colored rystaline Marble 
nes, for Po Plants, Bulbs, 
Fishbowls and many decorative uses. 
A mixture of many colors selected 
from foreign and domestic marble 
for it’ E natural beauty, and sparkling colors. 


L. E. CUNNINGHAM 79 1 Pound 
BOX 5000, TATE, GA. C Postage Paid 
Become a Landscape Specialist 
Increase your earning power. 
‘ Train for a new career. Thor- 
ough, easy-to-follow home-study 
method teaches you ern 
trends in landscape and garden 
design, horticulture, — — 
ete. 45 illustrated 
cessful graduates throu hout the 


es 40th year. Cata 
MERI mente National Home Btudy Coun 


AMERI N LANDSCAPE SCHOOL 
Dept. 146, ay Franklin Ave., Des Moines 10, lowa 
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tions are available to provide a 


4 | Hl ADI OL succession of high-quality fruit through- NOW READY! 
uy Our out the season. ‘onTn, 


EaRLY WHITE GIANT, a patented va- ' 
riety, ripens six weeks before ELBERTA. S P E C I A L 


It is a productive semi-freestone with . TUBEROUS 


large, highly colored fruits. 
; SUMMERROSE, from New Jersey, Pat Antonelli BEGON lA 
| ripens two weeks ahead of ELBERTA. Sdiesmanexer ASSORTMENTS 


It is a productive freestone with large, 
+ ee a —- Eimer Gove | attractive fruits. 

e world’s finest vari- : Hi PRIZE WINNING 
selenite WT aoe i LATERROSE ripens five days after Ev 


year—for over 35 years. Many of the | BERTA and is a very productive, attrac- Tuberous BEGONIAS 
most popular and famous varieties are | tive freestone of good quality. and 10 GLOXINIAS 
my introductions. Whether you want Pear. The Tennessee Agricultural Ex- dete weninan cial 06 Cees a ooh 


glads for shows, for cut flowers, or for ri ; . impeoved forms ef Gunes Ametican-arews 
your own back yard, it pays to start te ment Station se tly introduced Tuberous BEGONI and exquisite new 
with the best. (And, believe me, there our new pears—DaBNEY, AYRES, GLOXINIAS! 


is a big difference in glad bulbs.) MooeRrs, and Hoskins—which have the 25 Seedling Plant Assortment com- 


‘ aie lete with instructions and special 
MY CATALOG in color, I think, is the | fine eating qualities of European pears Plant food. Safe arrival guaranteed. 


best and most helpful glad catalog pub- | and the disease resistance of Oriental SPECIAL 5 


lished. It gives many pointers on cul- | pears. They have good quality and are 
ture and describes and classifies nearly virtually immune to the fire blight dis- GLOXINIAS Postpaid 
350 varieties by various attributes. 


: : illustrated 
4 ease. In Tennessee, DABNEY ripens in 
ae slads and every type | tate July and early August. Its fruits PRIZE-WINNING 


are sweet, subacid d medi ized. 
Here are a few unlabelled collections AYRES, which pe Ney ia ees cee * B E G °o ty I A s 


that cannot be equalled by any grower. hes golden-fseet, attractive . fruit. 38 G L re) x l N ! A 5 
STAR COLLECTION 


serene MOoeRS matures from late October on- STREPTOCARPUS 

40 varieties in all colors, gga — ward as a golden-russet fruit with crisp, sties baad 
Medium See $4. at 1090 | Subacid flesh. It is especially good for The flower gardener’s most 
canning. HoskINs, a winter pear, har- popeler assortment of 
DARK COLLECTION #5 8 , pent, Sturdy shade - loving seed- 
All dark varieties, ve ular vested about October 1, has golden- : Ty this Sommer 
oe aa per 100 _| Tusset fruit of subacid flesh that is good ‘ a 
Medium Size $5. per100 | for both dessert and canning. 25 assorted color seed- 


lings with complet 
DE LUXE COLLECTION #3 Cherry. METEOR, a red tart cherry taotrnctions for a nt 


Real aristocrats, 40 varieties recently introduced by the Minnesota ig heh = 
$12. per 100 Station, is suitable for the colder re- ‘a. arrival guaranteed. 
SUPER DUPER COLLECTION gions: of the country. Its parents are i SPECIAL 
The last word in an unlabelled col- MONTMORENCY and a very hard, small- : : 5 
we ee cS Lr fruited, medium-dark red, unnamed Postpaid 
bain, neste SEAR oe $25 penne variety obtained from the Canadian Ag- stunbretnabus 
‘iit ricultural Station at Morden, Manitoba. illustrated 


PINNACLE Fruits are large with bright red skins PRIZE-WINNING TUBEROUS 
Our introduction of the year! Opens 


duc " and yellow, medium-firm, and medium- 
10 to 11 h bh f light bi <i . . 
GA ee juicy flesh. In relation to maturing dates B E C) @) N | A S 
$2 each , | of standard varieties of red tart cherries, Be . govy ot the naigtpemheet wi pee- 
All Above peeved <2" | METEOR ripens about midseason. ons eaeem, ts cme with 


most lustrous colors, improved forms with 
Plum. OREGON TRAIL is a hybrid pg American-grown Anton- 
produced by crossing the purple-leaved 25 Sng Ag - i 
plum Prunus cerasifera variety Pissardi Double Sest, Acetd.. cckers. Ie: 
and the delicious yellow-fruited plum | CAMBLEIATYPE sit food. included. 
Suro. The fruit, with cherry-red skin . Sete excivel auee- 
: and yellow-orange flesh, is excellent for fr ry — ee 
CHAMPLAIN VIEW eating fresh. The foliage, bright red in 
spring, changes to red green on the 
GARDENS upper surface and to bright red purple 
Box F-4, BURLINGTON, VT. on the lower surface as the season 


advances. i 
Oe AS ee ES 
ADVANCE ANNOUNCEMENT! Small Fruits for Gardens 


Aufumn Carden Tour Blackberries. Two varieties for the 
° Northeast recently developed at the 
of the Orient! New York Experiment Station are 
VANCOUVER © JAPAN © FORMOSA BAILEY, with large, attractive, moder- 
HONG KONG « SIAM ¢ HAWAII ately firm, subacid fruits of good 
See the famous private gordens ond quality, and HEDRICK, with large, glossy, 
estates: Gp secctet levieantes. Se attractive fruit that is pleasantly acid 
well as the fomous sights of the 
For East! For information write and ripens a few days before BAILEY. . 
JEAN BERKE TRAVEL SERVICE, Inc. Another good variety for the Northeast : 
ee aeaee mean is ELDORADO. Antonelli Bros. 
: Scientists at the same experiment sta- SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 


Blue-ribbon 
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Make and sell corsages, 


pe japrayy, holiday, wedding 8 ye 


e show you how. Train at home a 
wor! ine to Your own profitable business or earn 
good salary a ae Our Home Study method 
trains ves ee earn from very first 
lesson. of successful students recom- 
mend a Write for free information 
or send $1 for 1 illustrated booklet, “How to Make 

33 Arrangements.” 
FLOWER SoRerts.. INC. 
FG inta Cruz, Calif, 





pa PRIZE WINNING FLOWERS EVERY MONTH 
OF THE YEAR. Learn the sure, easy methods and 
y og - Se of professional growers. EARN BIG 
MONEY full or spare time. Our easy-to-understand 
Home Study Lessons and Growi hedules train 
you to grow Spuenteey and tably. Sell from 
your own rden-greenhouse ‘‘plant outlet.’’ Write 
for free information or send 25c¢ for student news- 
letter, The Greenhouse Grower 


FLOWER SCHOOLS, INC. Some“C-ce cate 





w%)2 
ile Fg FREE CATALOG in full color. Tolls 
~ how to make and plant o pool. Low Calif. 

SS Y 
a lornia Postpaid prices for big, vigorous, 
A iN flowering winter-hardy Water Lily roots. 
ay colors. Large selection. sooeiay 
pool plants $4 postpaid! Order 

pat WATER GARDENS, Box 13 Paramount, Cali, 








tree - pean perpen po ally, 
evergreen shrub-type. All plants 4” 
to 6” with mass of roots from 242” 
pots. Postpaid at planting time. 

Ask for FREE E Catalo, 





. KADE 


4 WHEEL TRACTOR 


is ideal 


Nias 


FREE catalog write Dept. 7 


at- 
includ- 
le Rowes. 








Box F + SILVERTON, OREGON 
HANDY GRAFTING KITS 


Graft fruits, nuts, roses, ca- 

melilias, etc. 

ALL-SEASON materials and easy 
graft 





EAS included. Kit shown, 
$3. 25; Fay“ et kit, $1.95 Post- 
paid C.0.D. Free bulletin. 


Green Thumb Products 


Box 6273-F, Memphis, Tenn. 











tion at Geneva, New York, have suc- 
ceeded in crossing a blackberry with a 
red raspberry to produce an upright- 
growing bramble hardy enough for the 
northeastern United States. It produces 
fruits similar to the popular LoGAN- 
BERRY of the Northwest. Although these 
plants are not commercially available at 
this writing, they should be within a 
year or two. 

Currants and Gooseberries. RED LAKE 
is the best currant, and PooRMAN, the 
best gooseberry. A tree form of the 
ENGLIsH GOOSEBERRY, widely pub- 
licized in the last two years, is produced 
by grafting Ribes Grossularia on vigor- 
ous understock of the mountain currant, 
Ribes aureum. 

Elderberry. Wild elderberries have 
long been popular for pies and home- 
made wine. A new cultivated variety, 
ApamMs, with fruit clusters and berries 
considerably larger than those of wild 
sorts, is available. 

Grapes. Among new or unusual 
grapes developed in recent years are: 

GOLDEN Muscat, which forms un- 
usually large clusters of large, seeded 
berries of golden color and with the tang 
of the European muscat grapes. Al- 
though hardy, its berries do not ripen 








as SELECTED 
BACK BULBS 4 
wit! 
NEW GROWTH 
all LABELED 


a 
sso FERN HAWAIIAN Nursery 


LON BL ¢ WILMINGTO Al 





Box 29-F 
GRANTS PASS 
___ QREGON 
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well in regions with a short growing 
season. 

SENECA is a very early white grape of 
excellent quality for eating out of hand. 

SCHUYLER is an early-maturing blue- 
black grape that ripens three weeks 
ahead of ConcorD and has the sweet 
vinous flavor of many European varie- 
ties. 

The first colored seedless grape to be 
produced by a plant breeder is BEAUTY 
SEEDLEss, a jet-black, early-ripening 
grape with a heavy bluish bloom. It is 
about the size of THOMPSON SEEDLEss. 
A tender variety, BEAUTY SEEDLEsS can 
be grown only in climates similar to that 
of the California coastal valleys. 

Other relatively new grapes for 
milder climates are CARDINAL, an early- 
maturing, large red; ITALIA, an attrac- 
tive, large-fruited white; and PERLETTE, 
a firm, crisp seedless, maturing much 
earlier than THOMPSON SEEDLESS. 

In the cooler sections of the west 
coast it is better to grow the so-called 
American or hardy grapes, such as 
CATAWBA, CONCORD, DELAWARE, and 
FREDONIA. 

Raspberries. 
introductions: 

AMBER, developed at the New York 
Agricultural Experiment Station, has 
beautiful amber-colored berries that 
ripen about mid-July. Its unusual color 
and high quality make it worth while 
for home gardens. 

BLACK Hawk is a hardy black variety 
developed at Iowa State College. Its 
fruit is excellent and freezes well. 

BURGUNDY has large purple fruits 
of delicious flavor and is robust. 


Here are some recent 








NEW! GROWRIGHT 


Pulverized Sphagnum Moss 
For amazing success with seeds . . . stop damp- 
ing off, save delicate roots ond control growth 
for transplanting at proper time. Ideal for 
plants grown shipment. Ask your supplier 
for Growright. Dealers wanted. 

WRIGHT CHEMICAL CORPORATION 
627 West Lake Street Chicago 6, Ill. 














For a Better Garden! 


ATLAS FISH EMULSION 
100°% Organic Fertilizer 


Gives Vigorous Growth + Feed as you water 
Non-Burning - Deodorized * Inexpensive 
$4 Pint postpaid, Dept, C 
or at your Garden Supply Store 





the MIRACLE DRUG 


> Causes wondrous plant mutations 


A simple scientific chemical means of creat- 


ing new forms in flowers all plants. Easy to $h00 POSTPAID 
use. Complete kit with instruction booklet NO C.0.D. 


ROMAINE B.WARE sox r, cansy, orecon 


man, 100 AFRICAN VIOLETS 
* EASY * FASCINATING 1°° 


* INEXPENSIVE «x FUN 
Complete assortment only 

OFFER WE'VE EVER MADE! GET as man: yh 100 
AM VIOLETS (including rare er in this fine 


ioe ie blots shapes, leat forms, bs ee ab ALIKE! y 





instructions 
aS Or, if 
propagating 





Learn to make Professional corsages, 
arrangements, wedding and funeral 
designs. Study and earn your diploma 
at home. Magen spare or full time 
money maki tunities or hobby. 
Send for F EE booklet “‘OPPOR 
TUNITIES IN FLORISTRY” 


—e. hey INSTITUTE 
ne & Robertson Blvd. 
y PF ny a California 
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STURDY HARDY 
Perennials 


Rare and standard hardy perennial plants for 
rock garden or border. Visitors welcome at 
nursery; weekdays only, please! Illustrated 
Catalog with road map, on request. Dept. Z. 


Pearce Seed Co. “WiviienstY 
EVERGREEN HEDGE 


American Arborvitae, 3 yr. seed- 
lings, 8" to 14", Beautiful ever- 
green hedge. Shear to any shape 
or height. Postpaid planting time. 
Write for Free Evergreen = 


USS o8 7-0 FORESTS 


SeMpervivuMs 


12 varieties $3.00 post paid. 
MacPherson Gardens Dept. F, 2920 Starr, 
Toledo 5, Ohio. See Our Advertisements 

in the Classified Section. 


FREE ADVANCE COPY SPRING CATALOG 


illustrated | pages of unusual and hard-to-find 
t and accessories for African 
supplies Gloxinias, Geraniums, Azaleas, all green- 
house and indoor plants. re from potting 
mixes and plant s to large a Re ald plant 
stands and fluorescent lighted plant carts. Largest 
selection any catalog specializing in supplies for 
| segs plants and greenhouse. Send now for your 


free copy. 
THE HOUSE PLANT CORNER, Box 886, Oxford, Maryland 


GET ACQUAINTED OFFER! 


HEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 


BLUEBERRIES 


Certified, early, mid- 
season, ‘late varie- 
ties. FREE LITER- 

ATURE. Whole- 

salers, write for 

eMiETT 


153 Chew MENT 153 Chew Rd. Hammonton, N. J. Largest in N.J. 


BULBS 


From Meliand 





























“rocus, Lilies, pt + and 
Er f besides eladioll, 
wily = ffodils, etc. are want 
ndly s 
All bulbs potty duty and 
freight paid to destination. 
EMSK 


ERK 
c/o P. Van Deursen Sassenheim-Holland 


EDEN ROAD 


RIS. GARDEN 





ESHEL' co 
Dept. R- (94, 09 Light St., Balto. 2, Md. 


FOUNDATION PLANTING ” 


10 Plants: 6 Pfitzer Juniper, 
spreader, blue-green. For sunny 10 for 
spots. 4 Japanese Yew, upright, 
compact, deep green. Sun or 
shade. All 2 and 3 times trans- $1 2.95 
planted, 10” to 16”. Strong roots. 

Postpaid at planting time. FREE CATALOG 





Box 7-D 
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CANBY is particularly suited to the 
Pacific Northwest. The fruits are large, 
bright red, and excellent for eating 
fresh or for freezing. 

New HAMPSHIRE is a vigorous, win- 
ter-hardy variety with firm, conical, red 
berries ripening in New Hampshire in 
midseason. 

PURPLE AUTUMN is a large-fruited, 
purple raspberry which matures in mid- 
season in the Middle West. 

SEPTEMBER is an autumn-fruiting, or 
so-called everbearing, raspberry with 
berries of fair quality in summer. The 
flavor of the late or fall crop is far 
better than that of the early crop. 

Strawberries are popular in home 
gardens because they produce good 
crops in‘a small space and are relatively 
easy to grow. As a result of co-opera- 
tion between scientists of the United 
States Department of Agriculture and 
those at several state agricultural ex- 
periment stations, virus-free strawberries 
that will outyield and outlive non-virus- 
free plants are now available. 

Among the currently available virus- 
free plants are such long-popular kinds 
as CATSKILL, FAIRFAX, PREMIER, and 
SPARKLE, as well as some of the more 
recently introduced kinds, including 
STELEMASTER, POCAHONTAS, DIXxIE- 
LAND, and VERMILION. 

The following are some recently in- 
troduced or unusual strawberries: 

Empire, with bright, glossy, medium 
red, large fruits; EDEN, with fruits that 
have firm red flesh and tart flavor and 
hence are excellent for slicing and freez- 
ing; and Essex, with small fruits of 
excellent quality, suitable for home gar- 
dens. All three varieties were developed 
at the New York Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station at Geneva. 

JUMBO is a June-bearing variety espe- 
cially good for freezing. 

STARKRIMSON produces currant-red 
fruits with firm flesh that is crisp and 
juicy. It matures in the latter part of 
May in the Midwest. 

STRAFFORD is a late-maturing straw- 
berry developed at the New Hampshire 
Experiment Station. 

STELEMASTER, developed by the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture in co-operation with the Maryland 
Agriculture Experiment Station, is the 
first strawberry bred to resist all strains 
of the fungus that causes red stele dis- 
ease. Virus-free plants are also avail- 
able. 

VERMILION, already mentioned as 
available free from virus infection, is 
also somewhat resistant to leaf spot and 
red stele diseases. 

Home gardeners who prefer to grow 
the everbearing kinds will like ARapa- 
HOE, BRILLIANT, GEM, SUPERFECTION, 
and Rep Rich. RED RICH has, in all 
probability, enjoyed a greater sale to 
home gardeners than any other ever- 
bearing variety offered in recent years.® 
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GROWERS OF 
THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 





CHRYSANTHEMUMS -DAYLILIES 
HOSTAS-IRIS- PEONIES 


Large 4 
FREE GARDEN BOOK with SPECIAL OFFER 
to NEW CUSTOMERS 
SHOEMAKER’S GARDENS 
Dept. F, Box 26, Overland Park, Kans. 











TE 


FREE CATA 


[lastrated I ely Pool 


WATER Dept. F-4 
$50 F Street 
GARDENS Binghamton, N.Y. 














par ond fertilize your soil; 
fi multiply rapidly. Excellent fish- 
‘i ing _T gg for Free Folder 
- i a 
5s a ey per 1000, ‘prepoid 


LVER SADDLE FROG RANCH 





BEAOTLESS WATER LILIES 


Free cclortyl catologue teth how to make gorden 





eee ee 





PACHYSANDRA 


ee ee See ee Se te Sees 
as well as the shadiest gtass will not 
grow. Grows at even eh oe gs of hoy 8 inches. Plant . 
inches apart. 25 for $1.75; 50 for $3.25; 100—$6.00 
1000—$50.00 Prepaid and neatly packed. ORDERS SENT 
IMMEDIATELY. 


Peekskill Nurseries Shrub Oak 10, N.Y. 


RARE FLOWERS 


A thousand unusual 
flowers interestingly 
described in the illus- 
trated catalog that is 
yours for the asking. 
PEARCE SEED CO. 
Dept. Z, Moorestown, N. J 








Stamps For Collectors 


A collection of 115 different stamps 
from all 5 continents. Includes Airmails, 
Commemoratives, Dead Countries and 
stamps over 60 years old. Value over 
$2.00. Introductory price only 10c. Fas- 
cinating Free stamp literature and other 
stamps “On Approval” also included. 
Globus Stamp Company, Dept. 74, 268 
4th Ave., New York 10, N.Y. Unsur- 
passed Service Since 1929 Guarantees 
Your Satisfaction. 
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Shakers 
‘n’ Sugar 
Pot 











A Gay Deceiver! 


Looks so real you can almost smell the 
ROSES. Bright RED ROSE serves 
per, the gay YELLOW ROSE holds ah. 
Their green stems fit into a brown lid 
that covers the SUGAR POT. This 
lovely plastic centerpiece is 714” tall. A 
perfect gift! $1.25 ppd. Every penny re- 
turned if you are not delighted. Grand- 
ma Pennypincher, Box 750, Dept. FG, 
Houston 1, Texas. Write for free 
catalog. 





Rain Gauge 


Stop guessing how much rain fell on 
your garden last nite, or while you were 
away! Seientifically accurate, Rain 
Gauge measures up to 3% inches of rain. 
It mounts easily anywhere in your gar- 
den or yard, and can be read at a glance. 
Makes an ideal gift for home gardeners, 
farmers or just as a hobby! Only $1.00 
postpaid. Send check or Money Order 
to Jato Products, 1110 S. Grove Avenue, 
Oak Park, Illinois. 
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shop in 


Flower Grower's 


GENERAL 


HANDCUFFED TO CHARM with antique 


‘ sterling silver cuff bracelets made from heir- 


loom napkin rings. Collected over a period 
of years, each is an original—no twWo alike, 
no two the same width. State your preference 
as to width. Some are dated from early 1800, 
others engraved with names or monograms 
which can be removed if preferred. $5.00 
each, postpaid, tax incl. Jamaica Silver- 
smiths, FG-4, 79-32 164 St., Jamaica 2, N. Y. 


SEW A FINE STITCH by hand or machine 
and make yourself a Gingerbread Man apron. 
Pre-cut fine quality washable brown broad- 
cloth, with pink or white ric-rac trimming. 
Kit contains easy-to-follow instructions with 
all neecssary findings and completely finished 
Hot Mitts which snap on and off. A delight- 
ful hostess apron, yet practical enough for 
everyday use. $2.95 complete kit, two for 
$5.50 postpaid. Merry Piper of California, 
FG-4, 17211 Strathern St., Van Nuys, Calif. 


MOTHER’S DAY GIFT! An heirloom 
bracelet with as many shoes attached as 
there are tots to dote over. For Mother to 
cherish and Grandma to wear with pride! 
Name and birth date of each child is en- 
gtaved on the sole of a separate shoe 34” 
in length. Of Sterling Silver or 23K Gold 
plated on Sterling, equisitely handwrought 
right down to the tiny bow on the shoelace. 
Bracelet $2.50. Bar Pin $1.50—made as long 
as mecessary. Each shoe, $2.50 postpaid. 
Tax incl. Zenith Gifts, FG-4, 55 Chadwick 
St., Boston 19, Mass. 

















Genuine Sundial 


Tell Time by the Sun! Beautify your 
lawn or garden with a sandcast alumi- 
num sundial. Lightweight, rustproof, 
permanent. The easy-to-read black nu- 
merals on white enameled background 
stand out in sharp relief. Full 12” diam- 
eter. Quickly mounted on 1” post or 
pipe. Only $5.95 ppd. Compare size, 
price, material and construction with 
other sundials, then order from Foundry 
Specialties Co., P.O. Box 583, Utica, N.Y. 





Geranium - Scarlet Princess* 


A winner at many Spring Flower 
Shows. A vivid, true scarlet Geranium 
with heavy dark green foliage. A splen- 
did bloomer with short flower stems and 
large blooms. 6 heavy, well rooted cut- 
tings for $2.50. Also some splendid soft 
salmon shades at $2.00 for 6. Send for 
complete list. Shipped postpaid any- 
where in the United States. Flowerland 
Nurseries, Box 1136, Peoria, Ilinois. 
*Patent No. 875. 
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STO HE " Erna W. Cass 


ADORABLE “SMILEY” doesn’t go to 
market any more; he goes to the bank instead 
with the $50 in mixed coins or the $200 in 
silver stored inside of him. He's big and 
fat, 7” x 4” and made of all metal; he'll last 
forever. Opens with any key for reuse over 
and over again. An attractive and practical 
gift for child or adult. $3.95 postpaid. Wiley 
Watson Corporation, FG-4, 33 West 9th St., 
New York 11, N. Y. 


A GAY DECEIVER is this bright red plas- 
tic apple that looks good enough to eat. 
Cleverly designed miniature holds thimble, 
black and white thread, needles, needle 
threader, and pins stuck in a cork pin cush- 
ion. On the stem is a pair of tiny, gold- 
toned scissors with a magnetized bottom. 
Ideal for traveling or in the office for emer- 
gencies. $1.00 postpaid. Grandma Penny- 
pincher, FG-4, P. O. Box 750, Houston 1, 
Texas. 


SALT AND PEPPER ALA CART. Minia- 
ture tea cart holds salt and pepper shakers 
of gold finished glass with 24 Karat Gold 
plated caps. In the center well are colorful 
fake flowers to match the floral design on 
the drop leaves. Cart is 7” long, 344” high 
and 2144” wide. A wonderful conversation 
piece for your breakfast table—grand for gift 
giving. $1.50 postpaid. Howard Sales Com- 
pany, FG-4, 1650 Belmont Ave., New Hyde 
Park, N. Y. 


Si Raat ea et titanic x | 





The Floracart 


The original, most popular Garden on 
Wheels. Two models available, 3 Tray, 
$52.50, 2 Tray $41.50. Practical, sturdy 
aluminum tubing guaranteed construc- 
tion. Large capacity water tight trays 
19” x 49”. Ball bearing wheels. Designed 
for use with Fluorescent fixtures. Write 
for literature and additional informa. 
tion on new accessories being offered. 
Tube Craft, Inc., Department D, 1950 
West 114th Street, Cleveland 2, Ohio. 


APRIL 1956 





For Better Outdoor Cooking 


You'll get delicious, juicy, tender 
steaks, chops and barbecues every time 
on this superior grill. A complete char- 
coal range of heavy stove iron, with 6- 
way draft control that insures uniform, 
even heat at temperature desired. 2544” 
x 24” grilling and warming area, large 
oven. Easily taken apart for carrying 
or storage. $47.88 fob factory, fully 
assembled. Wt. 185 Ibs. American Play- 
ground Device Co., Anderson, Indiana. 





Magnetic Towel-Tote 


Self attaching, permanent, powerful 
magnets firmly grip on side of refrig- 
erator, metal cabinets and other steel 
surfaces. Holds hand or dish towels, 
wash cloths or pot holders. No tools 
necessary. When placed low it keeps 
Kiddie’s towel within reach. Grey chan- 
nel with smart pink peg. Channel 544” x 
14%”. Peg 244”. $1.00 each, ppd. Write 
for free catalog. Fischer's, 43-66F Bowne 
St., Flushing 52, N.Y. 





Humming Bird Syrup Feeder 

A non-breakable, clear view, plastic 
feeder decorated with brilliant red, yel- 
low or orange flower and green leaves. 
Holds 1/3 cup sugar and water syrup 
which attracts the Ruby Throated Hum- 
ming Bird. Special gift package of all 
three colors for $2.50 postpaid. Pam- 
phlet and catalog sent with each order. 
Single feeder 90¢ postpaid. Clymer Sales 
Co. Inc., Point Pleasant, Bucks County, 
Penna. 





Rustic Well & Bird Bath 


You can make this for only $5.65, 
save $25.00. It’s easy and lots of fun. 
Attractive addition to any home, winter 
or summer. Build in patio, on lawn or 
in back yard. Birds will love the bird 
bath and will attract all varieties. Your 
friends will come to see it, too! Do-It- 
Yourself Plan with complete material 
list, $1.00, cash, check or M.O. C. A. 
Russell, Paradise Valley, Dept. FG., 
Atascadero, Calif. 


131 





Instantly Opens All Screw Caps! 


Get the “Grip-Tite” Cap Remover and 
end tight top trouble forever! Positive 
vise-grip action instantly opens all types 
of screw caps on any jar, bottle or tube. 
Adjusts from smallest cap to large top 
4-4.” across. Cadmium plated heavy 
gauge steel made to last a lifetime. 
Order now: only $1.00 ppd. in U.S. (No 
COD’s.) Free Catalog—grill accessories, 
household items, gifts at lowest prices! 
Grill-Aid Co., Dept. FG-46, Carthage, Mo. 





Wreught Iron Planter 


Artistically and expertly fashioned in 
traditional craftsmanship of the past 
with an appreciation of the present 
decorative trends! Planter lends charm 
when used either indoors or outdoors. 
Stand measures 20” high, 2114” long and 
814” wide. Comes in white only. Metal 
liner may be had in white or green. 
$15.00 shipped f.o.b. Lyttle Metalcraft 
Studie, Box 48, Edenton, Ohio. Write 
for free catalog. 





_ Flower Arrangers!! 


For lovely flower arrangements use 
BLUE RIBBON Flower Holders and 
Vase Stands! Flower Holders (hair-pin 
type) nonrusting, hold large or small 
stems at any angle. If not available lo- 
cally send us $2.00 for a holder large 
enough for a dinner table arrangement, 
and $1.50 for two Vase Stands, plus 25c 
postage. Blue Ribbon Flower Holder 
2315-17 Fourth St., Cuyahoga Falls, 

io. 
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GRACEFUL GIANT BUTTERFLY weath- 
ervane to brighten your garden the year 
‘round. It points into the wind and at the 
slightest breeze flutters its wings like a giant 
Tiger Swallowtail. Authentic colors of a but- 
terfly. Made of aluminum, brass and steel, 
completely rust-proof. Comes with its own 
post for easy lawn mounting and strap for 
side mounting. $9.95 postpaid. Ficker Re- 
cording Service, FG-4, 10 Arcadia Road, 
Old Greenwich, Conn. 


PERSONALIZED COFFEE TABLE. 
Smartly designed with its lacey delicate top 
and with your initial hand-worked into the 
design, it will bring charm and distinction 
to the friendly grouping of your room. 
Choice of black satin or decorator eggshell 
white finish. 16” x 48” x 16” high. $32.60 
Without Initial $30.60. Grill-Aid Company, 
FG-4, Box 543, Carthage, Mo. 


EXTRA SHELF SPACE in a jiffy anywhere 
in the house, garage or basement. Maggi- 
Shelf hangs on walls and doors. Folds flat, 
out of the way when not in use. Holds up to 
50 Ibs. yet can be put up in seconds with 
ordinary picture hooks. Shelf measures 10” x 
23”. Ever bright, never rust finish fits any 
color scheme. $2.00 each postpaid. Heath- 
cote Sales, FG-4, 41 Carthage Rd., Scars- 
dale, N. Y. 





Insulated Prefab Greenhouse 


This spacious greenhouse, 11’2” x 
12’6”, is a wonderful home for Orchids, 
African’ Violets, Fuschias, etc. No putty- 
ing, only a few bolts to tighten for eree- 
tion. Completely insulated from ground 
to ridge for warmth in Winter and cool- 
ness in Summer, with TWINGLAS in 
roof and sides. Price insulated, $499.50; 
not insulated, $399.50 F.O.B. All sizes, 
Leanto and free standing. Redfern’s 
Prefab Greenhouses, Mulino, Ore. 








Till-Knife 


A new cultivating and weeding tool 
for lawns, beds, and house plants. The 
Till-Knife has a tapered, curved stainless 
steel blade which has been heat treated 
and sharpened on one edge. The 
rounded point permits safe work in 
tight places. Length including walnut 
handle is about nine inches. Beauti- 
fully made and nicely boxed. $2.00 post- 
paid. K. J. Rankin, P. O. Box 416, Royal 
Oak, Michigan. 
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REVERSIBLE DECORATOR FAN so per- 
fect for screening an empty fireplace, or as a 
background for flower arrangements. One 
side is pyroxylin finish gold with multi-width 
beige stripes accented with a black pin stripe, 
and the reverse is a decorator beige with a 
beautiful gold scroll border. Fan also avail- 
able with reverse side in Vale Green. $4.75 
postpaid. Dorothy Biddle Service, FG-4, 
Hawthorne 102, N. Y. 


BABY CARRIER that leaves both hands 
free while Mother carries baby with ease 
and comfort. Baby sits snugly and safely in 
the Cuddleseat which will hold 10 to 30 
pounds. Grey, blue or tan with adjustable 
straps. $4.98 postpaid. Junior size for dolls, 
$2.98, both for $7.50. Happiness Products 
Co., FG-4, 601 Court St. Clearwater, Fla. 


REFRIG-O-PEG, the utensil rack designed 
to hold kitchen tools on the side of any re- 
frigerator or steel cabinet, without benefit 
of nails, suction or glue. Permanent magnets 
do the trick! Can be moved about without 
damaging walls or plaster. Grey channel 
with smart pink plastic pegs. 11%4” x 14%” 
with 6 pegs, $2.00 postpaid; 6” x 144” with 
3 pegs, $1.25. Fischer's, FG-4, 43-66 Bowne 
St., Flushing, N. Y. 





Grow Your Own Orchids for Gifts 


(1) CYMBIDIUM ORCHIDS IN 
BUD: Asstd. colors; Plants—$8; 3— 
$19.50; 12—$60. UNLABELED, 25 se- 
lected back bulbs, $22.50; others, 50— 
$20; 3—$2. LABELED, 2—$5.50. (2) 
CYPRIPEDIUM, best orchids to grow 
in home; 3 plants $10.75; 12—$40.75. 
CYMBIDIUMS & CYPRIPEDIUMS, 
best orchid corsages. Free illus. litera- 
ture. Sherman Orchid Gardens, F-46 
Grand at Gladstone, Glendora 4, Calif. 
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Robot Gardener 


Revolutionary new device fertilizes, 
kills weeds and soil insect pests while 
you merely spray lawn with hose or 
sprinkler. Eliminates backbreaking work. 
Does better job. Kit with concentrated 
balanced food-cartridges for 2000 sq. 
ft., also weed-killing and insecticide 
cartridges—$7.95 value only $4.95 ppd. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Robot Gar- 
dener, FG-4, 2735 N. Ashland Avenue, 
Chicago 14, Illinois. 

















Easy-To-Assemble Trellis 


Push pointed steel stakes into ground, 
insert and wedge wood crossbars into 
tapered slots at any height desired. Sets 
up to form straight line or right angle. 
Green finish. 52” kit (two 52” metal 
stakes, four 48” wood crossbars) pro- 
tects lawn, shrubs, trees, and increases 
growth of vegetables, vines and flowers. 
Only $2.98 ppd. 32” kit, $1.98, 72” kit, 
$3.98. Garden Art Trellis, 1030 Eustis 
St., St. Paul, Minn. 





Flower Lover!!! 


The stand which virtually cuddles 
your delicate plants—the perfect answer 
for African Violets and other favorite 
house plants. Your choice of three col- 
ors—white, pink or black metal. Of 
sturdy construction, yet delicately de- 
signed to glorify any room. Measures 
20” wide, 25” high, three-tiered shelf, 
6” deep. Only $5.98 prepaid. Lyman 
Brothers, 31 Monument Circle, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. 





Hummingbird Feeders 

These feeders attract hummingbirds 
and give you an excellent opportunity 
to see these fascinating and colorful 
creatures. Reservoir type, used profes- 
sionally, eliminates constant refilling. 
Many sent as gifts to bird and flower 
lovers, invalids, children. Set of two feed- 
ers, instructions, $2.50 postpaid. Wire 
stands, perch for feeding birds, two for 
$1.50 (25¢ extra west of Mississippi) . John 
Gregor, Townline Road, Nanuet, N.Y. 
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Pot-Klips 


Make potted plants into beautiful, 
prize-winning designs . . . train them to 
climb walls, hang on doors, window 
sills, fireplaces with Pot-Klips. Easy to 
attach. Fit any clay flower pot 2 to 8 
inches in size. Save cost of expensive 
flower boxes. Send $1.00 today for 6 
Pot-Klips and be the envy of your 
friends. Money back guarantee. Write: 
Atlas Sales, Box F, 2459 University Ave., 
St. Paul, 4, Minnesota. 























































Fluorescent Light Plant Stand 


Rolls on wheels. Big! Holds 20-30 plants. 
Adjustable height fluorescent light can 
be used in place of middle tray. Instantly 
interchangeable. 3 aluminum trays 31” x 
12”. 37” high, folds flat to 3”. Aluminum 
finish stand $12.95. Decorated baked en- 
amel in Soft Green, Ebony or Dubonnet, 
hardwood handles, $15.95, ppd. Light, 
cord, plug, switch and two-20 watt tubes, 
$13.95 extra. Free catalog. House Plant 
Corner, Box 887, Oxford, Maryland. 

















275 Wild Bird Songs 


Authentic songs and calls of 96 differ- 
ent American species on 2 Hi Fi full 12” 
LP records. Recorded in their native 
habitats over 5-yr. period by the Still- 
wells. 334% rpm. Enchanting, instructive, 
endorsed by American Nature Associa- 
tion. Vol. 1, 135 songs and calls of 49 
species. Vol. 2, 140 songs and calls of 58 
species. Each runs 44 minutes. $7.95 per 
volume, ppd. Ficker Recording, 1017 
Arcadia Rd., Old Greenwich, Conn. 
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IMPORTED SPANISH LANTERN har- 
monizes perfectly with any decor—indoors 
or outdoors. Handcrafted of durable metal 
with an antique bronze finish, it can be used 
as a light fixture when wired, a patio candle 
lamp or a planter. It is 14” high and comes 
complete with matching bracket. $6.95 each 
postpaid. 2 for $13.50. Joseph J. Blake, 
FG-4, P. O. Box 425, Gilroy, Calif. 


EVERY GARDENER should have a garden 
line to help him plant straight rows, edge 
lawns, etc. This one is a dandy! It has 25 
feet of yellow Mason’s cord and a spring to 
keep the line taut. If hoe hits cord it snaps 
right back into place. Zinc plated rods are 
rust-resistant and the knobs are bright red. 
$1.00 postpaid. Bobrus Company, FG-4, 
P. O. Box 298, Fairfield, Conn. 


D-FLEKT-O sprinkler and soaker in water- 
lily design gives complete direction control 
of spray. By raising or lowering the petal 
baffles, a spray is deflected and directed ex- 
actly where wanted. Serrated edge of spreader 
head breaks up water stream into a thorough, 
non-eroding soil soaking spray, like a gentle 
spring rainfall. No moving parts to wear 
out. Saves water. $4.95 postpaid. Berneil 
Products, FG-4, 516 Fifth Ave., New York 
26, N. Y. 








Multiple Plant Soaker 


Now you can soak 5 plants at one time 
in random locations up to 24’ apart. 
Grow finer shrubs and flowers. SOAK- 
EZE attaches to your garden hose or 
spigot. Has brass hose connection and 5 
lengths of durable green plastic tubing; 
three 9 and two 12’. Weighs only 1% 
Ibs. 5 year guarantee. Complete unit 
only $4.95. 10 days FREE trial. Send 
check or M. O. we pay postage. Jons 
Mfg. Co., Dept. A-6, St. Matthews, S. C. 


HEL 


Suburban & Country Dwellers 
NORTHEL Reactivator keeps septic 


tank and cesspool clean. A bacteria con- 
centrate breaks up solids and grease— 
prevents overflow, back-up, odors. Regu- 
lar use saves costly pumping or digging. 
Simply mix dry powder in water, flush 
down toilet. Non-poisonous, non-caustic. 
Guaranteed to reactivate septic tank, 
cesspool. 6 mos. supply (23 ozs) only 
$2.95 ppd. Northel Distributors, FG-4, 





P. O. Box 1103, Minneapolis 1, Minn. 
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TEST YOUR SOIL for less than a penny 
and in less than a minute. Then you'll know 
if it is acid or alkaline for growing bigger 
flowers, finer lawns, better fruits and vege- 
tables. Follow simple instructions to create 
ideal pH ratings for single plants or entire 
plots. $1.25 postpaid. Keystan Co., FG-4, 
Briarcliff, N. Y. 


CRAB JACK WEED PULLER is new and 
different. It quickly gets rid of crabgrass, 
plantain, dandelion and other lawn pests. 
Just slip the specially designed teeth into 
the roots, give the handle a slight downward 
thrust and out comes the weed, root and all, 
leaving no unsightly holes. Heavily plated 
with rust resisting cadmium. $1.00 postpaid. 
Downs & Co., Dept. CJ-4, Evanston, IIL 


OUTDOOR TRASH BURNER ON 
WHEELS. Ideal for on the spot burning. 
Elevated construction prevents burning or 
scorching lawns or driveways. Rust-resistant 
aluminized steel with heavy duty grate and 
ash pan base. Sturdy 6” wheels and 36” 
handle rod. Burner body lifts off base for 
easy hauling of ashes. Burns damp, green or 
dry refuse to fine ash in any weather. 
2-bushel capacity unit, $26.90; 3-bushel, 
$30.90, postpaid. Alsto Company, FG-4, 4007 
Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio. 





Grinds or Shreds as Desired 


Only W-W Compost Grinder and 
Shredder comes with interchangeable 
rollers and grinding screen. Shreds or- 
ganic matter for composting and mulch; 
grinds heavy sod for potting soil; mixes 
and grinds compost, fertilizer and soil. 
Rejects trash. $124.50 less motor and 
belt guard; $178 complete with 2 h.p. 
B&S engine, f.o.b. Wichita. Terms usual- 
ly arranged. Write for literature. W.W. 
Grinder Corp., Dept. G. Wichita, Kan. 
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Protect Plants from Dog Damage 


This new CHAPERONE automatic 
spray can makes America’s favorite dog 
repellent even easier to use! It’s the hu- 
mane way to prevent burned evergreens, 
trampled flowers, disfigured lawns, 
spilled garbage cans. Dogs, cats, rabbits 
KEEP OFF! Harmless. Big aerosol can, 
$1.49. Send No Money—Order C.O.D., or 
send check and we will pay postage. 
Money-Back Guarantee. Sudbury Labo- 
ratory, Bex 408, South Sudbury, Mass. 





Fogg-lt, For Tender Plants 


FOGG-IT hose nozzle breaks water in- 
to fog-like mist for seed beds, newly 
seeded lawns, young plantings, all tender 
plants such as fuchsias, begonias and 
orchids. Works efficiently on either 
high or low water pressures. A must for 
lath or green houses since it creates 
humidity. Fits standard hoses. Only 
$1.95 ppd. No COD’s please. Guaranteed, 
Ray Sanders Co., Dept. 41, 133 No. Santa 
Anita Ave., Pasadena 8, Calif A 





Check Your Own Rainfall $1 


New RAIN GAGE accurately meas- 
ures rainfall from .01 to 5 inches. Read- 
ings at a glance. A must for land owners, 
farmers, gardeners or just for a hobby. 
Indicates when to plant, when grass, 
vegetables, shrubs need extra watering. 
Precision instrument of lifetime plastic, 
complete with mounting bracket and 3 
year rainfall chart, only $1. You must be 
pleased or your money back! Hoke Tool 


Works, Dept. FG-3, Raeford, N. C. 





Walkie Aerator-Aerate Lawns 


Hard and caked lawns retard grass! 
Aeration is cheapest method of soil con- 
ditioning. WALKIE AERATOR (Pat. 
#2714768) is superior to other aerators 
in that no pushing or pulling is re- 
quired. YOUR WEIGHT DOES THE 
WORK! Simply strap on shoes and 
walk over lawn. Made of sturdy alum- 
inum and will last many seasons. $6.95 
pair. Walkie Aerator Co. Inc., 2063 E. 
18th St., Brooklyn 29, N. Y. 
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Grow an Authentic 
French 
Garden 





Three varieties 
of seeds, plus planting diagrams. 
Planned exclusively for Houbigant 
by Patrick McKenna, noted Gar- 
dening authority. A gift to you for 
a limited time this Spring, with 
most of your favorite beloved 
Quelques Fleurs toiletries. 


Beautify Your Hands, Too 


Quelques Fleurs hand lotion... 
fragrant, creamy, greaseless .. . 
contains Allantoin, a medically 
approved healing ingredient. 


Ss 





with dispenser 


Double on bottle $ 1 50 
plus tax 


At better department and drug stores 


HOUBIGANT 


Tne KNEE REST 


Makes Gardening ee 
a Real Joy , 


Takes away all the 
discomfort. Chrome 
arms make it very 
easy to get down 
and up. No more 
hurt knees, no leg 
stiffness, from kneel- 
ing on hard ground 
or a board. Trough 
holds seeds, tools, 
gloves, etc. 








of Denver. Write for Circular. ARMSTRONG 


PRODUCTS CORP., Hurtington 12, W. Va. 


BURN REFUSE 
SAFELY OUTDOORS 


Tilt back hood—pour in 
refuse—ignite—close and 
safely burn damp, green, 
= a ey 

m any weather. 
Scientific draft design ends neighbor-annoy- 
ing nuisance hazard of flying ash, 
sparks, burning blowing bits of paper. Mini- 
mizes smoke, smell. i 








Postpaid. Money back guarantee. Deluxe and 
Stainless steel models to $79.50 also available. 


ALSTO COMPANY 


Dept. FG-4, 4007 Detroit Ave., Cleveland 13, Ohio 
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A PLASTIC PILLOW that fits your every 
need. Pre-shaped and non-allergic it assures 
scientific relaxation and perfect sleep. Use 
it in bed, for back comfort while driving, 
sitting in a chair, traveling, or for cool sum- 
mer sleep. Fits into handbag or glove com- 
partment. Suitable for children or adults 
depending on amount of inflation. $1.98 
postpaid. Better Sleep, Inc, FG-4, New 
Providence, N. J. 


A BALL POINT PEN you can’t misplace! 
It has full rotating action, and adheres to any 
smooth surface by its new type suction cup. 
Attach it to telephone, desk, kitchen cabinet, 
or any place a pen is needed. With gold- 
finish trim and chain, in choice of black, 
white or coral. $1.00 postpaid. Shaver’s 
Specialty Co., FG-4, 4972 Mayfield, San Ber- 
nardino, Calif. 





pes. | for our feathered 
. friends and your gar- 
| den will come to life. 
i | It’s sturdy, yet port- 
able of rust proof 
metal. Just snap por- 
celain enameled bowl 
on green ornamental 
iron base. Stands 28” 
above ground—4 qt. 
bowl is 16%” across, 
2” deep. Simply screw 
fountain attachment 
to hose—Special ad- 
justment regulates flow 
to tiny droplets. Com- 
pletely guaranteed. 











No. 099 (With Fountain) .......... $6.95 postpaid 
No. 0100A (Without Fountain) $4.95 postpaid 


Downs & Co. Dept. 3974M, Evanston, tl. 





FEED PLANTS 4WAYS wit 
NUTRI-LEAF 60 


SOLUBLE 
FERTILIZER 


ontains 10 trace ele- 
*ments, iron chelate & 
hormones, 20-20-20 analysis! 


Money back guarantee. 
1 lb. box — $1,00 


| MILLER CHEM. & FERT. CORP, 
Baltimore 18, Md. 
















SUPPORTS 
TALL 
FLOWERS ! 


Your peonies, asters 
and other tall plants 
will stay sturdy, 
straight and beau- 
tiful longer... 


with STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS! 


Made from Heavy galvanized rust-proof steel wire. 
24” high by 14” in diameter. Easy to set up. Col- 
lapsible for easy storage. No rags, strings or wooden 
stakes to distract from beauty of flowers. Neat wire 
hoops and uprights gently hold tall flowers in a 
naturally beautiful position. No broken stems due 
to rain, heavy foliage or mowing. 


6 for only $2.25 Postpaid 


Please order your STEEL FLOWER SUPPORTS 
NOW ... as supply may be limited later! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded! 


IDEAL MFG. CO. osneictcc® tows 



























DON’T WAIT 
‘til disaster 
STRIKES . . 


Install a STANDARD 
TEMPERATURE 
ALARM and be SURE! 


You can do it yourself — new maximum-minimum 
pe. with lock feature. For greenhouse or bog. 
Wired in parallel and attached to one common 


bell. Guaranteed. See your dealer or write direct. 
Only $19. 


9.95 
STANDARD surrwomerer inc.. sont, ros 
a en ee 
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| | LIFETIME BEAUTY 
STO RE with Erna W. Cass FOR YOUR GARDEN WITH 
Nw ell, 


The PERMANENT ALL-ALUMINUM 
Garden Trellis 


NEVER NEEDS PAINTING! 


@ Always looks new, beautiful @ Rust-proof . . 
rot ¥ ve “proof . . termite-proof © 
Won't warp, peel, blister @ LIFETIME GUARANTEE. 


MAKE YOUR FLOWER ARRANGE- 
MENTS even lovelier with a non-rusting 
hairpin type holder that securely holds large 
or small size stems at any angle. Holder 
$2.00. Protect your furniture and add dis- 
tinction to your arrangement by placing beau- 
tiful black stand resembling Chinese teakwood 
under it. 2 for $1.50. Add 25¢ postage. Blue 
Ribbon Flower Holder Co., FG-4, 2315-16 
Fourth St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 





FAN STYLE 
THE LAUREL—4 ft. tall, 40 in. 
spread .............. $7.95 ppd. 
E CLASSIC—6¥ ft. tall, 5 
branches, 50 in. spread 


$9.95 poe. 
THE COLFAX—6 ft. tell, 3 
branches, 33 in. spread 

$5.95 ppd. 
































IMBERS 
THE KENT 7 ft. tall, 19 
in. wide . $7.95 ppd. 











THE MILTON Alum-O-Fence 
Beautiful, permanent all-aluminum pro- 
tective, decorative. For corner bushes, 
lawn edges, flower beds, etc. tilust. 
2 sections. Ea. section 24 in. wide, 12 
in. above ground. 

POF SOCTION nn cenccccenrsene . $1.98 ppd. 








The ONLY nozzle with ALL these features! 
One hand “Squeeze—It's On: Release—It's Off” control 
of mist, spray, jet stream, and coarse spray. Automatic 
shut-off. In addition, any watering device, sertilizer jar, 
auto wash brush, spray tip, etc., can be attached to the 
tip by screwing back the thread guard. Brass working 
parts, reinforced Neoprene rubber gaskets, stainless 
Steel spring. Chrome plated. Guaranteed. Mode! K200 
(illustrated) —$1.95. Model K100 (without threaded 
tip)—$1.49. At Hardware, Department and Seed stores. 





PERFECT for SHOWING OF F 
Yo FAVORITE PLANTS 


The All-Steel Vio Holda 


PLANT STAND 


Ss , Gauge all-steel weld- 
ed . Will not tit 
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able to leet oe: 

en. 
Saeco tease of Gegtay and 
ag FE 4 
sure. Light weight. Easily dis- 
mantied for cleaning. Antique 
bi enamel. 





NO TIP 
NO TILT 


NEW FLUORESCENT 

PLANT LAMP 

Fits all Vio Holda plant stands. 
flowers with cool, beneficial 








ice of dark corners 
jess rooms. Installed in 
ahade is 13° aq. at wottom, 97 
> " Sa. 
at top, and 6” . Uses 22 w. 
su nd o” deep. Uses 3 Tight 
. , Without tube, only 
14.50. ef tube $2.95 extra. ms “4 
¢ . Plant stand and plant 
29.45; with 22 watt $32.40. Add ° Ser Packing 
zr postage. Specify color wanted. - 


VIO HOLDA Manufacturing Co. Inc 
Bo: 


eoee ’ 9 . 10-A Ti , Kan. 
yeh a ' . _ ba free dets It’s terrific! Winds 125 ft. of 
) "A wonderful course, written 30 anyowe can understand it” -).G.. Mich. ; hose. Simply fasten bracket to 
“1 can sell all the Orchids I can produce” -W.1.viche house th 3 screws. 
"Am proud of my course and plants...Our florist says be will 
buy my Orebids” 



























or post wi 
Snap reel in place & wind. 
Reel & Bracket $4.95 postpaid 
RP, Arkonses Extra %. a. 


















MAIL COUPON NOW! | vet : e Send check or money = 
TROPICAL FLOWERLAND, Dept. 74. 4622 Wilshire Bivd,, Les Angeles $ Colif. ll City _ 2 eee Bee 161-30-129 Ave. 
1 CU. FT. SPACE Jamaica 34, N. Y. 
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Flower Grower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


RATE 75 CENTS PER WORD: (70 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$15.00 
per single insertion, $42.00 minimum for 3 consecutive 
insertions. Special Headings $1.50 extra. Closing date 
18th of 2nd preceding month. Terms: CASH WITH 
ORDER. No discount to agencies. Address: Flower Grower, 
Classified Dept , 99 N. Broadway, Albany 1, N. Y. 


African Violets 





SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT page 106. Illustrated cata- 
valuable cultural advice. FREE! MRS. 
OUTZ, 34300 Moravian Drive. Fraser, 
Michigan. 


LEAVES, GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS, guaranteed 
new and old_ varieties. Request list. PRISCILLA 
a as (Kathleen Cooper), 2339 Grigg, Cincinnati 
‘ 0. 








AMERICA’S FINEST—FREE Catalog on _ request. 
our ad on page 6. FISCHER GREENHOUSES. Dee 
C.F., Linwood, New Jersey. 


ae FOG LSAtEet Many new ones and best of the 





hill Road near Sherwood Road, Baltimore 12, Maryland 


AFRICAN VIOLETS (labeled. Young ag wg 

Leaves : se/st -25, 30/$3.25 (List 2c, fol 20¢ 

1. ? ULKES, Dept. FG, 610 Bryan, Facksoniville 2 
r 





AZALEAS—Glenr. Dale, Galbes, and Exbury Mollis. 
Camellias, including hele yar lendrons in 
variety. Sturdy liners catalogue. MILLARD 
HENNY, Brooks, Oregon 





12 GIANT FLOWERED AZALEAS FOR ONIY s.08 
POSTPAID! 4 Pride of Mobiie 

Formosa (lavender), 

to 12 ne tall, 

24 for only he 


$5.00! instructions 
PALMETTO NURSERY, Bex 4 


177-H, 


included! 
Mobile, Alabama. 





Baby Evergreens 





BABY EVERGREENS, SEEDS, SEEDLINGS. orna- 
mentals and Xmas tree stock. Azaleas, Rhododendrons, 
Flowering shrub, Blueberries. Catalog Free. GIRARD 
BROS. NURSERY, Geneva, Ohio. 





Begonias 





AMERICAN BEGONIA SOCIETY offers twelve issues of 
THE BEGONIAN plus cultural bulletin and seeds, to each 
new member for a 50. Address Dept. FG, Box 2544, Los 
Angeles 54, Calif. 





BEGONIAS, Sxpancems. exovest 2 Tikentpated cata- 
logue describing 1,000 varieties. 10c. s for ‘‘green- 
thum artists, $3.50. LOGEE’ . GREENHOC SEs, 
Danielson, Conn. 





AFRICAN VIOLET LEAVES—15 varieties labeled or 
20 varieties unlabeled $2.00, postpaid. List free. L. 
FREUDENBURG, Battle Creek, Nebraska 


ROOTED LEAVES. A yosteest from you to me 
rt yen will like. JAM 





brings a 
R. GILLETTE, Lake Forest, 





HUSKY PLANTS, choice varieties, all dif- 
ferent, labeled. Doubles, singles, including double pinks— 
: 5.50. — FG, 943 Greenwood Northeast, At- 
anta, a. 





April is assorted “VARIETY MONTH” 

ye Violet Collecting. Stamped address envelope for 
cireular, THE SELECT VIOLET HOUSE, Box 1444, 
Youngstown, Ohio 





SEED—Named varieties cross 
containing = xm bg a = and our new plastic 
Seed Flat, $3.00 uctions included. Catalog Free. 
KRAUSE'S African Vislee NURSERY. 11823 Christopher, 
Inglewood, California 


llinated, $2.00. Kit- 


Beneficial Insects 





PRAYING MANTIS EGG CASES. Each — 75 to 
100 insect eating mantes. 3 for $1; 8 for $2. ppd. TROY 
A. SNYDER, Lovers Lane, Steubenville, Ohio 





Bulbs 





BULBS FROM HOLLAND. Our catalog offering hundreds 
of vertetion of TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYACINTHS, 
CROCUS ete. etc. will be sent on application. J. 
HEEMSKERK c/o P. Van DEURSEN, Sassenheim, 
olland 


HOLLAND GROWN BULBS. Ask free, 
descriptive catalog with prices of Tulips 
Daffodils, etc. Q. ELKHUIZEN, 





self-edited, 
ps, Hyacinths, 
‘Sescenbetna, Holland 





African Violet Planter Mix 





were Ltd we for all house plants. 4 quarts 
$1.00, arts $2. quarts Vermiculite $1.00 post- 
peta. SM 1 Port! NG Sor. COMPANY, 2513 East 
19th, Tulsa Oklahoma 





African Violet Plant Food 





STIM U PLANT AFRICAN VIOLET FOOD. Proven per- 
fect for violets—used and tested by prominent growers— 
violet booklet and generous ge—10¢ coin. STIM-U- 
PLANT LABORATORIES x 1955, Columbus 16, Ohio. 


African Violet Potting Soil 





STERILIZED POTTING SOIL made ~~ flaky leaf- 
mold especially for African Violets. Won id 


t pack. Postpa 
east of Denver. 4 tbs. $1.15, 9 lbs. $2.25 13 Ibs. $2.85 
WINDO . Box 3033 Evansville, Indiana. 


African Violet Rooting Powder 


Lge a roots re Violet leaves faster. Packet 
coin. packets $1.00 with FREE 7 


piece plastic 
EVELYN JAMES. Box A, Davisburg, 








Agents Wanted 


$75-$200 WEEKLY. Dealers, 
salesmen—demonstr: x ake rs 
tionally advertised 

Nitrogen Nutrients. Full, -part time. Samples and dem 
omeenias outfit FREE. CAMPBELL CO., Rochelle 106, 





farmers, 





HOLLAND BULBS! Want best bulbs at fair prices, 
bonus offers! Get my FREE ~~ MIERS, Box 
294, R.D, 2, Phillipsburg, N. J. 





BUY DIRECT FROM Ppote=- Postpaid. Fancy Leaf 
Caladiums, lic ea., yet z., Tuberoses, L, 
a: all colors, 


$1. 
Min. order $1. oo GILL BULB CO. 





Business Opportunities 








Caladium 





re SALE—Fancy Leaf Catadiogs. Bulbs. No. 2 bulbs 

-1%": N varieties ee 59 Mixed varieties 

N 1 Bulbs 1%"- Named varieties 

Mixed varieties, *Yoo—$16.00. Shipped 

.O.B. Sebring nomen Express. No. 2 Bulbs 1”-1%”"— 

$2.25 dozen, No. 1 Bulbs $3.50 dozen, reds. pinks, whites 

Postpaid. M. i. SMITH NURSERY, P.O. Box 563 
Sebring, Florida. 


FANCY LEAF CALADIUMS. Fine assortment. 
Reds, and rare varieties. Reasonable. List free. 
BOW DAYLILY GARDENS, Box 644, 





P ‘inks, 
RAIN- 
Leesburg, Fla. 








Chrysanthemums 





colors. 12 
Other flower 
UNDERHILL. Beebe, 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS. Beautiful, brilliant 
plants (several varieties), $1.25 postpaid. 
plants. Free lists. RALPH 
Arkansas 





grown as 
popular prices 
Request variety list. F. A 
574. Montgomery, Alabama 


CHRYSANTHEMUMS—Over 300 varieties 
hobby, surplus plants sold each spring, 
All types, sizes and colors. 
SPIVEY, Box 


HARDY CHRYSANTHEMUMS: “10 {all different), $1.00 
30 varieties), $2.0 100 (10 varieties), $5.00 
Labeled 50c per order. Postpaid. BURNETT GARDENS 
Assumption, Illinois 


PRIZEWINNING CHRYSANTHEMUMS: 250 varieties. 
Large — Spider-Spoon — Intermediate — Pompon — 
Button — Cushion — Anemone — Single. List. 24 Large 
(4 varieties) labeled—$2.00 48 Assorted (16 varieties) 

led—$2.00. 50 assorted each different—unlabeled— 
$6.00. Mrs. H. G. WOODS; Route 3, Box 35. Donalson 
ville, Georgia 





ae s dozen 8, Fusl CHRYSANTHEMUMS 3 Soom 
* ns, 
Prepaid. GABLES’ NU RSERY 
Haralson, ‘Georgia 


BETTER ‘MUMS | FOR 1956—send for free catalog listing 
145 hardy & Exhibit Chrysanthemums. STAN’S MUMS 
& GREENHOUSE, 3204 Saltsman Rd., Erie, Pa. 


25 BIG 6”-8” FOOTBALL MUMS $3.00, 12 Fugi $2.00, 
50 Small mums $3.00. Postage 12%. ROGERS 
FLOWERS, Lexington, 8. a 





CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 50 plants, 10 varieties, colors. 
$3.00 Delivered. Wholesale prices on request. HOLLY’S 
NURSERY 2109-21 Ave., Gulfport, oa eee 





YORK MUMS FOR THE BEST TN | 56, Avalanche, Gar- 

pnetees. MME Cadillac, Huntsman, 

Quee Red Velvet, Masquerade and Orchid 

Helen. All 10 plas 1 ig 7 Bowes Free 2.95, 25 Assorted 

named varieties plus 2 Major Bowes 5.95 Prepaid. Sat- 

etl Guaranteed. YORK NURSERIES, Box 462, 
or’ 





NINE NEW 1956 KRAUS INTRODUCTIONS. 350 
varieties mums, all types. Also perennials. Catalog. 
MARVIN BLACK, 2270 Chemawa Road, Salem, Oregon 





AMAZING PROFITS in specialty farming. Copy and 
full particulars 20c. SPECIALTY ee SERVICE, 
1547 8. Cloverdale, Los Angeles 19, Cali 





LEARN FLOWER ARRANGEMENT 4 FLORISTRY. 
Start your own business, part or full time. —, ood 
paying positions open. Earn while learning 

F Book, NATIONAL LANDSCAPE TSSTITUTE, 
Studio CF-46, 310 8. Robertson Blyd., Los Angeles 48. 





FREE FOLIO ‘35.000 to $45,000, Vacations Unlimited’ 

ork home-spare time! No merchandise, equipment, 100 
other homework businesses! HAYLINGS-FG6, Carlsbad, 
California 


GROW EXPENSIVE HERBS FOR US! Big profits 
ome-Business of your own. Year around ae We 
supply everything necessary! Send for FREE RE 
SEEDS AND REVEALING PLAN. NATIONAL HERB 
EXCHANGE, Dept. G. Gardena, Calif. 








$5,199.90 WAS PAID to nes Betts, in few weeks. 
GROW eur Cellar, shed. Spare, full time, 
year round. We $3.50 1b. FREE BOOK. MUSH- 
ROOMS, Dept. br 2954 Admiral Way Seattle, Wash. 


suey ORCHIDS at home—profita Year 

Maine to California. NO GREENHO Gor- 
geous py ty Cymbidiums, etc. grower 
shows you how. details FREE. FLOWERLAND, 
4622, Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 








CALIFORNIA ty ay SMELLING BEADS. Seceattone) 
sellers. Big profit er Particulars free. MISSION. 
23288 West Pico, yg hy ngeles 6, Calif. 
RUN A b SPARS - Tee Greeting Card and Gift Shop at 
friends samples of our new A a a — 
% at ott ti i or Write todas 
pro! ng 
les on approval. REGAL GREETINGS, 








Azaleas 





AZALEAS H 


ey EVERGREEN, 
colors. 12 for 
AZALEA 


“Int. Bor 62, Freeport, 


32 varieties, 
on LY. 


138 


Cacti Succulents 





CACTUS AND SUCCULENTS in many noma 8 kinds 
offered in our illustrated Price List. és please. GATES 
CACTUS INC., Box 247-A, Corona, California. 


FARgRAT ING geens 2 AND opeous Sure: Send for 
free descriptiv: list. QUINTA DESERT 
GARDENS. La Quinta, tale 


IDEAL FOR PLANTERS tndow or =. Rooted. 
planting instructions. 20 = eties Cact 

or 12 varieties Cacti $2. 
ee CLUB, 
Salif. 








and Saseuteras 
oad. NATIONAL CACTUS 
sot E. Hallwood, El Monte, 


35 mm Color Slide Programs 





10¢ BRINGS NEW LIST 120 RENTAL SETS. Roses, Iris 
Daylilies, Gardens, Arrangements, Flower Shows et: 
PHILIP CORLISS, Box 68, Somerton, Arizona. 





Compost Activator 





COMPO-GERM MAKE YOUR OWN FERTILIZER. 
armies of minute microbes anxious to reduce your waste 
leaves, garbage and grass clippings to an odorless biack 
fertilizer, rich in the very nutrients your flowers, lawns 
and vegetable gardens thrive upon. Sufficient bacteria for 
more than a year’s waste $2.20 postpaid. THE TWIN 
POPLAR’S, 7809 Finney Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 





Dahlias 


| el paw and Standard Dahlilia Varieties. The Bea 
Spot r Garden. Root List Free. HAUGH DAHLIA 
GARDENS. Wellsville, Ohio 





DAHLIAS—8 han vm cutflower type, labeled, all 

different, $2. 6 lowering, labeled, $1.50. RO- 

BEANNA DAHLIA FAEM, Millington, Michigan 

DAHLIAS, | cleht large beauties $2; Mixed lost ‘tas; 

pong for $2; Poms, Miniatures, twelve for $2; post- 
aid. A. MARTELL, 19 Allerton St., Quincy, Mass. 





DAHLIAS: Ten large flowering $3.00; Twenty varieties 
Fie All different. Lists tres. REYNOLDS DAHLIA 
FARM, Buttell Ave., Lakewood. New Jersey 


DAHLIAS—Roots, pot roots, cottings, plants. American 
and Australian varieties. Send for list! HANNA DAHLIA 
GARDENS, Dept. F, Clayton, New Jersey 








= nape Bg ag large flowering $2.50. All different. 
We jalize in Holland varieties. List free. HOLLAND 
DAHLIA GARDENS, R. R. 2, Holland, Michigan 


FLOWER GROWER 





Flower Gower CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


ROOTS POSTPAID—25 Giant 
different, unlabeled $5.00. 


double flowering, each 
c. B 
MURRAY, Rt. 2, 


No catalog or lists. 
Box 300. Fairmont, West Virginia. 





PRICE LIST READY. New foreign dahlias and orgin- 
ator of Honor Roll Dahlias. Grower since 1905. RETZER 
DAHLIAS, West Bridgewater, Pa 


Dahlia Seed 


EXCELLENT SEED, named parents, 
in 90 days. Send $1 
more than 100 seed. 
Alameda, California 











Flowers 
Receive 
Avenue, 


no dwarfs. 
.00 self addressed envelope. 
POPE, 3200 Liberty 





Gardenias 





THREE GARDENIA PLANTS FREE until Easter, with 
each dozen of ag Bougainvillea, Cestrum, Croton, 
Hibiscus, Jasmine, or assortment, $3.50 dozen FOB 
Florida PHILI a PATE. Kissimmee 10. Florida. 





Geraniums 








GARDEN DAISY COLLECTION! $3.00, 5 choice plants 
each Ester Reed and New Mount Shasta. Select your own, 
40¢ Minimum 5 plants. Postpaid. WALLACE IRIS 
GARDENS, _417_ South State, Orem, Utah a 





Daylilies Hemerocallis 


DAYLILIES: 10. Freshly ¢ dug. husky pl plants, postpaid 
$450. Bicolors—-Aladdin, Bicolor, Buckeye, Caballero, 
Sulin: Pinks—Dolly Varden, Fulva Rosea, Georgia, 
Sweetbriar: Reds—-Autumn Red, Port, Royalty, Ruby 
Supreme, Sachem; Golds—Halo, Ophir, Patricia, Sunny 
jhe Triumph; Catalog. HEMKNOLL, Whippany, New 
ersey. 


DAYLILY AND BEARDED 


IRIS price list offering 
quality 


plants of outstanding varieties sent on request 
YOUNG, Tallulah, Louisiana 


DR. “STOUT'S HYBRIDS. Seventy pioneer ‘and distinct 

“breaks” = color, season and types, 1916 to 1956. Cata- 
log 10c. FARR NURSERY CO., Box 9%, Womelsdorf, 
Pennsylvania 


a saeer NEW DAYLILIES. Large. 
plants. Send 6¢ for illustrated catalog. 
LILY GARDENS, Saratoga Springs, 


DAYLILIES: 10 Finest Varieties Reds, Pinks, Bi-Colors, 
ete. $5.00. Wholesale list on named varieties. SHADY 
OAKS FARM, Route 2, Athens, Texas 


DAYLILIES- IRIS. 
attractively priced. 
FLOWER FARM, FI 





hardy, =. quality 
SAXTON DAY- 
New York 





v igorous Walla W alla "grown stock 
Send for free list. WALLA WALLA 
Route_1B, Walla Walla, Washington 





Decorative Mulch 


BEAUTIFY YOUR POTTED PLANTS. 
lasting plastic RAINBOW STONES to mulch and decorate 
your flowers. All colors of the rainbow to create 





Use our ever- 





SPECIAL OFFER—12 piants 10 choire double varieties 
1 Rosebud, 1 Painted Lady 4-8 inche: tall labeled. Each 
different $3.00 postpaid. Free Casialogue. COOK'S 
GREENHOUSE Stetling. Kansas 


NEW VARIETIES MARTHA WASHINGTON GERA- 
NIUMS and Fuchsias ceveloped in California. 1956 
releases, Pelargonium “One Grand’ and _ Fuchsia 
“‘Powderpuff’’, Free descriptive list. OUTWATER 
SURSERY, 17331 Pacifie Coast Highway, Pacific Pali- 
sades, California. 


12 STRONG ROOTED CUTTINGS assorted or separate 
colors, including Fancy leaf varieties. Postpaid $1.98, 
24—$2.98, growing instructions and fertilizer included. 
JACK HAASE GREENHOUSES, Pekin, Llinois 


234 Gueres Re ad! = Poevertng | Dwarf. 
leaved. Cata HOL) MILLER, 
Portola pone = Altos, California 








Odd. Fancy 
280 West 


Gladiolus 


MIXED FANCY GLADIOLI ce ws he size 
3. 50 or 100 * $2.75 Postpaid. H. RHOVEN 
& SON, Rt. 1 Benton Harbor, M > 


GLADS—RUFFLED—ALL AmERIOA-—7aneene— 
Special Mixtures Over 100 others. Wholesale-Retail. 
Catalogue free. WOODSIDE GLADIOLUS. GARDENS, 
Webster, N.Y. 








1,000 IRIS VARIETIES: by intermediate, : 

an ny ta bargains; Free Saw ian 
DINAL IRIS GARDENS. Hamilton, Indiapa 

IRIS, HEMEROCALLIS AND “SIBERIAN 1R1GS-—at at- 
tractive prices. Write for catalog. L. FREUDENBURG, 
Battle Creek, Nebraska 


SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG listing over 
world famous varieties. NORWOOD GARDENS 1304-9 9 
Hallwood El Monte, California 


FOR IRIS TO BE PRGUD OF send for free 


fe catalog, 
no color. LAWSON IRIS GARDENS, Valley 
California 


SURPLUS IRIS—25 different 
Uniabeled. postpaid. July 
DENS, 585-28th Street. 











bearded bh 
delivery. THU 
Ogden, Utah 


ids. $3.00. 
MAN GAR- 





Leathercraft 





FREE Do-it-yourself Leathercraft Catalog. Make Leather 
rae and sell for big profits. Write TANDY LEATHER 
CO.. P.O. Box 791-X15. Fort Worth. 1. Texas 





Magazines 


FLOWER MAGAZINE—gardening. flowers, 
different issues 25c 
A. Baroda 





herbs, ads. 3 
5a $1.00. GARDEN GLEANINGS, 





Mimosa Tree Seeds 





THE SENSITIVE PLANT. Hardy strain of exotic trop- 
ical tree, lavender blossoms, withstands winter to 0° F. 
$1.00 per packet. EVERETT BROWN, Box 77, Warring- 
ton, Pennsylvania 





Miscellaneous 





Greenhouses 





PRE-FABRICATED ge ey a sizes. Free 
standing or Lean-To Easy Low 
Complete plans and 

YOHO & HOOK 
Ohio. 


details, write “tor “oacalaumee 156, 
: ER, 523 Williamson Avenue, Youngs- 
town 1, 





effect. Helps to aerate the soil and poreere moisture. 
Only $1.00 per package postpaid. BEAVER TOOL CO. 
(New Products Division) R.D. 2, Beaver, Pennsylvania 
(Copyright) 





Delphiniums 





WRITE FOR FREE Delphinium and Mum descriptive list 
and price folder. KLEIN'S GREENHOUSE, Box 85, North 
salem, Indiana 





Earthworms 


LARGE RED WIGGLERS faster, easier raising, better 
soil building, also atten owe bait, 50 2.50, 

1000—$3.75, 5,000—$17.50 tpaid Write for prices 
larger quantities. ‘ALAMANCE ORM RANCH, No. 1, 


law River. North Carolina 








erowees 9 x 12'9” Sturdi-Built Greenhouse, eve 
mplete above foundation including glass, only 
$228 00 del *~ STURDI-BUILT GREENHOUSE co., 
11304 Boones Ferry Road, Oswego, Oregon 





Hardy Perennial Verbena 





DAZZLING RED—Pare W ‘oo and Apple Blossom, Field 
ings, 12 for $1.75—25 for 


plants, 
te <. "Fe.00 oe | when wanted, 
B25 eee aE Box 173, Fayetteville, 
Georgia 





Hibiscus Seeds 





Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS, gee > Transplants, Xmas 
Tree Stock, Price list free. NEUNER'S EVERGREEN 
“te! ~ueeil Dept. FG, 368 Eicher Road, Pittsburgh 








EVERGREENS, 
baby sizes. Ornamental Shrubs, 
free Spring Catalog. GREEN 
Madison 4. Ohio 


AZALEAS, RHODODENDRONS in 
trees. hollies. Send for 


RIDGE NURSERY, 





Fancy Leaf Caladiums 


BUY YOUR CALADIUM BULBS from the Fn nd 
of many new Varieties. More than 150 pemeries a c 
from. List with SItK for the asking. NER'S 
CALADIUM SPECIALIST, 5102 ) —- Re pes 
Sous 3, Fla. 


MANY LOVELY COLORS—50c—$5.00 Doz. Rare Lane 
leaf—60e $6.00 Doz. Minimum $3.00. WILSON s Fo. 
943 Greenwood Northeast, Atlanta, Ga. 


Flower Arrangers Supplies 


CAREFULLY SELECTED mt ge for flower ar- 
rangement and corsages at lowest ices. Free illustrated 
catalog. DOROTHY BIDDLE SERVICE, FG-37, Haw- 
thorne, New York. 


HAWAIIAN & NATIVE DRY MATERIALS; Gnarled 
Many 














natural or sandblast MANZANITA; Ming Tree & 

unusual Kits; Ceramic Driftwood Planters; Hand polished 
ses. Retail or wholesale price list with photos PYRE, 

MINGCRAFT. Loomis. California 


MODERN DRY ARRANGEMENTS, Book with 42 large 


phere. $1.00 postpaid ree ist. PALM VALLEY 
RANCH, Box 70, Palm Springs, California 








HIBISCUS, Giant Blooms, White, Pinks, Reds. 

— es $1.00. Cash 
lease. MARKS GARDENS, Rt. No. 2, Springfield, 
Missourt 





House Plants 





HOUSE OF RARE PLANTS: Hard to find choice house- 
plants, Geraniums, Begonias, Herbs, Perennials. Catalog 
lic. MERRY GARDENS, Camden, Maine 


RARE AND UNUSUAL GERANIUMS, Ivy, Begonias. 

A wide ey colorful assortment of house plants for all 
Durpores Send 10¢ for list, deducted from yom eee order. 
HORELINE NURSERIES, INC., Box 453, Kennebunk- 


port, Maine. 








Hummingbird Feeders 


TIME FOR tage ts ge tay eed Enjoy antics of the 
World's sma feeders attract hummingbirds. 
ATKINSON, 182 Granville Road, Westfield, 








Iris 





peace ies Aurea Maculata, Blue . 
ndymion, Keepsake, Little isa, 
Mauve. ‘Mist. MM Mist O’Pink, Negus, Mauve, Prairie 
Gem, Reflection, Rose 7. Tampa, Tiny Tony, Yellow 
Frills: Any Ten $3.00: - $5.00. Free Cata' 
DIEHL’S GARDENS, ion $o7-F , Alamo, California 





PLANT BY ome ween AND STARS. Complete chart 
tells how. Send . BUNDESEN, 16-8th St., Peta- 
luma. California 





Myrtle 


MYRTLE (Vinca minor). Fifty nice plants $5.00 post- 
paid. Hundred $8.00 postpaid. Five hundred $37.50 post- 
— 4 CHARLES K. STOTLEMEYER, Hancock, Mary- 








National Geographic Magazines 


SATA GEOGRAPHIC BAGALIOSS 1888-1956, 
any issue, nature. travel, flower Send Want List. 
PERIODICALS SERVICE, Box ‘i5- FG, Wilmington, 
Delaware. 








Of Interest To Women 





FREE CATALOG — money making =". sewing 
various Ready Cut products. Your choice rojects 
Wonderful opportunity. THOMPSON'S, ae. 13, 
Wisconsin. 





NYLONS. each box UNCONDITIONALLY guaranteed two 
months, Sandy, Toast, en gt sheer and 60 
auge. "Check or money 5, poripetd. 
te ag color, KIRBY'S. gaa Harford ad, 





Orchids 


WHO SAYS YOU CAN'T ongy 2 ORCHIDS? $1.00 buys 
illustrated folder —— By 4 on oo gy H 
22 articles on all phas orchid’ « Sowing seed 
making corsages ; dividing, repotting pla woe to propagating 
back bulbs Easy oo, 
talk. Your’ ‘Ore hid Folder expands to m 

articles and listings sent periodically. DANIEL “ayEn- 
SON--FLORIDA GROWN ORCHIDS, Box 805, Hi 

stead, Florida 


AMARYLLIS $8.50, Agapanthus $9.00, 
Eucheris $10.00, Glor’ 


errs 











Achimenes $2. 00, 
iosa Rothschildiana $10.00, 


vars. $50.00, 12 Seent 
Gerbera $24. i, y “Air. THE HIMALAYAN NURSERY, 
Kalimopong, India 





Symprpiun, a. < Cochin —-Mearbere Ferns, 
ellebores. Catalog on LA yt Se DE 
BELLONA, 11720 Killian, 2 BL a 4 Californi 


GROW ORCHIDS at bome—profitable—f: 
‘round, Maine to California. 4 GREENHOUSE. 


Gorgeous Cattleyas, Cymbidiums, 
fromer_ 8 shows yo! FREE full 4 aetsite FLL FLOWEN. 
ND. 4622 Wilshire, Los Angeles 5, Calif. 








cees COLOR CATALOG. Lo Bearded Iris. Finest 





Free Zoysia Lawn Booklet 
LEARN HOW TO GROW permanent — lawns easier. 


Coens information all varieties. Oldest zoysia com- 
ey Uv Write today—BECK’S ZOYSIA CO., 802 
College, 


pA Bi, Alabama 
APRIL 1956 





Introducing Gay Paree, Truly Fair, 
a Over 750 Varieties. EDEN ROAD This GARDEN, 
P.O. Box 117, Wenatchee, Was 


Lanes f FLewsRso GATILEY SS. Blooming. 
$5. and $7.50. Special Near Flowerin Cattleya 
Hybrid Seedlings 5 for $11.00 "7 List, 2. FINCK 
FLORAL, R. No. 12, Box 287, Kirkwood 22, Missouri 





L ved AND HEMEROCALLIS. Loree Washi: are grown 
lants of finest quality, reasona , patoed. E price 
‘ists upon reques 8c GARDEN, 731 
Edgewood, Walla Walla, Woshington 


eeeuee cyveemiems. slants. and Rook 
bulbs. Other 


6 
a rrepical ng 
FERN HAWAIIAN. x Y, iss Avalon Diva. 
mington, California 





"Ea Oriental ar 


REE! PEONY 


Daseetieaty senna 


dance of giant peonies 
often a foot across. Lush 
foliage. 
Originally from the an- 
cient Han Dynasty, in- 
troduced in a in 
1787, eee 
appeared. STASSEN is 
proud to again make 
available, in limited 
—- these historic 
‘ree Peonies. Postpaid. 


above, 3 for $9.50 
tai Y 
SPRING pace ely containing — 


including CA 
BULBS, PLANTS 





GLADS, saseael, © 


IT’S FREE 

Since 1874 
STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, INC. 
Dept. 17, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 











BEGONIAS 


Imported from Belgium 
Large size - double flowering - Camellia type - Ideal 
as houseplants, too. Choice of colors: White, Salmon, 
Copper, Yellow. Scarlet, Orange. 
6 - one of each color $1.00 postpaid 
Remit with order - Fair treatment guaranteed. 
Limited Quantity. 


NASSAU GARDENS 
Oceanside, | 


P.O. Box 235 N.Y. 











Betty F. Homier 
white, tall 
$1.SQeach 
3 for $4.25 


Spring 
Planting 
Catalog 

available 


| a e > Kaempferi 
The Iris of Japan 


FLOWERFIELD is the recogr source in 
America for the rare and cine os varieties of 
se 


japanese 2: 
own introd: ns ve been in con- 
tinuous po snare ol ,o over fifty years. 


lowerfield 


aaye ens 169 South Street 
Dept. F. : Oyster Bay, L. 2. N.Y. 


Thorne estat BANQUET TABLES 


et 7 ble. Write for Catalog and 
pm hae institutions and organizat 


Wel Lick mao ! 29 CHURCH ST. Reei ZV SRE 





CLARA, 


|! FINALLY GOT THE LAWN 


INSECT PROBLEM LICKED 


| KNOW CLARENCE, YOU 


USED CHLORDANE! 


SMART BOY, CLARENCE 


. . » he knows that Chlordane is 
America’s leading insecticide for 
lawn, garden, and household insect 
control. He knows that Chlordane 
kills Ants, Chiggers, White Grubs, 
Earwigs, Chinch Bugs, Sod Web- 
worms, Mole Crickets, Maggots, and 
many other lawn insects. 











Velsicol Chemical Corp. FG 46 
330 East Grand Avenue 

Chicago 11, Illinois 

Please send me your Free 12 page booklet 


on lawn insects. 


NAME 





STREET 





cITY. 














CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


LEARN ORCHID GROWING FROM my beautifully 
graphed, expertly written 4th edition cn Orchids. 
postpaid. Special offer: 12 novelty orchid plants to 
bloom within 6 months $5 postpaid. SAMUEL PRESNER, 
Box 4550-FH. Coral Gables, Florida 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG 25 photographs of Orchids. 
owe $2.00 on first $5.00 order. MOORE'S ORCHIDS, 
. O. Box 757, Laredo, Texas. 


J beeceneny BEST ORCHIDS $55.00, 25 different 
orchids $32.00. Free by Air. Price list free. 
GEEREY'S FARM, Siliguri Road, Kalimpong, India 


CHOICE CATTLEYA HYBRIDS! 4 flowering size; 2 
. All for only $20.00. Plus FREE orchid! Send 
m.o.- today. FLECK’S ORCHIDS, Oswego, 














‘ADULT OnEwIse. Cattleya $4.00 to $15.00. Cymbidium 
$7.50 to $25. Few collectors plants. ITA’S 


ORCHARD. tail ‘Helen Dr., Nashville, Tennessee 





Pansy Plants 


PANSY PLANTS—Super | Swiss Giants, mixed colors, 

hardy el re. ready for immediate transplanting. 

Postpaid C.0.D.’s. 50-—$2.00, 100—$3.00, 500— 

ee 50, 1000—~$30. 00. RAGSDALE’S PANSY GARDEN 
1316 W. 5th, Tyler, Texas. 








Peonies 


KANSAS, WESTERNER. JAYHAWKER, ANNE BIG- 

GER and -— other “‘Bigger’’ peonies. Prices on re- 

— MYRON D. BIGGER, Dept. F, 1147 Oakland 
, Topeka. Kans. 








Perennials 


HEMEROCALLIS, PEONIES, ORIENTAL POPPIES, 
ete. Hybrid Iris, ten differ $2.95; 20—$5.75 Postpaid 
Wholesale—Retail. List W ELLS GARDENS, Washington, 
Michigan. 








Plants 


WEW FRENCH PUSSY WILLOW -Improved Pussy 
Willow, Large, silvery catkins. Popular for indoor late 
winter and early spring forcing. Two plants 2 to 3 feet. 
Size for $3.85—Postpaid. Ask for Free Copy 56-page 
Planting Guide Catalog in color. WAYNESBORO 
NURSERIES—‘Vaynesboro, Virginia 








Praying Mantis 





PRAYING MANTIS, Nature's Crop Protectors. $1.00 

per case. 6 cases $5.00. Bonus, 2 extra cases with $5.00 

aoe if received before April 15th. Maes LITTLE GEM 
ARM. Box 9024, Huntington, . Va 


saavie ANTIS EGG CASES, each will hatch 100 

or more mantes. Destroy insects. 3 egg cases $1.00 ppd., 

ineeetis. DAVIS BROS., P.O. Box 99, Lans- 
ne. a. 








Primroses 





parpeeges: Choicest plants, seed. Shipped anywhere 
n Free price list. SPRING HILL FARM, P.O 
Box Pr h 


Gig Harbor, Was 
VISIT BOULDER WALL PRIMROSE GARDENS in 
historic village Walpole, N. H on Conn. River. Late 
April, early May. Catalog on request. 


READY FOR A FLING WITH SPRING in the shadier 
parts of your garden, Barnhaven’s world famous silver- 
dollar, hardy Primroses. See page 104 this issue. BARN- 


HAVEN, Gresham, Oregon 














Prize Awards 





PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for samples 
and prices to THE HORNER PRESS, P. 0. Box 85, 
Rutledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania 





Rhododendron 





Native 
Heavily 
56 Dozen $7.50 
GREENHOUSE, Taliu- 


RHODODENDRON (earolinianum), Mountain Ivy, 
Azaleas, White Pine, Dogwood, Spruce. 3-4 Ft. 
Rooted. Wet spg. moss packed. 100, $32 
repaid. List free. NATURE'S 
lah Falls. Ga. 








Seeds 





GROW BEAUTIFUL Yucca Plants from Seed. | 


12 seeds 
$1.00. STELLA HENDRICKSON, Box 1570, Ventura, 
Calif. 





HIMALAYAN FLOWER SEEDS—-8, 10, 50 kinds $1.00, 
$2.00, $5.00. GHOSE & CO., Orchid Specialists, Town- 


send, gend._Darjeeling, Indi India. Free Catalog. 








Sempervivums 





COLORFUL HEN AND CHICKS 12 varieties. 
prepaid, $3.00. Over 100 different varieties. 

Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums’’ MAC 
GARDENS, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio 


Labeled 
““Make a 
PHERSON 


FLOWER GROWER 





A SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 
OFFER 





Hobby packets 
of 
Mugho Pine 
Austrion Pine 
Arbor Vitae 
Colorado Bive 


Spruce 


PLUS 
New Gorden Book POSTPAID 
oodlot Seed Co.Norway, Mich 








FOR A LIFE- 


YEW TIME OF BEAUTY 


Voted the best evergreen by the 

American Nurserymen's Association 

HATFIELD YEW—Upright, compact, rich green 

HICKS we Sosemen for Hedges 

SPREAD! YEW—Margin of Plantings 

$1.75 ny so $16.00 per 100 
Well Rooted 

Not less than 10 of each variety. Orders of 

— or over Postpaid. Orders under $3.50 

a 

Write ter complete list which includes older 

stock. Directions with every order. No C.O.D. 


PINE GARDENS 
49 Pine Avenue Milton 86, Mass. 
Specialists in Yews for over 30 years 








The original, 
all - purpose 
lant - fertilizer 
ablet ... clean, 
odorless, easy 
to-use. 
Buy at variety, 
ware, gar- 
den stores. 


Stim. U- PLANT 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Situations Wanted 








PROFESSIONAL GARDENER wants ition on oetoane 
ontate. Life long experience, nation: ality. Scotch. 
McGREGOR, Rt. 1, Box 190, Livertytitie Ti” mi. 





Sparrow Traps 
DON’ t feEo SPARROWS! Catch thousands with orig- 
aa — gg cash savi 
rs. us 


Big ngs guaranteed. 
Free ba ular: FARM SERVICE COMPANY 
Box 7921, Chicago 13, Iilinois. 








Sphagnum Moss 





SPHAGNUM MOSS, finely oun. sterile. germ- 
inating seeds, rooted cuttings. Grows plants indenntely, 
Improves soil. Peck $1.65, “ half- bushel $2. hel 

let i THOMAS GARLAND, 





en “Argyl, “Pa. 





Strawberries 





STRAWBERRIES ae ® At ie fami 
Or ith acre yields 650 saan . ide eres 


F. ALLEN COMPANY” ae 
ne Street, Salisbury, * Maryland 





Travel 





GARDEN HOTEL, Devonshire, England. First class 

Center Sea Front. Beautiful Sub-Tropical Garden. Write 

=  -- ee BELGRAVE HOTEL, Torquay, Devonshire, 
ngland 





Trees & Shrubs 





TREES & SHRUBS. Raise from seed for shade, wind- 
—. cols list. WOODLOT 
EED CO., Norway 15, Michig: 





Violets 





faigeew | get. Sorien Spaseant HARDY vio- 
LETS—2 named 5 loving varieties attractively 
boxed $4.00. ” Gi ift oe Bamboo Flower Basket 
$5.00. Postpaid. Lin, VISTA VIOLET FARM, 1211 
Monte Vista Drive, Vista. California 





Water Lilies 





FREE: WATER oY. ons p= 4 Yettngs and 


Cloged Bur 
ENS, Rt. No. 1, Box 360A, Upland, 
California 





COLLECTION OFFER: 
SIX HYBRID ORCHIDS 


Consisting of Dendrobium, Cattleya and 
Vanda seedlings, Postpaid $6.95. 


JONES & SCULLY, INC. 
2154 N.W. 33rd Av., Miami, Florida 





IMPORTED MINIATURES 


pvenhasuiaal Each set has tiny saucer 
ry in. dia.) and dainty matching cup 
ai in an with permanently “planted” 
multicolor fabric flowers Both posy- 
painted, glazed china pieces fit Fereages 
on wood display stand. Two complete sets 
plus delicate Spring flower boutonniere, 
$2.00 value, only $1.00 postpaid. Order #68 


Walter Field Co. Dept. 167 Chicago 6, Ill. 


APRIL 1956 


Wildflowers 





NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, 
Free catalog. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, N. a 





WILD FLOWERS AND FERNS to tighten a shady 
nook. Send today for Free catalogue. WAKE ROBIN 
FARM, R.D. No. 1, Home, Pennsylvania, 





| mernty! tity pay h: pee of me Great Plains— 

Garden bor: Penst creeping Phioxes. 
| a RF Chematises, Violets, Astragali, Anten- 
narias, Asters, Daisies, etc. eed Cacti, Shrubs, Bulb, 
Seed. Free catalog. CLAUD) . BARR, Prairie Gem 
Ranch, Smithwick, South Dakota. 





WILDFLOWERS AND FERNS. Order yours 
spring planting. At reasonable prices. 
THOMAS M. WOOD. Constantia, New Y¥ 


now, for 
es free. 





DOLLAR DAYS AT VARIETY ACRES. Many varieties 
of Wildflowers, ferns, perennials. trees. 10 assorted Wild- 
flowers $1.00. 8 Assorted ferns $1.90. Send for price list 
of many different dollar collections. VARIETY ACRES, 
R. 1, East Palestine, Ohio 








Zoysia 





MEYER (Z-52) ZOYSIA ones: F The super lawn grass 
that chokes out seeieyese and weeds. Makes permanent 
lawn cheaper. Plant } One square yard hea sod 
with + gh for planting 1000 square feet $16.00 
prepaid. LANT NURSERIES, 733" College Avenue, 
Decatur, 


RODENT DESTROYERS 


MOLES & CHUCKS 
. . THE EASY WAY 


Novel, Aintve destroyers: L with 

@ match and blitz out whole ilies 

of MOLES, rats, field mice, wood- 

chucks, ground squirrels, etc., at one 

“shot.” Sate, sure, aids to farmers 

and gardeners. 

1 Doz., $2.25; 3 Doz., $6.00 
Send Cash, Check or Money Order 

3 BRILLIANT NEW FLOWERS 
COLLECTION F-4—One packet each of these out- 
uate Novelties: Burnett's Inverness Blend 
Snapdragon; Petunia Carnival superb Hybrid 
assortment of lovely new s and colors; 

Sensational Salvia 


Burner Bros., Inc. 


BULBS - PLANTS 
Dept. F, 92 Chenbers St, New York 7 WN. Y. 
Telephones: BArclay 7-6138 and 7829 











RUFFLED 
GLADS 


The new Gladiolus ure 
tops in beauty! Their 
lovely colors are often 
accented by rgeously 
frilled or ruf florets. 
We have the 1956 All- 
America award winning 
ads, APPLEBLOS- 
Som and ROYAL 
oes 
I for our new 
3 ote escribing the best 
in modern glads. 


WINSTON ROBERTS 
Box 2772 Boise, Idaho 





Windover Flower Pots 
The Most Beautiful Red 
Clay Flower Pots Made 

Squatt 


Nebel 
boob Bees 


~ 
are Teace 


ry | 
wows 


.. 
: 


¢ 
. 


's 
Say, “The Best 
me ay ever ee ell 


Most stepped 
des! led 4 
=. sate —— ured.» Unequaied 
and leaves of “pias. 
Nee SC OTTED ORCHID POTS 
for better drainage, 4” only, 6 for $2.20 
CLAY FLOWER POTS IN COLOR 
Green, red, yellow or white baked-on 
enamel. Following sizes only: 
3” semi-squatty 10 for 
ou itty 8 for 230 
PLASTIC A 
pint gy ene unless aye" + | e Sse 7° 4” 10 for $1.85 
sent 5” 


insured 6 for $1.50 
THE WINDOVER Co.. Box 3033 Evansville, Ind. 


IRIS 


We specialize in growing the finest lacing and ruffied iris 
Be the first to add the new novelties to your collection. 
Buy with confidence where quality and satisfaction are 
guaranteed. Color catalogue on request. 


Ce 
Sees 
ee] 


Eoransss 
TELLEE 


wenwwne 








Wallace Iris Gardens tne tm. 
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by MARJORIE P. JOHNSON 


Herbs have everything— 


flavor, aroma, good looks 


You do have space for herbs and 
spring is the time to plant them 


COTTSCHO-SCHLEISNER 
Silat ae 


An all-herb garden, such as this, is the best way to grow herbs when space permits. 
When space is limited, grow them among annuals and perennials, in the vegetable garden 
or even along paths, drives or rose beds. Most herbs thrive on sunshine and lean diet. 
Among those easy to grow from seed are anise, basil, borage, dill, marjoram, savory. 
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Lavender (Lavandula officinalis) is always 
decorative but most of all it’s fun to have 


around for its scent. HmcoTe BLUE (not 
shown) is new, has deep blue flowers. 


\ 


af 
ay 
pA 
®. p 
. N@& 
os . » % : 
Rue (Ruta graveolens) grows 3 feet tall and 
its bluish leaves are ornamental among 
other perennials. Its culinary and medici- 
nal uses today are limited. 





at least four other herbs which the gardener should 

keep in mind this spring. There is room for laven- 

der, parsley, basil and chives in even the postage-stamp plot, 
and others, equally decorative and delicious, can be added 
by the gardener who has so much space he can even plant 
an herb garden like the one shown on the opposite page. 
Lavender is a perennial and handsome both for its gray 
foliage and slender spikes of flowers. Even the dullest 
nose will react to the pleasant, clean fragrance of both its 
leaves and flowers. Planted in groups of three to five 
among other perennial flowers, lavender can be cherished 
for its purely decorative effects. Or tuck a plant here and 
there near steps or by walks and doorways. There will be 
enough flower heads to dry for drawers and linen shelves. 
If you are fortunate enough to be traveling in England 
this summer, you'll see lavender beds and clumps and 


R OSEMARY MAY BE FOR REMEMBRANCE, but there are 


ALL PHOTOGRAPHS THIS PACE BY ROCHE 


hedges and you'll wonder how any garden can get along 
without it. 

Parsley is a plebeian plant by contrast, but still to most 
cooks it is necessary; and its crisp good looks and rich 
green color are assets to the eyes. Plant seeds this spring, 
or buy young plants. You can plant it in the vegetable 
garden, but it is handsome enough to serve as an edging 
to.flower beds or walks. In the fall, pot up a plant or two 
and keep an indoor supply of parsley growing on a sunny 
sill all winter. 

Chives, most delicate member of the onion family, are 
worth growing for their grassy foliage and abundant lilac 
pompons in early summer. Include a few plants in the 
flower garden for their decorative effect, placing them 
within easy reach so you can snip the foliage all season for 
use in omelets, salads, cottage cheese, and other dishes 
where a hint of onion flavor is desired. 


TURN PAGE 


Sweet basil (Ocimum basilicum) should be Chives (Allium Schoenoprasum) are hand- This mint happens to be spearmint (Mentha 
grown with tomatoes—and used in all to- some in flower and therefore lovely in all- spicata) but it’s just one of many. Look 
mato dishes. It’s pretty enough to grow herb or flower gardens. They will make a _for apple or woolly, curly, orange, pepper, 
among flowers. Don’t let flowers form. neat edging for paths in vegetable gardens. pineapple mints—all fun for collectors. 


Sweet woodruff (Asperula odorata) gives Sage (Salvia officinalis), according to one Beebalm or bergamot (Monarda didyma) 
flavor to spring’s May wine. For a change old proverb, will give courage if eaten in has showy scarlet or salmon flowers and is 
from the usual ground covers, use sweet May. At any rate it isa rather coarse plant worth growing among other perennials. 
woodruff to carpet rich soil in light shade. but there is beauty in its silvery leaves. It’s aromatic but not very good for tea. 
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Basil is essential to any cook inter- 
ested in making Italian dishes, but 
beyond this, it is the best possible com- 
panion for tomatoes—sliced, broiled, 
stewed and in sauces. While you may be 
able to buy little tin containers of dried 
basil at your market, it can’t approach 
fresh basil for delicious aroma and 
flavor. Basil is foolproof from seeds. A 
packet will give enough plants for you 
and all the neighbors. 

Those four herbs are just a beginning. 
A mint or two should certainly join 
them for summer drinks. Mint is one 
of the few herbs which likes slightly 
damp, rich soil and light shade (most 
are sun lovers, prefer lean, dry soil). 
Put a clump of mint near a hose outlet 
but not too far from the barbecue area, 
or terrace, or kitchen entrance. There’s 


hardly a long drink from iced tea to a 
Kentucky julep that a few sprigs of 
spearmint won’t enhance. 

The hardy sage, with its character- 
istic pungence and silvery netted foli- 
age, is a standby for the sensible, down- 
to-earth cook for use in meat dishes and 
stuffings. It is a perennial, and once 
planted it can be counted on year after 
year. As it produces rather straggly 
growth, it isn’t a candidate for a show- 
off spot, though. 

Here, then, is a handful of herbs for 
a good start. You may eventually want 
to look up some of the old and not-so- 
old books on herbs, many of which are 
among the finest in garden literature. A 
very recent one is Garden Spice and Wild 
Pot-Herbs by Walter C. Muenscher pub- 
lished by Macmillan.® 


Here are four ways to get enjoyment from herbs 


Among steppingstones which pave walks, 
terraces, plant divisions of mother-of-thyme. 
They can be tread upon, soon spread. 


Around steps, tuck aromatic plants such as 
lamium, artemesia as shown here at Berk- 
shire Garden Center, to please passersby. 


. 
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For accent, place one plant of lavender 
where it can grow unhindered and show 
off its foliage and flowers all summer. 


GCOTTSCHO-SCHLE'SNFR 


Plan a ribbon herb garden, utilizing tex- 
tural and color values of herb plants. Ser- 
pentine planting above is of santolina. 





BLOOMS CONTINUOUSLY 
FOR OVER 2/2 MONTHS 
(AUGUST TO FROST) . - - 
STILL IN FULL BLOOM 
WHEN MOST OTHER FLOW- 
ERS ARE GONE. 





pro --------- 


- M. KELLOGG CO. 
Dept. 408, Three Rivers, Mich. 


Please send following Azaleamums at proper planting time: 
O .... introductory Offers ot cost of $l 
OC) ! would like individual varieties (Min. order 2 plants) 

($1 ec.; 2—$1.85) ($1.25 each) 
0... Snow Fairy $. O.. Pot of Gold $C 
C..Blazing Red $. C.. Maiden Dream $. 


O Check here if payment enclosed and we pay postage; 
otherwise order sent C.0.D, delivery costs added. 








ZONE___. STATE_____ 


SEND FREE COLOR CATALOG 


* te ae 
ea y ¥ j 4 





Greatest Hlower Development of the2 Oth Ceutury 


TO600 BLOOMS O 
PLANT THE Ist YEA 





Kelloggs AMAZING PEDIGREE 
AZALEAMUMS 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR 


Imagine this in your yard . . . bushes the 
size of a bushel basket completely covered 


' with brilliantly colored blooms in red, 


white, peach or yellow. What a spectacle! 


Amazing Azaleamums are the result of 
years of scientific work . . . crossing, select- 
ing, replanting . . . to get the “perfect” 
garden flower. A flower that produces 
masses of blooms the very first year and for 
years after ... blooms for months .. . is 


ORDER DIRECT 


YOUR MONEY BACK 


completely winter hardy . . . requires a 
minimum of care ... grows anywhere easily. 
A flower that’s in full bloom long after most 
flowers are gone ... giving drab fall gar- 
dens new, sparkling beauty. 


But . . . see for yourself! Send for the 
special introductory 6-plant offer right now! 
You save 1/3 the regular cost . . . and the 
Azaleamum plants you get will produce up 
to 3600 blooms ¢his year. 


FROM THIS AD 


KELLOGG ... FAMOUS FOR QUALITY SINCE 1869 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
AZALEAMUMS 


2 New Pot of Gold (Yellow). . 
2 New Maiden Dream (Peach 
1 Blazing Red (Red)... 

1 Snow Fairy (White) 


REGULAR VALUE $7.00 


NOW 4 4s 


ONLY 
2 Above Introductory Offers ($14 Valve), $ 9.50 Ppd. 


. @$1.25 
- -@$1.25 
---@$1.00 


3 Above Introductory Offers ($21 Valve), $13.50 Ppd. 





NOW 

YOU 

CAN 
ENJOY 


Bloom 


ch 
i Across: 


I, oD 


Keep your garden glowing 
with color—long after other 


flowers have finished 
MAIL COUPON NOW! 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 

661 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 

Please send me, at the proper planting time, the va- 
rieties and number of J&P Giant Mums indicated 
below. Include FREE, oe “Home Garden Guide.” 
I enclose $... 


Quantity 


Variety Price 


Check boxes below to order money-saving groups 
] © #1 — Thrasher, Desert Quail, Seagull, Canary, Kingbird, 
: Tanager — one of each — ALL 6 for $4.95 

00 #2 — Orchard Oriole, Martin, Cockatoo, Yellow Seagull, 
Robin, Chickadee — one of ea. — ALL 6 for $4.95 i 
I 0) #3 — Kingfisher, Swallow, Wood Duck, Cuckoo, Pheshe, » 
j Cardinal — one of each — ALL 6 for $4.95 


i Nome 








! City Zone State 


hee ce ces Gee GD Ge GD ee ee ee es ee ee 





1 
l 
1 address I 
1 
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Hundreds of Giant Mums 


Bh August to Thanksgiving’ 


The Exclusive JACKSON & PERKINS 


GIANT 
— BIRD MUMS 


World’s Largest, Earliest-Blooming 
Garden Mums! 


Imagine your garden aglow with brilliant color in August, 
in September, October, even in November when there is 
frost on the ground! Yes, by planting these sensational 
superblooming Giant Mums this Spring, you will be able to pick 
armfuls of huge, colorful blooms long after most gardens are 
barren of any flowers! 


Unlike ordinary chrysanthemums, 


these new exclusive J&P 


varieties are EARLY BLOOMING-—actually begin flooding your garden 
with color in late August. Yet—because they are NORTHERN-GROWN 
(which makes them hardier and most frost resistant) — they actually 


last longer . . . 


will bloom even in November when all other flowers have 


long since finished! And what breathtaking blooms they produce. Not 
the small, pale 2” flowers you see on ordinary mums — but IMMENSE 
CLUSTERS of vividly colored blooms UP TO 5” ACROSS! This new 
J&P strain is exceptionally easy to grow — guaranteed to live and bloom 
in your garden! Remember — these Giant Mums are exclusive with J&P 
— cannot be obtained trom anyone else! So mail coupon NOW. (Prices: 
$1.00 each; 3 of a kind, $2.50; 6 of a kind, $5.00 — or order mixed varieties 


in the groups below). 


18 VARIETIES! 


THRASHER (P1.P.R.R.) Warm 
peach 5"' blooms— yellow in 
centers. 

DESERT QUAIL (PI. Pat. App. 
For) Lavender pink flowers— 
5"" across. 

SEAGULL (Pi. Pat. #1130) 
Giant 5"' flowers—with cream 
colored centers and white 
ovter petals. 
CANARY (Pi. Pat. 
Goiden-yellow 4" 
in Sept. and Oct. 
KINGBIRD (PI, Pat. #1306) 
5!"" blooms of light rose 
pink, buff tan reverse. 3!/2 ft. 
plant. 

TANAGER (Pi. Pat. #1129) 
3',"" crimson-cherry flowers. 
Very frost resistant. Blooms 
Sept., Oct. 


SAVE MONEY! 
ALL 6 above *495 


Order Group #1 


#1113) 


blooms — 


ORCHARD ORIOLE (pi, Pat. 
App. For) Masses of orange- 
bronze 4!/."" mums on 30 to 
36 in. stems. 

MARTIN (P|. Pat. App. For) 
Cerise to rose-pink petals, 
silvery reverse. 4'/."" blooms. 
COCKATOO (PI. Pat. #1171) 
Clean lemon to cream-white 
4'\/."' blooms. 

YELLOW SEAGULL (PI.P.R. 
R.) Beautiful soft yellow 5" 
flowers. 

CHICKADEE (P|, P.R.R.) Stun- 
ning new color! —an orchid 
lavender. 4!/."' flowers in 
bloom to frost. 

ROBIN (PI. Pat. #1307) 
Strawberry-bronze 5!" 
blooms. 


SAVE MONEY! 
ALL 6 above *495 


Order Group #2 


18 COLORS! 


KINGFISHER (PI.P.R.R.) 
Elusive red blooms up to 
4'/."" across. 30"' plant. - 
SWALLOW (PI. Pat. #1106) 
Soft coral-pink buds open 
to double buff-colored 4!/." 
blooms. 3 ft. bush. 

WOOD DUCK (PI. Pat.##1310) 
Deep rose-pink backed with 
creamy tan. 5"' blooms. 3 ft. 
bush. 

CUCKOO (PI.P_R.R.) Huge 
5'"" clean lemon-yellow 
blooms. 

PHOEBE (PI. Pat. App. For) 
Golden tangerine buds—4 
tan flowers. 

CARDINAL (PI. Pat. #1165) 
Deep red 4"' flowers soften to 
lovely bronze-red. 3 ft. bush. 


SAVE MONEY! 
ALL 6 above *495 


Order Group #3 


Jackson & Perkins Co. Newark, new york 





